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RECOMMENDATIONS

Calligraphy
May 17 - June 04

A calligraphy exhibition with the
works of 24 renowned artists goes
on at the lobby of National Museum
in the city. The exhibition is open to
all daily from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.

Twelve young

artists' show

May 26 - June 4

A contemporary painting exhibition
of 12 young artists of Bangladesh is
on at the gallery of Russian Cultural
center in the city. The display is
openfrom11a.m.to 7 p.m. daily.

Female artists’

group show

May 24 June 02

A group art exhibition of 25 female
artists of the country is on at Gallery
Chitrak in the city. The exhibition is
opendailyfrom10a.m.to8p.m.

Solo

photography
exhibition

June1-3

Photojournalist Pranab Roy holds a
solo of his works on nature at Pouro
Pathagar in Narayanganj. The
exhibition is open daily from 10 a.m.
to9p.m.

Made in Australia
June1-7

Shahabuddin Mohammad, an artist
of the country, presently based in
Australia, holds his second solo
exhibition at Zainul Gallery of Fine
Arts Institute in the city. The show is
open to all from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. daily.

Musical evening
June2

Igbal Ahmed, based abroad,
presents a solo of Tagore songs at 7
p.m. at the Bengal Shilpaloy in the
city.
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Poignant portrayals of vie vitale

Exhibition by 25 lea

FAYzA HAQ

HE 25 women artists' exhibi-

tion that began at Chitrak

Gallery on May 25th and
continues till June 2nd June was a
sheer pleasure both visually and
intellectually. It presented the fact
that Bangladeshi women are
constantly working at their work
despite their duties at home as
house-makers in order to maintain a
regularincome . Art galleries are not
few or far between today and nor are
there a great dearth of connoisseurs
and buyers but nevertheless
women artist's struggle to paint and
exhibit regularly is something that
one must take one's hat off to.

Rokeya Sultan's "She-7", tem-
pera, has a woman with her bosom
exposed and her face done quickly
but delicately, with one hand only. It
is done with different shades of
colours taken from nature, the artist
being inspired by the nature poems
of Rabindranath Tagore and Jiban
Ananda Das. Thus yellow ochre and
red have been used in the back-
ground as well as on the figure that
dominates the composition. She
herself says that she has found the
colours in nature, in the water pools,
mustard fields, paddy fields, the sky
in Bangladesh itself in her frequent
trips outside Dhaka. The subject's
hair is tied in blue and nature that
surrounds in her in patches of
yellow, vermilion , black and green ,
with circles , other curled forms. The
woman is holding on to a flower,
reminding one of the Moghul minia-
ture portraiture of Noorjehan and
other kings and queens of the
Moghul past. This is undoubtedly an
idyllic creation in which Rokeya is on
the focus as the subject has been
presented with a necklace, curled
falling jet-black hair and the resplen-
dent flower in the hand. The nature
depiction in the composition
remains minimal. The colours of
nature around are yellow, green,
blue andred.

In Rokeya Sultana's another
"She", in tempera, is mostly in
shades of red . Here too a woman
dominates the composition as
before. She holds a flower in one
hand and has a bird flying towards
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Awork by Kanak Champa Chakma

her in blue, while her hands are
curled up as if in some ecstatic
dance, and her rounded upturned
beasts are bare. There are more
birds and other elements of nature
such as beads, seeds, weeds,
waves. On top are more blue flying
birds . The subject's lips, eyes, ears
and hands are simplified but she
remains exquisite. Rokeya has
deified womanhood as she believes
women struggle both at home and
workplace.

Rokeya Sultana's "Flower",
acrylic, has a woman sitting down,
with her hair cascading down in
black, holding on to large flowers
that have dots on them and are
yellow and white, giving the impres-
sion of enormous 'dolonchmpas".
There are more flowers in the back-
ground and on the two sides of the
woman in blue, pink, yellow and red
with massive dots on them. The
background has more red and
yellow. The woman's body is in
shades of orange, red and yellow.
Her moon-like eyes with the circular
pupils are pink. She has a blue oval
shaped cloth to sit on and it has dots
on them. She has a necklace,
bangles and looks definitely cute.
Once again, Rokeya has brought in
womanhood as the main feature of
her composition in her chosen naive
style.

Kanakchampa Chakma's "Re-
flection" presents her recent visit to
Nepal. Here one sees the Buddhist
monks in front with carmine robes ,
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By Selina Chowdhury Mili

They carry prayer beads and the
prayer wheels in their hands. At the
back is the famous many-eyed
pagoda of the Kathmandu, which is
done in brown, yellow and white with
details in geometrical shapes of
triangles and rectangles. There are
more turrets and at the top are the
eyes of the goddess. There are then
the delicate pink buntings strung
delicately across the blue and white
sky. There are more bell-shaped
structures at the back .The scenic
beauty along with man is pictur-
esque indeed and departs from
Kanakchampa Chakma's tribal
subjects of the past. The left part is
left stark white for eye-relief and
interest in the composition. She was
in Nepal for a holiday and made the
quick painting during that time.
Equally interesting is Kanak-
champa's second entry on Nepal's
portrayal of its religion; is also
intriguing, impressionistic, moving
and informative. This acrylic "Im-
pression of Nepal-2" has another
close presentation of a Buddhist
priestin reddish brown robe, with his
gray face while in front is a large
ancient bronze bell done in details. It
hangs from huge chains and has
winged gorgons on top, done in
studied, graphic details. There are
gay but muted pink, yellow ,and blue
buntings on the top and sides held
by delicately sketched in strings,
and even the side of the monastery
wall is done in details in an impres-
sionistic manner ,with geometrical

rtists at Chitrak

By Atialslam Anne

white, beige . Blue and yellow form
the background to set off the dark
subject.

Kuhu's drawing presents a
sketch in crayons of a woman in a
sari , called "Maa -1and is appar-
ently expecting a baby going by her
belly contours. Her sari is done in
shades of blue, green and white.
She has a dark skin although her
face is fair and her Cupid lips are red
and inviting. Her beautiful eyes are
large, like limpid pools. She is
seated in a relaxed manner on a
polished , expensive chair and
flaunts bangles, earrings and nose-
ring. The rest of the paper has been
left white with pale strokes of sug-
gested blue, green with rectangle
and triangle sketches

In Kuhu's drawing "Maa-2" we
see a woman holding on to a child
and she is covered with a "burga"
which is in indigo, black and shades
of white. She has bangles on her
hands which are yellowish and
golden, while her eyes are some-
what slanted. Her lips, nose and
eyes have touches of red. Her face
has definite shades of orange and
white while the healthy child is
dressed in a sweater of beautiful
dark red, blue and white. The child
has a black holy string tied on its
wrists and ear tops. The child has
short hair and smiles slightly show-
ing some portions of her teeth.

Farah Zeba's acrylic "Part Lives"
has brought in the pain and agony of
human kinds. There are many

By DilaraBegum Jolly

ing and others seated. They have
pages of calendars at the back as
they appear to be moaning and
groaning about their fate, not being
able to handle the situation that they
are faced with. Some of the faces
are contemplating while to hers are
shown as profiles while some are
sketched in. The women at the black
are white and blue with gray hair,
touched with pink. The seated
woman in frontis done with her body
done in orange and white strokes.
Her clothes are in indigo, pink and
green sweeps. At the sides are more
blue , red and yellow dramatic
sweeps. The ground are patches of
brown and green, while at the side
there is a tiny face. Sweeps of
green, patches of blue and drops of
gray. At the far left are orange
strokes along with some green.
Nasreen Begum's acrylic on
paper portrait in blue presents a
young woman done in the Oriental
Art manner mixed with modern
experimentation. The subject has a
crescent moon on her forehead
while her figure is gorgeous and her
eyes are like lotus buds. Her nose
and lips are also near perfect ,
according to all standards, her hair
is short . She has a cactus before
her, bearing in mind that Nasreen
believes that most women have
problems in their adult lives and this
thorny plant represents that belief.
Flower and leaf, a rose and plants
motifs decorate the sides of the
fascinating portrait, both imagina-

PHOTOS: SHEIKH ENAM

By FarihaZeba

provoking. /This is mostly in blue
and white, while the backdrop
contains dots while the star-shaped
flowers are touched with white and
are done in details with great deli-
cacy. The impact is soft, gentle and
feminine.

In Nasreen Begum's next acrylic
portrait depicts a statuesque
woman with delicate jewellery on
her hair, ears , done in white details.
Her eyes are like starbursts while
there is a fine but definite arrow
pointing towards her. The woman
herself has designs on her sari
which have rectangle and star
shapes in red, blue ,and yellow .
There is a patch of green, touched
with red at the back and there is
more calligraphy in Bangla included
in this portrait too. At the left side are
geometrical motifs which are taken
from nature and are circular, ovular,
rectangular and star shaped. At the
left side of the decorative plaque
there tiny dots and on her right are
more motifs in pink and blue so that
they look like flying exotic birds of
paradise.

Fariha Zeba's present three
women, once again groaning and
contemplating with overt pessi-
mism. The one in front, done in
indigo, has her hand held up. Her
face is in grotesque white, blue and
red. There is another figure in pain-
ful orange and green and she
appears to be pondering over the
past. Behind her is yet another
figure in dull and dismal gray and

@he Baily Star

the back are two figures of appar-
ently children have been included
and they appear to be seated,
thinking and dreaming. Besides
them a plaques of orange, indigo,
green dots and colours that sweep
on to the second lower base. This is
in green, brown, orange with more
orange on the top, sides , more
beige at the two ends . Atiny figure is
included in the forefront which is
done in pink and is crossed over
with delicate orange lines. Fariha's
paintings are certainly thought
provoking and bravely experimen-
tal.

In Dilara Begum Jolly's "Bond-
age-3", acrylic, presents the face of
a woman surrounded by wild jungle
snakes and huge bees. Her eyes
are large while her hair falls in dark
snake-like thick curls. Her face is
blue, her eyes large, her lower
portion is brown while her lips too
are of burnt sienna. The snakes that
come down curling about her are
black, ugly and look positively
dangerous. Even the flying bees
look like some pre-historic creatures
and are as huge as the woman's
head. These are done in raw blue,
orange , green while the wings look
almost like large leaves. In between
the board on which the painting is
made is halved . Her body below is
covered by apparent loops of
snakes. The leaves below are huge
and perhaps belong to the
Chittagong hilly area. The impact is
awe-inspiring and frightening.

Gulshan Hussain's oil painting
brings in the sky, boats, bridges , the
river in front presents a picturesque
landscape as also does her semi
abstract piece with her orange tiny
birds scattered all around.

The paintings included many
other fine works which were both
moving and striking such as that of
Atia Islam Anne apart from the
marvellous creation of lvy Zaman
and Selina Chowdhury Mili. The
exhibition proves beyond doubt that
women are progressive and superb
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