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RECOMMENDATIONS

Reconstruction 

of Reality
June 7 -21

Kazi Sayed Ahmed holds a solo 

exhibition of his artworks titled 

'Reconstruction of Reality' at the 

gallery of Alliance Francaise de 

Dhaka. The show is open to all daily 

except Saturday from 5:00 p.m. to 8 

p.m.

Twelve  young 

artists' show
May 26 - June 4

A contemporary painting exhibition 

of 12 young artists of Bangladesh is 

on at the gallery of Russian Cultural 

center in the city. The display is 

open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.

Made in Australia
June 1- 7

Shahabuddin Mohammad, an artist 

of the country, presently based in 

Australia, holds his second solo 

exhibition at Zainul Gallery of Fine 

Arts Institute in the city. The show is 

open to all from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 

p.m. daily.

P a i n t i n g  

Exhibition
June 6-15

A painting exhibition by artist 

Esmekar Uddin Ahmed will start at 

the Gallery Chitrak (H-21, Road-4, 

Dhanmondi R/A) from June 6. Artist 

Imdad Husain will inaugurate the 

exhibition while singer Sudhin Das 

will be present as special guest. 

Artist Rafiqun Nabi will preside over 

the inaugural ceremony. 

The exhibition will remain open 

everyday from 10:00a.m. till 

8:00p.m.s

BTV
11:30 a.m.  Opening
11:40  Patriotic songs
11:50  Recreational program
12:15pm   Program on world cup
12:20  Live World cup football 

match between Tunisia 
and Russia

2:10  News headline
3:00  News
3:05  Live World cup football 

match between Portugal 
and USA

4:00  News headline
5:00  News
5:30  Live World cup football 

match between 
Germany and Ireland

6:00  News
7:00  News headline
7:30  World Environment Day 

program
8:00  News
8:30  Drama serial
9:00  News headline
9:05  Drama serial
9:30  Chayachanda
10:00  News at ten
10:25  World cup football 

highlights
11:30  News (Bangla/English)
11:45  Closing

EKUSHEY  

12:00pm Ekushey Midday
12:30 Deho Tore
1:00  Ekushey Headlines
1:00 Expedition to the Animal 

Kingdom
1:30 Documentary Pro-

grammed: Japan Video 
Tropic

1:50 Classic Cartoons
2:10 Surer Prodeep
2:30 Drishti
3:00  Ekushey Headlines 
3:05   Drama Serial: 
3:30 Ek Cup Cha
4:00 Surer Prodeep
4:30 Expedition to the Animal 

Kingdom 
5:00   Wildlife on One
5:30 Drishti
5:50 Ajker Potrikay
6:00 Ekushey Headlines
6:05 Classic Cartoons
6:30  Deshjure Songlap
6:55 Ekushey Headlines
7:00  Bolte Chai
7:30  Ekushey Shongbad
8:00 Ekushey News
8:05  Drama Serial: Bondhon
8:30 Pop Show
9:00 Pother Pachile
9:30 Serial: Choto Golper 

Shombhar
10:00 News: Simulcast From 

BTV
10:30 Chittrogetee
11:00   Ekushey Late Night 

Shongbad
11:30 Sumprotique
12:00 Ekushey Headlines

Event New book

ATN
5:30 Islamic prog:
7:00 Musical prog: ATN 

Music
7:35 Dance Prog: Nete 

Nettay
8:00 ATN Bangla News
8:25 Mega serial : Mohine
9:00 Computer based 

prog. : ATN 
Computer Projukte

9:35 Drama : Bebaho 
Sandi

10:50 Bengali feature film: 
Santrashe Raza

12:00 ATN Bangla News
6:07 Health care prog : 

Sustha Thakun
6:45 Film Song's Prog: 

Surchobi
7:00 ATN Bangla Evening 

News
7:35 Musical Prog
8:10 Musical Prog :  

Redoyer Canvas
8:45 Drama Serial: Bebak
9:20 Musical Prog : 

Sureer Bhadon
10:00 ATN Bangla News
10:50 Bengali Feature film: 

Razbodu
11:30 ATN Bangla News

BBC WORLD 
6:00am BBC News
6:30 World  Business 

Report
7:00 BBC New
7:30 Asia Today/Asia 

Business Report 
8:00 BBC News 
8:30 Asia Today/World 

Business Report
9:00 BBC News
9:30 Asia Today /Asia 

Business Report
10:00 BBC News
10:30 World Business 

Report
11:00 BBC News 
11:30 World Business 

Report
12:00pm BBC News 
12:30 World Business 

Report / Sports 
Today

1:00 BBC News 
1:30 Clarkson 
2:00 BBC News 
2:30 Hardtalk
3:00 BBC News 
3:30 Reporters
4:00 BBC News 
4:30 Asia Today/World 

Business Report
5:00 BBC News 
5:30 Hardtalk

HBO
6:30am Implicated  
8:30 Hard Rain
10:30 3 Ninjas Kick Back
12:30 Nadine
2:30 Sacrifice
4:15 In The Doghouse
6:00 Planes, Trains & 

Automobiles
8:00 Sonic Impact

10:00 Sheena
12:15 For Love of the 

Game
3:00 Hard Rain
5:00 Planes, Trains & 

Automobiles

STAR MOVIES
6:00 Thriller : The Pass
7:30 Comedy : Gettin It 

Right
9:15 Drama : The Insider
11:45 Comedy : Ladybugs 
1:15 Thriller : Digital Man
3:00 Action : Ice Breaker
4:30 Hollywood Action 

Night : Terminal 
Velocity

6:15 Thriller : No One 
Can Hear You 

8:00 Thriller : The Pass
10:00 Comedy : The 

Simian Line
12:00 Action : Ice Breaker 

STAR GOLD
7:30am Vardi (Sunny Deol, 

Jackie Shroff)
10:30   Bollywood News  
11:00  Geet  Bahar 
11:30  Ek Mutthi Aasmaan 

(Vijay Arora, Radha 
Saluja)

3:00pm  Bollywood News 
4:00  Ek Nari Ek 

Brahmachari 
(Jeetendra, Mumtaz)

7:00  Geet Bahar 
7:30  Nature Fresh Rang 

Birangi Do Aur Do 
Paanch (Amitabh 
Bachchan, Shashi 
Kapoor, Parveen 
Babi)

11:00  Bollywood News
11:30 Red Rose (Rajesh 

Khanna, Poonam 
Dhillon)

STAR PLUS
7:30 Hum Saath Aath 

Hain
8:00 Aatma 
9:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet
9:30 Fox Kids  Daily 
10:10 Hit Geet
10:25 Kya Film Kya Geet
10:30 Small Wonder
11:00 Maal Hai To Taal Hai 
11:30  Meri Saahil
12:00pm Shanti
12:30 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet
1:00    Kaahin Kissii Roz....
1:25 Film Toppers
1:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar 

Ki 
2:00 Bhabhi
2:30 Kyunki Saas Bhi 

Kabhi Bahu Thi 
3:00 Shagun  
3:30 Kasautii Zindagi Kay
4:00 Kavita
4:30 Kabhii Sautan Kabhii 

Sahelii 
5:00 Kora Kaagaz
5:30 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet

6:00 Small Wonder 
6:30 Fox Kids  Daily
7:10 Aaj Ki Baat
7:25 Kya Film Kya Geet
7:30 Bhabhi
7:55 Film Toppers
8:00 Hum Saath Aath 

Hain
8:30 Son Pari 
9:00 Kasautii Zindagi Kay
9:30 Sanjivani
10:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar 

Kii 
11:00 Kyunki Saas Bhi 

Kabhi Bahu Thi 
11:30 Kaahin Kissii Roz
12:00 Film Toppers
12:05 Aaj Ki Baat

STAR WORLD 
7:00 The Oprah Winfrey 

Show
8:00 MacGyver
9:00 Muhammed Ali  

Sixieth Birthday 
Celebration 

10:00 The Pretender
11:00 The Oprah Winfrey 

Show 
12:00pm Law & Order: Special 

Victims Unit
1:00  Caroline In The City
1:30 The Bold & The 

Beautiful
2:00 Hollywood Squares
2:30 Family Ties
3:00 Baywatch 
4:00 The Simpsons

rd
4:30 3  Rock From The 

Sun
5:00 Star News Asia
5:30  Friends
6:00 The Drew Carey 

Show
6:30 Whose Line Is It 

Anyway
6:55 Star News Asia
7:00 Ally McBeal
8:00 The Practice
9:00 Friends
9:30 The Drew Carey 

Show
10:00 Whose Line Is It 

Anyway
10:30 Ally McBeal
11:30 The Practice

STAR NEWS
6:30am News Hour
7:30 Breakfast News 

English
8:00 Breakfast News 

Hindi
8:30 Breakfast News 

English
9:00 Breakfast News 

Hindi
9:30 Star News English
10:00 Star News Hindi
10:30 Star News English 
11:00 Star News Hindi
11:30 Star News English
12:00pm Star News Hindi
12:30 Star News English
1:00 Star News Hindi
1:30 Star News English
2:00 Star News Hindi
6:30 Bollywood News
7:00 Star Bazaar Hindi
7:30 Saat Baje Hindi 
8:00 Star Khel
8:30 Tonight At 8
9:00 Star Samachar 
9:30 Star News English 
10:00 Star Business News
10:30 Star Newshour
11:30 Star News English
12:00am Sports Tonight

CHANNEL [V]

8:00 [V] Back To Back
8:30 [V] Jumpstart
9:30 [V] Hit Machine
10:00 [V] Back to Back
10:30 [V] Hit Machine
11:00 [V] Back to Back
11:30 Hit Machine
12:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
12:30 [V] Jungli Jukebox
1:00 [V] FDFS
1:30 [V] Hit Machine
2:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
2:30 Coke [V] Popsters
3:00 [V]Zabardast Hits
3:30 [V] Back To Back
4:00 [V] Hit Machine
4:30 [V] Hotline
5:30 Very [V]
6:30 Ctrl [V]
7:00 [V] Back to Back
7:30 [V] Hit Machine
8:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
8:30 [V] Colossal Chaos 

Coutdown
9:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
9:30 [V] Jungli Jukebox
10:00 [V] FDFS
10:30 [V] Hit Machine
11:00 Late Night [V]
11:30 [V] Rewind
12:00 [V] Men's Room

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC
6:30 Wild
7:00 Wild
7:30am Nat Geo Max
8:30 Endangered
9:00 Human Edge
9:30 On The Edge
10:30 Sci-Files
11:30 People & Places
12:30pm Endangered
1:00 Human Edge

1:30 On The Edge
2:30 Dogs With Jobs
3:00 Wild
3:30 Nat Geo Max
4:30 Sci-Files
5:30 People & Places
6:30 Endangered 
7:00 Human Edge 
7:30 On The Edge
8:30 Wild
9:30 Nat Geo Max
10:30 Sci-Files
11:30 People & Places

HALL MARK
6:00 Mrs . Lambert 

Remembers Love 
8:00 Contract for Murder
10:00 Sea Change
11:00 A Town Torn Apart
1:00 Sliders
2:00 Sesame Street
3:00 Scholastic Clifford
3:30 Caillou
4:00 Sea Change
5:00 Star Trek: Voyager
6:00 Sliders
7:00 Contract for Murder
9:00 Star Trek : Voyager
10:00 Off  Season

ZEE TV
6:00 Yaadon Ke Pal
6:30 Bhakti Bhav
7:00 Yoga For Life
7:30 Jagran
7:50 Zee Gym & Eat 

Healthy
8:20 News
8:30 Ardhangini
8:45 Yaadein Radio Ceyion 

Ki
9:00 Nickelodeon on Zee
9:30 Nick On Zee
10:30 Hum Paanch

11:00 Hudd Kar Di
12:00 Justujoo
12:30 Kitne Kool Hain Hum 
1:00 Tu Kahe Agar
1:30 Koi Apna Sa
2:00 Choti Maa Ek Anokha 

Bandhan
2:30 Gharana
3:00 Sir
6:30 Nickeldeon on Zee
7:00 Nickeldeon 
8:00 Yeh Hai Mumbai Meri 

Jaan....
8:30 Kitne Kool Hain Hum
9:00 Mehndi Tere Naam Ki
9:30 Niilaam Ghar  Bid Bid 

Boom
10:00 Koi Apna Sa
10:30 Choti Maa... Ek 

Anokha Bandhan
11:00 Tu Kahe Agar
11:30 Gharana
12:00 Yeh Dil Kya Kare

ALPHA TV 
BANGLA
6:30 Aatpake Bandhe
7:00 Shayola
7:30 Aalaap Bngali Spl
8:00 Purobi Bangla
8:30 Gaan Unltd. 
9:05 Bharat Bhraman
9:30 Talk Jhaal Misti
10:00 Googly
10:30 Mathe Maidane
11:00 Saffalya
11:30 Gaan Unltd.
12:00 Kashinath
12:30 Chena Mukher Shari
1:00 Nayantara
1:30 Ek Akasher Niche
2:00 Pratibimba
2:30 Janmatithi
5:00 Gaan Unltd (Bengali)
5:30 Football
6:00 News in Bengali
6:30 Saffalya
7:00 Shayola
7:30 Bichitra 
8:00 Patibimba
8:30 Ek Akasher Niche
9:10 Chena Mukher Shari
9:55 Kono Ek Din
10:25 Anya Bhuvan
11:00 News In Bengali
11:30 Nayantara
12:00 Shayola

ZEE CINEMA
7:00 Making of A Legend
7:30 Pardey Ke Peeche
10:30 Baaghi
1:30 Swayamvar
5:15 Top of the Tops
6:00 Roti Kapda Aur Makan 
9:30 Ikke Pe Ikka
10:00 Khatron Ke Khiladi

ZEE MUSIC
 7:30        Sizzlers
8:00 Zee Music Box
8:30 Tara Rum Pum
9:00 Hit Pe Hit
10:30 Hit Mix 
11:00 Taaza Maal
12:00 Artist of the Fortnight

12:30 Hit Pe Hit
1:30 Zee Music Box
3:30 Jharokha
2:30 Tara Rum Pum
3:30 Hit Mix
4:00 Hit Pe Hit
5:00 Dil Se
5:30 Hit Mix
6:00 Zee Music Plus
7:00 Dil Se
7:30 Hit Pe Hit
8:30 Music Com
9:30 Sizzlers 
10:00 Artist of the Fortnight
10:30 Jharokha
11:00 Zee Music Box
11:30 Phoren Maal

SONY 
6:30 Music Mantra
7:00  Dil Ka Dwar Khol 
7:30  Amrit Varsha
8:00  Sant AsaramVani 
8:30  Charbusters
9:00  Good Morning Disney
10:00  Music Mantra 
10:30 Circus
11:00 Chamatkaar
11:30 Shaheen
12:00  Malgudi Days 
12:30  The Rasoi Show
1:00   Kkusum
1:30  Ek Mahal Ho Sapano 

Ka 
2:00  Kutumb
2:30  Kuchh Jhuki Palkain
3:00  Dhadkan
3:30  Thoda Hai... Thoda Ki 

Zarurat Hai
4:00  Thodi Si Bewafai 
4:30  Tujpe Dil Qurban
5:00  Jaane Kahan Mera 

Jigar Gaya Jee 
5:30  Star Year Kalakaar 
6:30  Disney Hour
7:30  Charbusters
8:00  Music Mantra
8:30  Hum Hain Dilwale
9:00  Dhadkan
9:30  Kkusum
10:00  Kutumb
10:30  Aahat Specials
11:30  Kuchh Jhuki Palkain
12:00  Ek Mahal Ho Sapno 

Ka

AXN 
6:30 Movie: The Adventures 

of Baron Munchausen
9:30 The Agency
10:30 Xena
11:30 The Amazing Race
12:30 Ripley's Believe It or 

Not!
1:30 The Agency
2:30 Movie: The Adventures 

of Baron Munchausen
5:00 Ripley's Believe It Or 

Not!
6:30 Battledome
7:30 The Amazing Race
8:30 Relic Hunter 
9:30 Guinness World 

Records : Primetime
10:30 Wedne Xday The 

Agency

11:30 CSI
12:30 Alfred Hitchcock 

Presents

CNBC
6:30 Asia Squawk Box
7:30 India Business Hour
9:00 US Business Centre
10:30 Bazaar
12:00 Your Stocks
1:30 Business Lunch
2:00 Dalal Street
2:30 Europe Squawk Box
3:00 India Market Wrap
4:00 Closing Bell
4:30 Business Now
5:00 Asian Wall Street 

Journal
6:00 Digital Revolution
7:00 Business Now 
7:30 Bazaar Aaj
8:00 Business Now
8:30 US Squawk Box
9:00 Markets Today
9:30 India Business Hour
10:30 Business at 10
11:00 Digital Revolution 
11:30 India Business Hour

SET MAX
7:30 Mini Movies : Tumhara 

Kaloo
8:30 Caravan
9:00 Hotlist
9:30 Ghar Ka Chiraag
1:00 Caravan
1:30 Haathon Ki Lakeeren
5:00 Current Bollywood
5:30 Muqaddar Ka Faisla
9:00 Hotlist
9:30 Dharam Veer
1:30 Gudia
4:30 Mashaal 

VIJAY
6:00am Ninai Thale Innikum
6:27 Udaya Geetham
6:30 Samarpanam
8:00 Mudhal Pradhi
8:30 Mudhal Vanakkam
9:30 NGC
10:00 MettukalPudusu
11:00 Vijay Talkies
11:30 Dina Palan
12:00pm Om Namah Shivaya
12:30 Payanam
1:00 Marupadium Aval
1:30 Kavyyanjal
2:00 Agni Sakshi 
2:30 Movie: Pachaikodi 

(Pothigai Bhudhan)
5:30 Vjay Talkies
6:00 NGC
7:00 Oh ho Productions
7:30 Vijay Sethigal
8:30 Kavyanjali
9:00 Nadhi Enge Pogiradhu
9:30 Marumagal
10:00 Payanam
10:30 Marupadium Aval
11:00 Best of Nayyanadi 

Durbar
11:30 Vijay  ethigal 
12:00am Star Hits

TV GUIDE

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAY
STAR MOVIES: 10:00 p.m. The Pass. On a 
recent Halloween night in Weehawken, New 
Jersey, four couples of differing backgrounds bring 
eight very different sets of hopes and aspirations 
to the dinner table of a neighborhood party. When 
Rick invites Arnita, a fortune teller, to the house for 
entertainment, everything is thrown into disarray 
with the prediction that "one couple will be finished 
by the end of the year." The foundations of each 
couple's relationships are shakin and their futures 
called into question. Initially dismissing the 
prediction as the words of an eccentric, the 
characters one by one find themselves drawn into 
personal journeys in search of their destinies. 

Ekushey at 8:30 p.m. Adu Bhai. Based on the 
plots of a short story written by Abul Mansur 
Ahmed, the drama 'Adu Bhai' unfolds a synopsis 
where the central character, Adu Bhai, is a person 
who remains in seventh grade in school even after 
getting married and having children. His son 
gradually reaches a stage in school when both the 
father and son are about to study in the same 
class. Adu Bhai, to avert embarrassment of 
studying in the same class with his son, becomes 
desperate to pass. In a bid to qualify, he sits for 
the annual examination despite high fever. 

Sheena 
On HBO at 10:00 pm
Tanya Roberts brings the based-on-a-comic-strip 
Sheena to life on the big screen. Sheena is a fair-
skinned orphan taken in by a kind priestess in a 
remote African village and trained in the ancient 
art of telepathic communication with all crea-
tures. She gets a first-hand lesson in love from 
Vic Casey, a wisecracking TV journalist, who is 
in the wild to do a story on a royal football 
player, Prince Otwani.

CULTURE DESK

A memorial meeting in honour 
of Shaheed Professor Munir 
Chowdhury was held on May 

3 at the balcony of the newly-
constructed art gallery of Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy in the 
city. A cultural programme was also 
presented on the occasion. 
Renowned intellectual and journal-
ist Obaidul Haq was present at the 
event as chief guest. 

Mustafa Zaman Abbasi, Director 
General of the academy,  presided 
over the meet. An introductory 
speech was delivered by S.M. 
Mohsin, Director (drama and cin-
ema) of Shilpakala Academy. Oth-
ers who participated in the memorial 
discussion include Professor Razia 
Khan, Atiqul Haq Chowdhury, 
Professor Abul Kalam Monzur 
Morshed and Nasiruddin Yousuf.

A dance drama titled 'Smrity 
Jagania Shobdomala', accompa-
nied by poetry reading, was staged 
before a capacity audience at the 
gallery balcony. The dance drama 
was choreographed by Rafiqul 
Islam and performed by leading 
dancers and poetry readers of the 
country. The dance drama were 
based upon various essays and 
literary works of Munir Chowdhury.

Munir Chowdhury was born in 
Manikganj district. His father Abdul 
Halim Chowdhury was a district 
magistrate. He did his MA in English 
from Dhaka University in 1947 and 
also did an MA in Bangla from 
Dhaka University while he was 
incarcerated at Dhaka Central Jail. 

From 1949-50, Munir Chowdhury 
taught Bangla and English literature 
at Brojo Lal College at Doulatpur in 
Khulna and became a professor of 
English at Jagannath College in 
1950. He was a lecturer in English at 
Dhaka University from early 50's till 
the mid and was also a part-time 
teacher in the Commerce Depart-
ment  and Bangla Department 
during the period. He was a lecturer 
in Bangla at Dhaka University from 
1955 to 1962, a reader from 1962 to 
1970, and a professor from 1970 to 
1971. He became chair of Bangla at 
Dhaka University in 1968. Few 
months before his death, Munir 
Chowdhury became the Dean of 

Arts Faculty. 
Inspired by leftist political thinking 

, he joined Pragati Writers and 
Artists Guild in 1943 and also 
attended Communist Party confer-
ence in 1948. At the end of the same 
year, he became general secretary 
of Pragati group. He participated in 

the Language Movement of 1952 
and addressed the Dhaka Univer-
sity teachers' meeting on February 
23, 1952, in protest of the killings 
and tortures of police on February 
21. He was arrested on February 26 
and was sent to jail until. While in 
prison, he wrote his famous drama 
KOBOR (the Grave) in 1953. He is 
the inventor of Bangla typewriter 
keyboard, known as Munir Optima. 
He was opposed to the initiative to 
reform the Bangla alphabet in 1968. 

He was awarded Bangal Acad-
emy Prize in 1962 and Daud prize in 
1965, and Sitara-e-Imtiaz title in 
1966. In supoort of "Bangabadhnu" 
Sheikh Mujib's non-cooperation 
movement in March 1971, he 
returned the title, Sitara-e-Imtiaz. 

Playwright, short-story writer, 
brilliant orator, successful university 
teacher and critic, Munir Chowdhury 
was a foremost intellectual of Ban-
gladesh, who was dragged away 
from home on the eve of the coun-
try's liberation in '71 and was killed 
to be be buried in mass grave in 
Rayer bazar.

Honouring a martyred 
intellectual
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy holds 
memorial meet in honour of Munir 
Chowdhury, a martyred intellectual of '71

Image of Munir Chowdhury on 
postal stamp

CULTURE DESK

A
N exhibition of artworks, 

on view at van, started at 

the Rangamati office 

premises of Bangladesh Shilpakala 

Academy on June 1. The exhibition 

featuring works by reputed artists of 

Bangladesh took place as part of a 

special outreach programme 

under taken by Bangladesh 

Shilpakala Academy to bring art to 

common people across the country.

Coinciding the mobile art exhibi-

tion, a painting competition for the 

local chi ldren was held in 

Rangamati.

Jyotirindrobodhi Priyo Larma, 

Chairman of Chittagong Hill-tracts 

Regional Council, inaugurated the 

exhibition amidst a festive mood. 

He also handed prizes among the 

winners of the children painting 

competition. Around 400 children 

took part in the competition. 

The event that had created quite 

a stir among the local people, was 

addressed by several other reputed 

guests including Manik Lal Dewan, 

a local leader, artists Qayyum 

Chowdhury, Khalid Mahmud Mithu, 

Kanak Chapa Chakma and Subir 

Chowdhury, who is the director of 

Fine Arts of Bangladesh Shilpakala 

Academy.

The mobile art exhibition ended 

on June 4. The touring show will 

now visit Khagrachari for an exhibi-

tion to be held on June 7. 

CULTURE DESK

S
OME seventy years 

ago, AE Porter, in the 

Census Report of Ben-

gal (19311) wrote 'Notes on the 

p r o c e s s e s  o f  d e c a y i n g  

indsutreis'. In his introduction, 

he mentioned that the Notes 

were being written 'to place on 

record... processes of those 

industries which have decayed 

or are threatened with extinc-

tion owing to the competition of 

mass production'. One of the 

twenty-three indigenous indus-

tries that had been 'seriously 

affected by the importation of 

cheap enamel, aluminum and 

porcelain vessels' was brass 

and bell-metal indusry. After 

seven decades, Matthew 

Friedman, has found the 

indsutry still in the doldrums. 

This has inspired him to write 

aboutt he techniques used in 

the manufacture of metal cast-

ing before the industry 'fades 

away' or is 'lost'. As regards the 

focus of his study, the writer has 

preferred to go for a case study 

of Dhamrai craft-clusters. Here 

it may be mentioned that 

Dhamrai is about 39 kilometers 

northwest of Dhaka.

The 72page monographs is 

rather a report on the five differ-

ent processes or casting tech-

niques that are being used in 

creating various types of metal 

objects. Before proceeding to 

deal with the intricate details of 

the various techniques, the 

author has very briefly men-

tions about the occupational 

castes engaged in the trade, its 

organizational set-up, and 

about the metals used in the 

actual making of the objects.

The most important contribu-

tion of Firedman, to my mind, is 

undoubtedly his infinite patiene 

and keen obsevation power in 

noting down to the minutest 

detail the steps of each tech-

nique used in making the 

objects. Observations such as 

'the color of casted objects. 

often varies depending upon 

the quality of the metals used' 

(p. 21); 'the darker the shade, 

the more expensive the price' 

(P.21); 'not all objects that have 

a dark color are necessarily old' 

(p. 21); and 'antique pieces 

tend to have smooth features' 

(p.22) are few examples of his 

c a r e f u l l y  r e c o r d e d  

obsevations. We are pleased to 

learn from the author that work-

ers engaged in the art of 'lost 

wax method' of Dhamrai can 

produce almost anything that 

one could find in other coun-

tries, and that the craftsmen are 

masters at copying figures of 

Hindu and Buddhist statues 

from simple photographs. He 

cautions us, however, that 

'some of the statues look so 

authentic with their rich patinas, 

they are sometimes sold as old 

pieces' (p. 36). The writer then 

goes on to describe the other 

four techniques used in metal 

casting-clay casting method, 

sand casting method, spoon 

making, and plate making. He 

reminds us that 'the skill in 

knowing what is required to 

have just the right cnsistency 

comes from years of experi-

ence.'

The author deserves credit 

for his laborious fieldwork. The 

little book has added to our 

existing knowledge on the 

subject, even if on a modest 

scale. The excellent photo-

graphs taken by Jay Andrson 

have undoubltedly enriched the 

quality of the work.

The author, however, needs 

to delve on aspects like labour, 

capital, organization, market-

ing, etc. besides widenign the 

canvas of his investigation to 

include other metal object 

manufacturing areas of the 

country. This will undoubtedly 

make the book much more 

wortheir. The book is remark-

ably free from printing errors.

To create public awareness 

about the languishing state of 

the industry, the book needs to 

be translated into Bangla, and 

its price kept within the pur-

chasing capacity of the people.

Investigating metal casting
A new book focuses light on metal casting industry, 
threatened with extinction

Art on wheels
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy's 
mobile art gallery reaches Rangamati 
as part of the institution's countrywide
touring art exhibition programme

Artists Qayyum Chowdhury and Kanak Chapa Chakma accompany 
Bodhipriyo Larma (center) as the guests visit the artworks at the mobile 
gallery

Exhibition
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