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- Pasadena Jet Propulsion Laboratory has reported that a new
planet has been discovered in the far distant corner of the uni- -
verse, which is only 41 light years away from us. | was trying o
fathom in my imagination how far is this 41 light years? Then |

| ;ubnﬂtted to the limitations of my human humbleness.

vastexpanse of this mostly uncharted universe, despite their very

- Human beings will rule the universe

Man, as a creature, is in many ways a wonderful animal. In the

& limited shape, power and intelligence, have showed their amaz-
(IDE creative energy. From the prehistoric man to this day, the
human race have come a long way to prove that their creative
energy have surpassed their small shape. We have ventured into
the void of the universe, we have crossed the roaring oceans and
we have scaled the highest mountains on earth, But these
achievements were not easy. At times human ignorance was
::!ur greatest enemy. Human knowledge has enormous possibili-
ies. ‘
We sometimes lose hope in us due (o some temporary deba-
| cles, butwe should really be proud of ourselves. Human energy is
limitless in various ways. | can say that tll such time another
| speciesisdiscovered some where, we will rule the universe.
Akbar Hussain
| Toronto, Canada
Want exemplary 11]I dunt_'t 1l::1uw i]f we ‘l:;:uﬁ:lrl }t:z
4 ajeros tor the police wath our «
pumshment of money but | dr.: seem to recall that
ACAkram the new police motorcycles were
AC Akram has been given life sen- Et‘:tg:l :‘::,h T:»::BI::T;:?::H:T:T::.?\
tence. But do we need a killer in our knew that ,:‘.":' lll'lnglildt?\:h "H;.
society? Why should we feed a crimi- iroe '.-u.-‘hir?u-a Hﬁ" 1iv g they'll
nal like him for therest of his lile? F Qrac 'd. B bt i 1‘ nbi-
Wouldn't it have been more exem- - ._I.di‘“m" A
net's jumbo motorcades.

The Universe belongs to us!

plary 10 hang AC Akram till death
particularly when abuse of law and
atrocities ol law enforcer is the order
ol the day?

Shawkat
Dhaka

Vulgarityin the
Sports Page

This is with respect to the ongoing
debate regarding vulgarity on the
Sports Page. In fact the Sports Pageis
printing what is actually happening
in the field and watched by billions
ol viewers worldwide. As rightly said
The Daily Star goes 10 a selected
class and 1 personally believe that
the religious, social, moral standing
of that class is not that weak.

Whatl find isthe fact that all those
for and against have one thing in
common which is they are true
lovers of The Daily Star as such )
recommend that let us respect the
individuals' sentiments as we are all

Last might I also saw one of our
pathetic ambulances vainly trying to
get through the tralfic in Tejgaon
with its weedy siren struggling to be
heard above the clamour of scooters
and horns. None of the cars or buses
bothered much about letting it
through; I even saw a government
Pajero trving to overtake it. Our
priorities seem 1o be that ministers
commule (o their homes is more
urgent than getting patients to our
hospitals that the PM shuns for
hersell,

Bastiat
Dhaka

Bothsidesofthestory

It refers to Mr. Nasir's letter "Hasina
1S consoling a journalist!” (June 10).
[t said that durning the last 5-years AL
treated the journalists with the most
undemocratic manner. | agree with
him. But what the present govern-
ment is doing? Do you think thev are

[slamic terrorists

This is a response to Mr. Khan's
letter regarding Islamic terrorist, |
agree with him. Those of Kashmir
and Palestine are indced freedom
fighters. Ifany one says that because
of being freedom lighters, they are
terrorists then we were also terror-
ISIS once.

The Kashmiri people want an
independent state and the Palestin-
rans want an end of Israeli occupa-
tion. But the problem is that they are
fighting for [reedom in a wrong way.
Killing innocent people isn't the
proper way o attain freedom. It is
time that these freedom-loving
people settled their problems
through dialogues and if they fail to
get their inalienable rights, they
should go for adecisive fight against
those who are curbing their free-
dom rather than a reckless fight. But
| also think that sauslying the legal
demands of the Palesunians and the
Kashmiri people (giving them
treedom) is the ultimate solution to
all problems.

Sameer Ahmed Khan Mojlish
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

RAJUK indeep slumber

Itisreally heartening to note that the
Ministry ol Energy alter getting a

* fellow readers of the daily and stop  anybetter? lead from The Daily Star news is
this discussion. This one month of Previously we read reports on AL trying to clean up the Titas Gas Co. |
testuvity has reached deep into our leaders such as Joyhal Hazari and am rather d““”“_‘-‘*hl'd (o see that a
homes and we are huﬁng fun with Shamim Osman. And now we have number of news items and letters to

- - - -
| National budget and kiwifruits
[ don't have an economics back- §&% R %‘ some kind of fruit from New Zea-
ground. So, I admit that I do not 4% < - Y land.IhaveneverseenitandIdon't
| have the knowledge necessary to - e s know who are the consumers of
understand national budget. Still I N /] s SH@ this fruitin Bangladesh and what is
ventured through the tonsof words }i: ¥4 their number? But, one thing is sure
| andmazeoftables thatappearedin that these consumers are not poor.
the newspaper as the budget Wait a minute! | think now 1
speech of the Finance Minister. understand the budget. It's all there
And Ithink | have discovered some- in the Finance Minister's comment
thing important: price of kiwifruits ‘%2 as quoted in The Daily Star (June 8):
will go down and price of milk pow- "Budget is an exercise to take one
der will increase. Only I am not so classand giveitto the others. This s
sure that | understand it correctly. el B Dbasically politics of social conflict.”
Why on earth should the budget By ' v"' frustrats So, take from the milk powder and
| raise the price of milk and dairy dget: Fruits of frustration give it to the kiwifruits. It's so sim-
products while most of the children of Bangla- pleand clear!
desh suffer rommalnutrition? Then againwhat  NeazAl Rahman
1s Kiwifruits? From its name I guess it may be  pDhaka
+J the whole family while our wives reportsonVP Joynal and Nasiruddin  the Editor on RAJUK could not get

most enthusiastically and even
untinngly have been very kind (o
serve snacks and tea and sharing us
the joys and agony of defeat. Let us
have fun for the remaining couple of
days specially to have a little devia-
tion in this stressful world.

Pintu. The scenario is mostly
unchanged except for some faces.
After the October election we have
seen violence probably at its highest
rate. I will never forget the tragic
story of Mahima. The 15-year-old
girl who was raped because her

Syed Feroze Ahmed father worked for the AL during the
- last election.
Barid) - Dhaka
ARG v Mr. Nasir blamed AL Jor disclos-

This is in regards to the letters on the
issue of The Daily Star Sports page
printing vulgar photographs of
football fans (June 19).

Please allow me (o make a little
prediction. In the upcoming quarter

finals Korea will beat Spain and larer

in the semi finals fall to Germany. In
the other marches Senegal will beat
Turkey and then go on to lose 10
England in the semis. Yes that's right;
England will win the semi finals
leading up to a World Cup final
against Germany.

My point is since Brazil will lose 1o
England on Friday | would really
appreciate it it The Dally Star Sports
page would do a commemorative
issue on Saturday as a touching
larewell to all the Brazilian fans we
won't be seeing lor another four

years,

Beowulf
Diuvika

Ministers' jumbo
motorcades

No sooner do the police get their
nice new motorcycles that they are

Ing internal quarrels to foreign
dignitaries. According to him Al
should have been quiet about the
ongoing violence. Surprisingly, he
did not mention anything of BNP
government's failure 1o control
terrorism.

| don't support the terrorist
activities committed by AL leaders
during their regime. BNP leaders
and many blind BNP supporters will
always speak of AL's misrule. But the
misrule of the past government does
not give the present one a license to
lerrorise the country.

Jabed
Sylliet

"David fights Goliath”

This is in reference 1o M. Ahmed
jJune 8 ("David fhights Goliath”). |
would like to inform Ahmed about
his misconception of Pakistan's
strength.

Your statement is not acceptable,
as you have said India can wipe out
Pakistan. Well Pakistan can also wipe
out India. Il you look at India's
nuclear weapons theyhave only one
ballistic missile (Prithvi) with a low

" commandeered by Ministers for 000 o6 150km . while Pakistan has
? their motorcades. Last night on the o0 0 nichic missile with a range of
:’:y home | saw this twice and Euam 2000km (Shaheen/Ghauri).
I8 morning. Once in Kawran Bazar e
. " M | S ap S dre
where the Minister had two of the India’s nuclear we ipons are of
: ! low range of 10kilo tons while Paki-
_ new motorcycles as outriders and : B
A in Kemal Ataturk where a Stan's are of 20kilo tons, more than
& jp i o . | the bomb, which had been thrown to
: Ministerial Nissan Patrol (GHA 02- : |
4 . . Hiroshima by America (that was
¥ 2415) sped through rush hour trallic ‘ Bidadagezrs =)
- i , - 14kilo tons). So just imagine who
[ sirens wailing and lights Nashing e Pt e
E escorted by one of the new police pe :
.' Pajeros that we seem to have Faisal

Pl fbou I
g, . —_‘_,- @
o R ‘:.

Muaghbazar, Dhaka

the concerned ministry awaken
fromtheir deep slumber!

It is believed that many files are
pending in RAJUK since long for
want of grease,

Unless money is paid no files
movein RAJUK!

Would the Prime Minister take
necessary steps with special refer-
enceto:-

a) Pending cases/files and their
disposals. Public may be requested
to register cases to special cell of the
concerned ministry, (o be opened.
b) Enquiry on applications submit-
ted by our foreign exchange earners
from abroad for land allotments
paying hard currency, and action
taken by the last government,
whether [air or unfair.

Bari
One-mail

BT TBandAlcatel

We already know who the beneli-
ciary of the Korean Frigate scam was
although the government tried o
excise the name of their latest recruit
from the White Paper.

Now | see this anticle on the ongo-
Ing controversy with Alcatel. Which
politically connected person bene-
lited Irom this deal? Must be some-
one really powerful since neither Al
nor BNP has twouched him. Who
could it be?

Tintin
Dhaka

Death ofa pilot
A Cessna-150 training aircrafl
crashed in Utrara and the pilot Sakib
died on the spot. The young man
joined Air Parabart Flying Academy
(0 become a pilot. | feel sorry lor
Sakib and his family, Such deaths are
always painful. Two trainee pilots
died ina similar crash four years ago,
And it was the same Parabat Flying
Academy.

Fhe country has shortage of
pllots, We spend a huge amount of

foreign exchange on foreign pilots.
And such type of accidents would
discourage others to enter this
prolession. The government should
investigate this accident properly to
prevent furtheraccidents.

Jabed
Sylher

Dhaka's future
bussystem

One problem that will not be
addressed by buses (any size) is the
extremely convenient, door-to-door
service provided by rickshaws and
baby-taxis. People are so used to it
and this is why these vehicles keep
coming back and remain widely
used. Any solution, | believe should
nclude such personal door-to-door
component, Thus, we have 1o find a
way o combine large celficient
impersonal modes like busces, elc.
with rickshaws, mopeds, scooters,
Clo,
My suggestions:

(1) Many major cities in the world do
not allow all forms 1o transports to
travel along all the roads, e.g., high-
ways are restricted 1o cars, buses,
e1c. - (not motorcyeles), buses are
restricted to single lanes, and etc. In
Dhaka, they should extend the
system they have implemented on
Mymensingh Road to the whole city.
“Major thoroughfares™ should not
allow any rickshaws, scooters, or
pedestrians... only cars, buses, 1axis,
(rucks, ete. At Lhe same. pime
“leeder” ‘or "secondary” roads
crossing the major thoroughfares
should be allowed only for rick-

shaws, scooters, bicycles, and other-

door-to-door transport mediums.
Thus, essentially, for short or
medium distance trips, people can
take these door-to-door mediums
(theywill just find the routes to cross
major thoroughfares, without going
on them). And, for long-distance
travels, people can take the mecha-
msed mediums like bus, taxi etc.

(2) Ban the polluting auto-
rickshaws. Instead of it, the govern-
ment should remove duty on very
small cars and allow people to
import them and run them as taxis.
Allow other things like mopeds,
pedicabs, etc. to ply the feeder roads.
(3) For major thoroughfares, close
them off in such a way (i.e., limit
dccess) so that only allowed trans-
ports canenter and ply them. Ensure
It through heavy fines and confisca-
tion oflicense, rickshaw, elc.

KhanZahid

Riyad Bank, Saudi Arabia

In my opinion the mass-transit
traffic problem in the Dhaka city
would be cut by at least one third if
we moved the garments factories
(and the wholesale districts) to the
outskirts of the city around the ring
roads. That way export and com-
mercial traffic wouldn't have to
come even near the city. This pro-
posal has been floated so many
times yet no one pays heed in the
CityCorporation.

Beljing has now eight ring high-
ways (not roads) connected by Los
Angeles style highway interchange
llyovers. All businesses (manufac-
tunng and wholesale) are planned to
be on the sides of the highways like
inthe USA.

Where are the city planners in
Dhaka?Whois at the drivers' seal?

Manbil
(ne-mail

"Values and morality"

Ihis is in response (o Akbar
Hussain's letter "values and moral-
ity” (Junel?). What has been

depictedintheletter, isthe cryol the
human soul throughout the ages ol
civilization and nothing new.
Human civilisation, is inseparably
linked with migration and the con-
fhictof cultural changes.

But are we, who live in Bangla-
desh, altogether free [rom contra-
dictions and agonies, when in every
seclor corruption is reaching sky
high?

Not only that a handful of honest
people who are still oiling the old
lamp of honesty and sincerity are
continuously cornered and
neglected,

According to the recently pub-
lished World Bank--UNDP reports
on corruption and mismanagement
of our public sectors, it has been
revealed that wastage is to the tune
of 40% -- which corroborate the

Transparency International's (T1)
claim as Bangladesh being the most
corrupt country.

50 where Is our solace and comn-
fort?Whatever might be the negative
sides of the West, there at least a
person could live with honesty and
dignity.

J Kobir
Mirpur, Dhaka

Iron foot-overbridge
T'he foot-over bridge accidents
killing three people shocked (he
entire pnation. To prevent such acci-
dents the government decided 1o
stop constructing all the under-
construction concrete over bridges,
Thedecisioniswell taken.

Now what should be the alterna-
tive to concrete over bridges? I think
the use ofiron bars for the purpose is
a good option. lron bridges can
easily be removed if found hazard-
ousand the cost ol construction may
also beless than the concrete ones.

T'he lormer AL government con-
structed many iron loot-over
bridges, which are in good shape till
date. Everything of the past govern-
ments isnot bad!

MASMolla
BAAS, Dhaka

South Asia's nuclear
arsenal threatens
actually outsiders

I am writing with reference 1o "Why
didn’t New Delhilaunched the war,”
by Harunur Rashid (June 19).

Canada’s most veteran South Asia
correspondent, John Stackhouse,
recently wrote the most telling
dccount about the nuclear confron-
tation between India and Pakistan
He rightly dismissed out of hand any
possibility ol nuclear exchange
between these two old rivals. He
wrote in loronto’s Globe and Mail: " |
am dismayed by the media’s reac-
tion to the latest tensions in Kash-
mir. South Asia, brink and Armaged-
don are not the words that should be
thrown around lightly... The (largely
white) Western media seems 1o
believe that India and Pakistan
cannot be (rusted with nuclear
weapons. Somehow, we tend 1o
believe these two countries behave
ditferently - irrationally - to the same
set of circumstances that so many
nuclear-armed militaries face regu-
larly. When Israel sends thousands
ol troops into West Bank, we don't
suggest that it might drop a nuclear
bomb on Jenin or an.a country thai
supports Islamic Jehad. When Rus-
sia and Iran have a dispute over
something like the Caspian Sea, we
don't suggest they could be a hair-
inggered away from the unthink-
able. It's only the irresponsible
South Asians we think will destroy
themselves."

In fact, there was no danger of
nuclear war or even a full-scale
conventional war between India
and Pakistan. India's sabre-rattling
In response to terrorist attacks in
Kashmir was basically directed
towards the domestic audience
where militant Hindu nationalists
were calling for retaliation. Indian
leaders knew very well that by
attacking Pakistan, they will make a
bad situation worse. They are likely
to play into the hands of the extrem-
ISts in Kashmir, who will benefit
from any military confrontation. A
completely defeated Pakistan would
only enrage fhe entire population
and India might face a larger guer-
rillawaratits doorstep.

While India might have pacified
the domestic audience, the real
threat of the South Asian tiny
nuclear stockpile may be directed to
outside. With terrorists trying to
acquire nuclear devices for terrorist
attacks on theWest, especially Amer-
ica, thelt and even deliberate trans-
ler of such nuclear materials cannot
be ruled out. And if the military
confrontation over Kashmir contin-
ues, the opportunity will exists for
the terrorist to lay hands on these
nuclear warheads. This should be
the greater worry than the so-called
nuclear exchange between two

South Asian rivals.

Mahmood Elahi
Otrawa, Ontario, Canada

“About private

universities"

This is in response to the letter
"About private universities” (June
19). The writer said that his sibling is
studying in a well-known private
university where the teachers are the
former students of the university,
Well, I don't think there's anything
wrong with that, The fact that former
students of the university hired as
faculty to uphold the confidence of
the education standard of that
particular institute, Besides, even
post-graduate students of DU are
often hired as faculty of DU,

I'he writer also said that such
teachers are usually not punctual
and cannot teach well. Well, for his
Kind information, there are several
DU professors who are raking a
number of classes at different pri-
vate universines and | wonder how
they manage (o give time to DU
students.

About the practical classes which
the writer said are not very effective
since students of computer science
are taught without the opportunity
10 use computer., Well, I'd say that
the particalar private .university
where his sibling studies (and which
he boasted as a well-known private
university) is not at all up to the
standard. So, there's just no justifi-
cation to draw such irresponsible
conclusion about all private univer

take to reshullle the cabinet? The
performances of some of the minis-
ters 1s lar from satisfactory. Rather
they are flop ministers, Still the PM is
not removing them.

We fail to understand why is she
taking so much time to reshuffle the
cabinet, which is overdue? More-
over, the overall situation of the
country is not very good. If the PM
cannot take the right decision at the
right moment then definitely the
people will lose confidence on this
government.

Onelearned person from the West
has said, "It does little harm if a
general makes a mistake in the
batlehield. But if a leader makes a
mistake then it will do much more
harmtothecountry and its people.”

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka

Political culturein
Bangladesh

As we suffered much 10 establish
democracy, we should protect it at
any cost, And though it's a responsi-
bility of the entire nation, the two
major parties the ruling and the
opposition, must play the major role
in this regard. The people expect
that every problem (national and
International) will be solved in the
IS. ;

In the parliamentary system the
role of the opposition is very impor-
fant. Its constructive criticism helps
the government 1o rule the country
smoothly. And the absence of the
opposition in the parliament is a

In this World Cup we are
seeing upset after upset.
Now, how do the predictions
of Star Sport stand among
the ruins?

For the sixteen qualifiers
of the second round, if we
give one point for each cor-
rect prediction and half
point for being partly right
(1.e, group runners-up
instead of being champions
and vice versa) then we end
up with Star Sport achieving

rate of less than 40 per cent!

A Distressed Observer
Chirrgaong <

Next time don't predict!

Perils of prediction

less than 50 per cent! And for the last eight teams, i.e. the quar-
ter-finalists, the Star Sport only got three teams right-- success

So, for the nextWorld Cup we would advise our favourite news-
paper nol to predict, not even for fun!

sities just because his sibling is
suffering the consequence of read-
Ing in a below-standard pnvate
university.

Mohammed Naved Ferdaus Igbal
The University of Asia Pacific, Dhaka

"Compensation suit
against FEER"

[t was alongawaited and heartening
news published in your daily and
broadcast in BBC Bengali News. At
last, Mr. Amir Ali Hawladar has done
I, which demands praise and appre-
ciation for his sense of patriotism
and protest against wrong and
iInjustice. But the compensation
claim of US $ 2,000 Million is on the
low side as against such blatant lies,
fabricated and sinister publication
againstour motherland,

When our country's image is
deliberately distorted and wrongly
locussed with fallacy and falsehood:
"Beware of Bangladesh" "Cocoon of
Terrors® on front page cover of
"FEER"(4th April, 2002), the com-
pensation claim should have been
much higher.

| feel that our government may
appreciate the stand of Mr. Amir Ali
Hawladar in his noble eflorts, It is
better if our Govt. immediately
lodges further complaints and cases
invarious forums including national
andinternational legal bodies.

Mustahizur Rahman
Dhanmondi, Dhiaka

Reshufilethe cabinet

Howmany days or months youwill it

creating much hindrance to the path
of democracy. They have boycotted
the JS accusing the environment in
the parliament is not suitable. But is
Itnot irrational to say so before even
joining the JS?

Abdus Salam
Mymensingh Central Jail

One question

One day a woman with her two
children came to beg at our house.
Shewas about 25-28 years old. Somy
mother asked her why was she,
being quiet young and strong, was
begging. She replied that with two
little children no one wants to pro-
vide her a job, and her husband had
left her about two years ago. Then |
asked her whether she gets any
alimony or maintenance from her
husband or not. She replied in the
negauve. | advised her 1o go to the
court but she denied saying she
could not affordit.

Is there any institution that helps
women with such problems?

Md Ahsan Kabir
Rajshahi

Philatelic Bureau
of GPO

| went to wisit the Philatelic Bureau
of Dhaka GPO a few months ago. |
was impressed to watch the enor-
mous number of postal stamps of
our country; all of those were just for
demonstrating. My actual intention
was (0 purchase some stamps. |
informed the staff what 1 wanted.

ERMMOR oo

Surprisingly. she failed to show me
not only the Intellectuals Series
stamp but also the stamps about our
Liberation War. She asked me to
come again later and 1 did so last
week. But the authority informed
me that they were out of print.

I did not expect such a reply from
the largest post office of Bangladesh.

Shamim Ansary Sumon
Dhaka

Poor leadership

BNPisinleadership truancyand the
PM is personally responsible for this
pathetic state of affairs. She has to
become tough and unpopular. The
loss of sense of direction is dismay-
Ing. Where is the current of leader-
ship?

There are 100 many storms from
the Hawa Bhaban. There are too
many junior ministers and the front
Organisations are interfering too
much. The chain of command is
diluted to the level of ineffective-
ness. Sharing of power does noi
mean sharing of the top seats, but
adequate regognition in the back-
ground, base, and policy making
level. The marginal issues can take
care of itself if the flow from the
centreisright.

BNP have governed before, but its
current performance looks ama-
teurish, due to internal system
losses. This too in an atmosphere of
very weak opposition and blessed
with the rarity of enjoying an overall
majority.

This is the rime for a wholesale
shake-up as intemational issues
come closer and regional agendas
get hotter, 10 set the course right for
the next lour vears.

AMawaz
Dhaka

Good initiative
| highly appreciate the govern-
ment's decision (o ban polybags.
Indeed i1's a very good initiative
irom the present government. But
I'm disappointed (not surprised)
that the opposition didn't even
acknowledge it forget about con
rratulating BNP for such bold and
positive initative

Dhaka cin
with the hazardous polythene bags

wds going nowhere

which was polluting the environ-
ment, and making it difficult for the
city dwellers to carry on with normal
when
there would be no lnil*_..;ul' the nui-
sance ol polythene bags loitering
everywhere m Lthe couhtry. | thank
are involved in this
scheme and | hope the scheme
works effectively

:‘J1j|l£lf‘li11]
Dhaka

hle. | am hfu[HT'L:H' lor the day

those who

Newbudget

The new budget has imposed taxes
on many essential commeodities
like milk, sugar sovbean etc. So,
people with limited incomes will
suffer more. On the contrary, price
of coloured TV and air conditioner
will go down. Who are the
consumers of these goods? Of
course those who are well off. The
Finance Minister is being too
considerate to the rich and too
harsh to the poor. If the govern-
ment needs more money from
revenue, taxes on luxury goods
should have been increased, not
the everyday necessities. But the
budget put the pressure on the
POOT.

Previously a person eaming less
than Tk 100,000 per vear was nol
under the tax belt. But now anyone
with a yearly income exceeding Tk
75,000 will have to pay income tax.
'he lowest amount ‘of income tax
has also been increased from Tk
1000 to Tk 2,400. But a person
earning Tk 10,000 will have to pay
1,58,750 taka, which is 49,000 less
than the previous tax rate. So it is
clear that this budget is specially
designed for therich so that theycan
buy air conditoners at a cheaper
rate. And the common people are
leftwith all the taxes and VATS.

Jabed
Svihet

promised not to.

broadcasting agency.

"Hostage to hartal forever!"

While I was reading your online version of 17 June, I stumbled
across a letter by Arani Siddigi "Hostage to hartal forever!" There
the writer shamelessly and ignorantly praised the state run BTV
for broadcasting a documentary. The documentary was based
upon some promuises the opposition leader had previously made
while she was in power. Sheikh Hasina at that time said, and |
recall the incident quite vividly as it received praises from all
quarters, thatifasituation arose when her party was in the oppo-
sition even then she would refrain from calling "hartals”. A big
improvement indeed if those words could be followed. But
according to Mr Siddiqui the opposition leader had lied, gone
back on her words and called for strikes even though she had

Let us look at this from different angles, BTV-- our state-run
television has been over-praising each and every government
eversince its birth. The reputation of this media has gotten so bad
now a days that even the pro-government people watch the news
of the private channels. Some even go as far as watching BBC!
This merely proves that BTV has lost its credibility as a neutral

From another perspective let us look at the circumstances
under which the opposition leader was forced to make a com-
ment as such. At that time BNE an opposition then, was calling
frequent and unnecessary "hartals" from day one making life
absolutely miserable. Sheikh Hasina had no other choice but to
make a statement as such simply so that the opposition would
come to theirsenses. Of course that did not help. But this was just
a technique she was forced to use to bring some unruly and out-
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Hartals: Journey to confusion
of track trouble makers.

Itis true that our political leaders are not true to their words.
Butshowing a documentary as to what the opposition leader had
said earlier while broadcasting a world cup match holds no sig-
nificance what so ever. Just like water and oil never mix, sports
and politics also don't go together. This was yet another example
of our "Bewakoof Television" playing a dirty game. And people
like Arani Siddiqui have more time to take up unnecessary news-
paperspaceaswell.

Masroor Ahmed Deepak,
Ontario, Canada
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