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RECOMMENDATIONS

Group Print
Exhibition

June8-14

A group print exhibition of 12
contemporary print-makers is now
being held at the Zainul Gallery of
Fine Arts Institute at Dhaka
University in the city. The exhibition
remains open from 10:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. every day.

Cinema

June 12

Premiere show of 'Fulkumar', a free-
length cinema, will be held at 7:00
p.m. at the Shaukat Osman
Memorial auditorium of Public
Library in the city. Filmmaker
Morshedul Islam will be presentas a
special guest.

Reconstruction

of Reality

June7-21

Kazi Sayed Ahmed holds a solo
exhibition of his artworks titled
'Reconstruction of Reality' at the
gallery of Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka. The show is open to all daily
except Saturday from 5:00 p.m. to 8
p.m.

Jamdani
exhibition

June 3-18

A Jamdani sari exhibition is on at
Haseen's gallery in Kemal Ataturk
Ave. in the city. Done in cotton and
half silk, around 150 saris are on
display with 24 designs. The show is
opendailyfrom10a.m.to9p.m.

Seminar

June13

The 21st seminar of the International
Center for Study of Bengal Art will be
held at 5:00 p.m. in the Library Hall of
the center in the city. Dr. S.S.
Mustafizur Rahman, Associate
Professor of the Dept. of Archeology
of Jahangirnagar University will give
and illustrated speech on 'Ancient
glass beads of Wari-Bateshwar: An
archeological analysis'.

Painting
Exhibition

June 6-15

A solo painting exhibition by artist
Esmkar Uddin Ahmed is being held
at the Gallery Chitrak (H-21, R-4
Dhanmondi). The exhibition will

continue veryday from 10:00a.m. to
8:00 p.m.till June 15.

@The Daily Star
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Vibrant

Kazi Sayed Ahmed

FAYZA HAQ

AZI Sayed Ahmed's third

solo exhibition at La Galerie,

Alliance Francaise, is
"vraiment superb". His earlier exhib-
its had been held at "Cezanne"
(Sheraton hotel) and "Divine"
(Sonargaon hotel) and the Alliance
Francaise. The exhibits are oil on
jute stuck on paper. These jute bags
that have taken the place of normal
canvas, are from Sayed's father's
wastes from this bakery in Old
Dhaka. The artist's works are so
mature at such an early stage __
Sayed being an MFA student of Fine
Arts, DU-- that they have already
been exhibited in Tokyo, Japan.
Despite his youth, Sayed has trav-
elled to Europe including palaces
like UK, France, Holland, Belgium,
Italy and Spain, enriching his vision
inthe process.

Syed's awards include "young
Artists Award 2000, 13" young
Artists Art Exhibition, , Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, in 2000, and
Shahed Shanawaz Memorial Award
Annual Art Exhibition, Institute of
Fine Arts, DU in 1998.

As we go through his exhibits we
notice patches, gashes, stretches
on sackcloth. They invoke beauty by
the combination of the portions of
their pieces being stuck together or
stitched together in geometrical
motifs along with bits of woos stuck
on as in the case of "Catalogue of
Sin" which was in the last Asian
Biennnale at Dhaka. Here we have
a burnt umber piece touched with
vermilion and stitched with massive
beige stitches . From it flows bars of
yellow wood from the centre to the
middle forefront. The vermilion used
in the composition make the other
brownish and greenish colours
dance a mystic dance of their own
At the back is a vast expanse of
dramatic black with a gold strip
leading from the main composition
totherightend.

"Reconstruction-6", which has
been included in the Tokyo exhibit,
has four segments of cloth, painted
differently, in burnt-sienna, yellow -
ochre , mustard yellow and sap
green. The stitches are huge and
bold and create a combination of
different flights of thoughts or expe-
riences. On the deep brown partis a

Reconstruction -10, oil on sack 2002

noticeable dark smudge with a tiny
square in the centre which lends
interest to the texture and total
composition.

Equally bold and imaginative is
"Reconstruction-5" and "Recon-
struction -4". The earlier one has
vertical black thick stripes like some
railway racks on brown sacking that
appears like fields around. At the

o

two ends are more pale yellow and
dusty yellow rectangular pieces that
have again been roughly stitched on
with the cobbler's stitches lending
beauty and depth to the composi-
tion. The other creation , which was
also in the Japan exhibit has a
golden green piece of rectangular
sacking touched with scintillating
vermilion on the side . On top one

Reconstruction-, oI onsack 2002

's solo at Alliance Francaise in the city

sees textures of burnt umber while
that phases out to the left with a thin
gold bar at the left forefront. On the
main sacking are more gold patches
and touches of black and green
colour.

Similarly fascinating is "Recon-
struction-7" with a falling thimble
shaped piece suspended from a
similar coloured white string. This is
juxtaposed against a blue back
sacking. All along, the sacking are
not pasted evenly but have ups in
down which adds to the flights of
fancy for the viewer. To the left
bottom is the delightful strip of
"sindur" red while the rectangle
sacking to the lest is golden, pink,
brown with touches of black and a
border of thick yellow at the bottom.

With more variation of colours
and shapes comes "Reconstruc-
tion-8" on which we see a gold piece
of square cloth , almost like some
cushion because of the up and won
of the pasting on the paper. To the
left and right are touches of vermil-
ion This is delicately poised on a
navy blue background surrounded
by gold sacking with bold, rough,
outsized stitching. This again is
placed on a background of emerald
with shades of black and hints of
yellow while a strip of long yellow
sacking holds the composition
together.

"Reconstruction-1", shown only
at Dhaka, has vermilion oblong and
vertical pieces seen between torn
pieces of blue and gray sacking.
Stitches of large zigzag sizes and
other "kantha" type ones hold the
sacking together. On top is a large
fold on the left piece of gray-brown
sacking, while a rectangular piece of
gray clothe touched with yellow and
reed and bearing a fold in the centre
is stitched with thick blue threads
with a bit of vermilion peeping
through at the bottom.

Another piece is a creation with
blue sacking that has darker hues
on left and bottom. To the right is a
strip of thick stitching that emanates
from the sacking itself and the
pattern with its variation of black and
ink-blue colours go wonderfully with
the red that is seen from behind the
tears of the sacking. The red
appears like drops of ruby flower
petals on the top and the centre.

Imagination and dexterity is

again seen at work in "Reconstruc-
tion-15"/ here we see a background
of lumpy burnt-umber sacking tied
with pieces of large knots and
pieces of tiny sliced yellow wood. At
the bottom is a beige rectangular
piece that is placed at an angle in
the forefront along with waves of
thick stitches of ruby red and yellow

stitching to lend fascination to the

colours on joyous jute

creation . An oval dark hole painted
with lighter hues around makes you
"stand and stare" with wonder.

Last but not the least is "Recon-
struction-3" with a vermilion piece of
sacking in rectangular shape tied on
to a another rectangular piece
emerald and jade sacking with a
touch of yellow in and a beige torn
sacking with large extended threads

T
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and deep folds arising from the
original shape of the sacking. At the
back of the three pieces held
together by flamboyant pieces of
stitching in white and yellow is some
jet-black, yellow and white seen
from behind the rough jute cloth.

Sayed has had over 30 group
exhibitions in places like the Federal
Republic of Germany in 1999,
Toynbee Hall and Bangladesh
Centre Gallery ROSL 15" Annual
Open Exhibition, and Manchester
UK, 1998, London, UK, 2001,Art
Association of Harrisburg, PA, USA,
25" Anniversary of Miniature Art
Society, Florida ,USA 1999,"Art for
Expo 2000" Nord LB,
Germany1999, Grover's Society,
Washington D.C. Usa1998, Con-
temporary Art Gallery, Nepal,1999.
United nation's 50" Anniversary
Artists' Exhibtion1995, 14" National
Art Exhibition 2000, Shilpakala
Academy, Dhaka, 2001etc.

The young artist has made the
Save the Children UK calendar
painting in 2000, and has done the
stage decoration for the 50" Anni-
versary of the "Festival of Cannes"
in 1998. He has taken part in four
workshops such as "Self Manage-
ment for artists" conducted by lise
Hilpert of Germany in 20002, the
"Modern Art Workshop" conducted
by artist Iftikharuddin Ahmed, in
2001, India-Bangladesh art camp
organised by Kolkata Nandonic,
India 2000, and the water colour
workshop by "Charu Shilpy
Parishad"in 1995.

Through scintillating colours ,
with tears and patches, Sayed has
brought out the mixed emotions of
human beings. The tears and
patches symbolise the agony and
ecstasy of our existence. They
include our hopes, expectations,
dreams and thoughts of the subcon-
scious mind. The tears and stitches
of the sackcloth along with the
vibrant oil paints create something
purely abstract and yet easy to
appreciate. It is amazing how a
young artist, born in 1972 in Dhaka
could achieve so much through his
drive and dedication. His experi-
mentation is admirable and remark-
able indeed.
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