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RECOMMENDATIONS

In quest of little
life

June 5-11

Masuma Pia, an amateur
photographer holds her first solo,
'In quest of little life', at DRIK gallery
in the city. A total of 47 works make
up the exhibition that is open daily
from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. The exhibition
is dedicated to World Environment
Day 2002.

Reconstruction

of Reality

June7-21

Kazi Sayed Ahmed holds a solo
exhibition of his artworks titled
'Reconstruction of Reality' at the
gallery of Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka. The show is open to all daily
except Saturday from 5:00 p.m. to 8
p.m.

Painting
Exhibition
June 6-15
A painting exhibition by artist
Esmekar Uddin Ahmed will start at
the Gallery Chitrak (H-21, Road-4,
Dhanmondi R/A) from June 6. Artist
Imdad Husain will inaugurate the
exhibition while singer Sudhin Das
will be present as special guest.
Artist Rafiqun Nabi will preside over
the inaugural ceremony.

The exhibition will remain open
everyday from 10:00a.m. till
8:00p.m.s

Seminar

June 13

The 21st seminar of the
International Center for Study of
Bengal Art will be held at 5:00 p.m.
in the Library Hall of the center in
the city. Dr. S.S. Mustafizur
Rahman, Associate Professor of
the Dept. of Archeology of
Jahangirnagar University will give
and illustrated speech on 'Ancient
glass beads of Wari-Bateshwar: An
archeological analysis'.

Painting
Exhibition

June6-15

A solo painting exhibition by artist
Esmkar Uddin Ahmed is being held
at the Gallery Chitrak (H-21, R-4
Dhanmondi). The exhibition will
continue veryday from 10:00a.m. to
8:00 p.m.till June 15.
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A diary on the Jamuna

Tanvir Mukammal's new documentary A Tale of the Jamuna River premiered at Kochikacha Bhaban

FAYza HAQ

HE 60-minute documentary

ATale of the Jamuna River is

a diary on the life style of the
people on the river banks that
litterateurs and even nursery
rhymes have dealt with for ages.
The only fly in the ointment has been
the fact that even though Anwar
Hossain did the main camera work,
flying down from Paris, yet one
longed for more picturesque scenes
rather than the repeated pessimistic
tale of erosion. Otherwise, the
documentary is a well thought-out
one and done with great sensitivity.
The audience remained enthralled
till the end. Sun bathing children,
fishermen with their nets, weavers
with their recounts of their past and
comments about the future, beauti-
ful women seen under hanging
gourds with birds behind them,
school -going children, young
sellers of boiled eggs and farmers
were all brought in with dexterity and
careful thought.

Tanvir says," This is a kind of
documentary which could be seen
as a 'journey film'. We began our
journey by boat from the point that
Jamuna has entered Bangladesh
from Assam. We follow the river on
the boat to near Rjbari where
Jamuna meets with the River
Padma.The idea was to focus on the
River Jamuna and the life of the
people on both sides of the river."

Asked when the idea first
occurred to him to make such a
documentary, Tanvir says," The
main source of the inspiration is
Anjan Chowdhury , who is now a
friend of mine, having been intro-
duced to me by Matiur Rahman,
Editor of 'Prothom Alo', Anjan loves
rivers himself and | myself have a
strong weakness for rivers so that
our two emotions and feelings
combined in the making of the film."

Dwelling on the film content,
Tanvir says," The film is about the
Jamuna river, its history, the life of
the people living beside it, Thus it is
the relationship between the river
and the people who reside on the
banks and near by. The different
aspects that we focus on was what-
ever we came across ranging from
infants and school children to wives
with bleak futures because of the
steady erosion, musicians, fisher-
men. A lot of space was given to
fishing because the Jamuna pro-

It's afternoon on the Jamuna

vides food from its water to both the
banks of the river. We also spent a
lot of time on the 'chors'(shoals)
near the shores. As the erosion led
to the migration of people we
devoted a lot of time to that. Jamuna
is renowned for its 'chors'(shoals)
and the people move from one 'chor'
(shoal)to the next with their posses-
sions. We dwelt on the different
occupations of the people here such
as boat mending, weaving of beauti-
ful cotton saris with patterns and
embroidery and 'lungis' with
checked or striped designs. The
homes of the weavers stretch from
Shahjadpur to Sirajganj."

Asked as to who inspired him to
make the film and who were his
favourite film makers, Tanvir says,"
This genre of film is something in
which you can reach the truth by
putting in a some characters and by
brining in scenes. | like documenta-
ries as I've been isnpired by Robert
Flaharty , Paul Rotha( England) and
Joris Jovens (Holland). It is based
on adiary and delineates the experi-
ences that we encountered and the
reflections that came to the mind
when we were very close to the
river. The shooting unit lived in a
country boat for 15 days. It was a
little expensive as a lot of logistics
were required like we took some
aerial shots from a helicopter , the
food and the guarding of our equip-

ment from the numerous local thugs
cost quite a bit. We could not afford
more than one camera. As Anjan
Chowdhury is the producer , his
organization bore the expenses.
Anwar, flying down from Paris did a
superb job, in my opinion. As he is
my old friend and we've been work-
ing together for a long time his
charges were minimal."

Dwelling on if there was anything
symbolic in his choosing of his
subject, Tanvir says, "The Jamuna
is a fascinating river.lt has many
mythical and literary allusions to it
as in Rabindranath Tagore's
'Chinno Patra’, the stories of Radha
Krishna although that Jamuna is not
this Jamuna and the myth was
based in Uttar Pradesh in India but
somehow the name tags on. This
Jamuna is a new one created from
the waters of the Brahmaputra . In
the 18" century there was an earth-
quake and Jamuna, which was a
small canal , ultimately became a
mighty river. This fascinated me and
also the millions of people living
beside it. From the distance that we
covered in the film the population
would have included more than ten
million.

"There is a sort of a school which
is on a remote 'chor'(shoal). The
school children walk four to five
kilometers to it. In the rainy season
the students have water almost up

to their neck. There are benches but
they had no blackboard until we
raised a fund ourselves from our
own unit members' pockets and
gave the subscription to obtain it.
The teachers' writings were done on
the windowpane. There is no hospi-
tal, police station and life there is still
primitive. There is no infrastructure
of civilized life. If they have any
medical problems they have to go to
the nearest township which is either
20 or 50 kilometers . In the north
there is Chilmari(Gaibandha) and in
the south there is Enayatpur and
Sirajganj. These towns have some
modern facilities."

Touching on the subject of funds
for the film, Tanvir says," It cost
roughly a million takas and we still
have to have the English dubbing
with voiceover with Shameem
Ahmad, Nafees Imtiazuddin (both of
BTV) and Dahlia Ahmed. The
Bangla voice that you heard in the
premiere version was that of
Debashish Bose. We are not mak-
ing subtitles as that is sometimes
disturbing for the average viewers.

"We did everything here and did
not have to send our film to be
washed aroad . We used a Betacam
video otherwise it would have been
astronomically expensive to make
the film. This a film like the ones you
see in 'Discovery' or 'National Geo-
graphic' which | personally love to
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The river Jamuna has always been a great source of inspiration to musicians

from the documentary

watch. Again 'National Geographic'
is my favourite magazine and the TV
channels and the magazine have
inspired me to some extent. | was
fascinated by the Jamuna from the
days when | was involved in the left-
wing political organisation in the mid
80s, when | was then the organizer
of landless farmers. At that time |
had travlled a lot on both the banks
of the Jamuna. From that time | was
concerned with the socio-economic
and political conditions of the poor.
The poverty after the aftermath of
the erosion touched me deeply and
turned to refugees and conse-
quently we focused many footings
onthatissue."

Touching on the difficulties that
they faced while making the docu-
mentary, Tanvir says," There was no
infrastructure such as there were
many places where there was no
electricity. We had problem with
charging the batteries of the
camera.There was no security as
we could have been robbed at any
time as the Jamuna thugs are
absolutely ruthless. Some of us took
turns in staying awake at night.
There were 13 people as we needed
two camera assistants with Anwar
and a light assistant and four pro-
duction boys who handled different
aspects of our total work. The assis-
tant director was Jaibul Anam Khan

and another assistant director was
Sarwar Chowdhury.

"The camera assistants included
Tanay Sarkar, Rezaul Haque Ripon,
Tofael Ahmed. The Assistant editor
was Arya Maitra. The production
associates included Md. Wasim,
Kalyan Patra, Aparna Das., Nibash
Chisim and Chand Mia.There were
a few boatmen too in our group. We
had a cook and an assistant and we
bought fish from the market for most
of our meals. Once or twice we were
lucky enough to have had chicken.
As we are Bengalis we did not get
fed up of the routine fish diet as we
had a variety like 'pangash’,
'boal','rui' and different types of
small white fish , locally known as
'bach'and'garya’.

"One interesting point that | want
to stress on was we bought a goose
which became a part of our unit. My
young assistants were very fond of
it. It became an integral part of our
existence there but perhaps we had
tied it too often so that it became
weak and we had to butcher it so
that it would not become a prey of
other creatures."

Asked about his future plans for
the documentary, Tanvir says," |
believe that it will definitely be sent
to foreign documentary film festivals

and poets of this part of te world. Astill

and in Bangladesh it should be
shown in private TV channels .
There are no rules for documenta-
ries in Bangladesh. As a genre it is
neglected in our country although it
is a powerful means of communica-
tion. Young film makers get the right
training from documentaries . | do
not prefer documentary to feature
films as such. The aim is the truth
which can be through contriving a
story , creating characters and
situations. There are two ways of
reaching the same goal."

Tanvir has made "Nadir Nam
Modhimoti", "Chitrnadir Parey", "Lal
Shalu", "Hulia", "Ochin Pakhi", "Tale
ofaLane" (on Shakhari Bazaar) and
"Remembrance1971," Tanvir
makes films, collects money by sale
of tickets and goes ahead to make
more and as he is a bachelor he has
little restraints to his creative work.
Tanvir studied English Literature at
DU and got involved in film club
"Cenecentral" in the late 70s. He
wrote books on films and organised
seminars on films and today he is a
film maker on his own right.
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