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induce action.

jails.

be fully realised.

Dhaka University's

uneasy calm

Bring back peace and studies

HE crisis at Dhaka University continues to reign

despite aspell of relative calm. The immediate and

extreme phase of violence seems to be suspended
for the time being but the general environment of hate and
mistrust isn't. The students are protesting the moves by
the University administration and as many have said this
is primarily a "general student-led" movement supported
by the teaching community.

Everyone needs to find out the facts. The strange dis-
play of force by the police which has injured students,
teachers and journalists is extremely condemnable but to
ensure that this never happens again one must allow the
due process of law to reign. That means judgement has to
be suspended till the judicial probe body comes out with
the report and the exact sequence of events is made pub-
lic based on complete evidence. Given the range of public
rage this is a very difficult task but probably the most sig-
nificant one because it is likely to have a bearing on the
normalisation of relations on the campus.

The resignation of Vice-chancellor Anwarullah
Chowdhury and Proctor Prof. Nazrul Islam has been
termed 'atriumph' by the agitating students.

The curious part of the entire scene is that the political
parties are seeing it as their own struggle too and both the
two major parties are trying to control the movement. The
opposition has gone behind the students because the
government has been favouring the administration. One
hopes the general students remain in control of their
affairs; for basically their movement originated in their
collective concern for a congenial and healthy academic
environment on the campus.

We hope the problem is resolved and the situation
improves so that the students may return to what they are
supposed to do at the University which is to study and
learn not pelt anyone with stones.

Nearly 5000 Bangladeshis
in foreign jails

Being looked after is their right

OREIGN jails are full of Bangladeshis and the
figure could be as high as 5000. The government
has confirmed that 4500 are officially shown as
detained and more could be inside without being known to
the authorities. Most of them are in either for violating
immigration rules or for criminal activities. They are in
many countries of the world and range from India to
Greece with the Middle Eastern and CIS countries falling
in the middle. This should arouse concern as well as

Bangladesh's Ministry of Expatriate Welfare and Over-
seas Employment has agreed that the number is high and
steps need to be taken immediately. It's an emergency
because international norms demand that we look after
our own citizens. For Bangladesh this is particularly sig-
nificant because this country is looking towards expat
workers for a bail-out from the export slump as the global
economy continues to tumble.

Given that thousands work abroad and many more
thousands who want to, but don't get the right opportunity
take a risk anyway. Most developing countries have some
people or other in foreign jails. For Bangladesh the matter
is even more serious because many have been tricked at
home by cheating manpower agents and these criminals
have sent hopefuls straight from local shores to foreign

The government has meanwhile approached the Inter-
national Organization of Migration (IOM) for support in
this regard. As a specialised UN body they can certainly
provide assistance but the best method is to ensure that
Bangladeshis don't land up in jail due to preventable and
manageable causes. It means that the overseas employ-
ment sector needs streamlining and that the issue of
rights of migrant workers be as much a concern of the
government as the remittance flow. The embassies
abroad should work more effectively in looking after the
people whose money keeps the national economy alive.

For Bangladesh, overseas employment and migrant
workers mean something more than guests working
abroad; they constitute a vital part of the survival system.
Keeping that in mind, one needs a more energetic and
active ministry and offices and an enthusiastic recognition
of the role of remittance senders in the national economy.
Unlike many wealthy citizens they send money home and
not smuggle it abroad. That is why they need to be taken
more seriously if Bangladesh's potential for progress is to
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A society devoid of mutual respect

S H ImAm

man holding the knob on the

other side of the swing door

at a shopping mall would do
the courtesy of letting you out of it
with royal comfort. Had he trotted
out without doing it, the door would
have swung back on your face
slammed shut. He simply had the
decency to spare you that rudeness,
a commonplace consideration
shown to you abroad.

Balmy breeze

Before your exit you must have
been wafted (somewhat like a
balmy breeze) by a feel-good series
of courtesies tossed at you in and
out of places. "What can | do for you,
Sir?" And, "Thank y-o-u (as if to
emphasise 'pleasure is more mine
than yours') to your plainly muttered
"thank you."

On the motorway as you decided
to swerve towards a slower stream
of traffic you waved a "thumbs-up"
sign to let a speeding car from
behind pass you by. A little act of
grace that perked up the car rider(s)
and you, too.

One wouldn't know if such reflex-
ive geniality in the West towards
complete strangers have fallen out

of vogue after nine-eleven. But if
these have, then their society must
have grown poorer with its tradi-
tional grace and beauty lost in the
wilderness. Even if it were "a veneer
atop cross-cultural shocks and
feelings of discrimination and alien-
ation encountered in a western
society", that was still something
demonstratively good and positive.

The unhappy contrast

Just contrast all that with what we
see and encounter in Bangladesh
today. People standing right in the

counted a dozen scuffles along a
stretch of few kilometres on a day.
The invariable assertion is: "I am
right, you are wrong." This is a
sickening trait of the perpetrator
playing the prosecutor, judge and
jury -- all at the same time.

It's the lack of respect for the other's
right of way that is causing most of
the traffic congestion. To blame it all
on our road engineering and net-
work inadequacies is wrong.

Ray of hope

It should be possible, however, to
instill some traffic sense in people.

had sent someone to the GM's office
to sortthe problem out.

He returned with a rather caustic
piece of advice from the man in
charge: "If you had a telephone you
must be prepared to visit us once in
a while." That's the attitude.
Whether you approach a bank
branch (NCB) or an utility outfit or a
government or semi-government
office for any service you have
basically paid for as rentals, not to
speak of paying their salaries as tax-
payers you are made to feel they are
doing you afavour.
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JUST ANOTHER VIEW

A society that fails to value qualities in an apolitical way can only walk on its hind-legs... But the
society and country are what we have to live in or with as a permanent entity. And the way a society
degenerates tends to affect the political parties like everyone else, them perhaps more than
others. It will be in everyone's supreme interest, therefore, to protect the society from ruination.

only walk onits hind-legs.

Where has the traditional
decorum at the top gone?

Sense of proportion and mutual
respect are pathologically wanting.

Where abuse can be hurled at a
prime minister by anyone in the
opposition party and, conversely,
the leader of the opposition can be
taken a dig at by a person of similar
level in the ruling party what an
edifying example is set for the rest of
the hierarchies.

Then, burning all boats of commu-

middle of streets and trudging along
in a defiant indifference to honking
or hooting by any approaching car
or vehicle. This is thoroughly dis-
gusting; but who cares? It has
become a nuisance on the inner city
roads in particular. And, as you
frantically tried to move on to the
main thoroughfare from a subsidiary
road, you had it! For no one on the
big road is prepared to give you any
space whatsoevertodriveinonit.
There is no right of way except for
myself; everybody is pushing to go
forward and in the process none is
moving ahead. Filthy swearing,
altercation and coming to blows are
a daily epidemic. And one has

Nobody used to queue up at the bus
stands before; but lining up under a
shed is a common sight now. Better
still, nobody jumps the queue these
days. What a sea-change in the
outlook of an 'ungovernable’ city! Bus
riders learnt the hard way that it was
in their best interest to be doing it.
After that realisation, falling in line
has now become a habit with them.

Similarly, when the right of way will
be valued by all transport users and
pedestrians as the best safeguard for
their common interest, we will see a
change of mentality in them.

Always a favour done
Once overbilled on my telephone, |

The problem is, those who can
set things in order are not hardship-
induced to solve it. They are not
'personally affected'.

It's as much a governance prob-
lem as a social malady. We are
disrespectful of our obligations to
each other. It is a society that has

become dysfunctional in many
respects.
No respect structure

The respect for merit, excellence
and experience hardly cuts across
political affiliations and is subject to
strong liking and disliking factors.
And a society that fails to value
qualities in an apolitical way can

nication between political opponents
has become an extremely counter-
productive national pastime.

An interesting story on Churchill
and Lloyd George by Lord Boothby,
parliamentary private secretary to
Winston when he was chancellor of
exchequerin Britain runs like this:

Churchill said to me: 'l know you
are a great friend of Lloyd George. |
am now writing the last volume of
The World Crisis and there are
certain questions that he alone can
answer. Do you think you could
persuade him to come and see me?'
| said: 'lt is not a question of persua-
sion. He would be delighted.' | then
went to see Lloyd George and said:

'Winston wants to see you." He
replied: 'Splendid. Fix up an
appointment.' | did, for the following
evening at six o'clock. Lloyd George
arrived punctually and | showed him
into Winston's room. They were
alone together for about an hour.
After that | heard Lloyd George
leave by the outside door, down the
corridor. | sat alone in the secre-
tary's room. Nothing happened. No
bell rang. After about ten minutes
curiosity overcame me and | went in
to find the Chancellor sitting in an
armchair, gazing into the fire, in a
kind of brown study. | said to him:
'How did it go?' He looked up and
replied: "You will be glad to hear that
it could not have gone better. He
answered all my questions.' Then a
hard look came into his face and he
went on: 'Within five minutes the old
relationship between us was com-
pletely re-established. The relation-
ship between Master and Servant.
And | was the Servant'.

The party is over

Top sub-continental leaders during the
British Raj used to fight as wild cats in
the parliament, but at the personal level
they would fete each other to sumptu-
ousdinners attheirhomes. The tradition
carried into Pakistani days and early
Bangladeshera.

The fundamental stake
Power constructs change. But the
society and country are what we
have to live in or with as a perma-
nent entity. And the way a society
degenerates tends to affect the
political parties like everyone else,
them perhaps more than others. It
will be in everyone's supreme
interest, therefore, to protect the
society from ruination.

SHImam s Associate Editor of The Daily Star.

The other strategic review

R

M B Naavi

writes from Karachi

HE U.S. Secretary of State,

Colin Powell, called again to

urge talks and restraint on
India regarding Kashmir and on
Pakistan to do more to stop the
Jihadi infiltration into Indian-
controlled Kashmir. Earlier the EU
Commissioner on foreign affairs
and security did much the same.
That is good insofar as it goes. But
how far do such efforts go? They
change little on the ground. Bulk of
the Indian and Pakistani armies
continue facing each other menac-
ingly on the borders; India has again
clearly indicated that it is in no hurry
to start negotiating with Pakistan or
to take de-escalatory steps. Itis true
such visits can always be justified in
the name of bilateral relations. But
what really is the point of all this high
level rushing around?

Insofar as the Indian behaviour is
concerned, it has to be assessed in
terms of India's domestic politics. It
has credibly assured the world that it
will not invade Pakistan or even
Azad Kashmir and Pakistan, on its
part, has also satisfied the world that
it finds nuclear weapons' use
unthinkable. That is making the
situation curiouser by the day. What
then is the point of this confronta-
tion? It is costing a pretty penny to
the taxpayers in both countries.
Someone has to do some explain-
ing.

As for Pakistan, a true review of
the country's strategies is urgent.
Necessary lessons have to be learnt
from the soul-searing experiences
since the May 1998 test explosions.
As it happens, there has not been a
single initiative by either side that
has succeeded. Or there has been a

moment of tranquillity in South Asia.
India began by negotiating -- Lahore
Process and Agra Summit were
outstanding initiatives -- that did not
produce results. Pakistan after
playing a part in the Lahore Pro-
cess, replied with Kargil operations
that resulted in a humiliating retreat;
there is egg on many a Pakistani
face. Nor did Agra go too well for this
country, except as a PR exercise.
Not that the earlier policies of Paki-
stan had succeeded either.
Pakistani policies until 1965 war
can be described as the products of
the age of innocence. It yielded
nothing except bitterness, loss of
national unity and destruction of

Pakistan.

manipulating Afghans and helped
their fanatical proxies, Taliban,
overwhelm the fractious mullahs
then mismanaging Afghanistan. All
these initiatives later rebounded.
These can be seen as having been
foolish and costly adventures that
have brought Pakistan justifiable
criticism.

The source of trouble during this
forward foreign policy phase was an
exaggerated view of mass destruc-
tion weapons' deterrence value.
Nuclear weapons became a licence
to do just about anything with impu-
nity. That forced India to steal Paki-
stan's friend of longstanding, the
Americans, on the one side, and

legalism and concerns for Muslim
minority and secularism. Both
employ a militarist outlook. Two
clashing national security aims: one
wants to take away Kashmir while
the other wants to retain it, each
ready to do what it takes. Well, the
result is the present paucity of
options. A rational and democratic
definition of national security with a
policy of peace is urgent for Paki-
stan, irrespective of what India
chooses.

The result is piquant: Gen.
Pervez Musharraf used the argu-
ment of preserving the nukes for a
U-turn in the Afghan policy. The

f‘ recent crisis has underscored the
=
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PLAIN WORDS

We Pakistanis have in any case to change the old puerile confrontational approach to India, the results of
which threaten to fall below zero. A long-running cold war rivalry can only be replaced with the constructive
idea of a people-to-people reconciliation, in much the same way as the French and Germans ended their age-
long enmity in postwar Europe. Like France and Germany, the South Asians too have to find a regional
context in which to anchor their rapprochement. Even before starting on that quest, Authority in Pakistan
needs to be democratised in all senses of the term, with sharply changing the first priority to mainland

ening to invade and the threat was
not empty, despite Pakistan's hav-
ing these dread weapons which
cannot be rationally used. Now, if
these had not existed, the situation
would have been radically different:
Pakistan would not have embarked
on the adventurous course of
cocking snooks at India in Punjab,
Kashmir and elsewhere. There
would have been no occasion or
reason for India to attack, just as
there was no tension or crisis
between 1972 and 1983. Anyway,
the point is Pakistan's Nuclear
Deterrent is failing to give it any
option and promises nothing better
in future.

democracy. The next phase was
one of confusion getting con-
founded that ended with the disaster
of 1971. Pakistan sensibly lowered
its head to rebuild itself after that.
But dark thoughts of revenge led to
the quest for nuclear weapons. That
effort succeeded in giving Pakistan
a putative nuclear capability. With
that, since 1984, Pakistan policy
became adventurous.

Behind the supposedly invincible
shield of nuclear devices -- until then
only possible or putative ones --
Gen. Ziaul Haq engaged in helping
the Sikh insurgency in India and
when India looked like invading
under cover of exercise Brasstacks,
Pakistan threatened to nuke it. Later
in 1989-90, the Pakistani military
converted an indigenous and spon-
taneous protest movement of
Kashmiris first into an armed insur-
gency and later a fanatical Islamic
Jihad. The dinosaurs also continued

Musharraf's visitin

Bangladesh
The headline of July 30 newspaper
took me by surprise, "Musharraf
regrets Pak 'excesses' in 1971." |
couldn't help but read the news
three timesin arow!

It's wonderful to know that Paki-
stan finally realised that their deed
of 1971 isregrettable.
Saquifalslam
Dhaka
To write an apology note over the
mishandling of the East Pakistan
situation by President Pervez
Musharraf, while visiting Bangla-
desh, was a very mature step and
was perfectly in the right direction.

During his visit a particular quar-
ter has been very actively involved
in instigating anti-Pakistan senti-
ment among Bangladeshis. But
luckily the maijority of this (politically
aware) nation did not fall into the
trap.

This is really the time that both
nations joined hands and worked for
the betterment of their people by
mutually cooperating in various
fields from business, industries, and
agriculture to science and technol-

ogy. The cultural troupe should be
sent regularly to tie the bond. Films
and dramas should also be
screened in both countries to get
more market. This way both coun-
tries will get more revenues. This
bridge should be built with mutual
trust and confidence. Together
these two countries will gain a lot.

The decade-old dispute of Urdu
speaking people (who are living in
abject poverty in the camps for more
than 30 years) should be handled
delicately and humanly.

Bangladesh and Pakistan both
are Muslim nations, they should try
to resolve their differences amica-
bly. The past should now be buried
and a new future journey should be
started.

Shah Affan

Canada

While two of the points in Mr. Harun-
ur Rashid's opinion piece on
Musharraf's visit can be well taken, |
have a feeling that agreeing to the
third may irk the Pakistanis. Mr.
Rashid, | am sure must be aware of
the "mentality" of the "majority
element" in Pakistan and the
"power" of the Pakistan army.
Besides, even though the Pakistan

army massacred innocent civilians
and perpetrated other beastly
crimes, but the Bengali soldiers also
murdered their colleagues and
unleashed their wrath on innocent
Biharis.

Besides Algeria's example that
Mr. Rashid has given, it would be
more appropriate to quote Vietnam
vis a vis USA. See how their rela-
tions have blossomed in spite of Mai
Lai.

Let those who rule today and
enjoy the blessings of good health
and power and pelf.

Besides, other things, the two
can open up coastal trade and
passenger traffic. From kala jira,
rice, patali gur, kakrul, patal, to
Jjackfruots, nona ilish, gamchha and
punjabi and lungi everything from
Bangladesh finds its way and is
relished here. Sowhy nothaveitina
bigger way.

S.G. Jilanee
Karachi, Pakistan

Poly-tricks!

There's no politics in Bangladesh--
just a bag of "poly-tricks"! So many
of these political tricks are being
applied to serve the purpose of a
handful of party leaders or for

achieving personal benefits.
Starting from the recent happenings
atthe Dhaka University and going to
the suspension of services at the
Chittagong Medical College Hospi-
tal, absolutely nothing is really being
kept above the dirty "poly-tricks" of
this country. When we read in the
newspapers that JCD cadres with
arms are fighting side by side of the
police, we feel like shouting at the
"democratically elected" PM- will
you answer to all these anarchy?
ADistressed Observer
Chittagong

Follow-up

| often find a disturbing lack of
follow-up stories in The Daily Star.
Take for instance the huge fuss
about the Jamuna Group, their
liquor license, Babar and Ashuliya.
For a while now, there have been no
follow-up reports on this issue
although | am sure a lot of people
are interested to know how it has
turned out.

Another example would be the
fight between the used car dealers
and the new car dealers. Now that
the new rules are in effect wouldn't it
make sense for the business page
to do a follow-up story on the actual

evolved the doctrine of a limited
conventional war, on the other, and
thus throwing the onus of using
nukes on Pakistan. Indians are now
sure that Pakistan would be unable
to use nuclear weapons because of
their own riposte and the rest of the
world leaning on an already isolated
Pakistan. These and the new face of
America have boxed Pakistan into
immobility and isolation.

Pakistanis should dig deeper
than their exaggeration of nuclear
mass destruction weapons value. It
was the unavowed imperial design
of military wresting Kashmir, over-
coming Indian opposition. The
approach was militaristic and there
was no relying on a political method-
ology. Pakistan made this its
national cause. Indians had their
own imperial pretentions: they
made retention of Kashmir in India,
irrespective of Kashmiris wishes, a
national cause, dressing it up in

painful fact that nuclear weapons
cannot be used against India. The
Indians know this for sure and are
therefore threatening a war at least
on the surface for obscure pur-
poses. Why? Because the rest of
the world, led by the U.S, would not
additionally let Pakistan use its
nukes. Now, if the Pakistani nukes
cannot be used against India, what
are they good for? Pakistanis
should begin exploring how can
they get rid of them safely and to
start moving toward the traditional
objective of a Nuclear Weapons
Free South Asia.

An argument is vociferously
advanced that should Pakistan not
have possessed nuclear weapons
and the missiles, India would not
have hesitated in invading Pakistan
(and completing what they began in
1971). Well, it is non se quitter and
misconceived. To begin with, India
has been doing nothing but threat-

EDITOR

Pakistan now needs a wholly new
India policy because the old one has
not worked in any sense of the term.
Otherwise it would not be in a posi-
tion today where it can only react to
others' moves and can take no
initiatives. A grand view of policies is
necessary. Looking at India's cur-
rent trends, a few outstanding
objectives rise up in view: leaving
aside the perplexities of the Kashmir
problem for the moment, preserva-
tion of secular democracy and
containing and countering of
Hindutva fascism need to be
addressed by all throughout the
world. There is of course no doubt
about the need for a more rational
and pacific approach to the Kashmir
problem, starting with the realisation
that the fundamental rights of the
Kashmiris are better served by
democratic precepts than by relying
on religious categories. A demo-
cratic solution of Kashmir problem

will take a lot of work by primarily the
Kashmiris because the Indians
have made the status quo a test of
their nationalism's macho character
and a vital element of their secular-
ism. Pakistan and Pakistanis are
irrelevant for the basic problem,
though their interest in Kashmir will
remain strong. It will thus be a long
haul.

As for general relations with
India, there is obviously no scope for
direct action concerning the primary
objectives, necessary and urgent as
they are. But two pointers however
provide the starting point: one, the
old policy of Pakistan trying to win
Kashmiris' freedom for them, if
necessary by military force, is no
longer a meaningful proposition.
Secondly, there are many forces in
India that are struggling against
Hindutva fascism which need to be
supported and indeed strength-
ened, if possible. Proper ways of
doing that have to be found. We
Pakistanis have in any case to
change the old puerile confronta-
tional approach to India, the results
of which threaten to fall below zero.
A long-running cold war rivalry can
only be replaced with the construc-
tive idea of a people-to-people
reconciliation, in much the same
way as the French and Germans
ended their age-long enmity in
postwar Europe. Like France and
Germany, the South Asians too
have to find a regional context in
which to anchor their rapproche-
ment.

Even before starting on that
quest, Authority in Pakistan needs
to be democratised in all senses of
the term, with sharply changing the
first priority to mainland Pakistan:
extending and deepening the free-
doms of Pakistanis to include their
economic security. A big legal obli-
gation of providing economic secu-
rity to all citizens will be necessary to
shift national priorities from foreign
lands and causes to working for
Pakistanis' own welfare and helping
democratise the country.

MB Nagviis a leading columistin Pakistan.

TO THE EDITOR

prices of new cars versus used
ones?

These are just a few examples of
recent events, which after the initial
reports do not seem to have been
pursued by The Daily Star.

Joyonto
Dhaka

Teachingis not

an easy task

No doubt that the initiatives taken by
the government to develop the
education sector is very laudable.
Still alot needs to be done.

Many English teachers don't know
how to teach students properly and
even cannot read English correctly.
How come then these teachers get
appointed to teach? What can the
students or the nation learn from
teachers?

Abdus Salam

Teacher, Central Jail Mymensingh

India eyes 60% stake
at Block 22!

U.S. based Xpronet Inc., which is
exploring Block 22 near the Tripura
border has approached New Delhi
to sell of 60 percent stake in the

project (Indo-Asian News Service,
July 26, 2002).

The preliminary findings by
Xpronet estimates that Block 22 has
gas reserves of around 25 billion
cubic meters. It is also reported that
Gas Authority of India Ltd. (GAIL)
and ONGC Videsh limited will team
up to take 30% equity each in Block
22 after further negotiation. Accord-
ing to the officials (GAIL), the pri-
mary objective of setting up explora-
tion activities in neighbouring coun-
tries by Indian companies is to
discover potential future source of
energy supplies. For whom the
energy supplies will be, however
was not mentioned.

Bangladesh is approximately $3
billion market for Indian goods.
Whereas, we can't even sell hun-
dred thousand dollars worth of
batteries to India without getting
slapped with tariff. Opening up our
energy sector to Indian companies
in the disguise of joint venture with
U.S. based companies, will usher in
a "Financial Suicide" for Bangla-
desh. Why? Let the experts ponder
on that question. If they (Indian Cos)
really wanted to explore in Bangla-
desh, why could not they bid for
blocks as other companies did.

Look at the "Enronish" nature of
the proposal by Xpronet. Even
though, it will retain 40% stake, the
rest 60% will go to two Indian com-
panies, which are in reality the
overseas arms of Indian Exploration
Major Oil and Gas Corporation
(ONGC). It's like Padma
and Meghna vying for 30% each,
which is 60% for BPC after consoli-
dation.

It is astounding to see our Minis-
try of oil and gas sleeping as before,
without even any clue of what's
going on with our oil and gas
resources. We must enact laws right
now to stop such transfer of owner-
ship, or make the law such that any
secondary company buying the
right from the primary bidder must
fulfil the same conditions, as the
initial bidding required.

Nafees K
USA

President's power

In Bangladesh the President used to
play a significant role in society and
had more power. But under the
parliamentary system of democ-
racy, this power of governing coun-
try's internal affairs by the President
has been curtailed significantly.

Although this was done after
amending the Constitution through
the much talked 12" amendment;
but time has come to think of its
demerits too. The President of a
country must be kept free from any
party affiliation or being biased by
any political policy or doctrine. We
the Bangladeshis presently lack
confidence over all the public repre-
sentation from either government or
opposite sides. Neither the Premier
nor the President should have the
power to sack each other and such
responsibility should be delegated
upon both the treasury bench and
the opposition bench.

A President may act as an "om-
budsman". Neutrality has to be
maintained. A President should
have that power to advise ministers
and MPs. He may play the role as a
pivot. Even the Prime Minister
should be accountable to this pivot
character for getting approval for all
sorts of public oriented pragmatic
activities.

Iftekhar Ahmed
Dhaka
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