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Portugal's midfield star Luis Figo
may miss next Saturday's warm-
up match against China.

The precautionary move could
be taken to ensure that he is fully
fit for the World Cup, according to
team doctor Henrique Jones.

"Right now, we are doing
everything possible for him to
play against China," said Jones.

"But even if he is 100 percent,
it is up to the coach what the
benefit is in playing him in that
game, as our goal is the World
Cup," he added.

Figo, Fifa player of the year in
2001, has been struggling with an
ankle injury.

The Real Madrid player was
substituted after a lacklustre
performance in the second half of
last week's Champions League
final against Bayer Leverkusen.

Sweden in, where is Cameroon
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Cameroon's World Cup football
team remain stranded in Paris, an
official in the remote Japanese
village serving as their training
camp said Tuesday.

The Olympic and African cham-
pions, grouped with Germany,
Saudi Arabia and Ireland, had
been originally scheduled to arrive
on Sunday in Nakatsue village,
deep in the mountains on the
southern island of Kyushu.

The official said villagers were
told that Cameroon's chartered
plane would leave Paris later
Tuesday and would arrive in Japan
on Wednesday via India.

"The latest we heard from them
was that they will leave Paris on
Tuesday Paris time," said a village
official coordinating logistics for the

Cameroon training camp.

"But we cannot really say any-
thing for sure until their plane
actually takes off," he said.

The team visited Copenhagen
on Friday to play against the
Danish national team before head-
ing to Paris the following day.

The squad was supposed to
leave for Japan on the same day,
but mechanical trouble with their
chartered plane left them stranded
in France, the Nakatsue official
said.

"We really don't know what to
do. We hope they will come soon,"
he said.

Nakatsue, whose 1,400 villag-
ers rely on the lumber industry on
the outskirts of a smouldering
volcano, has spent some 100
million yendollars) to improve
lodging and football facilities for
camp training by Cameroon.

Because of the delay, Nakatsue
villagers had to cancel several
events, including a welcome cere-
mony and a practice match with

local high school students.

Cameroon were still willing to
play a training match against
regional J-League side Sagan
Tosu on Friday, Jiji Press agency
said quoting a member of the team.
The game was originally sched-
uled for Wednesday night.

Cameroon are to play England
inafriendly in Kobe on Sunday.

The Sweden squad meanwhile
arrived safely at their training camp
in Miyazaki, also on Kyushu, south
of World Cup match venue Oita.

"We held a welcome reception
at Miyazaki airport during which we
presented flowers and 1,000
folded paper cranes," said Keiji
Tashiro, an official of the city's
promotion office for the training
camp.

In Japan, a chain of paper
cranes, called "senbazuru," is
believed to make wishes come
true.

Sweden will play a friendly
against Japan on Saturday in
Tokyo.

Uruguay
Morales
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Two goals from Richard Morales,
one in each half, saved Uruguay
from a near embarrassing result
as they closed their World Cup
preparations with a 2-1 win over
football minnows Singapore
Tuesday.

Morales opened the scoring
midway through the first half,
neatly finishing off a fine cross
from Manchester United's Diego
Forlan who had opened up
Singapore's right flank.

He added his second goal with
15 minutes remaining when he
was left unmarked near the far
post from a corner kick.

Substitute Indra Sahdan Daud
brought the tireless Singapore
back into the game with a penalty
five minutes later after he was
brought down in front of the goal
by Uruguay keeper Federico
Elduayen.

The game closed out with
Singapore going close three more

thank

times as Uruguay wilted in the high
humidity.

It was a far from satisfying
performance for the South
American unit which repeatedly
found holes in the Singaporean
defence for most of the game but
laboured when it came to finding
the goal.

Forlan and Morales impressed
throughout, creating several
opportunities but the absence of
several leading players showed in
amistake-riddled performance.

Ten of the 23-member squad --
including headliners Alvaro
Recoba, Paolo Montero, Dario
Silva and Sebastian Abreu --
opted to stay in Japan where the
squad has been based since
beating China 2-0 last week.

The goal scoring skills of Inter
Milan's Recoba were sorely
missed as Uruguay misfired more
than a dozen times in the first half,
and the shortage of substitutes
told as they faded late in the game.
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1. Lastteamtoqualify for 2002 World Cupfinals ~ Brazil —  Colombia —  Uruguay —
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3. Howmany teams participatedin the first World Cup 13— 16 — 32—
4. Germany won theicfi Cupin 1954 1960 1970
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