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New Zealand
elect to bat

REUTERS, Bridgetown

West Indies won the toss and put
New Zealand in to bat on the open-
ing day of the first Test at the
Kensington Oval on Friday.

Mervyn Dillon passed a late
fitness test and 24-year old fellow
West Indian paceman Darren
Powell was preferred to leg spinner
Mahendra Nagamootoo. Cameron
Cuffy was rested

New Zealand drafted in 20-year-
old pace bowler lan Butler in prefer-
ence to Chris Martin, who has
sustained a minor fracture to the
little finger on his bowling hand.

New Zealand have never won
Test match in the West Indies, while
the home team have only lost three
of the 38 Tests they have played at
Bridgetown.

TEAMS

WEST INDIES: Chris Gayle, Wavell
Hinds, Ramnaresh Sarwan, Brian
Lara, Shivnarine Chanderpaul, Carl
Hooper (captain), Ridley Jacobs,
Darren Powell, Adam Sanford,
Mervyn Dillon, Pedro Collins.

NEW ZEALAND: Mark Richard-
son, Lou Vincent, Stephen Fleming
(captain), Chris Harris, Nathan
Astle, Craig McMillan, Robbie Hart,
Daniel Vettori, Shane Bond, Daryl
Tuffey, lan Butler.

Umpires: Rudi Koetzen (South
Africa) and Srinivas Venkatara-
ghavan (India).

WHiZZ KID-173

winner

Zobeda Akhter

Feni Govt Girls High School

(Please produce your ID card and
an attested passport size photo-
graph while collecting the winner's
prize from the Sports Desk of The
Daily Starat 7:30 pmon June 27.)

WHiZZ KID-173
correct
answers

1. Bangladesh A beat USA by how
many wickets in the Malaysia
Cricket Challenge final.

Ans: 7-wkts

2. Who clinched the Open FIDE
Rating chess title?

Ans: Rajib

3. Who won the First Division Cricket
title?

Ans: Orient

4. Who won the man-of-the-match
award in the England and Sri Lanka
second Test?

Ans: Hoggard

5. What was the result of the 2002
World Cup opening match between
France and Senegal?

Ans: 1-0

ESPN

World Cup Today
Repeat at 9:30 am
West Indies vs India
Fourth Test, Day Five
Taped Version at 2:30 pm
England vs Sri Lanka
Third Test, Day Two
Highlights
Taped Version at 9:00 am

STAR Sports
World Cup Today
Repeat at 10:00 am
Asia Sport Show
Intl Sports News
Taped Version at 12:00 pm
World Cup Today
Live at 11:00 pm
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Tick the correct answers, post to
@he Baily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
July 5, 2002 and draw
shortly afterwards

1. Who scored the first goal of the
World Cup 20027
Bouba Diop | Zidane | Klose
2. Whois Brazil captain?
Cafu | |
Ronaldo

3. Pakistan won the last ODI

Rivaldo

g1 T1uns
9 wkts 17 runs

4. Who will lead Bangladesh in the

“two-Test Jsertesggatnst St

tanka?
KMashud A Khan

Alslam

Name.......ooovviennnnnns
Class........ Roll No.......
School Address ............

PHOTO: STAR
THE PICTURE SAYS IT ALL: Abahani stick-wielders party after winning the Green Delta Premier Division Hockey
League title at the Maulana Bhasani National Stadium yesterday.

Hockey drought over

Abahani are the champs

SPORTS REPORTER

Abahani Krira Chakra put to rest
their hockey ghost by lifting the
Green Delta Premier Division
Hockey League title after ten years
at the Maulana Bhasani Stadium
yesterday.

The popular Dhanmondi outfit
won their last return-leg match
against Mariner Young's Club 3-2 to
reclaim the coveted trophy since
they last won it way back in 1992-93
season.

The victory gave Abahani an
unassailable 48 points from 18
games, four points clear from their
bitter rivals Mohammedan Sporting
Club.

Mohammedan, who were domi-
nating the hockey scene by winning

the title for the last four editions will
play their last match against Usha
Krira Chakra today. But the match
will only be of academic interest as
Mohammedan can at best finish
runners-up even if they lose.

For Abahani it was a wonderful
late charge in the return-leg after
starting six points behind League
leaders Mohammedan.

Ronald Kiran, Ramiz and
Shamim Reza scored once each to
give the Dhanmondi team a 3-1 lead
at the break in the virtual League
decider.

Ronald, the Indian recruit of the
sky blues opened the scoring from a
penalty cornerin the tenth minute.

Ramiz doubled the margin three
minutes later blasting home an
Ashraful Islam cross from the right.

Kutubuddin Yen pulled one back for
Mariner in the 28th minute. But
Abahani needed just one minute to
take a 3-1 lead through a powerful
hit from forward Shamim Reza.

Mariner pressed hard after the
break but Yen could manage only to
score his second goal in the 44th
minute. The defeat means vyet
another near miss for Mariners, who
also needed a win to lift their maiden
Leaguetitle.

Abahani players later had an
infield celebration. But understand-
ably there were not many sky blue
supporters around to see the match
as most of them remained glued in
front of the television sets to watch
the World Cup quarterfinal between
Brazil and England.

Mark hearing
Thursday

AFP, London

England batsman Mark Butcher's
disciplinary hearing over remarks
about the bowling action of Sri
Lankan seamer Ruchira Perera has
been rescheduled for next
Thursday.

Surrey left-hander Butcher was
due before the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) on Friday to
explain newspaper comments
made about Perera.

His 'ghosted' article came after
the bowler's supect action was
reported by match officials to the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
following the drawn series opener at
Lord's

Butcher, recently spoken of as a
possible future captain of England
by former skipper Michael Atherton,
had the hearing delayed after his
representatives said it would not be
fair to hold it just 24 hours after an
operation on the player's left knee.

Butcher would not have faced
any hearing at all had he accepted
an initial punishment imposed by
the ECB's discipline and standards
committee, believed to be a fine of
around 1,500 pounds (2,205 dol-
lars).

Writing in the Croydon
Advertiser, Butcher said of Perera:
"He definitely straightens his arm"
(something bowlers are not permit-
ted to do in the final stage of their
delivery action under the Laws of
Cricket).

Butcher, who on Monday was a
member of the England side that
wrapped up a 2-0 series win over Sri
Lanka at Old Trafford, added: "It's
not so bad when the ball is pitched
up but when he bowls short, he just
runs up and throws it at you -- | can't
believe someone gets away with it!"

Those remarks appear to be in
clear breach both of the ICC code of
conduct and the ECB's own code
written into England's central con-
tract.

Butcher's decision not to pay the
fine could see him hit with stronger
punishments including a fine of
2,000 pounds (2,940 dollars) or
even a suspension of up to five
playing days.

He is due at Lord's on Thursday
June 27, foran 0900GMT hearing.

Hewitt withdraws

AFP, Hertogenbosch

Australian top seed Lleyton Hewitt
pulled out of the quarterfinals of the
ATP grasscourt tournament here on
Friday with a stomach virus.

Hewitt, top seed for Wimbledon
next week and defending champion
in Hertogenbosch struggled into the
last eight Thursday with a 6-4, 5-7, 7-
6 win in stormy conditions against
Russian Mikhail Youzhny.

"I've tried to keep going for as
long as possible," Hewitt said Friday.

"l lost too many fluids Thursday
and haven't been able to recover,"
he added.

The Australian hopes the bug will
not hamper his appearance at
Wimbledon.

"The virus has to recover with
rest. | will have to take it one day at a
time," Hewitt said.

His withdrawal means French
seventh seed Arnaud Clement will
go through to the semi-finals.

Cricket Morocco-bound

REUTERS/AFP, New Delhi

Cricket's governing body on Friday
approved the Moroccan city of
Tangier as the sport's newest inter-
national venue, bringing north Africa
onto the world stage of cricket for
the firsttime.

Tangier will host South Africa,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka for its inau-
gural limited-overs tournament from
August 12 to 21, the International
Cricket Council (ICC)announced.

The 25-million-dollar Tangier
Cricket Stadium has been con-
structed by the Cricketers Benefit
Fund Series (CBFS), organisers of
cricket internationals in Sharjah,
United Arab Emirates.

"The ICC has granted interna-
tional status to the Tangier Cricket
Stadium in Morocco, official
approval that will allow it to become
north Africa's first international
cricket venue," an ICC statement
said.

"Last week, ICC Match Referee
Mike Procter visited Morocco to
carry out a detailed inspection of the
ground, facilities and infrastructure.

"His report to the ICC recom-
mended that the stadium should be
granted international status, after
meeting all of the relevant cricketing
admission criteria."

The ICC's approval is backed by

the endorsement of the ICC's Anti
Corruption Unit (ACU), which has
"audited the stadium against strin-
gent security standards and proto-
cols", the statement added.

"Measures adopted will mirror
those recommended by the ACU
and implemented for cricket in
Sharjah."

Morocco has been championed
as a major cricket venue in recent
months following the refusal of
several teams to tour Pakistan
because of security concerns.

Cricket in Morocco is adminis-
tered by the Federation Royale
Morocaine De Cricket (FRMC), an
affiliate member of the ICC.

Tournaments will be organised
on behalf of the FRMC by the
Sharjah-based CBFS.

Cricket was introduced in
Morocco in 1991 and received a big
boost after the construction of the
Tangier Stadiumin 1999.

Former Indian Test star
Mohinder Amarnath, hired by the
CBFS to teach cricket to youngsters
in Morocco, said Tangier "was a
great place to hold international
matches".

"There is already a lot of interest
in the game among the locals, who
play tournaments regularly," he
said.

Dead-land
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but married to a Brazilian, said:
"Everyone was saying how brave
we were to come with so many
England fans surrounding us.

"But it was mostly OK, although
some people were swearing at us
and telling us to put our flags away."

In Oxford Street, about 300
Brazilians living in London danced
out of the Bar Madrid after the
match, banging samba drums and
blowing whistles in the street.

In Seville, Spain, Prime Minister
Tony Blair, attending a European
summit meeting, told Britain's Press
Association that he was "devas-
tated" by the loss.

"But before we went into the
tournament, who would ever have
thought we would have come this
far?" said Blair, who rearranged
some of his meetings to watch the
match on television.

Wayne Hodgkin, 21, of London,
who had carved a map of England
into his hair, said it was a disappoint-
ing loss, particularly when England
couldn't score when Brazil was
down to 10 men following the send-
ing off of Ronaldinho.

"At the end of the day, we threw it
away ourselves," Hodgkin said.

The Daily Mirror tabloid newspa-
per, in a stark comment on
England's 36-year World Cup
drought, summed up the match's
importance to the country when it
ran an almost-blank front page
Friday.

It contained a small English flag
and the words: "This page is

cancelled. Nothing else matters."

Many firms laid on free break-
fasts to prevent absenteeism while
others simply gave staff time off.

In many school, assemblies
were replaced by wide-screen
broadcasts. Classes started late.

Bookmakers predicted record
betting of up to 20 million pounds
(30 million dollars) on the game.

One patriotic punter placed
100,000 pounds on England to win
the World Cup at odds of 7 to 2. He
lostit.

In London's financial district,
about 1,000 fans watched the match
on abig screenin Finsbury Square.

The game was being shown at
the Bloomberg World Cup Arena for
invited City workers, who could also
keep an eye on the price of shares
as they rolled by on the big screen.

In Manchester, Karen Appleton,
40, said she was "absolutely
drained" after watching the game on
a giant screen at the Co-operative
Bank's headquarters.

"It was a roller coaster of emo-
tions, | have supported England all
the way but Brazil are just class,
they are in a class of theirown."

British charity group The
Samaritans agreed, saying the loss
could cause an influx of callers to
theirhelplines.

"All the World Cup could do is act
as a ftrigger to people who are
already suffering from depression or
distress," said a spokesman.

@he Daily Star
Rangs Toshiba
World Cup
Quiz

Rd-5 winners

1. First prize

Wahidur Rahman
Tejkunipara, Dhaka.
2.Second Prize
SalimKhan

Nayamati, Pagla, Dhaka.
3. Third Prize

Nahid Miah

Banani, Dhaka.

4. Fourth Prize

Kaiser Ahmed
Modinanagar, Mirpur, Dhaka.
5. Fifth Prize

Aliqur Rahman

CORRECT ANSWERS

1. Record of most World Cup finals
appearances goes to

Ans: Matthaus

2. Only country to play in every World
Cup

Ans: Brazil

3. Middle name of Diego Maradona
is

Ans:Armando

4. Which WC final was decided in
penalty shoot-out

Ans: 1994

5. Whoiis this?

Ans: Batistuta

PCB's ICC
agenda

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan cricket chiefs said Friday
they will try to clear star players of
match-fixing slurs and talk Australia
into touring the bomb-hit nation
during a trip to London for next
week's International Cricket Council
(ICC) meeting.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
officials will take with them an
official report into alleged match-
fixing during the 1999 World Cup.

"The ICC had directed us to
produce the match-fixing report of
World Cup 1999 and | am carrying
that comprehensive report to pres-
ent during the ICC meeting in
London," PCB director Brigadier
Munawar Rana told AFP.

"l can't tell you the contents of
the report but we have conducted a
comprehensive inquiry on past
incidents and hopefully this will bury
all match-fixing controversy in
Pakistan cricket," said Rana.

The results of the report have not
been made public but local media
reported in March that PCB chair-
man Lieutenant General Tauqir Zia
said all players had been cleared.

Rana also said he would hold
talks with Australian officials on the
sidelines of the ICC meeting on
upcoming tours which have been
putin serious doubt by recent bomb
blasts that have left scores dead.

Top Australian stars have said
they will refuse to tour Pakistan after
a fatal bomb attack here during New
Zealand's visit last month and the
PCB's case has not been helped by
afurther blastjusta week ago.

"l would be meeting Australian
officials on Sunday and would do
my best to convince them to tour
Pakistan," said Rana.

Australiais due to play a one-day
tri-series also involving New
Zealand in Pakistan in August-
September and then three Test
matches in October.

"Pakistan would want ICC to be
proactive and help countries like
Pakistan where cricket has suffered
due to international events," said
Rana.

"We have several options avail-
able and would discuss them in a
friendly manner and would come
out with a solution acceptable to
both the countries."

The match-fixing probe was
ordered after Pakistan's defeats to
Bangladesh and India during the
World Cup in England were widely
alleged to be fixed.

More than 20 former players,
officials and journalists gave evi-
dence to the inquiry.

Former captain Salim Malik and
pacer Ataur Rehman were banned
for life and captain Waqar Younis
and players Wasim Akram,
Inzamam-ul Haq, Saeed Anwar,
Mushtaq Ahmed and Akram Raza
were fined after Pakistan's first
match-fixing inquiry two years ago.

The ICC meeting will be held in
London from June 27-29.

Samba breakfast
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the winner and despite his sending
off minutes later nobody was about
to postpone the riotous festival of
victory.

After dominating so many of the
previous World Cups, Brazil fans
believe their heroes, clad in Friday's
blue or their intimidating yellow or
any other colour, are predestined to
carry off the first tournament of the
21stCentury.

Nothing less is on the agenda if
coach Luiz Felipe Scolari and his
charges are to expunge the team's
flop inthe France 98 final.

The team also lost the 1950 final
played in Rio, which prompted a
national outpouring of grief.

Yet if the Brazilians have never
yet managed to be footballing
prophets in their own country 163
million of them are convinced they
will have the cup in their luggage
when they return from Japan in a
week and a half's time.

Pakistan-Lanka opener

Champs Trophy starts Sept 12

ﬁ Cricket

REUTERS, London

Hosts Sri Lanka will play Pakistan in
the opening match of the ICC
Champions' Trophy in Sri Lanka in
September.

The International Cricket Council
announced a revised version of the
tournament schedule on Thursday,
with the opening game -- a day-night
clash -- set for September 12 at
Colombo's Premadasa Stadium.

Each of the 12 competing nations
will play two games in the pool stage
before the semifinals, with the final
due to be staged on September 29,
also at Premadasa Stadium.

The tournament is a revamped
version of the ICC Knockout Trophy,
known as the 'Mini World Cup' and
which was last won by New Zealand.
In all, nine of the tournament's 15
matches will be day-night fixtures at

Premadasa Stadium.

REVISED SCHEDULE

Pool 1: Australia, Bangladesh,
New Zealand

Pool 2: India, England, Zimbabwe
Pool 3: Kenya, South Africa, West
Indies

Pool 4: Netherlands, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka

First phase
Sept 12: SriLanka v Pakistan, (D/N)
Premadasa

Sept 13: South Africa v W Indies,
Sinhalese Sports Club

Sept 14: India v Zimbabwe,
(D/N) Premadasa

Sept 15: Australia v New
Zealand, SSC

Sept 16: Sri Lanka v
Netherlands, (D/N) Premadasa

Sept 17: West Indies v Kenya,
SSC

Sept 18: England v Zimbabwe,
(D/N) Premadasa

Sept 19: Australia v Bangladesh,
SSC

Sept 20: South Africa v Kenya,
(D/N) Premadasa

Sept 21: Pakistan v Netherlands,
SSC

Sept 22: England v India, (D/N)
Premadasa

Sept 23: New Zealand v
Bangladesh, SSC
Semifinals
Sept 25: Winner Pool 2 v Winner
Pool 3, (D/N) Premadasa (reserve
day September 26)

Sept 27: Winner Pool 1 v Winner
Pool 4 (D/N) Premadasa (reserve
day September 28)

Final

Sept 29: Winners of semifinals
(D/IN) Premadasa (reserve day
September 30)

Wright's worry

Sehwag fit to play

‘ﬁl Cricket

AFP/REUTERS, London

India coach John Wright admitted
on Thursday his team's poor over-
seas record was a cause for con-
cern ahead of their four Test series

JOHN WRIGHT

in England.

India have not won a Test series
outside of the sub-continent since
1986 when Kapil Dev led the side to
a2-0victory in England.

"I've been on four tours with this
team," said former New Zealand
batsman Wright. "On three we've
gone into the last Test with a chance
towin the series.

"We were not successful in those
three games and it's still a challenge
for this team," Wright told reporters
here atLord's.

VIRENDER SEHWAG

"We had a good opportunity
against the West Indies (where
India recently lost a Test series 2-1)
butwe did nottake it."

However, Wright was upbeat

about his side's chances in England.

"We have a number of players
with experience of playing in
England," said Wright.

India captain Sourav Ganguly,
Sachin Tendulkar, Anil Kumble and
Rahul Dravid, for example, have all
played county cricket as well as
toured England.

Meanwhile batsman Virender
Sehwag has been given the all-clear
after being struck on the head
during a nets session at Lord's.

Wright said Sehwag was helping
out as an extra bowler when he was
hit on the forehead by a shot from
ZaheerKhan.

He was taken to hospital but a
scan revealed nodamage.

"He had a scan last night, he's a
bit sluggish today but it's not a
problem," said Wright.

India arrived on Tuesday to take
part in a one-day triangular series
against England and Sri Lanka
before playing a four-match Test
series against their hosts. The Test
series starts on July 25 atLord's.

England take on Sri Lanka in the
firstone-dayer on June 27.

Lara exudes confidence

ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Bridgetown

Brian Lara is gradually regaining his
complete range of strokes as he
walks the long road back to full
fithess, the West Indies' record-
breaking batsman has said.

The day before the start of the
first Test against New Zealand, the
left-hander said his confidence was
higher than it had been at any time
since he fractured a bone in his
elbow in a collision with a Sri Lankan
fielder last December.

"l am feeling much more confi-
dentthan | did going into the (recent)
India series because the injury is
much better, and | am able to play a
wider variety of shots as my hand
speed comes back," he said.

The West Indies won the series
against India 2-1 but Lara struggled
for form, leaving some of his fans to
ask whether he had been forced
back into action too quickly.

Lara and the West Indies side
have since received another confi-
dence boost from the 3-1 victory in
the one-day series against New
Zealand.

He was not the most influential
figure in the series, but began to
produce the flowing shots that had
been largely absent against India.
Particularly satisfying was his
undefeated 59 in the game in St
Lucia.

"This really helped boost my

confidence in both mental and
physical terms," Lara said.

While not a classic Lara innings,
his 47 in the final one-day game in St
Vincent on Sunday was another job
well-done.

Lara also unleashed in that

match the cuts and pulls that have

been absent from his repertoire

since he sustained the elbow injury.
"I had not played a cut shot at all

BRIAN LARA

until the St Vincent game because
you need full extension of the arm.
But | put one of these through back-
ward point on Sunday which was
very pleasing," Lara said.

"In cricketing terms | am about 90
per cent but you can see just by
looking at it that the injury and arm
extension are still only about 75 per
cent," he said holding out his left
arm.

"l will soon be going back into
physiotherapy to do all the painful
stretching work that | can't do while |
am playing cricket," he said.

"l am now very confident that in
these two Tests against New
Zealand | will be able to give quite a
good account of myself."

Meanwhile, New Zealand have
chosen young fast bowler lan Butler
for the first Test against West Indies
in Bridgetown which started on
Friday.

Butler was preferred to Chris
Martin after the 20-year-old from
Northern Districts showed good
pace and line in the nets at the
Kensington Oval, said Kiwi coach
Denis Aberhart.

Aberhart added that a minor
fracture to the little finger on Martin's
bowling hand and the fact he has
just arrived from New Zealand were
alsofactors.

There was no place at the top of
the batting order for Matthew Horne,
who was squeezed out by the
opening pairing of Mark Richardson
and Lou Vincent.

All-rounder Scott Styris was also
omitted despite his impressive
performances in the one-day series
won 3-1 by West Indies.

West Indies will rest pace bowler
Cameron Cuffy and batsman Ryan
Hinds is the other member of the
original 14-man squad who has not
made the final 12, said team man-
ager Ricky Skerritt.

The identity of the home team's
12th man would be revealed Friday.

Hats off to
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ravenous Brazilian press corps for
days.

"We sometimes trained with ten
players and the press wondered
why," he smirked.

After the samba stars survived
without the prodigious Ronaldinho
for the final 32 minutes the penny
dropped.

"We gave a good image of Brazil,
a good impression of our quality and
our spirit.

"I have ever seen the team
defend the national colours with
such fighting spirit. We are doing a
very good job," said the notoriously
difficult to please Scolari as he
invoked the "fighting spirit" concept
which has also served the South
Koreans so well at the event.

England manager Sven-Goran
Eriksson has admitted his team
could have played better after losing
2-1 to Brazil in the World Cup quar-
ter-finals.

"l hoped we would have done a
little bit better when we played 11
against 10 but it was too late and we
were tired. We didn't use our advan-

winners

tage very much.

"We were chasing, chasing - |
don't think we had one shot on goal
when 11 on 10. The boys tried very
hard.

"Brazil were very good at keep-
ing the ball. We could maybe have
done better today. It was a great pity.

"They are better than us at keep-
ing the ball. | think that's the differ-
ence.

"We made a small mistake at the
end of the first half and maybe
another at the beginning of the
second.

"But, no regrets. We had a great
opportunity to reach the semifinal
and we didn't take it. We did very
wellin the first half until injury time.

"We learned a lot of course,
many things and a lot of young
players we have in the squad they
will be better and better.

"Congratulations to Brazil, they
have a very good football team and
they play very good football."

Murali out of
tri-series?

REUTERS, Taunton

Sri Lanka's Muttiah Muralitharan,
who has been suffering from a
shoulder injury, will not take part in
the triangular one-day series also
involving England and India, BBC
radio has reported.

The off-spinner, who played in
the last two tests of the recent three-
match series won 2-0 by England,
will fly home to Sri Lanka to get fit for
the forthcoming test series against
Bangladesh.

"The team management have
decided to send Murali back to Sri
Lanka," said Sri Lanka tour man-
ager Chandra Schaffter during his
team's one-day game against
English county Somerset.

"We did not feel he was fit
enough to risk playing in a one-day
tournament.”

Sri Lanka team physiotherapist
Alex Kontouri said: "There's no
problem with him batting or bowling,
but there would be a risk with him
divingin the field."

The triangular one-day series
involving Sri Lanka, England and
India starts next Thursday and ends
with the final at Lord's on July 13.
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