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Introduction to Dok

Inttiatives for protection,
conservation and management of
environment in Bung adesh date back
to as early as 1972 when the UN
conference on human enVironment at
Stockholm expressed grave concern
on continued environmental
deterioration around the globe and
simultaneously, resolved to undenake
effective steps, both at government
and non-governmental levels, towards
prevention and alleviation of such
phenomena. As a follow up, the first
step towards a very rudimentary
environmental protection in the
country was taken in 1973 through
the promulgation of the Water
Pollution Control Ordinance. This
was followed by undertaking the
Environmental Pollution Control
Project which somewhat expanded
the scope of activities of the project
compared to the earlier one. In 1985,
the project facilitated the setting up
of the Department of Environment
Pollution Control, Finally, in 1989,
the existing Department was
restructured and renomenclatured as
the Department of Environment
(DOE) headed by a Director General
and was formalized under the
Environmental Conservation Acl
(ECA), 1995. ECA of 1995 was
formulated on the basis of the policy
framework provided by the
Environment Policy of 1992 and the
Natonal Environmental Management
Action Plan (NEMAP) that was
designed to put a concrete action plan
to implement that policy. The Act of
1995, the Environment Policy of 1992
and the NEMAP of 1995 thus provide
a broad, inter-sectoral and pragmatic
action programme for
implementation. The legal aspe cts
adequately covered by the enactment
of laws and other regulations are the
Environmental Conservation Act
(ECA), 1995, Environment
Conservation Rules (ECR) 1997, EIA
Guidelines for IndusStey 1997,
Environment Conservation Act
(Amendment), 2000, Environmental
Court Act 2000, Environment
Conservation Act (Amendment)
2002, Environment Conservation
Rules (Amendment), 2002 and

Environment Court Act
(Amendment), 2002.
Mandate of DoE

The ECA of 1995 i1s a

comprehensive legislation which gives
the DoE a clear mandate as to the
duties and responsibilities specified in
the Act. The overall mandate of DoE
Is conservation of the environment
and enhancing 1ts quality through
prevention and mitigation of
pollution. The specific directions of
the mandate may be summanzed as:
a) Coordinating with the activities of
other authonties or agencies that
have a bearing on the fulfillment
of the overall mandate of the DoE.
b) Providing advice or taking direct
action to prevent degradation of
the environment;
¢) Defining Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) guidelines and
1ssuing environmental clearance to
different agencies and general
public who intend to set up an
industry or undertake any

development projects;

d) Setting environmental
standurds (EQS) for parucular
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uses of water and for discharges
to water bodies.

¢) Inspecting/observing/examining

f

any site, plant, equipment,
machinery, production or other
processes, materials or substance
for the purposes of improving
environment, pollution control and
mitigation and give necessury
direcuve to appropriate authornties
or persons to meet such purposes;
Declaring Environmentally
critical Areas (ECA) where the
eco-system has degraded (o a
critical stage:

quality

£) Acting as the technical arm of the
Ministry of Environment and
Forest (MoEF) and advising it on
vanous controls and development
measures; and

h) Implement quite a number of
internationa rotocols/
conventions eg. the 1971 Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands, the 1972
Convention on the protection of
world cultural Hentage, the Basel
Convention of Hazardous Waste
and the 1992 Rio Convention on
Biological Diversity to which
Bangladesh is a signatory.

Achievements of Duiﬁ

The Department of Environment
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MESSAGE

The theme of this year's World Environment Day, Give Earth a Chance, is
meant to convey a message of urgency-about the state of the earth and the
broader quest for sustainable development.

Sustainable development rests on three pillars: economic growth, social
progress and protection of our environment and natural resources. When
the idea first burst onto the scene in 1987 with the publication of Our
Common Future, it was meant to go beyond the ecosystem approaches of
the past, which put environmental issues on the political map but did not
take fully into account these other key concerns.

In 1992, at Rio de Janeiro, the international community achieved a
conceptual breakthrough. No longer, it was hoped, would environmental
issues be regarded as a luxury or afterthought. Rather, they would become
a central part of the policy-making process, integrated with economic and
social development. Developing countries would be helped to pursue a
more environmentally sound path to modernization than that followed by
the developed countries, The big picture -- a positive vision of lopg-term
growth, equity, justice and environmental protection -- seemed firmly in
view.

Despite this advance, and despite considerable efforts and significant
achievements since the "Earth Summit”, the latest readings reveal a planet
still in need of intensive care. Poverty, pollution and population growth;
rural poverty and rapid urbanization; wasteful consumption habits and
growing demands for water, land and energy continue to place intense
pressures on the planet's life support systems, threatening our ability to
achieve sustainable development.

There is little chance of protecting the environment without a greater sense
of mutual responsibility, especially in an age of interdependence, und
especially since the environmental “footprint” left by some societies s So
much larger than that left by others. I hope that all states and all
stakeholders will come together at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development in South Africa later this year, and that the breakthrough
this time, ten years along the path from Rio, will be real and tangible.
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Achievements and the Vision of the Department of Environment

has been systematically performing (1)
regular activities; (it) special uctivities
(111) activities related to development
projects; (iv) Provide support und
assistance (o regional and

international initiatives: and (v)

advisory activities. The major

accomphishment of DoE so far had
been and are presently associated
with-

. Cum(j)iling a number of reports
based on analysis of samples of
water/waste water from various
sources;

® Survey of vehicles:

* Undertaking industrial survey
through idenu:}fing major polluting
industries and measures to deal
with them:

. _Isauing environmental clearance to
industries; ensure formulation and
implementation of plan for
environmentally safe management
of chemicals and hazardous
wastes;

* Producing a number of
documentary films, telops,
informative brochures, educative
matenals, posters etc.

¢ Publishing a large number of
books, reports, training manuals
and waler quality databank and
water Quality;

. Imé)osing ban onimport of wastes,
and reconditioned vehicles of more
than five years old;

¢ Compiling reports on the
Bangladesh state of the
Environment 2001, environmental
education  curricula  and
environmental health.

* Promulgating a set of Environment
Conservation Rules (ECR), 1997,
ECR (Amendment) 2000 and
2002:

e Formulating an Action Plan for
Phasing out Ozone Depleting
Substances and its implementation;

e Compiling inventory of Green
House Gases, making vulnerability
assessment and identifying
mitigation measures;

e Ensuring’, integraved
Fesources management;,

e Adopting the programme to
combat air pollution in Dhaki city
to restrict the number of vehicles
with two stroke engines;

e Converting public sector vehicles
into CNG operated ones;

e Controlling the traffic congestion
and poisonous black emussion from
transports through conducting
mobile court with assistance of the
magistrates and law enforcing
agencies;

e Undertaking steps towards
converting vehicles using petrol
and disel to CNG operating ones:

¢ |mplementing ban on importof two
stroke engine three wheelers and
their chassis; prepare
environmental Impact Assessment
Guidelines for industries;

e Formulating Environmental
Guidelines for four major types of
industries and EIA Guidelines for
FCD/I projects:

¢ Implementing ban on the use of
polyethylene bags throughout the
country, Environment
Conservation Rules (ECR), 2002
towards inserting catalic converter
(CC) and dissel particulate (DPF);

e Filling cases to try the law violators
as per ECA and ECR;

e [ssuing POllution Under Control
(PUC) certificates to vehicles;

e Establishing continuous
monitoring stations to check and
control the air pollution through the
World Bank sponsored Air Quality
Monitoring Project (AQMP);

e Strengthening DoE in respect of
manpower and enhancing the
activities and i1ts in house
capabilities  through  the
Bangladesh Environment
Management Project (BEMP)
funded by the CIDA.

The Vision of DoE

DoE is the technical arm of the
Ministry of Environment and Forest.
[t strives to ensure the sustainable use
of land, the country’s biodivensty and
other national resources through
strategic environmental management,
ecosystem protection and pollution
prevention with the help of other GoB
agencies. The DoE will lead and
catalyze the work of other govemment
and non-government agencies
working on environment and will try
to achieve a wide range of public
understanding and support for its
mission,

DoE is committed to fairness
and transparency and encourages the
active participation of its stakeholders
in the public and private sectors and
the civil society, The personnel of DoE
are motivated and ready to perform
to the highest standard using a team
approach to efficiently, effectively and
accountably carry out its mission in
an appropriate manner.

' llzhc DoE has the vision of

implementing programmes on

creating a clean and healthy
environment in the country ensunng

a better environment and safer abode

for present and future generations,

undertaking research  and
development activities towards
environmentall sound and
sustainable development (ESSD),
functionalizing the activities of the

Environment court for taking eftective

measures against  polluters,

organization of development and
cnfmnccmem of the manpower of

Dok, creation of skilled manpower

through undertaking traimng

programmes on various topies related

(o environment, public awareness

through publicity in the mass-media,

water
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formulation of projects and
undertaking programmes in the light
of Agenda 21, NEMAP and National
Conservation Strategy (NCS),
Conclusions and Recommen-
dations

The degradation of the natural
resource base and environment in
Bangladesh started with various
human and economic development
activities, before adequate mitigation
measure were considered an integral
part of the development process. This
happened due to a lack of appropriate
sector policies, awareness, and
integration of environment and
development into conventional
development strategies. In the
conventional paradigm to attain
cconomic growth the concept of *
grow first and clean later” was the
underlying principle. In the last
decade, particularly after the Rio
Summit in 1992, it has been realized
worldwide that  sustainable
development cannot be achieved
without environmental conservation.
The government of BanFladcsh has
now realized the need for concern
regarding environmental 1ssues, and
started incorporating environment
into policies dealing with various
sectors that aim for a sustainable
approach towards environmental
management and development.

t is encouraging that the
National Environment Policy of
Bangladesh was adopted in 1992
when many of our neighboring
countries could not formulate such a
policy. Apart from this, the enacted
Acts and Rules on environmental
Issues seem adequate to meet the
needs of the present day in ensuring
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proper action on conservation and
Bmteclian of national environment,
angladesh also owns the credit of
establishing separate Environment
Courts which is a unique instance.
Bangladesh has by now
achieved notable achievements
through certain concerted steps in
conserving and gmlecting our fragile
environment under the farsightedness
and dynamic leadership of our
Honorable Prime Minister. We, as
well as the nation. are indebted to the
Prime Minister for her vision.
All these efforts would have n
vain without the initiatives taken by
the Honorable Minister of the
Ministry of Environment and Forest,
Government of Bangladesh, Mr.
Shahjahan Siraj. Under his able
guidance and close monitoring the
nation is implementing the long due
demands of the citizens with
hearted support from the
walks of life. )
The Department of Environment
\eith its severe staffing and financia
constraints is finding it difficult ©©
fulfill its mandate properly. Its
expectations encompass nearly every
thing and anything related to
environmental management and
conservaton in the country. Dot

- concentrate and consolidate its eftor

on priority issues and core |
areas contained im«wilhin is h:lﬂﬂ
mandate. Policy integratiof
institutional capacity bpﬂﬂsﬂg
developing options for mitigd
environmental degradation. and.
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