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State Minister for Cultural Af-
fairs Begum Sclima Rahman, Sec-
retary of the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs Nazmul Ahsan Chowdhury,
Director General of Shilpakala
Academy Mostafa Zaman Abbasy
also spoke on the occasion.

At least 171 artists displayed
their 242 artistic works in painting,
sculpture, graphics that reflect
lifestyle, nature, humanity and
sufferings of the common people
In the country.

President said the exhibition,
organised by the Shilpakala Acad-

academy as much as possible.

Later the president distributed
trophies to the winners of the ex-
hibition. Tasaduk Hossain Dulu
was adjudged the best young artist
ol the exhibition. “Best award in
painting went to Salin Omar while
Mohammad Mahamudul Hasan
and M Anisuzzaman got the besl
award in sculpture and graphics
respectively.

Mohammad Selim, Pradyut
Kumar Majumder, Roosvelt Ben-
jamin D'Rozario and Rajaul Islam
Lovelu got the consolation awards.

Jute goods fetch Tk 920cr

President AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury admires an art work at the 14th Young Artists’ Painting Exhibition-2002
that began at the Shilpakala Academy Gallery in the city yesterday. The President inaugurated the 15-day-long

exhibition.
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70pc work of
Dhaka Flood

6,457 abandoned houses

Replying to GM Fazlul Hugq
(BNP-Chandpur), the minister
said at present, the government
has no plan to commission electric
train.

A feasibility study on commis-
sioning o} «lectric train in Dhaka-
Chittagong section was conducted
in the 80s, but it could not be im-
plemented due 1o lack of fund.

He told the House that a feasi-
bility study on electric train would
be undertaken in the sixth five-
year plan.

In reply 1o a question from
Naser Hossain (Moulvibazar-3), he
said the Planning Commission has
approved a project to buy 18 new
coaches equipped with air-
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Each for the Other

" "EX-SARGODHIANS"

GRAND GALA GET TOGETHER

REWIND & RECALL THE SWEET MEMORIES OF
THE TEENS.

Venue: Falcon Hall, BAF Date: 27 June 2002 at 1930 hrs.
Contact the following numbers for registration
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conditioned cabin and chairs for before 24 June 2002,
BSS, Dhaka April and the jute goods Tk 920 » m Clty ]S tOId Bangladesh Railway. But it is being
The _ KAl | A crore till March this year. COHtI'Ol PI'O]eCt ) - ' . ¥ delayed due to fund. 011-849498 (Khﬂ'll),017-822123 (SadlAmlﬂ)
e country eammed a huge Replying to another question UNB, Dhaka [he government has also plans e told Prol. Joynal Abedin

amount of foreign currency by
exporting jute and jute goods
during the current fiscal year, Jute
Minister Haliz Uddin Ahmed, Bir
Bikram, told the Jatya Sangsad
vesterdayv.

Replving to a question from
BNP lawmaker M Akteruzzaman
Mia (Dinajpur), he said the raw
jute fetched Tk 302.24 crore till

1424 more held

BSS., Dlala

Police arrested 1.424 people and
recovered nine firearms along with

from Shahjahan Chowdhury of
Jamaat (Chittagong), the Jute
Minister said that out of 35 jute
mills under the public sector, 30
mills are now in operation,

When Mohammad Ali Zinnah
of BNP raised another question,
Hafiz said there was a stock of
some unsold jute goods in the
BIMC's jute mills on May 31 this
year.

“The jute sector in Bangladesh
has been able to secure the top
position in exporting jute goods to
the world market,” he said, adding
that BIMC had already received

complete
BSS, vhaka

About 70 per cent work ol the
Dhaka Integrated l'lood Control
Project has been completed and
the rest will be finished by August.

It was told at the 12" meeting
of the steering commitiee of the
project with Water Resources
Minister Engineer L K Siddigi in
the chair.

Bangladesh Water Develop-
ment Board (BWDB), RAJUK and
WASA have been implementing
the project at a cost of Tk 823 crore

IHousing and Works  Minister
Mirza Abbas told Parliament yes-
terday that the number of aban-
doned houses in the capital city is
6,457 and in Chittagong city is 549
(excluding sold and released).
Replying to Shahjahan Chowd-
hury (BNP-Chittagong), he said
that of such houses in Dhaka City,

2014 were sold out at a cost of Tk
49.52 crore and in Chittagong,
another 53 houses sold at Tk 4.25
crore,

Replying another question, the
Minister said the government has

to distribute plots among the low-
income groups, he said adding
that the implementation of proj-
ects in this regard was going on
Abbas said there are some notable
housing projects, including 500
flats of 1000 sq feet at Lalmatia
and Mohammadpur in the capital

These will be sold on hire-
purchase basis to the government
oflicials, he added.

In Mirpur area of the capital,
some 600 flats would be sold on
hire-purchase basis to all citizens,
including officials and employees
of government and autonomous
bodies. A project of constructing

(BNP) that a proposal (PCP) was
sent 1o the Communications Min-
istry 1o buy 1000 buses, 500 dou-
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