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"I heard your speeches, a resolution 
was taken based on your delibera-
tions and I share your sentiment," 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia told the 
party deputies while rounding off the 
meeting. 

President's son Mahi met his 
father immediately after the BNPP 
meeting at their Baridhara family 
residence. 

Earlier, President Chowdhury   
left his presidential residence, 
Bangabhaban, in the afternoon      
for his family house at Baridhara  
and was staying there till 9:10pm.   
He later returned to Banga-   
bhaban. 

"He (the president) will respect 
the decision (of the party) because 
he is the founding secretary general 
of the BNP," Mahi told reporters.  
"He was a close associate of late 
president Ziaur Rahman." 

On Wednesday, the first day of 
the BNPPP meeting, parliamentari-
ans belonging to the ruling BNP 
demanded impeachment of the 
president. 

They came down heavily on the 
president for not turning up at the 
grave of late president Ziaur 
Rahman at his 21st death anniver-

sary programme. He also did not 
mention the late president's contri-
bution in the country's War of 
Independence in his message on 
the same occasion. 

The lawmakers observed that a 
party-nominated president should 
not ignore the contribution of the 
party's founder.
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one at the Opposition's Meeting 
Room in the Sangsad Bhaban.

Following the general elections 
on October 1 last year, the 8th 
parliament went into its maiden 
session on October 28. But the AL 
refrained from participating in the 
House proceedings due to lack of a  
'congenial atmosphere' and 'politi-
cal persecution' and 'repression' on 
AL leaders and workers.

Hasina left the meeting venue 
yesterday, avoiding queries from 
waiting newsmen.

Asked about the change of party 
stance, senior AL leaders said they 
have decided to attend parliament 
session to 'protect people's interest' 
and to raise their voice against 'anti-
people budget' and 'breakdown' of 
law and order in the country.

Samad Azad also said the joint 
meeting took a resolution condemn-
ing the censure motion against 
Sheikh Hasina adopted by the 
parliament on Tuesday for her 
remarks on late president Ziaur 
Rahman. Terming it 'unparliamen-
tary' and 'indecent,' he said it was 
done in violation of the parliament's 
Rules of  Procedure.   "We 
demanded immediate expunging of 
the deliberations by treasury bench 
members against the Leader of the 
Opposition on Tuesday."

Two other AL presidium mem-
bers-- Tofail Ahmed and Suranjit 
Senguptasaid at the press briefing 
the censure motion against Hasina 
is 'unprecedented'. They noted that 
it was done in violation of House 
rules and norms and in th absence 
of the Leader of the Opposition.

Earlier, addressing the joint 
meeting, Hasina explained the need 

for an end to parliament-boycott, 
saying that as the largest political 
party in the country, AL had a role to 
uphold peoples' interest. "Govern-
ment repression on political oppo-
nents is gong on unabated and the 
proposed budget would seriousely 
affect the people. We have to wage 
movement against these both inside 
and outside the parliament," an AL 
lawmaker quoted her as saying.

She also explained that she 
raised the sensitive issue of late 
president Ziaur Rahman's body 
when this government stopped work 
on a war monument in the city and 
planned to spend public money for 
beautification of a grave where none 
was buried. 

Most of the 67 ALCWC members 
and 58 AL lawmakers took part in 
the discussion.

AL joins JS June 23
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it is willing to give us for any sort of 
possible facilities that we may 
extend."

Khan pointed out Dhaka's frus-
tration over several issues regard-
ing which the Indian government 
'failed to respond positively'. 

He referred to the trade conces-
sions asked from India but still not 
given and said, "We have a trade 
deficit of nearly 1.6 billion dollars 
and even if India offers concessions 
on all our goods, we can not cover 
any substantial part of that deficit. 
We thought that India, considering 
its vast size, would unilaterally 
respond by waiving tariff barriers on 
all the 25 categories of items. But 
that did not happen. We will not ask. 
This waiver would be a goodwill 
gesture. It would be a confidence 
building measure. Still, we have 
extended the bilateral trade treaty 
for another two months.    

"We want relations with India on 
the basis of mutual reciprocity. We 
are neighbours and have to live 
permanently as neighbours.” 

He however said he had very 
useful discussions with his Indian 
counterpart Jaswant Singh and the 
prime minister's National Security 
Advisor Brajesh Mishra during his 
two day visit (June 17-18). Most of  
the bilateral issues were discussed 
and many subjects were flagged for 
future reference, he said.

Foreign Minister Morshed Khan 
yesterday said that during his recent 
visit to Islamabad he had discus-
sions with his Pakistan counterpart 
Abdul Sattar on bilateral, regional 
and international issues of common 

concern.
With the Pakistan Commerce 

Minister also, he said, he had dis-
cussions on trade cooperation 
particularly on Pakistan providing 
duty free access to Bangladesh jute, 
jute goods and tea to its market.

He said that the Pakistan com-
merce minister told him that his 
government would consider the 
matter and let him know about it in 
due course.

Replying to a question whether 
Pak is tan  Pres iden t  Parvez  
Musharraf was due to pay a visit to 
Bangladesh in the next month, he 
said any SAARC country leader 
would be welcomed to visit 
Bangladesh on a priority basis.
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Brazilians holding a big 4-1 lead in 
that department. 

The two teams also have a lot to 
prove in the game today in 
Shizuoka. 

The Brazilians are still hurting 
from their 3-0 defeat to France in the 
final four years ago. They last won in 
1994, adding to championships in 
1958, '62 and '70, during the Pele 
era.

That 1998 final was particularly 
upsetting for striker Ronaldo, who 
was sick on the morning of the 
game. He played but was ineffec-
tive, and then was sidelined with 
knee injuries. 

"After two years without playing, 
this is without a doubt a personal 
victory," he said. "Now I'm becoming 
a normal player again and scoring 
important goals." 

As for England, it hates being 
reminded that its lone title came 36 
years ago when it was the host, and 
that it hasn't beaten Brazil in three 
World Cup meetings -- 3-1 and 1-0 
losses and a 0-0 tie 

Coach Sven-Goran Eriksson 
believes the time is right to end that 
streak. 

"It is always a pleasure to see 
Brazil play football. If you give them 
the time and space, they are very 
good," he said. "Their attacking is 
excellent and they have got a lot of 
individual skill. But maybe they are 
not as good at defending as they are 
at attacking, and hopefully we can 
use that. 

"I guess that maybe it is the best 
defence in the World Cup against 

the best attack. It will be a big battle, 
but I am very optimistic." 

Brazil have scored 13 goals in 
four games at this World Cup, while 
England have not given up a goal in 
its last three, including a victory 
against Argentina. 

"We are so equal, a game like this 
is decided on details," said Juninho, 
who knows the English game from 
his time with Middlesbrough in the 
Premier League. "Brazilians have 
more technique, but we have to 
match them in heart and also be 
attentive to high balls, which they 
play better than we do." 

In the teams' last World Cup 
meeting in 1970, a 1-0 victory for 
Brazil, the Brazilian attack featured 
Pele, Tostao, Jairzinho and Rivelino. 
This time, it's Ronaldo, Rivaldo and 
Ronaldinho, the so-called "Three 
Rs" who strike fear into any defence. 
Ronaldo has five goals and Rivaldo 
four. 

In 1970, Brazil had an attacking 
fullback in Carlos Alberto. This time 
they have Roberto Carlos, who has 
one of the hardest swerving free 
kicks in the game. 

England went into the 1970 
World Cup as defending champion 
with a defence built around Bobby 
Moore. This time they have Rio 
Ferdinand who, by coincidence, 
started his career with Moore's club, 
West Ham. 

Although veteran goalkeeper 
David Seaman isn't in the same 
class as Gordon Banks, who made a 
memorable save from a Pele header 
in 1970, he has proved that, at age 
38, there are few better goalies 

around. 
England also have stars in cap-

tain David Beckham, another expert 
with long-range free kicks, and 
striker Michael Owen, who scored 
three goals in the team's 5-1 victory 
over Germany in Munich during the 
qualifying rounds. 

Although Owen injured his groin 
during the 3-0 victory over Denmark 
in the last game, he is expected to 
play against Brazil, ready to expose 
weaknesses in its defence. 

England also might have an 
advantage on the bench, and it has 
nothing to do with the players. 

Former ly  o f  Gremio  and 
Palmeiras, Brazil coach Luiz Felipe 
Scolari doesn't have the pedigree of 
Eriksson, who has been successful 
in three European countries. 

The Swede, who overcame 
opposition from critics who insisted 
England should be coached by an 
Englishman, led IFK Gothenburg to 
the Swedish title, Benfica to three 
Portuguese crowns and Italy's Lazio 
to glory in the European Cup 
Winners and the league title. 

Taking over England in January 
2001, Eriksson's first five games 
were all victories, a national team 
record. The soft-spoken coach's 
experience could be a key against 
Brazil. 

"I don't think they are worried 
about playing England," Beckham 
said. "But then I don't think we are 
too worried about playing against 
them, either. That's the sort of confi-
dence we must have."

Classic clash on cards

Israeli tanks
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In Jenin camp, as many as 250-300 
people were loaded onto six buses 
and taken away for questioning. A 
local hospital was taken over and 
the army entered the home of the 
local leader of the Islamic Jihad 
group in the camp.

Following Wednesday night's 
suicide bombing in Jerusalem, 
Israeli troops also moved on the 
Gaza Strip.

Israeli helicopter gunships fired 
missiles at targets in Gaza City and 
in the south, wounding six people, 
while troops snatched six other 
people wanted for questioning.

Meanwhile, a Palestinian militant 
was killed in the early hours of 
yesterday during an aborted attack 
on a religious secondary school in a 
Jewish settlement near the West 
Bank town of Hebron.

A human chain was formed in front of the Chittagong Press Club yesterday, demanding punishment to the killers of 
Sabequn Nahar Sony, a BUET student.  

FM tags condition
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the new deal to Delhi for its com-
ments.

At the other end of the debate, the 
foreign ministry brought a charge of 
'violation of norms' against the com-
merce ministry as it has agreed to a 
Nepalese proposal for trade talks 
without informing the foreign ministry, 
sources said.

The Nepalese Embassy in Dhaka 
sent a proposal to the commerce 
ministry for trade talks and the minis-
try in reply sent a proposal for talks at 
the end of this month.

As the reply was communicated 
directly to the Nepalese Embassy 
without informing the foreign ministry, 
the foreign ministry wrote a letter to 
the commerce ministry saying it 
should not have done so, the sources 
said. 

The commerce ministry is yet to 
reply and waiting for the Commerce 
Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud 
Chowdhury's return from Moscow.

Some leading businessmen think 
the inter-ministerial row stifles any 
well-concerted effort for trade negoti-
ations with the country's neighbours.

"Because of conflicts and misun-
derstandings, we have faltered in our 
negotiations with other countries. 

Even in the April trade talks with India, 
we have seen these problems," a 
leading businessman told The Daily 
Star.

The row between the two minis-
tries started after the April trade talks 
with India in Dhaka. The Bangladesh 
negotiators at the talks de-linked the 
transit-transhipment and border 
trade issues from any future trade 
talks and sent those for consideration 
of the Joint Economic Commission 
(JEC). 

As the foreign ministry has to lead 
the country in the JEC, the ministry 
officials did not like the move, assum-
ing that most sensitive issues with 
India were passed on to them without 
their consent.

"It means we are in an awkward 
situation, as we have to deal with the 
transit-transhipment and border 
trade issues at any future JEC meet. 
These issues are highly sensitive and 
raised more political clamour," a high 
official of the foreign ministry said. 

In this context, highly placed 
sources said, some foreign ministry 
officials viewed that the transit-
transhipment and border trade 
issues should be solved at trade 
talks.

Regional trade
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University of Wales in the UK. He 
received his Postgraduate Medical 
Training in London, Cardiff and 
Edinburgh in the UK.

A brilliant student, Chowdhury 
secured the second position in the 
Matriculation Examination and 
stood first in the MBBS (medicine) 
Examination. He completed his 
MRCP from the Royal College of 
Physicians at Edinburgh and 
Glasgow and TDD from Wales 
University. 

He was elected FCPS (Bangla-
desh) as the honorary fellow and 
fellow to the Royal College of 
Physicians from Edinburgh in 1978 
and later from Glasgow.

Badruddoza Chowdhury also 
authored a number of research 
papers in national and international 
journals. He was also associated 
with the anti-tuberculosis campaign 
and had been the president of the 
N a t i o n a l  A n t i - Tu b e r c u l o s i s  
Association of Bangladesh for a 

number of times. 
Even after being the president, 

he ran free clinics in his own constit-
uency and treated patients free at 
the Bangabhaban. 

Well known for his patronage to 
art and culture, Chowdhury was 
involved in cultural movement. He is 
also an author, essayist, playwright 
and orator. He received the National 
Television Award in 1976.

He was the deputy leader of the 
BNP Parliamentary Party and the 
House after the 1979 election. 

Chowdhury was also the senior 
deputy prime minister in Ziaur 
Rahman's cabinet. He was also the 
deputy leader of the opposition in 
parliament in 1996. 

Professor Chowdhury was a 
known face in rallies and parades of 
the BNP in opposition.

Chowdhury is married to Hasina 
Warda Chowdhury and has two 
daughters, a son and two grandchil-
dren.

President's profile 
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impact on the poor," he observed. 
Prof. Rehman Sobhan said tax 

administration is malfunctioning and 
there is no accountability in expen-
diture. "What is done with the money 
is totally non-transparent." 

The degree of flexibility given to a 
finance minister is limited since the 
defence sector, debt servicing and 
salary expenditures deplete the bulk 
of the budget, he mentioned. He 
termed Bangladesh an under-taxed 
country, saying it is not enough only 
to enhance the tax base but to make 
it a tax-compliant. 

"Unfortunately, the budget is not 
discussed in parliament," Prof. 
Sobhan said. 

Former finance minister M 
Syeduzzaman said a mid-term 
review is necessary to identify 
economic problems beforehand. If 
the revenue target is not possible to 
materialise and the ADP not cut, 
borrowing from banks would defi-
nitely increase. Besides, the inter-
national environment and export 
prospects are not looking good for 
the country. These may lead to 
macro-economic imbalances, he 
added.

Former finance minister AMA 
Muhit said the most non-transparent 
aspect of the budget is that nobody 
knows where the money is spent.

Economist Atiur Rahman said 
businessmen-turned- politicians are 
dominating the parliament. Around 
85 per cent of the members of 
parliament are businessmen- 
turned-politicians and their pres-
sures are reflected in the proposed 
budget. 

“The proposed budget will not 
help increase investment and 
generate employment," he said.

BEA President Dr Moinul Islam 
said the size of the budget is Tk 
47,168 crore, not Tk 44854 crore as 
mentioned because the finance 
minister did not include the amount 
needed for debt servicing. 

Considering the present eco-
nomic slowdown, he said, the 
budget is totally against the interest 
of the majority as the finance minis-
ter has reduced tax on new cars, air 
conditioners and other luxury items 
and imposed taxes on computers, 
buses and mini buses just to name a 
few. 

G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

Jatiyatabadi Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) 
Hasanul Huq Inu said 'smuggling is 
more rewarding than trading and 
trading is more rewarding than 
manufacturing in the present situa-
tion'.

No measure has been taken in 
the proposed budget to control the 
misuse of funds and corruption. It 
gives no direction on how the coun-
try can face the challenges of 
globalisation, Inu commented. 

Budget on poor's back

Dr Alamgir
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sides, the court rejected the petition.
The case was filed with CMM's 

Court, Dhaka on April 8 against 
Alamgir and five others.

In the case, it has been alleged 
the accused had erected a 'Janatar 
Mancha' (people's dais) in front of 
the Jatiya Press Club in March, 1996 
and instigated government officials 
and employees to join the agitation 
against the then BNP government.

Alamgir was arrested at the Zia 
International Airport on March 15 on 
his return from Singapore under 
Section 54 of the CrPC.

AFP, Beijing

More than 100 miners were       
feared dead in a major gas explo-
sion at a coal mine in northeast        
China's Heilongjiang province 
yesterday, according to state media 
reports.

At least 58 miners were killed in 
the explosion at 9:45 am (0145 
GMT) which occurred as some 140 
miners were working underground 
in the Chengzihe Coal Mine, the 
official Xinhua news agency said.

A further 58 remain unacco-
unted for, while 24 have been res-
cued, the agency said. Eight of the 
seriously injured have been hospita-
lised.

Zhao Wenlin, the general man-
ager of the mine in Jixi city, had been 
inspecting work underground when 
the explosion occurred. It was not 
known whether he was among the 
dead or injured.

Jixi's mayor Wu Wei and leaders 
from the Jixi Mining Industry Group 
are coordinating rescue efforts at 
the site and Heilongjiang's governor 
Song Fatang, was on his way to Jixi, 
Xinhua said.

Two other coal mine explosions 
in the same city killed 31 miners and 
injured 43 others in April.

The more serious of the two 
accidents occurred when 73 people 
were inside the Donghai Mine in Jixi 
city on April 8, Xinhua reported then. 
An employee at the mine later said 
24 people had died and 39 were 
injured when the mine shaft col-
lapsed.

In the other accident on April      
8, seven miners were reportedly 
killed by a gas explosion at a      
privately-owned mine in Didao 
district.

China's State Administration of 
Coalmine Safety late yesterday 
ordered the closure of 10 coal mines 
under the Jixi Mining Administrative 
Bureau, according to Xinhua.

It said other mines in China were 
being urged to draw lessons from 
the latest explosion and said author-
ities were "gravely concerned over 
the accident".

China is expected to close thou-
sands of small coal mines this year 

in an attempt to reduce the appalling 
death toll among workers in the 
industry.

100 miners feared 
dead in explosion
in China

Forex seized
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toms hall. Officials then searched his 
baggage and recovered 2.06 lakh 
rial. 

Nurul Islam, who hails from 
Chatkhil in Noakhali, was shown 
arrested for foreign currency smug-
gling and handed over to airport 
police. 

Earlier, foreign currencies equiv-
alent to about Tk 64 lakh were seized 
at the airport on June 14 in two 
operations led by the same official.

Biggest tug boat
Kandari-1 to be
inaugurated today
BSS, Ctg

The country's biggest tug boat M T 
Kandari-1 built at a cost of Tk 14.98 
crore will be inaugurated today.

Shipping Minister Lt Col (Retd) 
Akbar Hossain will inaugurate the 
tug boat, owned by Chittagong Port 
Authority (CPA) at a formal cere-
mony.

CPA sources said the Kandari-1 
was first built by the Narayanganj 
Dock Yard in 1984 at a cost of Tk 5 
crore but it sank twice in the river 
Karnafuli due to mechanical fault 
immediate after its commissioning.

Talking to journalists yesterday 
morning at the dock of the Kandari-
1,  Engineer  Abdur Rashid,  
Managing Director of the KSMW 
Ltd, a private-owned local ship 
builder said that successful trail of 
the newly-built tug boat by a group 
of experts completed recently.

Rashid said the 2500 horse 
power Kandari-1 now can pull a 
vessel weighting 60,000 metric tons 
during favourable wind and current, 
and vessel weighting 30,000 metric 
tons during disfavourable wind and 
current.

The tug boat was constructed by 
the local ship builder under supervi-
sion of local experts with the help of 
GP Marine, Singapore and recom-
mended by internationally reputed 
firm Lioyd's, he added.

Rashid said KSMW Ltd since its 
establishment in 1994 with primary 
investment of Tk 5 crore had suc-
cessfully repaired 160 different 
categories of ships and was able to 
build nine new ships, including Sea 
Truck, Fishing Boat, Oil Tanker and 
Cargo Ships. A total of 500 people 
now working in his firm.

DESA snaps 68
more lines
BSS, Dhaka

Dhaka Electric Supply Authority 
(DESA) as part of its ongoing drive 
against illegal use of electricity 
snapped 68 lines of bill defaulters and 
illegal users in the city's Kakrail and 
Banglabazar areas yesterday.

Three separate mobile courts of 
DESA comprising three magistrates 
also realised Tk 1.64 lakh from the bill 
defaulters and lodged cases against 
57 persons in this connection, a  DESA 
press release said.

The drive, which began on March 3 
against the bill defaulters and illegal 
users, will continue until further order, 
the release added.

Navy chief 
visits Khulna 
naval areas
BSS, Dhaka

New Chief of the Naval Staff Rear 
Admiral Shah Iqbal Mujtaba 
returned here yesterday morning 
after a two-day first-ever official visit 
to the Khulna Naval area.

As part of his programme, 
Admiral Mujtaba visited BNS 
Titumir, BNS Mongla and the Khulna 
Shipyard, an ISPR press release 
said.

During his visit to these estab-
lishments smartly attired BN per-
sonnel presented him guard of 
honour. He inspected the guard and 
took the salute. Besides a traditional 
static parade was also held as a 
mark of respect to the new chief of 
naval staff on his maiden visit there. 
He also planted saplings at these 
naval establishments.

Addressing the officers, sailors 
and civilian employees, Admiral 
Mujtaba paid rich tributes to            
the martyrs who made supreme 
sacrifice in the country's great 
language movement in 1952 and      
the War of Liberation in 1971.          
He also called upon the navy per-
sonnel to dedicate themselves to 
the service of our beloved mother-
land in keeping with the ideology of 
the martyrs.

Admiral Mujtaba stated that the 
members of Bangladesh Navy have 
been safeguarding the maritime 
interests and the sovereignty of our 
vast sea area through their relent-
less vigilance and constant patrol.

The chief of naval staff also laid 
stress on the importance of moral 
values and professionalism in the 
overal l  development of  the 
Bangladesh Navy.

Govt firm to
protect rights
of children
BSS, Dhaka

Minister for Science and Information 
and Communication Technology 
(ICT) Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan yes-
terday said the government was 
pledge-bound to create conducive 
atmosphere for the flourish of latest 
talents of children and to protect 
their rights.

He said late President Ziaur 
Rahman took different initiatives 
including introduction of Natun Kuri 
p rog ramme i n  Bang ladesh  
Television (BTV) to flourish the 
hidden talent of the children.

"Previous Awami League gov-
ernment closed the Natun Kuri 
programme in BTV for only one 
reason because it was introduced 
by Ziaur Rahman," the minister said 
while addressing the inaugural 
function of 'Jatiya Zia Shishu Shilpi 
Protijogita (child artistes competi-
tion) Shapla Kuri-2002' at Shishu 
Academy.

Presided over by the acting 
chairperson of the academy 
Principal Hamida Ali, the function 
was also addressed by secretary of 
the academy M Humayun Kabir and 
its director Shamsul Alam Liton.

‘State must 
ensure 
equal rights 
of people’
BSS, Dhaka

Former Chief Justice Mostafa 
Kamal yesterday said it is the 
responsibility of state to fulfil any 
legitimate demand and ensure 
equal rights of the people.

"Our constitution has guaran-
teed equal rights for all and state 
has the responsibility to fulfil any 
legitimate demand of the people," 
he said.

Justice Kamal was speaking at 
a discussion on "Participation of 
Disabled in the Election Process of 
Bangladesh," organised by Action 
of Disability and Development 
(ADD) at Bangladesh Institute of 
Administration and Management 
auditorium here.

Presided over by Programme 
Manager of ADD Mosharraf 
Hossain, the discussion was 
participated by Executive Director 
of Democracy Watch Taleya 
Rahman, Country Representative 
of Asia Foundation Karin L 
Kashper, and Second Secretary of 
EU Josephine Kalinauckas.

Referring to the demand of the 
disabled, Mostafa Kamal said it is 
now matter of time to fulfil the 
demand of the disabled.

He called upon them (disabled) 
to work with utmost sincerity, and 
said they have achieved tremen-
dous progress in different fields of 
development during the last cou-
ple of years without any help of the 
government. 

Stevedores 
call off 
planned
strike
BSS, Ctg

Bangladesh Master Stevedores 
Association (BMSA) yesterday 
called off their proposed indefinite 
strike in Chittagong port, scheduled 
from last night following a fruitful 
meeting between Port Users Forum 
and Chittagong Port Authority, 
BMSA and port sources said.

President asked

REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, under pressure to revive 
his ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), is expected to reshuffle his 
cabinet soon, a government source 
said yesterday.

He said no timing had been set 
for the reshuffle, but described it as 
being "overdue."

Vajpayee has long been 
expected to reshuffle his top team 
after serious setbacks for the Hindu 
nationalist BJP in state elections 
earlier this year. He had to postpone 
it because of a military standoff with 
Pakistan over disputed Kashmir.

"A cabinet reshuffle is possible 
soon but the timing has not yet been 
decided. It is overdue," the source 
said, declining to give further 
details.

Domestic media has focused on 
speculation that Vajpayee might 
drop or move Finance Minister 
Yashwant Sinha, who faced heavy 
criticism from BJP members over an 
unpopular budget he unveiled in 
February for the financial year 
starting in April 2002.

The 77-year-old Vajpayee last 
carried out a major reshuffle in 
September in a move which was 
meant to burnish his government's 
image and speed up economic 
reforms.

Several new faces were brought 
in and Disinvestment Minister Arun 
Shourie, who has been pushing 
India's privatisation programme, 
was elevated to cabinet rank.

The BJP, which swept to national 
prominence on a wave of Hindu 
nationalism following the razing of a 
Muslim mosque in Ayodhya in 1992, 
had to drop many of its hardline 
views in order to form a coalition 
government in 1999.

But it has since lost control of 
several key states, including India's 
biggest state Uttara Pradesh -- the 
BJP's heartland and home to 
Ayodhya -- in elections earlier this 
year, prompting a bout of soul-
searching over the party's future.

Sinha in particular came under 

attack for failing to sell the benefits 
of economic reforms to the elector-
ate.

The BJP also came under fire for 
its handling of Hindu-Muslim riots in 
February and March in western 
Gujarat state, one of the few states 
which it still controls.

Political analysts say Vajpayee is 
keen to undertake an image change 
before the next general election due 
by 2004.

The BJP's parliamentary allies 
are also expected to push Vajpayee 
to try to obtain ministerial berths in 
any reshuffle.

Vajpayee may 
reshuffle
cabinet soon
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US-British 
raids kill four 
Iraqis
in Baghdad
AFP, Baghdad

Four Iraqis were killed and 10 
wounded when US and British 
warplanes bombed southern Iraq 
yesterday, a military spokesman in 
Baghdad said. 

The United States and Britain 
"added another ugly crime to their 
black record when their aircraft 
attacked our civilian and services 
installations in Missan province,    
366 km south of Baghdad, killing 
four ci t izens and wounding                     
10 others," said the spokesman, 
quoted by the official INA news 
agency. 

The US Central Command 
earlier said US and British war-
planes struck an Iraqi military com-
mand and control centre that was 
helping to direct anti-aircraft artillery 
fire at coalition planes patrolling a 
no-fly zone in south Iraq. 

Duma approves 
anti-extremism 
bill
AFP, Moscow, June 20

Russia's lower house of parliament 
on Thursday pushed forward 
Kremlin-sponsored legislation on 
extremism which human rights 
groups warn could also lead to 
crackdowns on the country's politi-
cal opposition as well as extremists. 

The State Duma approved a bill 
in a 272-126 vote in the second of 
three required readings. 

Among other things, the legisla-
tion defines extremism as any 
action that resists the actions of 
authorities on both federal and local 
level. 

It identifies "extremist activity" as 
any steps taken by public or reli-
gious groups, as well as the media, 
which undermine the Russian 
constitution and national security. 

It also allows the police to dis-
band parties and political move-
ments that have been identified as 
extremist in nature. 

Human rights groups have 
criticized the bill as too vague, 
fearing that it will give law enforce-
ment agencies the authority to crack 
down on opposition political parties 
and figures as well as genuine 
extremists. 
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