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Some cable TV operators run
recorded programmes

STAR REPORT

Believe it or not, some cable TV
operators in Dhaka are relaying
recorded whole day's programmes
of certain popular pay channels a
day later.

They have been doing this for
the last two weeks because one of
the main cable TV distributors has
stopped giving the operators bun-
dled channel services over pay-
ment dispute. These operators are
not paying the distributors regu-
larly.

Instead of settling the disputes
amicably, these operators are now
engaged in channel piracy. In
many parts of the city, viewers can
watch Star World and Cartoon
Network programmes a day later.
But other popular channels like
Star Movies or AXN are not avail-
able in these areas.

According to sources, these ca-
ble operators record the whole
day's programmes of Star World
and Cartoon Network to relay
these the next day.

Such fraudulent acts are evi-
dent in Dhanmondi, Kalabagan,
Indira Road, Azimpur, Mirpur and

Besides. there are allegations ol
fraudulent practices by many ca-
ble operators who conceal the
actual number of subscribers.
They show less than the actual
number to the channel distribu-
tors and pay less.

When subscribers charge the
cable operators with failing to
provide full service against the
fixed monthly fee, the operators
reply that in order to ensure full
service, the charge should be in-
creased by at least 40 per cent.

The cable operators typically
charge the subscribers between Tk
250 and Tk 300 for each connec-
tion. And the subscribers can en-
joy more than 30 channels, of
which the main popular channels
are: HBO, Star Movies, Star World,
AXN, MTV, Discovery, Cartoon
Network, Star Plus, Zee Cinema,
Hallmark, Sony and National Geo-
graphic.

The channel distributors have
blocked the pay channels as many
cable operators hide the real
number of their subscribers to
evade more payments.

“We have no other option but
to block the channels to realise the

subscription fees timely due 1o
negative impact on the economy,
they added. |

‘A policy on pay channels
could reduce the pressure on ca-
ble operators,” COAB president
Parvez Khan told The Daily Star.
He alleged that channel distribu-
tors compel the operators to sub-
scribe more than one pay channel
In every segment like movies, en-
lertainment and sports.

The Ministry of Information
had decided to close down 13
satellite channels, both pay and
‘free-to-air’ channels, to resist,
what the government said, 'alien
culture’. However, following se-
vere criticism, the government
reversed its decision just after one

day and lifted the ban from all but
MTV and Channel-V. But none is
complying with the government
decision,

Sources said that the ban and
other conflicting issues sur-
rounding the cable TV business
were not at all involved with any
policy maker's concern for cul-
fural aggression,

"It’s a huge business. The dis-
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Education Minister Dr. Osman Faruque with the recipients of prizes and awards at the prize and award giving
ceremony of Bangladesh Scouts held in the city on Sunday.

Plan to repatriate
all Rohingyas
by June 2003

BSS, phaka

Prayers for ad-interim bail
of Dr Alamgir rejected

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The Metropolitan Sessions Judge's

Rahman, Sahara Khatun, Abdullah
Abu and Abdur Rahman Howlader
stated that the co-accused of the

embezzled Tk 21,57,050 by ap-
pointing consultants for the Ban-
gabandhu Novo Theatre without

The government is taking allout
measures (o complete repatriation
of remaining 21,982 Rohingya
refugees by June 2003,

As part of the move, Foreign
Secretary Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury will visit Myanmar on
June 16 to discuss the issue, Min-
ister for Disaster Management and
Relief Chowdhury Kamal Ibne
Yusuf told journalists after an in-
ter-ministerial meeting yesterday.

State Minister for Communi-
cations Salahuddin Ahmed and
secretaries and representatives
from the home and foreign minis-
tries and BDR, police and other
agencies attended the meeting.

Chowdhury Kamal said the
problem would be solved through
an integrated approach, Most of
the refugees have gone back 1o
their homeland, but a sizeable
number still remains in Bangla-
desh, he added.

@he Baily Star

State of Myanmar had entered
Bangladesh since 1991 to avoid
alleged persecution. The Rehin-
gyas took shelter in different
places of the Cox's Bazar district.
The government of Bangladesh
with the support of the United
Nations High Commissianer for

Belugees (UNHCR) started repas,

triation of the refugees in Septem-
ber 1992 and repatriated 2,32.399
refugees till May 26 this year.

However, the remaining 21,982

refugees living in two camps eould
not be repatriated for various rea-
SONS,

Official sources said these refu-
gees, most of them are reluctant 1o
go back to their homeland, are
posing threats to security, law and
order, and environment and cre-
ating social problems for Bangla-
desh.

Sources said their repatriation
would be geared up after the visit
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ferent channels as they are not
showing Discovery, National Geo-
graphic, Hallmark, Star Movies
and AXN channels.

Subscribers in these areas are
now worried that although the
cable operators are charging them
Yor these channels, they are being
deprived of proper services.

The Nationwide Communica-
tions Ltd (NCL) that represents the
channels like Star network and
Cartoon Network suspended its
services to many cable operators
in the city last month following the
government's ban on some chan-
nels as they piled up huge arrears.

Association of Bangladesh (COAB)
said the operators are under tre-
mendous pressure from the dis-
tributors to pav outstanding bills.
But the operators could not collect

One commits

suicide
BSS., Rajshahi

One young man committed sui-
cide yesterday by hanging himself
at his residence in the city.

Police identified the decease as
Kabir Hossain, 24, son of Kamal
Hossain, a resident of Kharbona
area under Boalia thana.

a piece of cake by twisting laws,”
said a source.

The business part of the cable
operators became clear soon after
the assumption of the BNP gov-
ernment. In different parts of the
city as well as in other parts of the
country, the BNP and JCD activists
took over the cable services from
previous operators or lorced
them to share their customers.

Out of 30 satellite pay channels
the distributors sell 1o the cable
operators, M/S Nationwide Com-
munication Ltd. distributes 27
channels while M/S Translink the
three others.

Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir in
connection with three graft cases.

Judge Ahmed Jamil Mostafa
lixed June 27 for full hearing of the
cases relating to bail.

The delence lawyers submitted
three separate criminal appeals
yesterday, seeking bail from the
Sessions Judge's Court, after the
rejection order of the Chief Met-
ropolitan  Magistrate’'s (CMM)
Court, Dhaka.

Moving the appeals, the law-
yers -~ Barrister Shawkat Ali Khan,
M Amirul Islam, Advocate Shafiq
Ahmed, Sudhansu Shekhar Hal-
der, Rahmat Ali MP, Syed Rezaur

granted ad-interim bail by the
High Court. So the accused Alam-
gir should be released on bail as
co-accused,

The prosecution side opposed
the bail petitions.

Alter hearing both the sides,
the court rejected the petitions for
ad-interim bail.

Earlier, the CMM's Court on
May 18 rejected the bail petitions
of Alamgir.

In the first case, filed with Te-
jgaon thana, it has been alleged
that during the AL rule, the then
prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
Alamgir and six other ministers

MIGRATION TO THE UK

Highly qu.JElfl(‘d. E\Fﬂt’rfﬂﬂii‘d and skilled protessional persons such as Doclors,
Dentisis. Pharmacists, Engineers and people with exceptional achievements in ther
own field can apply for permanent settlement in the UK

Technology sectors are also welcome

Applications from Innovators with fresh business ideas in Hi-Tec Scientilic and

Our Lawyers from Lon8on will cofagt you direcl
Please nole thal this i3 nol an employmenl opportunily bul an epporlunily for

successful people to migrate to the UK.

AGENCY / DISTRIBUTORSHIP
FOR LIGHTING FITTINGS

alumimium extrusion suilable for

Repuled firm manufacturing high quality light fitings from sheet metal
ha omestic/Commercial /Industrial

applications, wishes to appoint Exlusive Agent /Distributor for

Bangladesh . Interested Agents/ Distributors With Proven track record

503,Gundecha Chambers, Nagindas Master Road, Mumbai-400 023.India
Tel: 91-22-267 1264/267 5470 Fax:91-22-265 5167
E-mail: eurolite @bom 5.vsnl.net.in Website:www.euroliteindia .com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

CENTRE FOR THE REHABILITATION OF THE PARALYSED (CRP)
: CRP-CHAPAIN, SAVAR, DHAKA.
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C-1208

O/AHSC/SSG: |
(Cost,Mgt,Fin¢l Accounting,

ABC (DU), 011-870021

'Stat, Englisht Financial Mgg.)* 1]

leged that Alamgir and others
embezzled Tk 4,52,65,646 in pur-
chasing equipment for the theatre
from the second lowest bidder.

In the third case, filed with Te-
jgaon thana, it has been alleged
that Alamgir and 11 others were
involved in inviting bids without
estimating the cost of the theatre.
[hey misappropriated Tk
52,28,210 by doing this.

I'he Bureau of Anti-Corruption
(BAC) filed the cases against Dr
Alamgir and others with Tejgaon
thana on March 27,

FLAT FOR SALE AT UTTARA

Flat size of 1550sft & 1300sf

with superior quality lift, stand

by Generator and many more

tacilities (loan available).

Tel : 9881143, 8816859
011-857861, 018-231031

FATEAT 1 32D, SBBD, 000 9 J00) AW &Y
fiee SHT TAFEH 96, vy A 9 b WA |
T 8 T WATEDH (FT7 THw B9t fvm
(W3 23004, 0)1-02800)

Gulshan. Banani. Bariclhara

By service charge Taka. 1000/~

(after finalized) youw(Foreigners/ Local)
may hire a House/office. Total list of

Vacamt Houses, Flats, Apartments (With/
without To-Let Sign/ furnished &
telephone) in our record.

Ph. 019-360990 (From any Phone)
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gees by June next year, he said,
adding that border forces have
been asked 1o check further influx
of refugees from Myanmar,

A total of 2,50,877 Muslim Ro-
hingya refugees from the Arakan

e e e . .

to visit Cox’s Bazar this month 12

observe the situation in Kutupas ﬂ’
.i.:t.‘
= i

long and Noyapara camps.

Sources said the meeting dis:

cussed entire gamul of the refugee
issue including their repatriation.

Gas Generator Wanted

A group of companies interested to buy gas
generator sets of 0.8MW & IMW capacity.
Interested manufacturers & traders are requested
to contact with MR Eusufi at 88 02 882 6208/
882 7035/ 881 4575, Fax: 9883185 along with
Price, Delivery, Catalogue & Technical data.

C-1209

Successful businessmen intending 10 establish husiness in the UK can also apply 3 L R . . i
People of independent financial S P g o ML D and having Marketing Infrastructure lnclude Close Working With ¥l
close UK connections may also apply Interior designer/ architects /project consultants are requested to TUTION g !
: ¥ £ : {
1| Please send your CV linclude fax no. & e-mail address o any) 1o COMhEE R-ﬂj esh C. Shah ABB A{4Ih yr.) student wants The owner of h d | I t
A.N Motaher - ;s ,, : - (&8 TTE) S Of a hanasome ucraty I
290/2 Sonargaon Road (2nd Floor), Dhaka-12135. Tel : 9661263 Rubycon Electrical & Electronic Industries to 1each B.B.A/ B.Com /Std 11- COTIEIN 323 | y lucrative and established

| -business house intends to. sell off. his-entire business

" establishment and Migrate 1o join his famify= ) :
The yearly income of the business is around one crore taka.
Anyone interested to purchase, may please convey in
confidence his intent at the given address. None below 3

crore taka investment capacity need not to apply. Last date |
of receipt of intent 15-06-2002. Box No. A-2455, C/O.

Daily Star, Dhaka.
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of Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed (CRP). Savar. Dhaka

Submission Land opening of tender "TECHNICAL OFFER" (one inoriginal and other in duplicate)
and "FINANCIAL OFFER" (One in original and other in duplicate) for the proposed bid should be
prepared separately as per tender schedule and should be put in separate sealed envelops/covers. Both
the offers should be dropped in tender box o be kept at CENTRE FOR THE
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catalogue of required categories without any cost information while the FINANCIAL OFFER should
contain the detail price as per schedule of items of work. Only "TECHNICLA OFFER' will he
opened on the same day 2,30 PM in presence of tenderers (if any) financial offer will be opencd alter
evaluation of "TECHNICAL OFFER'' and Technically qualitied tenderers will be informed about
the date & time for opening of "FINANCIAL OFFER' in due course. The financial offers ol
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