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RECOMMENDATIONS

Young Artists' art

exhibition 2002
June 20-July 4

A fortnight long young artists' art
exhibition, organised by the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
will be held at 10:00 a.m. at the
plaza of the National Art Gallery of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
President A.Q.M. Badruddoza
Chowdhury will inaugurate the
event and State Minister in charge
of the Ministry of Cultural Affairs,
Begum Selima Rahman will
preside.

Bird fair,

painting,

quiz competion
June 29

A bird fair will be held at Aga
Thakurpara in Barguna district on
June 29 that is to be organised by
Dalchut, a little magazine club with
cooperation from Enam-Ul-Haque,
President of Bangladesh Bird Club.
Children's painting contest, quiz
competition, photography
exhibition and bird watching will
also be held.

Bangladesh Bird Club had earlier
arranged several similar fairs in
Dhaka, Jahangirnagar University
campus, Rajshahi University
campus and at Amtali of Barguna.

Santal Festival

June 26-30

A festival of the santal community
will be held at Mullanipara at Bhulli
of Thakurgaon district in the
northern part of the country that will
feature traditional cultural items of
the tribals. Members of Coch,
Oraon and Palia communities will
also join the festival. The festival is
being organised by a group of
students of the Dhaka University
Fine Arts Institute.

After a long time

Shilpakala Academy holds first Manipuri and Kathak
dance workshop since 1991

CULTURE DESK

fortnight long classical

dance workshop, organised

by Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, concluded on June 15 in
the city.

This was first workshop on classi-
cal dance genres Manipuri and
Kathak since 1991. Country's most
gifted Manipuri dance exponent
Tamanna Rahman conducted the
workshop, which was in her words, "
generated enthusiasm among the
young dancers of the country. And
the participants found workshop
extremely interactive."

The workshop was participated
by 42 young dancers from Dhaka,
Manikganj, Comilla, Jessore, Bogra,
Natore, Pirojpur, Narayanganj,
Savar and Jhenidah. They belong to
different cultural organizations of the
country.

The State Minister for Culture,
Begum Selima Rahman formally
declared the workshop open in a
simple ceremony on June 1.
Director-General of Shilpakala
Academy, Mostafa Zaman Abbasi
presided over the meet and deliv-
ered speech.
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Dancer Tamanna Rahman in foreground, gives tips to the participants on Kathak
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Street play with
a purpose

for safety of workers to help stop acid terrorism

CULTURE DEsK

street drama titled ‘Sromik

mora jatir sampad’' was

performed at the premises
of Apex Tannery at Hazaribagh in
the city on June 18. The main objec-
tive of the street theatre was to
create awareness among the work-
ing community of the industrial area,
to ensure safety of the workers'
health and to provide a pollution free
environment.

The project of cultural activities
among tannery workers has been
financed by the United States
Department of Labour (USDOL)
that has been implemented Aurora
Associates International Inc. A
group of volunteers from Centre for
Development Services (CDS) has
taken responsibilities of organizing
the event and to raise awareness
among certain selected industries.

The play is written by Sagir
Mostafa and directed by Apel
Bashar. 'Sromik mora jatir
sampad'will be held on premises of
different tannery industries in
Hazaribagh till the month of August
ofthe currentyear.

Participants perform before the audienceon the closing day

Two eminent dancers and train-
ers of the country, Tamanna
Rahman and Shaju Ahmed con-
ducted the training in two separate
sessions on Manipuri and Kathak,
respectively.

Tamanna Rahman started
Manipuri dance with Shantibala
Sinha and was groomed up later by
renowned dance master, Guru Bipin
Singh, Kalavati Devi and Darshana
Jhaveri at Kolkata and Mumbai. She
hopes that this kind of workshop
helps to create interest among
young dancers in classical category
of the performing art. These stu-
dents might choose classical dance
as profession in future.

The workshop on Manipuridance
that has been conducted is a first
one of its kind since the last eleven
years under direct management and
sponsorship of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy.

The Kathak instructor who
received tutelage from renowned
dance guru Birju Maharaj at Delhi
said that her students were quite
committed to dancing and many of
them would become good dancers if

they continue.

The students of both the ses-
sions are satisfied with the work-
shops. Roushan Ara Begum,
Director of the training department
of the academy said that she is quite
content to see the enthusiasm
created among the young dancers
and she will try to arrange this kind of
workshops frequently despite
receiving limited resources from the
academy.

The workshop concluded on
June 15 with a certificate giving
ceremony. A noted dance director
and researcher, Amanul Haque
distributed certificates among the
participants.

Renowned Manipuri guru
Kalavati Devi, from India, was also
present on the occasion. Amanul
Huq, Kalavati Devi, Tamanna
Rahman, Shaju Ahmed and one of
the participants Sushanto Kumar
Das spoke.

The programme came to an end
with presentation of some captivat-
ing dance performance from the
participants of the workshop.
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The play in progress
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A unique mission

Four young men walk on foot from
Street drama speaks Tetulia to Teknaf as they urge all
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CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

uncertainty yet four friends, who

are all students of computer
science at the Gazipur Islamic
University of Technology, setoffona
month long journey on foot from one
end of the country to the other with
an aim of spreading a message,
'Stop Acid Terrorism', while they
crossed numerous cities, towns,
villages, public schools and markets
all along the route.

Mohammad Iftekharul Azam
Rony, Mohammad Zahidul Hasan
Bhuiyan, S.M. Muntasir Mamun and
Mirza Saad Andalib started their
journey on foot from the zero point of
Bangla Bandha at Tetulia on the
morning of May 19, 2002.

'While we passed by towns and
suburbs, people living in and around
the neighbourhoods approached us
and inquired about our objective',
said Rony while speaking to The
Daily Star. 'Inquisitive bus drivers,
passengers, passers-by and villag-
ers provided us complete support
and encouragement while we
informed them about our ultimate
intention to curb the deadly curse of
acid violence over innocent people
of the country', Rony added.

It came as a surprise to the four
when they discovered that most of
the commoners do not know that
criminals indulged in acid violence

I T was a decision full of risk and

For frinds start their nIe mission from Bangla bandha zero point

are liable to face death penalty if
caught. 'ls there any such law in this
country that pronounce death
sentence upon the criminal who
indulges in acid violence ? | have
never heard that any criminal had
been put to death for committing
acid-related misdeed’, mentioned
Zahidul Hasan, while quoting a
villager the group had met earlier on
their tour.

On the noon of June 2, the quar-
tet of youth reached Dhaka city
while continuing on their tough
adventurous mission towards the
end of Shahpari Island at Teknaf.
While leaving Dhaka for Daudkandi
the following morning, the team was
accompanied from Jatrabari till
Kanchpur Bridge by eminent bird
photographer, Enam Ul Haque.

Two of the four campaigners,
Muntasir Mamun and Mirza Saad
fell sick at Sirajganj and
Thakurgaon, respectively, and the
rest of the journey till Teknaf had to
be completed by the other two. The
exciting and noble walk of the young
men came to an end when Iftekharul
Azam Rony and Zahidul Hasan
Bhuiyan reached Shahpari Island at
Teknaf on June 15. According to
their rough estimate, the youth had
completed 1,050 kilometers of walk
that took 28 days to finish.
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