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RECOMMENDATIONS

Reconstruction

of Reality

June7-21

Kazi Sayed Ahmed holds a solo
exhibition of his artworks ftitled
'Reconstruction of Reality' at the
gallery of Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka. The show is open to all daily
except Saturday from 5:00 p.m. to 8
p.m.

Jamdani
exhibition

June3-18

A Jamdani sari exhibition is on at
Haseen's gallery in Kemal Ataturk
Ave. in the city. Done in cotton and
half silk, around 150 saris are on
display with 24 designs. The show
is open dailyfrom10a.m.to9p.m.

Painting
Exhibition

June 6- 15

A solo painting exhibition by artist
Esmkar Uddin Ahmed is being held
at the Gallery Chitrak (H-21, R-4
Dhanmondi). The exhibition will
continue veryday from 10:00a.m. to
8:00 p.m.till June 15.

Solo concert

July 12

Shelu Barua, an eminent singer of
the country, holds a solo concert at
the Ballroom of Sheraton Hotel in
the city. This will be his 3rd solo
program at the hotel venue. His first
solo was held at the ballroom in
1998 and a duet concert was held
last year where Samina Chowdhury
also performed. Tickets will be sold
at the hotel counter from due time
that will be declared soon.

Bird fair,

painting,

quiz competion
June 29

A bird fair will be held at Aga
Thakurpara in Barguna district on
June 29 that is to be organised by
Dalchut, a little magazine club with
cooperation from Enam-Ul-Haque,
President of Bangladesh Bird Club.
Children's painting contest, quiz
competition, photography
exhibition and bird watching will
alsobe held.

@he Daily Star

Of lust, lechery and love

Phul Kumar's premiere at Public Library

FAYzA Hua

ALCHOBI's "Phul Kumar"

which took two years in the
making was a story of provo-
cation, hypocrisy, idyllic thoughts ,
lust and pristine love. This had the
plot of an innocent orphan ,
Selim(Chotton), brought up by his
paternal grandmother (Moni) and
given to growing exotic flowers in
the garden to remove his ennui and
depression at being alone . These
flowers lead to an allergy outburst
throughout Sonargaon, where the
filmis shot, so that the three leading
"mastans" of the area hurtle in and
destroy Selim's garden in a ruthless
and barbaric manner. When the
story moves over to the three
"mastans" being asked for flowers
by the lady they are courting, that is
Shirin (Parveen Konna), Selim is
encouraged to grow his flowers in
the garden again and actually
instructed to bring a single flower
every day to the beauteous lady.

The three brothers , the leading
local "mastans" Abu (Azad Abul
Kalam), Habu (Shahid Igbal) and
Shafi (Shatabdi) have their rivals in
the Maulvi(Shahid) and the Major
(Tariq Shariar) who both send
expensive presents and visit Shirin.
The major, despite having his wife
(Sonia Jaffer), peers at the object of
his lust through a binocular. Humour
is brought in with the rough and
tumble of the suitors, the cool man-
ner of "Shirin™s responses to them,
the monkey that enters and renters
the scenarios at will, the exercising
of the "mastans”, the stealing of
"Shirin"'s gifts by the thief (Nurul
Alam Atik) and the use of the old
Dhaka dialogue. Gorgeous scenes
are included in the purple and indigo
sunsets where "Shirin" is seen on
the roof top, the details of the old
building, the depiction of the garden
that contains flowers of all colours,
shapes and sizes.

Tragedy enters when "Salim"
repeatedly brings flowers to "Shirin"
and there grows an affiliation
between them which is miscon-
strued by the "mastans" , who send
"Selim" in the first place to "Shirin"
with afresh flower each day. The
lady often serves some delicacies
such as "sujir halwa" and there
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comes a time when there are no
flowers budding in "Selim™s garden,
leading him to go and weep over
this dreadful fate on "Shirin"'s
shoulder. The lady embraces him to
console him when the three broth-
ers "Abu", "Habu" and "Shafi" enter
to find the two people in a warm
embrace. This leads to the "Selim"
being treated like some unwanted
cur, the forced marriage of "Shirin"
to the eldest "mastan"(hooligan)
against her will and the ultimate
discovery of "Selim"s corpse float-
ing in the pond. It is not clear if he
has committed suicide or whether
he has been hacked up by the
"mastan" brothers.

Pathos has also entered in the
manner in which the grandmother is
seen struggling to bring up "Selim"
single-handed and when as a child
he is teased in school by his class-
mates. "Shirin"'s intrinsic loneliness
and internal confusion also adds
sad ,soulful elements to the film.

Ashig Mustafa, the director and
producer of "Phul Kumar", speaking
to DS , says,"Jolchobi' has done
'‘Chuthotra Matra' and 'Cycle's

Choton (L) and Parveen Konain ascene from the movie

Dana' before 'Phul Kumar'. The
theme is about the life and death of
'Selim', his growing up as a teen-
ager with his limitless dreams ,
while the other characters all con-
tribute to the ill fate of the protago-
nist. 'Selim"s corpse at the finale
stands for the death of innocence or
the end of his fatalistic dreams. Out
of something small and innocuous
such as the embrace by 'Shirin'
towards the end, the dreaming
teenager sees a grotesque end
which he surely does not deserve.
He comes from a society where
hooligans can brutally destroy his
personal garden within a wink of an
eye, without offering any explana-
tions or without any apologies or
even excuses. Thus this film por-
trays how small elements destroy
the struggles and determination of
individuals in our society."

Asked if he had brought symbol-
ism in his film, the director says," |
have not consciously brought any
symbolism into the film although
some of it might have creptin .When
you see the sky, you have different
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Choton plays the role of Selim

feelings and reactions and you can
even see images in them as has
been told in the film. Here the
element of flower stood for inno-
cence, | will admit. As for the contin-
uous sneezing those reflect how
something normally insignificant
lead to something serious and
hostile. | cannot clearly explain why
so many individuals at different
parts of the place sneeze at one
time almost in a string. It was there
in the plot and | simply delineated it
and implemented it in the film. Of
course, | admit that just because
something is there in the story |
have to necessarily portray it. | felt
that it was important and integral to
the weird setting of the scenario.
The audience can interpret this
string of sneezing in any manner
that it desires. There could be
different explanations and interpre-
tations to this . Incidentally, the story
was by Shahidul Zahir while | was
the script writer cum director, while
the editing has been done Shamir
Ahmed."

Dwelling on why the film took so
long to be completed, Ashik

Mustafa says,"It takes time to make
subtitles, we have to go to Bombay
for the finishing. It is not yet ready to
be sent to the foreign festivals. |
think that my aim is to draw as much
audience for 'Phul Kumar' as possi-
ble. | wantto reach out to one and all
and the focus is not just the intelli-
gentsia. This is meant for screening
at all sources and not the TV chan-
nels although the local big cinema
halls are diffident about accepting a
one hour film to be shown to one
and all. However, there are the
auditoriums like the Public Library
where it can be shown."

Asked about the technicalities of
making the film, the Ashiq Mustafa
says, "Only one camera has been
used and Shamiran Dutta handled
it. He has graduated in film making
at Poona, India. This is my first film.|
have graduated in a visual arts
school in Manhatten, New York,
where | studied for four years and
finished last spring . Studying at that
academy | had access to instru-
ments such as camera. | have
missed the dead line for 'Phul
Kumar' but | am bent on making

The three brothers play some important roles in 'FulKumar

more films . Due to the difficulty of
funding a lot of experts have been
sidetracked . My own school, back
in USA funded a 15 minutes low
budgeted film making fund. The rest
has been borrowed from my friends
. In order to improve the technical
quality I've had to spend a lot and |
know that to recover that money it
will not be easy. If we could easily
recover the cost of film making there
would be many more good films in
our country.

"l originate from a typical middle
class family myself and my experi-
ences and trends of thoughts have
been bourgeoisie oriented. | have
not aimed at any class as such in
making the film. | believe that it will
appeal to anyone, from any strata of
our society."

Dwelling again on the problems
that he faced in making the film,
Ashiq Mustafa says, "When | fin-
ished the shooting there was the
question of where | would edit it.
After a lot of tussle with editing, |
couldn't get a booking at Madras for
the finishing. | had to wait for five
months for this. In selecting the cast

of the film, however, there were few
problems as | included actors and
actresses who were known to me
already and were eager to work with
me. Parveen Konna, the lead
actress is a friend of mine while
Chotton is again well-known to me
from the time that Nurul Alam Atiq,
my friend was writing the script for
the film. Incidentally, this is based
on a short story by Shahidul Zahir."

Asked if he was optimistic about
the future of the film "Pul Kumar","
Ashig Mustafa says, "I'm always
optimistic about everything in life
and my future plans, obviously, is to
make more such art films. | have
ideas of my own and there is no
dearth of scripts. However, | need to
have luck and opportunity to make
another such film."

Despite the heat and congestion
at the Public Library during the
premiere, and the fact that I'd
waited two hours for the film to
begin, hoping for an interview with
the director meanwhile, the experi-
ence was breathtaking indeed.
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