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Back from Brunei
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working 16 hours a day, they
alleged.

They were recruited by Orbitals
at Gulshan-1; Sonali Enterprise at
381, Tongi Diversion Road,
Moghbazar; Madina Overseas, 47
DIT Extension road, Fakirerpool;
Nasir Travels, Rupsha Tower (Eight
floor), Road-17, Banani; Al Mahmud
Trade International, Karim Chamber
(ground floor), Motijheel; Al-Abedin
Travels, House-108, Road-8, Block-
C, Banani and Samakal Travels at
Uttara.

They named the garment facto-
ries where they worked as RBG,
Shiri Partamas SDN BHD and Sri
Azimujaya.

They had paid more than Tk 2.50
lakh each against the government
rate of Tk 50,000.

They alleged that immediately
before flying from ZIA, they were
forced to sign papers given by the
recruiting agents, stating that they
paid only Tk 50,000 each.

"Most of us refused to sign the
papers after reading those. But the
agents threatened that our visas
would be cancelled if we do not
sign", said Mozammel of Comilla.

During recruitment, the agents
had assured them of job security,
fixed working hours, free food,
lodging and treatment facilities to be
provided by the garment factories.

"We all had to sign the paper
because we needed the jobs for
which we paid huge amounts of
money," said Rashedul Haider.

"Reaching the factory (at
Brunai), we were amazed seeing
the conditions", he said.

Mizanur Rahman alleged that
torture followed if any one
demanded payments for extra eight
hours' work. Some of them were
even given electric shock by hired
goons of factory owners, he alleged.

The working conditions in facto-
ries were unhealthy. Bangladeshi
workers were not allowed to go
outside the factory premises and
were not provided with minimum
facilities like toilet facilities and fan.
At times, even drinking water was
not supplied. Many of them became
sick within a few days but they were
not given treatment facility by fac-
tory owners, they alleged.

The Bangladesh embassy in
Brunei was informed of the situation
but the officials failed to do anything.

Exhausted, Kamal Hossain of
Telikhali village under Bhandaria
thana in Pirojpur was lying on the
grass. "l went there (Brunai) to earn
for myself and my family. | have
nothing now", he said.

Kamal went to Brunei in
September last year and worked
there as a sewer.

Shah Alam of Comilla went to
Brunei in November last year. "l lost
my hard earned Tk 2.5 lakh. | came
back empty handed," he said.

When contacted, Md Salam,
Manager of Nasir Air Travels and

Tours, said they sent 40
Bangladeshis to Brunei 10 months
back. "But no body reported to us
after returning home." He however
admitted that the workers he sent
had some salary-related problems
in Brunei.

"We'll send a fax message to
Bangladesh mission in Brunei to
know the actual situation," he said.

Belal Hossain Bhuiyan,
Executive Director of Sonali
Enterprise, expressed his igno-
rance about any problem to the
people he sent. "We'll look into
specific cases if the returnees
provide us with necessary informa-
tion."

According to the returnees,
about 1100 Bangladeshis went to
Brunei in the last couple of years
through recruiting agencies, paying
huge amounts of money.

When contacted, president of
Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting Agencies
(BAIRA) M A H Salim demanded
exemplary punishment to recruiting
agencies cheating innocent people.

The returnees from Brunei
should be given back their money
and compensated, he said.

BAIRA will provide necessary
support if the government takes any
action against those recruiting
agents.

In a recent issue of a Brunei
newspaper, the Borneo Bulletin, it
was reported, "There were also
cases of Bangladeshi workers
working in the country (Brunei)
having their employment contracts
being unjustly terminated."

The newspaper quoted an
official of the Bangladesh High
Commission in Brunei as saying,
"We have documented many of
these claims. Currently, there are
some 6,000 Bangladeshi workers
working in Brunei and we could say
that some 20 to 30 per cent could be
victims of this unscrupulous activi-
ties.”

Saifur
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Managing Director Khondoker
Ibrahim Khaled, Kaniz Siddiqui of
the North South University,
President of Shopowners
Association Amir Hossain Khan,
Country Director of the Hunger
Project Badiul Alam and JP
Secretary General Sheikh Shahid

Ibrahim Khaled said although
poverty alleviation was mentioned
as the main objective of the pro-
posed budget, the tax proposals
would put burden on the poor.

"It is true that for self sufficiency,
we have to mobilise more internal
resources through tax. But the
burden has been put on those who
are already burdened," the former
central bank governor said.

Costly ‘mistake’
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Shamir continued.

Meanwhile, Shamir's father, Dr
Abu Hanif, a surgeon at the ENT
Department of the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH), was
informed about the incident. Shamir
was immediately shifted to the
DMCH and given four stitches.
Shamiris not out of danger.

"The cut in his head was quite
deep. From my experience as a
surgeon, | say my son could have
died from the injury if the cut had
been alittle deeper."

At around 1:45pm, Officer-in-
Charge of the Khilgaon Police
Station Nasir Ahmed Sikder led
Shamir and his father back to the
Malibagh Crossing when they went
to the station to file a general diary.

The constable on duty at the
Malibagh Crossing admitted to his
mistake and begged for mercy from
the officer-in-charge.

"I did not want to hurt the
boy...believe me. | only asked him

Neelima Ibrahim
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and a half hours later.

The body has been kept at
ICDDR, B mortuary and a decision
on her burial would be made today.

Neelima left behind her husband
Dr. Mohammd Ibrahim, four daugh-
ters -- Manjura Kabir, Sitara
Ahmadullah, Wridhi Ahsan and Ety
Khan -- and a host of relatives and
well-wishers.

Born on January 11, 1921 in
Khulna, she passed the matricula-
tion from Khulna Coronation Girls
High Schools in 1935 and higher
secondary from Victoria Institution
in Calcutta (Kolkata) in 1937. She
graduated with honours in econom-
ics from Calcutta University in 1939
and did her post-graduation on
modern Indian language from the
same University in 1943.

Later, she did her PhD from the
University of Dhaka and joined the
Bengali Department there.

She authored over 20 books in
Bengali including "Ami Birangana
Balchhi", "Shurjodoy Theke
Surjastho", "Otopor Omanishar
Andhakar", "Begum Rokeya", and
"Bangali Manash O Bangla
Shahitya".

Late Neelima Ibrahim was
actively involved in the nation's
independence struggle and all
progressive movements. She got
many awards for her outstanding
contribution in the field of literature
including the Bangla Academy
Award, Begum Rokeya Padak,
Lekhika Sangha Purushker and
Michael Madhusudhan Award.

to show the iron rod," the constable
said.

Dr Hanif filed a complaint on
advice by the officer-in-charge with
the deputy commissioner (Traffic-
South).

Deputy Commissioner Abu Musa
Md Fakrul Islam Khan assuring him
of a proper inquiry said, "The con-
stable is not supposed to ask the
boy to step out of the car. He made a
serious mistake. We have strict
instructions on how to deal with
passengers and drivers while
checking."

"If the constable is found guilty
we will take departmental action
against him, meaning he will be
suspended," Khan told this corre-
spondent at his office.

Khan asked Traffic Sergeant
Jalal to submit the inquiry report by
24 hours.

Malaysia
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Under the new law, anyone found
guilty of illegal entry or harbouring
illegal immigrants would face a
mandatory six months in jail and/or
up to six strokes of the cane.

Currently, offenders face up to
five years' jail or a fine of not more
than 10,000 ringgit (2,632 dollars),
but courts mostly impose fines.

Abdullah said 147,502 illegal
immigrants had already returned
home in response to the voluntary
repatriation programme.

Malaysia, which is home to some
750,000 legal foreign workers,
granted a similaramnesty in 1998.

The government, which has said
it aims to deport about 10,000
Indonesian illegal immigrants every
month, in January launched an
offensive against the illegal immi-
grants with almost daily arrests.

Malaysia's increasing intoler-
ance of illegal immigrants was also
turned against legal workers from
Indonesia after two riots in January
by textile and construction workers.

PBCP cadre
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Pabla under Daulatpur thana on April
6, 1999.

Besides, the slain PBCP armed
cadre was wanted in a case recorded
against him under Arms Act with
Khalishpur thana on April 4, 1999.

Police believe the murder is a
sequel to intra-party rivalry or may be
aretaliation against murder of Bikash
Barhoi.

Chengish Khan, elder brother of
slain Shahidul Islam filed a case
yesterday with Sonadanga thana.

Four
alleged
muggers
arrested in
Gulshan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police arrested four alleged muggers
at Gulshan in the city yesterday.

Police arrested Nuru Miah, 35,
and seized an auto-rickshaw and a
knife from the gang of muggers near
the Gulshan circle No. 2. Police had
to open fire that left Nuru injured, as
the muggers exploded crackers to
escape the arrest.

Leader of the police team
Rashidul Bari and Constable
Mosharraf Hossain were injured in
the cracker-blast and were admitted
to the Rajarbagh Police Hospital.

Later, Officer-in-Charge of the
Gulshan Police Station Iftekhar
Hossain arrested Abdul Malek, 30, a
member of the same gang that tried
to mug a rickshaw passenger in front
of the Social Investment Bank
Limited at Gulshan.

Shortly afterwards, another team
from the Gulshan Police Station
arrested two muggers and seized
their auto-rickshaw at Road No. 125
at Gulshan circle No. 1.

The muggers tried to rob a hus-
band and his wife when they were
going home with their child from
school at 12:30pm.

The policemen on patrol chased
down Jahangir, 28, and Jibon, 30.

AL warns BTV
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a 'blackout' better than 'distorted
coverage.'

In his letter addressed to the
chairman of ETV, Saber said,
"Given that AL is Bangladesh's
single largest political party, such
discriminatory treatment is simply
unacceptable and we wish to regis-
ter our strongest protest in this
regard."

The letter also said the 'discrimi-
nation manifests itself not merely
in the length of time allocated'
but also in the priority, importance
and other aspects of Al-related
news.

Chief Justice
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the Bangabhaban in the morning.

Justice Mainur Reza was
appointed Chief Justice (CJ) on
June 13 to replace Justice
Mahmudul Amin Chowdhury, who
retired yesterday. Justice
Mahmudul Amin took office on
March 1,2001.

Justice Mainur Reza will retire on
June 26 next year.

Son of former Pakistan State
Minister for Finance Murtaza Reza
Chowdhury, Justice Mainur Reza
was born in Chapainawabganj in
1938.

He joined the Supreme Court Bar
in 1975 and was appointed addi-
tional judge of the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court on
January 29, 1990. He was elevated
to the Appellate Division on
November 8, 2000.

Justice Mainur Reza's wife Prof
Najma Chowdhury is the chairper-
son of the Department of Women
Studies at the Dhaka University.
She was also an advisor to the
caretaker governmentin 1996.

Suicide bomber
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Binyamin Ben Eliezer met with army
and security officials and decided to
retaliate for the bombing, Israeli
public radio said.

The assault yesterday came two
days after Israel started work on a
massive security barrier along the
West Bank in a bid to keep would-be
suicide bombers away.

Reuters adds: President Bush
was expected to lay out this week a
framework on how to create an
independent Palestinian state with a
constitution and a unified security
force.

Bush's vision, which could
include a recommendation for a
provisional Palestinian state with
temporary borders and limited
sovereignty, could be announced
today.

However, the situation may have
been further complicated by yester-
day's suicide bombing.

Whether Bush would lay out a
specific timetable for an independ-
ent state of Palestine was a subject
of discussion at high levels at the
White House and abroad.

Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah,
who spoke to Bush by phone on
Sunday, said on Monday a timetable
was needed for the creation of a
Palestinian state and that he hoped
it would be realised by the end of
Bush's first term, which expires in
January 2005.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, who met Bush at the White
House a week ago, said on Sunday
that "the conditions are not ripe" for
the establishment of any kind of
Palestinian state.

Bush said last week after talks
with the Saudi foreign minister that
he intended to lay out "a vision that
will help lead toward two states living
side-by-side."

The president is expected to
outline a path for development of a
Palestinian state, and is likely to
recommend moving beyond Yasser
Arafat's Palestinian Authority.

Sk A
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Finance and Planning Minister M Saifur Rahman speaks at a discussion on the proposed budget, organised by the

Jatiya Party led by Anwar Hossain Monju MP at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

145 journalists assaulted

FROM PAGE 1

defending press freedom, this
violence can primarily be attributed
to the principles of loyalty and
protection that are governing "rela-
tions between the political class and
the mafia groups".

When the small fries are under
the protection of local politicians or
bureaucrats, they think they can get
away with anything, said Monjurul
Ahsan. "It is always hard to say
whether the attacks have been
ordered by the politicians or initiated
by the perpetrators themselves."

In his opinion, the violence broke
out anew in October 2001 because
the gangs were able to continue
committing crimes with total impu-
nity just by switching their political
allegiance.

The RSF report said Bangladesh
took a tougher stance against
foreign journalists during the period
of Khaleda. The authorities reacted
sharply to the publication in the
Far Eastern Economic Review
(FEER) of an article by Bertil Lintner
on the rise of pro-Islamic move-
ments in Bangladesh. The maga-
zine was banned, demonstrations
were orchestrated and the prime
minister requested a secret service
investigation into the status of
the FEER journalist's stay in the
country.

The National Security
Intelligence (NSI) was specifically
charged to identify all persons
whom he had met. The government
lobbied for stricter control over any

issuance of press visa after the
article appeared, the report said.

As a result, an information minis-
try source confirmed to the Daily
Bhorer Kagoj that the government
had decided, on 18 April, to limit to
one month all visas issued at the
airport. The secret services were
also instructed to more closely
monitor foreign journalists entering
the country with tourist visas. Lastly,
Bangladesh embassies are now
required to submit to the Ministry of
Home Affairs all visa requests on
behalf of foreign journalists

The RSF in its report condemns
any incitement to violence by the
media. It also condemns the occa-
sionally virulent way in which some
media with close ties with the gov-
ernment negatively comment on
those publications that peaceably
criticise the authorities.

The RSF condemns the support
given by some journalists to organ-
ised groups implicated in the
assaults or murders of their col-
leagues.

Principal Information Officer
Fazal M Kamal in his comment on
the RSF report said that in some
parts of the draft some people
succeeded in duping the represen-
tatives with inaccurate, exagger-
ated, incorrect and unverified asser-
tions and claims.

In addition, a lack of understand-
ing and of knowledge of the back-
grounds of some persons and
events and a lack of appreciation of
societal, political and cultural com-

plexities have, regrettably, led the
RSF to jump to some unsubstanti-
ated conclusions.

He said about Bertil Lintner, of
the FEER, "The less said the better.
Anyone who is a genuine
newsperson will realise what
Lintner's piece was...it wasn't
journalism. At best it can be
described as a bizarre type of pam-
phleteering."

Arms recovered
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dents were handed over to
Hazaribagh police station. A case
was filed in this regard.

The team also arrested four other
persons from the campus. They are
Salauddin, Mohammad Hasan,
Mohammad Malu and Mohammad
JahagirAlam.

Morshed Khan

FROM PAGE 12

borders between the two countries.
Expressing grave concern over the
current tension between India and
Pakistan, Morshed Khan urged
both the sides to settle their dis-
putes through effective and peace-
ful dialogue.

The two foreign ministers
reviewed the existing framework of
cooperation between the two
countries and reiterated their inten-
tion to activate and consolidate the
process for mutual benefit.

Sayonara Nippon
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World Cup victory.

Turkey, playing in their first World
Cup finals for 48 years and also
making their first appearance in the
last 16, were always in control.

"We felt the hearts of 70 million
Turkish people beating," Turkish
football federation head Haluk
Ulusoy said.

Turkey coach, Senol Gunes,
said his team had gone into the
game determined to show the world
what they could do.

"We have a place in Europe but
we wanted to take our place on the
world stage," he said.

"Players who have written his-
tory are today writing the future...We
are proceeding step by step."”

Midfielder Umit Davala's header,
from a corner by Ergun Penbe, left
goalkeeper Seigo Narazaki little
chance.

"We were always looking for
goals," the Turkish goalscorer said.
"The atmosphere didn't matter for
us today and it didn't matter who
scored because we all had belief."

Japan, who reached the second
round after finishing top of group H,
pushed forward in search of an
equaliser and Brazilian-born Alex
forced a smart near-post save from
Rustu Recberin the 20th minute.

Group A runners-up Turkey,
whose fans were vastly outnum-
bered in Miyagi's World Cup sta-
dium, nearly made it 2-0 on the
break when in-form Hasan Sas fired
wide from the edge of the box after a
knock-down from Hakan Sukur, who
was winning a record 77th cap.

Japan continued to press, how-
ever, and almost drew level three
minutes before the break when
Alex, who was taken off at halftime
after a rare start, curled a free kick
against the bar from 25 metres after
a foul on Hidetoshi Nakata.

Nakata was unlucky in the 52nd
minute when his right-foot effort was
deflected into the hands of Rustu as
Japan turned up the pressure after
the re-start.

Turkey were content to look for
opportunities on the counter and
Hasan caused a few flutters with a
strong run in the 60th minute but his
left-foot shot was hit straight at
Seigo Narazaki.

Japan striker Akinori Nishizawa,
making his first appearance since
having his appendix out last month,
tested Rustu with a glancing header
moments later after a teasing cross
from substitute Daisuke Ichikawa.

But playmaker Yildiray Basturk,
who had almost snatched the lead
for Turkey in the second minute of
the match, then blasted just wide as
the game began to open up.

Turkey survived late pressure to
book their quarter-final meeting in
Osaka with African revelations
Senegal, who produced the first
shock of the competition when they
defeated champions France 1-0 in
the opening game.

"We want to go as far as we can,"
Davala said. "Our aim is the final
and God willing we will beat

Senegal."

Japan, who lost all three
matches in their first appearance in
the finals in France four years ago,
were left rueing the quality of their
final ball after impressing in the
group stage.

Troussier paid tribute to his
"young, dynamic and ambitious"
team and said they should believe in
their ability to take on the best in the
world.

"A lack of experience in
Japanese football was a problem
but we can be very proud of Japan's
performance," he said, predicting
that the co-hosts would have
another chance to shine in the next
World Cup.

"The 2006 World Cup is on the
horizon," he said.

"I think the players have proved
they are great players and I'm
convinced that in the next 10 years
we will see a very high level of
Japanese football."

Co-hosts South Korea, also in
the second round for the first time,
play ltaly later on Tuesday in what
will be Asia's last chance of a place
in the quarter finals at its first World
Cup.

But Turkish coach Gunes had
words of consolation for Japan.

"The Japanese team who were
eliminated today are a great team.
They shouldn't be sad. They have
done tremendous work over the last
fewyears.

"The Japanese people shouldn't
be sad. We will continue to repre-
sent Japan in the last phase of the
tournament.”

TEAM
Japan: Narazaki, Matsuda, K.
Nakata, Miyamoto, Inamoto

(Ichikawa, 46(Morishima, 86)), H.
Nakata, Santos Alex, Ono, Myajin,
Toda, Ichikawa, Nishizawa, Suzuki

Turkey: Recber, Korkmaz, Akyel,
Ozalan, Kerimoglu, Basturk (llhan,

90), Penbe, Unsal, Davala
(Kahveci, 74), Sukur, Sas (Havutcu,
85)

Goal: Umit Davala, 12
Attendance: 45,666
Referee: Pierluigi Collina (Italy)

Local govt
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In this connection, they pointed
out the ban on import of recondi-
tioned cars, lowering of tariff on
CNG-run vehicles, forest extension
programmes and special alloca-
tions for disaster-prone areas.

The participants included ANM
Wahed, director the Department of
Environment; Prof Abdullah Abu
Sayeed, journalist Moazzem
Hossain, Dr Badiul Alam
Qamjumder, countrey director of the
Hunger Project; Abu Naser Khan,
Akhtar Hossain Babu, Mohiudul
Huq Khan, Mihir Biswas of
Buriganga Bachao Andolan,
Sharifa Khan, Shamimul Islam
Shimul, Amitranjan Dey, Shahida
Begum and Mahmudur Rahman.

Itchy Italy Korea’s kill
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after their co-hosts but arch rivals
Japan saw their own hopes of
progressing dashed with a 1-0 defeat
by Turkey earlierin the day.

Golden goal

The ltalians lost the European
Championship final two years ago to
France on a golden goal also after a
late equaliser in normal time. They
have also been knocked out of their
last three World Cups including the
1994 final against Brazil on penalties.

A simple headed goal from Vieri
looked to have put three-times cham-
pions Italy through when he met a
corner from the left at the near post to
net.

Korea were ruing a missed fifth-
minute penalty kick by Ahn -- Korea's
only ltalian-based player, with
Perugia -- whose drive was saved by
keeper Gianluigi Buffon.

Italy failed to quieten the partisan
crowd but they seemed to have
drawn the sting of Korea until Seol
pounced in the area as Panucci
fluffed a clearance with a quarter-final
meeting with Spain beckoning for his
country.

A minute later, Vieri had the
chance to snatch the victory for Italy
but he skied high from a couple of
metres out as Korea were caught on
the break.

In extra time dominated by Korea,
Totti went tumbling in the area under
achallenge butinstead of awarding a

penalty as the ltalians hoped, the
referee booked him for a second time
and he was controversially dis-
missed.

Quicksilver soccer

In the first half, Korea had largely
failed to recreate the quicksilver
soccer which had brought them
through the group stage of the tour-
nament but were given the opportu-
nity for a flying start.

Referee Moreno judged Panucci
to have tugged Seol to the ground as
they jostled for position at a corner
kick.

Ahn hit his spotkick low and hard
to Buffon's right but the big goal-
keeper got down well and parried the
ball to safety.

Vieri made them pay 13 minutes
later, escaping his marker to find the
net with a trademark goal-poacher's
header. His goal took his World Cup
finals tally to nine, equalling an Italian
record.

The penalty miss, and the Italian
goal, appeared to take the wind out of
the Koreans, although it did little to
stem the incessant chanting and
drumming from almost 40,000 red-
shirted fans in Taejon's World Cup
stadium.

Italy captain Paolo Maldini mar-
shalled the Italian back line superbly
and Trapattoni's team hardly seemed
to miss the absence of the injured
Alessandro Nesta and suspended
Fabio Cannavaro.

Korea's best chance came early
in the second half when Ahn skewed
a shot over the free kick after the
Koreans had surprised the lItalian
centrebacks with a quick free kick.

Italian leftback Francesco Coco
played most of the match with a
bandaged head after receiving a
nasty gash above his left eye just
before the break. Coco was acciden-
tally elbowed in the face by team
mate Damiano Tomassi as the two
players went up to defend a corner.
The Koreans, who had delighted
millions of fans across the country
with their swashbuckling perfor-
mances in the group stage, had
never got this far in the tournament
before.

TEAMS

South Korea: Lee Woon-jae; Choi
Jin-Cheul, Kim Tae-Young, Hong
Myung-bo; Kim Nam-il, Yoo Sang-
chul, Lee Young-pyo, Park Ji-sung,
Song Chong-gug; Ahn Jung-hwan,
Seol Ki-hyeon.

Goals: Seol Ki Hyeon 88; Ahn
JungHwan 117

Italy: Buffon; Coco, Maldini,
luliano, Panucci; Zambrotta,
Tommasi, Zanetti; Totti; Del Piero,
Vieri

Goal: Christian Vieri 18

Red card: Francesco Totti
(Italy)

Attendance: 38,588

Referee: Byron Moreno (Ecua-
dor)
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Funds: gas export
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interest should be given priority in
taking any decision on gas export.
We have to think about source of
investmentin this sector."

The gas resource should be
utilised for industrialisation.
Although this natural resource is
available since 1950, it has not been
used so far for the country's eco-
nomic development, he said.

Pointing out the dismal perfor-
mance of Titas Gas Company,
Mosharraf said he has imposed a
ban on union activities iniit.

"If top officials including the
chairman of a company are honest,
only unions can not do any harm.
But in this case officials and many
industrialists are involved in gas
theft. The whole sector has been
corrupt and we are going to control
this through drastic actions against
officers."

Prof Jasim Uddin Ahmad, VC
of JU, said there are different
statistics regarding gas reserve,
which is confusing. It is very
important to assess the actual gas
reserve.

Prof Badrul Imam of DU and
Nuruddin Mahmud Kamal, former
chairman of Power Development
Board, made presentations at the
technical session.

In his presentation, Badrul Imam
said difference of opinion on gas

reserve exists among members of
the gas committees, appointed by
the government to assess the
reserve. An unanimous decision
should come out and the govern-
ment should not act upon a split
decision on gas reserve.

Nuruddin Mahmud Kamal
claimed that the state minister
was giving misleading informa-
tion about proven and probable
gas reserve and undiscovered
resource.

Before deciding on gas export
the government should consider the
current low reserves, demand and
supply forecast, gas supply provi-
sion under production sharing
contracts (PSCs) and their impact
and 'low gains' from export.

Without carefully examining the
cost-benefit in gas export, the
government appears to be hurriedly
moving ahead with Unocal's pro-
posal, he claimed. "This will be
disastrous for the country. Gas
lobbyists have become hyperactive
to fulfil their vested interest".

Athorough review of reserves of
all major gas fields and their authen-
tication by internationally reputed
independent specialist companies
are absolutely necessary now to
establish the bankable gas reserve,
Kamal suggested.
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Students of Bangladesh College of Leather Technology arrested with arms and ammunition yesterday.

No bowing in JS
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Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh, a
component of the BNP-led four
party coalition government, brought
the amendment proposal before the
House in its last session. The pro-
posal was referred to the commit-
tee. He termed the provision of
showing respect by "bowing" is
something sehrek (drawing any
comparison with Allah).

With Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar
in the chair, the meeting also dis-
cussed another proposal by Sardar
Shakhawat Hossain Bakul on Rule
41 of the Rules of Procedure and
came to a consensus on both the
issues.

"After detailed discussion on the
two proposals, a timely and realistic
decision was taken to amend these
rules," a parliament secretariat
press release said. The meeting
also reviewed some proposals
brought by the members and
decided to uphold the parliamentary
democracy and make it more effec-
tive.

Lawmakers belonging to the
main opposition Awami League

who attended the meeting ques-
tioned the move to amend the rule
267. "Lawmakers must respect the
House and the chair and it must be
projected, we find it immaterial to
omit the word 'bow' from the rule
267 (1)," said Opposition Chief
Whip Abdus Shahid.

Regarding the other amendment
proposal, the meeting suggested
the period of the question-answer
session of the House be increased
by half an hour.

Yesterday's meeting was also
attended by Chief Whip Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Moudud Ahmed, Industries Minister
MK Anwar, Nurul Islam Moni, Prof.
Shahidul Islam, Rahmat Ali, Shah
Mohammad Ruhul Quddus, and
Golam Mohammad Kader. Sardar
Shakhawat Hossain Bakul, Dr
Rustam Ali Farazi and Delwar
Hossain Sayeedi attended the
meeting on special invitation.

These two amendment propos-
als would come into force once the
House passes them as bills.
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