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RECOMMENDATIONS

'Essence of Life'

May 24-30
Four artists

from Bangladesh, India

and America holds a joint painting
exhibition titled 'Jibon Rasa' or
‘Essence of life' using natural
colours as ingredients of paint. The
exhibition is open daily from 10 a.m.

to8p.m.,a

t Essentials, House 30,

Road42, Gulshan#2.

Quamrul-er

Ramo
May 17-31

nira

Entitled 'Quamrul-er Ramonira', a
15-day long painting exhibition by

artist Quam

rul Hassan is being held

at the Shilpangan gallery in the city.
The show is open to all from 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m. daily.

Callig

raphy

exhibition

May 17 - June 04

A calligraphy exhibition with the
works of 24 renowned artists goes
on at the lobby of National Museum
in the city. The exhibition is open to
alldaily from 10a.m.to 5 p.m.

Group art show
May 15-29

The High

Commission of India

Cultural Centre presents a group
art show featuring fifteen prominent
artists from Chittagong at 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhaka. The show
will run daily from 12 noonto 8 p.m.

Photography on
ship breaking

May 18-29

R. Laarsen, a photographer from
Sweden and a teacher at Pathshala
Photography School, holds a solo
exhibition in the city on issues of
ship-breaking in Bangladesh.
Through his works, Laarsen raise
questions those focus on various
hazardous and harmful sides of the

business

including matters of

environmental pollution caused by
the breaking process.

The exhibition is going on at the
DRIK gallery in the city and is open
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Natural colours of life

Four artists from Bangladesh, India and United States hold a group exhibition
of their works, done in natural colour, at Gulshan in the city

Aziz AMIRUL

N art exhibition titled
'Jibon Rasa' (Essence of
life), of four artists, two

from Bangladesh and one each
from India and the United
States, is currently being held at
‘Essential's', an art gallery
located at Gulshan circle 2, in
the city.

Ruby Gaznavi, who owns
Aranya, a clothing and home
accessories outlet in the city,
teamed up Rokeya Sultana and
Arham-ul Hag Chowdhury, from
Bangladesh along with Alka
Mathur, who comes from India
and Sarah Sutro, a Dhaka-
based American painter. The
four artists worked together at
Aranya during a three-month
workshop and explored various
possibilities of painting with
natural colour, mostly acquired
from sources of plant and
crushed flower.

All of the works displayed at
the exhibition have featured
abstract subjects, yet contained

very realistic themes, which
ultimately gave birth to a com-
bined form of work, mingled with
pragmatic concept as well, one
that has possessed an ethereal
touch.

Rokeya Sultana has pre-
sented a number of figurative
works where surrealism existed
through the depiction of some
strange female anatomy of a
half-human half-creature entity.
A strong message of mother-
hood and reproductive capabil-
ity of female living species have
been released in most of
Rokeya's works and apart from
the figure herself, abundance of
tiny life forms are also found in
the settings of the works.
Rokeya Sultana applied, in her
works, shades of light brown,
drab reddish yellow and etched
marks of pencil. As Rokeya
said, 'The earth colours create a
sensation of freshness within
me and reflect my preoccupa-
tion with mother earth'.

Sarah Sutro, an American

painter who has, since the last
few years, been residing in
Dhaka by virtue of her hus-
band's job, has displayed
works, almost all of which depict
large, deep green, brown, blue
and ashy coloured abstract
forms which Sarah termed as
'seeds'. Itis an irony, the source
of the paints had come from
crushed leaves and flower-
petals, those have once been
living; similarly, Sarah's sub-
jects, that is, seeds, have too,
capacity of producing new
generation of life form. Seeds,
drawn by Sarah Sutro have
come in a diverse range of
shapes and thus have released
a message of the abundance of
living creatures around the
world, each of who possess
different characteristic outlook
from the other, yet all have been
fertile. 'Transparency and tex-
ture of the colour has helped me
merge my paintings and draw-
ings into a spiritual quest'.
Sarah's solo exhibition of water-
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color works was recently held at
Divine gallery in the city.

Alka Mathur, an Indian-born
artist who has been staying in
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Rokeya Sultana brings aworld that is full of surrealistic elements

the city since some time, has
displayed several fine works
those she had completed while
following the courses of the
workshop at Aranya. Her works
contained map-like subjects
with Bangla inscription and tiny
dark symbolic patterns of water
line, landscape and aerial route.
Here she wanted to present a
combined map of Bangladesh
and India, trying to symbolize
unity between the two neigh-
bouring countries, hence it
could be an initial step towards
strengthening global amity.
‘Natural colour, block prints, the
garment (a symbol of women's
dignity and honour) reflects
back to my motherland
Rajasthan’, said Alka.

Works of Arham Chowdhury
reflected a spiritual quest as
well, that of worldly themes.
Baul, a bard and singer of the
rural regions of Bengal is a
typical subject of Arham in

o

Sarah Sutro

quality of aesthetic importance,
hard to find among other char-
acters of the society. Arham's
inclination towards Bengali
culture and heritage seemed to
be deep-rooted as another of
his works, titled, 'Dhadha' or
riddle, depicted a figurative
sketch of a fish-shaped entity
within which there have been
observed few lines of Bengali
riddle of the folk-community.
Like Rokeya Sultana, Arham
has also used light brown and
ashy dark shades, those that
reflect the original symbolic
colours of the Bengali nature,
those of the earth, and of the
stormy skies during late spring
and monsoon.

In the workshop at Aranya,
the artists experimented with
painting on cloth of cotton and
silk, which was later on, pro-
cessed at the factory of the
shopping outlet. The results
were quite unusual and beyond
expectation. To the surprise of

's 'Seed forms'-2001/Natural co

lour on paper

from natural sources of plants
and petals, changed while they
were painting. Later on, the
artists decided to paint upon
hand-made paper as it was not
possible for them to process the
cloth themselves. To see the
results, top artists like Kibria and
others worked with natural
colours at their studios in the
Fine Arts Institute.

It was full of fun, an experi-
ence the artists would relish
throughout their lives. The
results were promising at times
while confusing at others. It was
a challenging job to work with
natural colours of leaves and
flowers.

The quartet felt that their
journey towards a new direction
has only begun with this new
and exciting medium that has
brought them close to the
essence of life.

The exhibition is open to all
every day from 10 a.m.to 8 p.m.
till May 30.

daily from 3 p.m. to8p.m. Alka Mathur paints a world where she finds her home place of Rajasfhan Arham-ul-Haqis constantly in search of spiritual and traditional quest whom he has discovered a the artists, colours extracted
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