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RECOMMENDATIONS

Reconstruction
of Reality

June7-21

Kazi Sayed Ahmed holds a solo
exhibition of his artworks titled
'Reconstruction of Reality' at the
gallery of Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka. The show is open to all daily
except Saturday from 5:00 p.m.to 8
p.m.

Jamdani
exhibition

June3-18

A Jamdani sari exhibition is on at
Haseen's gallery in Kemal Ataturk
Ave. in the city. Done in cotton and
half silk, around 150 saris are on
display with 24 designs. The show is
open daily from10a.m.to9p.m.

Bird fair, painting,

quiz competion
June 29

A bird fair will be held at Aga
Thakurpara in Barguna district on
June 29 that is to be organised by
Dalchut, a little magazine club with
cooperation from Enam-Ul-Haque,
President of Bangladesh Bird Club.
Children's painting contest, quiz
competition, photography exhibition
and bird watching will also be held.

Music Festival

June 20-21

On the auspicious occasion of the
two-day 'Music festival 2002' at the
premises and gallery of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, a piano
concert will be held on the first day at
4 p.m. and performers will comprise
of students from l'ecole de musique
a La Galerie. Later on, in the late
evening a concert will be held of
Indian classical songs to be
performed by Nilufar Yasmeen and
flutist Gazi Abdul Hakim. The
evening's session will end through a
performance from boys of rock
group, 'Bangladesh Band'.

On the second day, proceedings
will begin in the morning with a film
exhibition on topics of music.
Documentaries on various French
singers and jazz artists will be
screened throughout the day. An
international French school will be
opened at 11 a.m. Baul singer
Shahjahan Miah, who is blind and
father of young singer Lokman
Hakim, will render songs from 8 p.m.
to 9 p.m. A folk songs' event to be
organized by fashion designer Bibi
Russell will start at 9 p.m. to
continuetill late.
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The Baily Star

Fate of Janani hangs in balance

Production of a government-financed film based upon a novel of Shaukat Osman,
remains suspended since last four years after stoppage of fund

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Bangla feature film,
titted 'Janani', based
upon a novel of eminent

author, Shaukat Osman, was
being produced with a complete
sponsorship from the ruling
government of the country
during the year 1996-97. But
unfortunately, with the sudden
death of Shaukat Osman, the
government-owned institution
of Film Development Corpora-
tion (FDC), which was entitled
to pay the amount in phases,
stopped releasing any further
sum to Shaukat's son and pro-
ducer of the film, Jean-Nesar
Osman. Jean-Nesar is a
diploma holder of Poona Film
Institute of India.

According to reliable
sources and upon evaluation of
legal documents, it could be
gathered that an official agree-
ment was signed between
Jean-Nesar Osman (first party)
and the then-ruling Govern-
ment of Bangladesh (second
party) on July 21 in 1997 for the
film 'Janani' that was termed in
the document as a Govern-
ment-sponsored film of the year
1996-97.

Bangladesh Film Develop-
ment Corporation also agreed
to provide technical assistance
to the producer of 'Janani' and
in this regard, a new accord was
fixed upon mutual acceptance
between the two parties on
August 26 of the same year. A
file was opened at the FDC
office in this regard and the file
number read, FDC/PRO-
2295/97/391(18).

A cheque of taka fifteen lacs
was issued in favour of the
producer, Jean-Nesar Osman,
on September 11 in 1997. An
additional cheque of taka fifty

Shaukat Osman

thousand was issued in favour
of Shaukat Osman, as remu-
neration of the writer of the
original plot.

It may be mentioned, as per
an article of the agreement, the
entire amounts of the two sanc-
tions were handed over to the
Information Ministry who have
been dealing the matter with the
producer of the film. It has been
agreed upon by the two sides
that the amounts would be

collected later on, by the pro-
ducer's side, through install-
ments.

As sources further inform, a
mere thirty percent of the film's
works have been done through
private fund and the preliminary
screening of the Rush-Print was
handed to the Department of
Film and Publication on Novem-
ber 18 in 1997 for purpose of
viewing by the preview commit-
tee that was headed by Akmal

Hussain, the past secretary of
the Ministry of Information.

It was the month of May in
1998, specifically to say, the
15th day of the month, when a
bolt struck Janani almost from
the blue. After a brief illness,
Shaukat Osman, the original
creator of the film's plot, a guide
and mentor of the production
unit, breathed his last. The
government in awe and disap-
pointment of all stopped the
funding of 'Janani', with lame
excuses of various kinds.

The fourth death anniversary
of Shaukat Osman was
observed at the auditorium of
Bishwa Shahitya Kendra on
May 14, this year by the man-
agement of 'Shaukat Osman
Parishad', a forum that has
been active since the laureate's
expiry on upholding aspirations
of the late intellectual. The
memorial meeting was
attended among others by
eminent journalist Obaidul Haq,
Santosh Gupta, Professor
Wakil Ahmed, Professor Abul
Kalam Monjur Morshed, Pro-
fessor A.K. Azad Khan, artist
Hashem Khan, Professor Syed
Manzoorul Islam, artist
Rafiqunnabi, Professor Afsar
Ahmed and Professor Bulbon
Osman. The meet that was
presided over by eminent litter-
ateur Mustafa Nurul Islam and
directed by Dr. Abul Azad,
demanded the resumption of
the film 'Janani's regular shoot-
ing and early completion of
works. The Shaukat Osman
Parishad agreed with the opin-
ions of the distinguished guests
and decided to start the film's
remaining works from August
this year. The production unit of
‘Janani' will try to complete the
works within the shortest possi-
ble period.

Mg

TV G

UIDE

o

Y

The producer spends some lightmoments with performers in between shooting

'Shaukat Osman Parishad'
would collect all expenses
through private sources and
from different sponsors at home
and abroad', said a top member
of the Parishad. Moreover,
Rezaul Karim Talukdar who is

the current president of Can-
ada-Bangladesh Trade Promo-
tion Center Inc. has expressed
his willingness to arrange finan-
cier and source of sponsorship
from abroad.

‘Janani', a film that would
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Ascene from'Janani'

have had duration of around
two hours would have told the
harsh life stories of the female
community of Bangladesh.
Daria, the central character,
would ultimately have Killed
herself through immolation in
order to expiate her sin after she
had given birth to an illegitimate
child as a result of an unfortu-
nate rape. Daria confronted the
patriarchal imperative of self-
sacrifice in face of 'moral duty'.
The sign of motherhood in
Osman have been invested
with symbolic meanings, and
had been idealized through
self-immolation of the girl's
body.

Shaukat Osman, considered
as one of the leading writers of
Bangladesh, was awarded
Adamjee Literary Award,
Bangla Academy Award,
Ekushey Award, Nasiruddin
Award, Philips Literary Award,
besides several other recogni-
tions. His works number more
than eighty and his writings
have been translated into Eng-
lish, French, German, Norwe-
gian, and in regional languages
of India. He had received
'‘Bangla Academy Award', the
most prestigious award in the
country, for his contribution in
the field of short story. These
works explored problems and
prospects of the common mass
of our society.

Shaukat treated the pros and
cons of the post-colonial Ben-
gali society through graphical
and realistic evaluation. Thus,
lack of education and medical
facilities, religious prejudice
and intolerance, class discrimi-
nation, system of 'purdah’
belief in the supernatural and
'pirism' had come in most in his
writings.
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