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'Essence of Life'
May 24-30

Four artists from Bangladesh, India
and America holds a joint painting
exhibition titled 'Jibon Rasa' or
'Essence of life' using natural
colours as ingredients of paint. The
exhibition is open daily from 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m., at Essentials, House 30,
Road 42, Gulshan#2.

Quamrul-er

Ramonira

May 17-31

Entitled 'Quamrul-er Ramonira’, a
15-day long painting exhibition by
artist Quamrul Hassan is being held
at the Shilpangan gallery in the city.
The show is open to all from 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m.daily.

Calligraphy
May 17 - June 04

A calligraphy exhibition with the
works of 24 renowned artists goes
on at the lobby of National Museum
in the city. The exhibition is open to
alldaily from 10a.m.to5p.m.

Group art show
May 15-29

The High Commission of India
Cultural Centre presents a group art
show featuring fifteen prominent
artists from Chittagong at 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhaka. The show
will run daily from 12 noon to 8 p.m.

Photography on
ship breaking

May 18-29

R. Laarsen, a photographer from
Sweden and a teacher at Pathshala
Photography School, holds a solo
exhibition in the city on issues of
ship-breaking in Bangladesh.
Through his works, Laarsen raise
questions those focus on various
hazardous and harmful sides of the
business including matters of
environmental pollution caused by
the breaking process.

The exhibition is going on at the
DRIK gallery in the city and is open
dailyfrom3p.m.to8p.m.

Twelve young

artists'show
May 26 - June 4

A contemporary painting exhibition
of 12 young artists of Bangladesh is
on at the gallery of Russian Cultural
centerin the city. The display is open
from 11a.m.to 7 p.m. daily.

Bangla songs of

21st century

May 31

Various cultural events and
discussions will take place at the
main auditorium of National
Museum in the city from 3 p.m.
onwards, in commemoration of the
completion of the first decade of
Nibedan, an organisation of

"

l

\
/'\\

T

CULTUR

URE

The Daily Star

A world composed in alphabets

Aziz AMIRUL

A calligraphy exhibition, organised by Sahittya Sanskriti Kendra,

feeling of divine serenity
fills up the mind as one
enters the lobby of the

National Museum in the city, the
venue of a calligraphy exhibition
now on view.

Dhaka Sahittya Sanskriti
Kendra, a cultural organisation,
hosts the exhibition featuring 85
works of calligraphy and wood
cut installations by 24
renowned and up-and coming
artists. For a good number of the
participating artists this exhibi-
tion marks their first exposure
into the cultural landscape of the
country.

The big names of our art
world that the exhibition has
managed to rope in are
Murtaza Basheer, Abu Taher,
Shamsul Islam Nizami, Abdus
Satter, Rasa and Sabih-ul-Alam

Verses from the Holy Qur'an
assume soothing and sublime
forms in refreshing shade and
colour. Done in oil, acrylic, pas-
tel, mixed media, print, etching,
on metallic block and on wood,
the magnificent array of calligra-
phy work render the viewers
captivated. A number of exhibits
lay emphasis on lines, while
others concentrate on bright
colour, yet others on the har-
mony of the words that are
being written with artistic imagi-
nation.

Mahbub Murshid, a partici-
pating artist, says, 'Here in this
exhibition, most of the works
contain abstract subject and this
has been done to bring a new
dimension in Arabic calligraphy
in Bangladesh." Mahbub, who
had served for long as an
apprentice to artist S M Sultan,
feels, there is no religious
restriction in improving and
creative reshaping of the Arabic
alphabets.

Ha Mim Kefayetullah, the
youngest artist featuring in the

friends used to play games
outside, | often opted for a
secluded spot in my home or
somewhere else, where | could
concentrate on my works of art.
Later on, after getting admitted
into a Madrassah, | continued
with my passion for calligraphy.'

Aminul Islam is a graduate
from Bogra Fine Arts Academy.
Amin prefers to present Arabic

Awork of calligraphy in oil by Murtaja Baseer, a top artist of the country

calligraphy in a bold and striking
manner, with a background
depicting human anatomy. An
intricate drawing of the heart,
lungs, muscles and the fine
blood vessels and veins are
visible in the neatly organised
background. The artist, who
seems to have a sound knowl-
edge of human anatomy draws
verses of the Qur'an with sug-

IS now being held at National Museum in the city

gestion of the bio-mechanic
activities of the human organs.
Deep red, yellow, blue and ashy
shades used in the composition
of the organs, accompany
white-lettered Arabic calligra-
phy, all of which mingle and rise
upwards to a opening through
which a bright light shows the
way.

Artists Nasiruddin Ahmed,
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Renowned artist Abu Taher prefers to compose calligraphy in oil

Amirul Haque and Mubasshir

Circular formation of 'Bismillah pattern’ in water colour by Rezaul Karim

floral

presentations with the

Taher display striking colour

Majumdar depict calligraphy
through forms and designs of
the floral element. Peace and
tranquility in the society can be
brought about through harmoni-
ous co-existence and friend-
ship. The symbolic forms in red,
green and bright blue petals are
indicative of this harmony.
Monuar Hossain brightens his

addition of a deep orange
Krishnachura tree beside his
large calligraphy composition.
Reputed artists such as
Murtaza Basheer, Abu Taher
and Abdus Satter display works,
all of which contain more
abstract themes and subjects
compared to their junior col-
leagues. Works of Basheer and

composition. Rasa, a renowned
sculptor of the country, puts on
show a sculptural piece in flow-
ing calligraphic design, which
provides a refreshing variation
to the entries of the show.

The exhibition is open for all
from 10 am to 5 p.m. everyday
till June 4.
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