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B.Chowdhury

When B. Chowdhury said to The
Daily Star (24.06.02) that the nation
would witness one incident after
another with Tareq Rahman in
power, he didn't mention the half of
i,

The incidents we'll see are going
to include the emergence of a new
coterie of businessmen and leaders
connected to the Hawa Bhaban.
Unlike in the past when interference
was more discreet, now it will be all
outintheopen,

Veteran leaders who have learnt
the art of compromise and patience
through many years in politics are
going (0 be increasingly sidelined
and a new hardcore power hungry
group will take over BNP

The other incident that B.
Chowdhury forgot to mention is the
downfall of BNP I suppose we just
have to make do with AL, at Jeasl
they didn't try to set up a dictator-
ship.

Asterix
Dhaka

The President exits

BNP called for the resignation of the
President? Why, is it because the
President is trying to keep the high-
est office in the country clean and
beyond any controversy?

I understand that Badruddoza
Chowdhury, although a member of
the ruling party was never on the
bandwagon of the party. | hope the
PM will appreciate the idea that a
neutral President is in the greater
interest of the country where the
ruling as well as the opposition can
go for an impartial advice. It will be
prudent on the part of the political
parties not to waste any more time
on the question of who is the Father
of the Nation or who did what dur-
ing 1971. History will reveal the truth
and put the right person in the right
place. The nation is facing more
important crisis which are needed
tobeattended more urgently.

I'he political parties must
remember that this country belongs
to the nation not to any family.

Akbar Hussain
Toronto. Canada

Saluteto
Dr.Chowdhury

Once, one of my sisters told me,
"Bangladesh does not lack dignified
and efficient people-- 'the irony is
they are not given opportunity (o
serve 10 the best of their ability”. In
Bangladesh, only a few people can
claim this personal trait. And Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury is one of
them. BNP has surely committed an
undignified act.

Unfortunately both the major
parties of Bangladesh do not believe
in democracy. They use election to
go to power, and once in power--
they are as bad as any dictator in the
world.

Dr. Chowdhury graced the foot-
prints of Sahabuddin Ahmed-- a
great champion of democracy and a
man of his own. To him dignity is
more important than bowing down
[0 any pressure.

We feel proud to have some
Chowdhurys and Ahmeds. Keep
your hopes alive, Bangladesh.

Prof Dr.Nasir Ahmed
Grambling Srare Universiry, USA

Whatis the priority
of the government?

I have read the news regarding
resignation of the President with
keen interest. The more I have read,
the more | have been disappointed. |
would say what has happéned is not
a good sign for future. When a politi-
cal party form the government what
should be their priority-- the party
or the country

The presidency is an institution.
I'he person who holds that office is
the President of the country not of
any particular group, or party, no
matler whalt type of a government it
is. The action ofthe President should
be beyond any personal or group or
party interest. In this case did the
President have the opportunity (o
exercise these? Or has he been
coerced 1o do otherwise? Or did he
pay the price of beingimpartial?

One ol the main duties of the
government is identifying the main
thing ol the country and work
towards it. To identify the main thing
ol the country they should have a
clear vision, goals and commitment
to reach there. In this case [ think the
government failed to go beyond the
interestof the party.

Leo Pereira
Universityof Portland, USA

Departureofthe
President...what next?

I write (o express my astonishment
at the sudden turn of events in
Bangladeshi politics leading to the
departure of AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury from the office of the
President of the Republic. As some-
one who values democracy, | salute
the ex-President for the honour,
dignity and respect for democracy
he has shown at a crucial time in our
parliamentary history. His rare
ability to put national interest above
any other and swiltly step aside by
gracelully accepting the ruling
party's decision to oust him and
thereby avoiding yet another crisis
in a country riddled with many,
makes him just the kind of leader
Bangladesh needs. It is very sad that
we had (o lose a good man to prove
to ourselves that such beacon of
hope stll exists in our nation.

As a Bangladeshi with much hope
and aspirations for my country, |
urge the PM and the Leader of the
Opposition to take a few moments

~ The resignation that shook

raw emotions of the BNP young
guns? It that is the case then there is
only one thing left for me to do--
laugh!

Rubaiyat Kibria
Sydney. Australia

Welcometothe

realworld

Welcome back to the real world Mr.
Chowdhury. Welcome back to the
world where you are needed, as you
are one of the prominent physicians
of the country. Welcome back to the
world where people will not reject
you alter using you in fulfilling their
wishes. Welcome back to the world
free lrom hypocrite politicians,

[ believe that it is Allah's wall that
you are destined (o bring cure to the
suttering people rather than living a
worthless life in Bangabhaban
where so many presidents were
under virtual house arrest by politi-
cal parties.

Reaz Mohiuddin
Quter Circular Road, Dhaka

Notgood for

democracy

| appreciate your bold editorial on
the demand made by the ruling
party, which forced the President of
Bangladesh to resign. It is unforrtu-
nate that the fate of the President
should be decided by the disciple
level of MPs, who discussed openly
the act of the President and he was
the target of attack beyond any
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Honourable exit

Good-bye presidency, hello patients

Although unconstitutional on the part of the present govern-
ment, | must congratulate Dr. Badrudozza Chowdhury for hay-
Ing the boldness to leave the position of President of Bangla-
desh.This is more honourable than being a sycophant in a polit-

icalsetup.

This reminds me of the dictum of the PM that only imbecile
and infants could be neutral, - yes, this is true, Dr. Chowdhury
failed to uphold the standard of neutrality set out by the present

ruling party.

But I also feel sorry for him for his pre-election role through
the 'Shabash Bangladesh' in the ATN that definitely influenced
the victory of the BNP. Such a role should act as an eye-opener
for other politicians as well in both ruling and opposition par-

ties.

Dr. KMaudood Elahi
Jahangirnagar University

| hope The Daily Star will con-
tinue to provide us such in-depth
articles and legal analysis. Thank
you Mr. Monjurul Kabir. Please keep
iup.

Chris Paton
UK

Resignation of
Badruddoza
Chowdhury

It is a shocking news to our nation, il
we are gratelul to some extent. What
a disregard (o a man who possesses
so much of distinctive and rare

qualities! He combines in himself

President B Chowdhury it is
now clear that the 'young
Turks' of BNP have made a big
achievement. Assuming there
1s nothing behind the door, the
lack of obedience for Zia fam-
ily cost Mr Chowdhury the
presidency and the nation the
service ofagentleman.

However, we salute him for
the dignity! They could not
accuse him of acting against
the nation or the constitution.
They accused him of acting
against party interest instead.

| feel disgraced for our polit-
ical leaders like Saifur

Rahman, Mannnan Bhuyan

Following the resignation of | 4

Who is the next President

The son in the wings

who jumped into the wagon.
Final request to the PM.
Make your son Tareq Zia the

President to remain in peace.
MF Fakhru
Cambridge. -~ |

to reflect upon what we have done
today. Youmay be political adversar-
ies but you are both on the same
team: The People's Republic ol
Bangladesh. I urge them not to give
In to their weaker sides and allow
our nation to continue to nose-dive
at a time when we face ever increas-
ingly harsher global economic
reality that we must quickly learn to
weather.

ShabbirA. Bashar, PhD.
San Jose, California, USA

Ludicroussuicide:
Atrend

BNP cabinet asked President AQ M
Badruzzoa Chowdhury to step down
following the unanimous decision
by the party lawmaker as the party
leaders had lost confidence in the
President. I am not at all surprised,
as this goes to prove the ludicrous
blunders BNP often commits,

A person who is often considered
as the only alternative to lead BNP in
Begum Khaleda Zia's absence had to
resign while trying to be fair and
neutral while performing his duty as
the President? No matter how he is
nominated and elected as the Presi-
dent, he should exercise his rights
and display neutrality to fend olf
criticismon his role as the President.
The young guns of BNP accuse him
of turning his back 1o the party who
nominated him as the President.
And like so many blunders, BNP
lawmakers once again proved their
lack of wvision by asking Prof. B.
Chowdhury, who has been a corner-
stone of BNP for so long, to step
down.

In politics, there is no room for
sordid emotions.Is Prof. B.
Chowdhury sacrificed to pacily the

decorum.

[he power politics seemed to
have played a major role than any
other issues. The Prime Minister
should have reined in the MPs, who
have showered un-parliamentary
words on the President. This is
neither a good sign for growing
democracy nor for good conven-
Lions.

S.A.SrinivasaSarma
Hyderabad, India

"The Constitution
takes a back seat"

[he bnlliant legal and constitu-
tional analysis on the recent change
ol the Presidency of Bangladesh
("The premature departure of a
President: the Constitution takes a
back seat”, June 23) in your 'Law and
Our Rights’ page by A. H. Monjurul
Kabir is substantial, informative and
thought-provoking. It clearly shows
the true nature of democracy and
constitutionalism in a developing
country like Bangladesh. The devel-
opment is depressing and I'm sad-
dened by the fact that democracy in
Bangladesh has not yet matured
enough to artain sustained growth.
Mr. Kabir critically examined the
role of Parliamentary Party, its
power and limitation, the office of
President and the conltroversial
question ol neutrality, the account-
ability of the President in a Parlia-
mentary democracy, the definition
ol impeachment, the nature ol
impeachment in global context, the
nature of impeachable crimes and
Its impacts on the growth ol
consututionalism in Bangladesh.
Thearticleis verytimely and indeed,
articulates therelevantlegal issues.

the sterling qualities ol honesty,
intelligence, eloquence and virtu-
ousness. The landslide wvictory ol
B.N.P. in the last election was possi-
ble largely because of Mr.
Badruddoza Chowdhury's success-
ful projection of Awami mis-rule
through "Shabash Bangladesh” of
ATN Banglachannel.

He did it so nicely and credibly
with courage, ignoring all risk fac-
tors. It was socommendable.

It 1s now alleged by the BNP that
Mr. Badruddoza Chowdhury did not
pay proper respect (o the Late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman, by not placing
floral wreaths at Zia's mazar on the
last death anniversary of Zia. But he
was the closest associate of Late
President Zia not only vocally, but
also by heart and soul.

May Allah bless us with correct
power of assessment and judge-
ment for repentance and correction.

Imran Khan
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Saveus fromruin
It seems like the general people of
Bangladesh are totally helpless.
They chose BNP with a hope that
they might be a truly democratic
government. But it appears to be
very much the otherwise. They have
lost control not only regarding law
and order situation but also on their
own party. Can we expect anything
positive and democratic from them?
People have already started
losing faith in BNP and trying to
figure out whom (o vote for in the
next election. From the autocratic
attitude of the ruling party it doesn't
seem that people have much laith
leftin this party. Itis really a frustrat-
ing situation,

Conspiracy against whom?

Conspiracy theory

Let's assume BNP cohorts used the Zia disrespect allegation as an
eyewash to cover their real motives. The reader may ask, what
might be the reason to remove President Chowdhury? I have a

theory--aconspiracy theory.

[tis reported in different sections of the press that Khaleda Zia
s trying to empower the presidency in Bangladesh. They will
succeed in this like they succeeded in unilaterally removing the
President thanks to their overwhelming representation in the
parliament. The next president will no doubt be a BNP man
whose tenure will run well in to the next Parliament. Now, guess
what a powerful BNP President can do, should BNP fail to form

the next government?

Onaside note, BNP should not expect to win many votes in the
next election. You can almost see a smiling Sheikh Hasina cheer-

ingonthesidelines!

I'was never an AL supporter and after the recent BNP fiasco, |
am not a BNP supporter either. I think now is the best time for a
change-- a fresh face. I would requestthe estranged President to
join hands with Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed and Dr. Kamal
Hossain (as another letter writer suggested) and forma new polit-
ical party. Such a party will secure an unprecedented support
neverseen before, inthe history of Bangladeshi politics.

AA
California, USA
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A lot of us think that now is the
best time to form a third party and
strive hard to save the country from
ruin. People like Dr Kamal Hossain,
Prol Yunus are urged to come for-
ward and rescue us from this hope-
less state,

Munia
Lalmatia, Dhaka

Recent happenings
in BNP

Clearly a plotis on to make Tareq Zia
the next leader of BNEP As per the
constitution, Khaleda Zia can't be
the next PM (already second time) if
I'm correct. So remove the possible
barriers on Zia family's hold of the
Prime Minister's office. 1 believe
lareq has already been appointed
the next secretary general!

ASA
JSA ;

lareq Zia is the Jt. Secretary General
(1) ofthe party. -Editor

Forcing the

President out

By doing what Khaleda Zia did, she
only insulted her husband. She
should have learnt better from her
long career as a politician that no
one can demand respect; it has to
come spontaneously.

Mozharul Hoque
Springfield, Virginia, USA

BNP and Hawa Bhaban

To claim that Tareq Zia's near mjirac-
ulous accession to the post of Joint
Secretary General is no dynastic
succession but is a joke. As good a
|oke as the one about Hawa Bhaban
not being involved in influence
peddling.

Our country has been handed
over to the crown prince and I am
expected to accept that? Doesn'l
BNP realise that although 1 only
have one vote, they're losing mil-
lionsmore like mine?

If Tareq Rahman thinks he can
inherit this country like someone
inherits the family business well let
him at least until the next election.
[In the meantime make him the
Home Minister he might have an
easier ime controlling the ruling
party killers than the presentincum-
bent.

Thor
Dhaka

Theyearof politics

This 1s how | see the rest of this year
coming along. Hasina will join
parliament only to walk out almost
immediately on some pretext or
another. This should take up most of
july. During that month she will also
be building up the opposition's
crescendo. While the Zia Dynasty
will be consolidating its hold on
power pushing aside any of the
veterans whodare to dissent.

In August she should start her
movement full swing building it up
to a climax in October, In November
we'll take a break for Ramadan and
In December she can start again.
Winter's always the best season for
hartals and street violence in Ban-
gladesh.

Round about January/February
she should be able to bring the
movement to a head toppling the
unlamented BNP.

[here you have it. Until the new
general elections in the middle or
later hall of next year we will see
violence, hartals, economic disrup-
tion and misery. I wonder if there
will be much left to squabble over
between the two alter they are done.
Pan
Dhaka

Present government

and mid-term election

We the people of Bangladesh have
lost conlidence in the present gov-
ernment. This government is a
lallure in every department. The
people in the government or people
related to the government are
engaged in looting, corruption,
Killing and in every section of unso-
clal activities,

As the ruling party lost confi-
dence in their elected President, we
have lost conlidence in the ruling
party.

We request the present govern-
ment to step down and hand over
the power to caretaker government
lo arrange anew election.

Turza
Lalmatia, Dhaka

The President was also
undemocratic

It is a bad blow to democracy in
Bangladesh that in parliamentarian
form of government a President had
been compelled 1o resign from his
office. It is giving us the clear-cut
implication that BNP does not
believe in democracy as well as in
the constitution.

The way the President had to
resign 1s absolutely unconstitu-
tional. But has the President [ol-
lowed the right procedure? A Presi-
dent could never ever resign (unless
serious illness) in a parliamentarian
form ofgovernmentuntil and unless
a no-conflidence motion is placed
before the parliament against him. It
IS giving us another clear indication
that Badruddoza Chowdhury is still
a BNP man who has succumbed 1o
internal party pressure. He was not
the President of Bangladesh but the
President ol 4-party alliance which
does not believe in the constitution
aswell. Itisasad day for the nation.

Tusar Ghosh
Molammadpur, Dhaka

Resignation of
Dr.Chowdhury

In parliamentary democracy, a
congenial and often complemen-
lary relationship between the presi-
dent and the political government is

extent to which our political leader-
ship can go if amatter does notwell -
cap to their partisan interest, let
alone theinterest ol democracy.

Saleem Bin Saleh
Chitragong

A golden opportunity

for the nation

The world is not only laughing at us
but pitying us at the same time for
the way we have disgraced and
ousted our elected President. It only
shows how in competent, immature
and emotional we are! BNP MPs
including the Prime Minister
behaved like children and showed
their utter disregard to the constitu-
tion. What an example they have set
belore the nation and for the coming
generations! The President acted
very wise by stepping down and
making an honourable exit befitting
the position for the sake of the coun-
tryand the nation.

All above would not have hap-
pened if the President so elected had
been a non-party member of the
ruling party. So now is the time to
take our lesson and amend the
constitution that all future Presi-
dents of the country has to be anon-
party member of the ruling party
preferably retired Justices of the
High Court or eminent personalities

like Dr.Kamal Hossain, Barrister
Istiaque Ahmed etc. The President
has to be selected and elected

Date posted: 06/21/2002
Job description:

Requirements:

Politics)

SohailAhmad

Position vacant: President of
People's Republic of Bangladesh

Location: Bangabhaban, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh.

Will be responsible for maintaining good and subservient
relationship with young and energetic BNP leaders such as
Illias, Annie etc. Will also be responsible to highlight the glori-
ous "declaration of independence” by Major Zia (sorry
Shadhinotar Ghoshook Zia). Will also lead in making the posi-
tion of President to a partisan district level secretary post.

® Knowledge of and experience with highly conspiratorial
BNP highcommand middle level and low level leaders.

® Experience with partisan politics highly desired.

® A solid background in PP technologies. (PP stands Partisan

® Strong personal skills needed for dealing with BNP party
activists and interacting with the Madam.

® Should have experience developing on both mastan politi-
cians and non-mastan politicians.

® Experience and skill in partisanship are highly recom-
mended over other qualities such as honesty, efficiency,
respectfulness and personality.

Dartmouth, Massachuserts, USA

desirable.

However, the highest consttu-
tional position of the presidency
must always be above party politics
or party-- political considerations
The position is viewed as a check
against excesses of the political
government in power and giving
moral leadership to the nation as a
whole. Dr. Chowdhury's remaoval is
thus glaringly contrary to the spirit
of parliamentary democracy and
would have a pernicious influence
on our eflorts to " institutionalise”
parliamentary democracy in Ban.
pladesh.

The macabre act shall remain as
an indelible precedence of the

through consensus of all the politi-
cal parties

In our type of democracy thie
resident is supposed 1o be the last
hope of the nation, He is the balance
of power between (he government
and the state and he has to be neu-
tral. In this respect Sheikh Hasina
deserves full gredit for selecting
lustice Shahabuddin Ahmed as the
President of the country. Had the
President been a party member ol
AL Allah alone would know what
would have happened to this poor
nation centring the last general
elections! _

The ruling party has lorgotten
their election plnh;:' (o the nation

i |

I'l

E D I T O R DHAKA TUESDAY JUNE 25, 2002

the

p i e RS . . Jd&l.—a——-dd-; -

- %
i 1
[ " _ i

and pushing the country towards
severe crisis. We have nothing to
hope from them. It is the opposition
parties who should build up public
opinion to gear up movements in
favour of having a neutral President
with much wider power. This will
protect the nation from being
destroyed by the whimsical and
dictatorial behaviour of the ruling
party and that of the Prime Minister.
It is the nation that comes first and
nothing else.

A.B.M.Zakaria
East Shewrapara, Dhaka

Exit from

Bangabhaban

Dr. Badruddoza Chowdhury has
always been a perfect physician and
a perfect President. Therefore, |
believe that his forced resignation
has not undermined him or his
perfectness. Rather, very unforti-
nately, it has undermined the high-
est office of our republic.

As far as | know, the presidency of
our republic has no power to do
anything, on the one hand, and has
the power to do nothing, on the other.
This power to donothingimplies that
the highest office would be neutral.
And, this neutrality gives hope to the
powerless citizens of our country to
look towards the presidency in times
of political crises, although the presi-
dencycandonothing

But we have to live with some-
thing, even if it is just a hope. Now,
that hope seems 1o have gone for-
ever with the exit of Dr. Chowdhury.
A precedence has been set, which
will forever haunt the Bangabhaban
and the ordinary citizens of the
republic,

| don’t hold BNP responsible for
this. It is our political system that
needs to be looked at. So, it is no use
discussing whether Dr.
Chowdhury's removal from the
presidency was constitutional or
not

[ feel that something needs to be
done at the very nucleus of our
Pd,iiljt al Syslem, so that we can be
more comlortable with our "democ-
racy . Let's dream as follows: Our
lawmakers will amend the constitu-
tion to the effect that if a party gets
more than a simple majority in an
election, all seats beyond that sim-
ple majority will be vacated and a
second round of elections or bye-
elections will be held, allowing all
other contenders barring the single
party or alliance, which has the
simple madjority. Thus, this
party/alliance will be able to form
the government, but will not have
autocratic power, won't be able to
amend the constitution without
consensus, will look for consensus
while electing the president, will be
cautious while enacting/repealing
laws, elc.

Dr.N.U.Khan
Gulshan, Dhaka

Greatexpectations

shattered...
All eves were on the PM's retumn
from USA, expecting a major reshuf-
fle in the cabinet and a change in the
overall situation of the country. But
now it seems that our great expecta-
tions have been shattered, changes
are taking place but not the way we,
the common people wanted. The
President resigns, the PM's son
becomes the Joint Secretary General
of BNP whereas some senior BNP
leaders have no place in the cabinet.
What next?
The nation faces major challenges
like terrorism, poverty, unemploy-
ment, etc. but neither the ruling party
nor the opposition is bothered about
those. They are making moun(ains
out of molehills, fighting each other
for thelr ;u'-nun;d cause (o the extent
that the President of the country is
forced to resign. Leader of the Oppo-
sition makes bad remarks about late
Ziaur Rahman and she is called a
mad woman'. On the other side
those who manipulated the resigna-
tion of Dr. B. Chowdhury have now
become the 'voung Turks ol BNE
One doesn't have to be involved
in politics to understand that Dr. B
Chowdhury was one of the very
sincere workers of BNP Aflter
becoming President of Bangladesh
it was expected that he maintain
neutrality but in doing so we all saw
what happened, he had to bid good-
hve to hisothice.
"\‘i..t.‘ were llI't‘Li of AL rule, so H]'rlt‘d {Or
BNP hoping for some good gover-
nance. But alas! We are where we
were. We must bear the responsibil-
itv because have we not voted them
to power? BNP or AL, are they any
different? They are two faces ol the
same coin.

Anjali Akbar
Azimpur Road, Dhaka

Whatdid you expect?
What more can you expect from the
BNP? These people wanted a
President who would be a puppet to
Khaleda Zia's whim and they
thought they found someone.

Since coming to power, this party
has in the process alienated almost
every section of the electorate. This
party instead of focusing on the
welfare and the needs of the nation
has instead bogged themselves
down into a quagmire ol hate, ven-
geance, and repression. We are
indeed untortunate.

Shamim
On e-muail




