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RECOMMENDATIONS

Reconstruction
of Reality

June7-21

Kazi Sayed Ahmed holds a solo
exhibition of his artworks titled
'Reconstruction of Reality' at the
gallery of Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka. The show is open to all daily
except Saturday from 5:00 p.m. to 8
p.m.

Calligraphy

May 17 - June 04

A calligraphy exhibition with the
works of 24 renowned artists goes
on at the lobby of National Museum
in the city. The exhibition is open to
alldaily from10a.m.to 5 p.m.

Twelve young

artists' show

May 26 - June 4

A contemporary painting exhibition
of 12 young artists of Bangladesh is
on at the gallery of Russian Cultural
center in the city. The display is open
from 11.a.m.to 7 p.m. daily.

Made in Australia
June1-7

Shahabuddin Mohammad, an artist
of the country, presently based in
Australia, holds his second solo
exhibition at Zainul Gallery of Fine
Arts Institute in the city. The show is
open to all from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. daily.

Painting
Exhibition
June 6-15

A painting exhibition by artist
Esmekar Uddin Ahmed will start at
the Gallery Chitrak (H-21, Road-4,
Dhanmondi R/A) from June 6. Artist
Imdad Husain will inaugurate the
exhibition while singer Sudhin Das
will be present as special guest.
Artist Rafiqun Nabi will preside over
the inaugural ceremony.

The exhibition will remain open
everyday from 10:00a.m. till
8:00p.m.s
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Sublime offerings

The music devotees of Dhaka toast Igbal Ahmed's great voice

at a solo musical soiree held at Bengal Shilpalaya
' N L DT

ZIAUL KARIM

the firebrand cultural activist

and singer Igbal Ahmed who
mesmerised Dhaka with his
music in the 60s and early 70s
recreated his era at a solo musi-
cal evening held on Sunday at
Bengal Shipalaya.

Igbal's gayaki is simple
revealing of a superior blend of
technique and appeal. He is
gifted with a unique and expres-
sive voice and can render soul-
ful Tagore songs as fluently as
the patriotic ditties of Mukunda
Das or Shubhas Mukherjee.

Igbal began his evening with
the Tagore numbers he was
best loved forin the 60s and 70s
followed by a sweet number
from Jaganmoy Mitra. Next was
a vivacious one from
Hemangshu Dutt and then

I T was time travel musically:

N

Igbal Ahmed offers a great musical feast to the music devotees of the city on Jun

came Ban Eshechey Mara
Gangey and Bhay Ki Maranay
of Mukunda Das and Phool
Khelbar Din Nay Adday by
Leftist poet of the 40s Shubhas
Mukherjee.

The two-hour programme
kept the audience, most of them
Igbal's fans in his prime years in
Dhaka, captivated. The amount
of entreaties pouring in from the
audience to continue with the
songs was remarkable. The
audience was also from time to
time joining in the ascending
chorus to give the evening a
special atmosphere of under-
standing and appreciation.

Sweetness has been the
keynote of Igbal's Sunday per-
formance. His singing is laden
with verve and grace and metic-
ulously planned as far as con-
cert performance is concerned.
"When | give concerts | begin

with devotional songs of Tagore
followed by his songs on nature,
monsoon and usually wrap up
with love songs," says Igbal
Ahmed.

Settled in Geneva since
1973, Igbal psychologically
stays close to Bangladesh and
his passion for Bengali music
keeps him spiritually connected
to his culture. This time Igbal
has a musical mission on hand.
" | worked for two CDs this time:
one album would be on Tagore
songs, the other would be on
patriotic songs. The albums will
be released by Bengal Founda-
tion sometime in September."

Rehearsing and practicing
Tagore song in a foreign land
and that too in an atmosphere
quite alien to Bengali culture is a
difficult proposition. Igbal has
mercurially overcome those
difficulties to preserve a true

e 2 at Bengal Shipalay at Dhanmandi

Tagorean sensibility in his song.
"It is a question of remaining
faithful to one's passion. | buy
old records and listen and re-
listen to stay tune with original
taste and flavour of Tagore
song."

Has it ever occurred that the
gayaki is affected with the
change of the meaning of the
song? " We sing Tagore song
with an established meaning.
But there were times when a
new interpretation sheds differ-
ent light on a song and | have
adjusted my singing to that new
revelation. Gayaki is also
affected by the swing of the
mood."

Dhaka's music lovers redis-
covered the vintage Igbal
Ahmed on Sunday and had a
binge on his sweet musical
ditties.
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Zainul: the supreme fine arts
master of Bangladesh

A discussion session held commemorating
Zainul Abedin's 26th death anniversary

NAFID IMRAN AHMED

O mark Shilpacharjo Zainul

Abedin's 26th death anniver-

sary Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy and Bangla Academy
organised individual events. A
discussion session titled 'Zainul
Abediner Shilpa O' Shilpachetona'
(The artworks and visions of Zainul
Abedin) were held at the Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy Gallery
auditorium on the same day.

The discussion ceremony was
named after an essay on
Shilpacharjo Zainul Abedin's
artworks and views by Dr. Sayed
Azizul Haque. Noted agricultural
scientist and photographer Dr.
Nowazesh Ahmed was present as
chief guest at the occasion, while
Begum Jahanara Abedin, wife of
late Zainul Abedin, was present as
special guest. The discussion was
presided over by Mustafa Zaman
Abbasi, director Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy.

Deft handling of bold strokes,
sensitivity to colour, simplicity and
an immense compassion for the
struggling and the suffering people
combined to make Zainul Abedin
the master artist, our pride and
heritage. The ceremony began with
the recitation of the essay 'Zainul
Abediner Shilpa O' Shilpachetona’
by Dr. Sayed Azizul Haque.

Born on 29 December 1914, at
Kishoreganj in Mymensingh, Zainul
Abedin had left school and found his
true vocation in fine arts. He gradu-
ated from the Fine Arts Department
of the Government School of Art,
Calcutta, winning the first place. The
essay begans describing his art
education in Calcutta. In the essay,
Dr. Sayed Azizul Haque discussed
how his visions as an artist evolved.
At first he pointed the impact of
nature and the surroundings of
Maymensing on Zainul. From
Shilpacharjo's own verses and
works as a student it was clear that
he was moved by the beauty of the
river Brahmaputra and the Garo hills
from his childhood. And this is what
started him off as an artist. The
change of seasons also fascinated
to him. We find impressionism and
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Professor Rafiqun Nabi speaks at the discussion ceremony

post-impressionism
works.

In 1938 he was awarded the
much coveted Governor's Gold
Medal of the Academy of Fine Arts in
the All-India Arts Exhibition, while
still a student. And he was the first
student of the Government School
of Arts to be appointed a teacher of
the same school before he passed
his final examination.

The great famine of Bengal in
1943 and the millions of starving
people dying by the roadsides on
their trek to the cities in search of
bits of food touched his sensitive
mind very deeply. He travelled
through several parts of Bengal and
drew his famous series of famine
sketches. When the sketches were
first published in the Calcutta daily
'Swadhinata', Zainul Abedin
became known throughout India
and the world. Zainul visited many
countries all over the world and after
his visit and experiencing the
artworks all around the world, he felt
the urge of upholding our rich folk
heritage.

'I was moved by his childlike
behavior', said artist Sayed Luthful
Haque while recalling his memories
of Zainul. 'When | first met him, | felt
like | was meeting a child' he said. 'l
have faced the question about
modernism in Zainul's work," said
Dr. Sayed Manzoorul Islam, while
speaking at the occasion. 'Zainul did

in his early

use some western styles at first but
mostly using less colour and few
strokes he created his master-
pieces, which was the modernism in
his works' he added.

Artist Rafiqgun Nabi proposed for
an encyclopedic book on Zainul
while talking at the ceremony. He
advised to categorise Zainul's life.
Some of the categories he proposed
were: Academic Zainul, drawings of
Zainul, impressionist Zainul, folk
works, Zainul as a teacher, works on
the starving people, other works and
the world in the eyes of Zainul. 'My
friend Bulbon Osman and | wanted
to publish a book on Zainul' said
Professor Nazrul Islam while speak-
ing atthe discussion.

'l was with him for 30 years,' said
Begum Jahanara Abedin, while
recalling her memories of her hus-
band. 'But now after what | hear
about him | realise that | have never
seen him this way. | am learning new
things about him now.' Chief guest,
Dr. Nowazesh Ahmed, recalled his
memories of the great artist and
showed his respect from him.

The role of Zainul Abedin in the
development of fine arts in Bangla-
desh, however, has been best
expressed by the title of
'Shilpacharya’ -- the Great master of
the Arts -- which his admiring people
bestowed upon him.
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