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Waugh's ankle 
operated on 
AFP, Sydney 

Australian Test captain Steve 
Waugh has had minor surgery on 
his left ankle, the Australian Cricket 
Board said Friday. 

Waugh's operation repaired an 
injury that causes discomfort when 
one bone impinges on the out-
growth of another bone. 

The discomfort in Waugh's ankle 
has increased in recent months 
during an intensive training 
programme. 

Waugh, who turns 37 on June 2, 
said he expected to be back in 
training in two weeks and be fully 
recovered in six weeks. 

"The experts have told me that I 
will have fully recovered from the 
minor surgery in six weeks, which 
gives me plenty of time to prepare 
for the tour of Pakistan," Waugh said 
in a statement. 

"While nobody likes having 
surgery, it's in my best long-term 
interests to get the problem fixed 
now, so I can use my time off to fully 
recover. 

"Bowling is part of my renewed 
focus in limited-overs cricket, so 
repairing the ankle and reaching 
peak physical fitness will certainly 
help my efforts with the ball." 

Waugh will be placed on a reha-
bilitation program after stitches are 
removed from the ankle. 

Australia is due in Pakistan in 
August for a one-day tri-series and 
in September-October for a Test. 

AFP, Kingston 

India's preparations for a one-day 
series against the West Indies 
suffered a setback as rain washed 
out their workout ahead of the first 
match starting at Sabina Park here 
on Saturday. 

The weather is likely to affect the 
first one-dayer as it has been raining 
since India suffered a 155-run 
defeat at the hands of the West 
Indies in the fifth Test to lose a five-
match series 2-1 on Wednesday. 

The second one-dayer will be 
held at the same venue on Sunday, 
followed by matches at Bridgetown 
on May 29 and at Port-of-Spain on 
June 1 and 2. 

India will be looking forward to a 
vastly-improved performance from 
their batsmen in the shorter version 
of the game so as to return home in 
a better frame of mind. 

"We've got to salvage our pride. 
We've lost the Test series and we 
should now try to win one-dayers," 
said India skipper Sourav Ganguly 
on Thursday. 

The arrival of one-day specialists 
Virender Sehwag, Yuvraj Singh, 
Mohammad Kaif and Ajit Agarkar 
augurs well for India, who struggled 
for all-rounders in the recently-
concluded Test series. 

Ganguly said his team would 
have to raise the level of its perfor-
mance to win the one-day series 
because the West Indies were a 
strong side at home. 

"We've a good one-day squad, 
but winning the series is a different 
ba l l -game a l together, "  sa id  
Ganguly. 

"Sehwag is an exciting batsman. 
Yuvraj is very good and Kaif has 
also been performing, but we'll have 
to play really well to beat the West 
Indies at home." 

Sehwag returned to the squad 

after missing a series of five one-
day  i n te rna t i ona l s  aga ins t  
Zimbabwe at home due to a shoul-
der-injury sustained during the 
second Test against the visitors at 
Delhi in March. 

The 23-year-old rose to fame 
with a 69-ball century against New 
Zealand in a triangular series at 
Colombo last year. He has so far 
scored 699 in 28 matches. 

Yuvraj and Dinesh Mongia are 
the other batsmen capable of domi-
nating any attack with their clean 

and hard hitting. 
Mongia did not get a chance in 

Tests, but is likely to play a promi-
nent role in one-dayers, especially 
after his unbeaten 159 in his last 
match against Zimbabwe at home. 

His knock, the fourth-highest by 
an Indian in one-day internationals, 
helped his team clinch the five-
match series 3-2 against Stuart 
Carlisle's Zimbabweans. 

Kaif is unlikely to find a place in 
the squad here despite averaging 
41.50 in eight matches, as middle-
order batsmen Venkatsai Laxman 
and Rahul Dravid have batted well 
in Tests. 

Laxman scored 474 in five Tests 
with one hundred and four half-
centuries and Dravid 404 with one 

century and two fifties. 
West Indies captain Carl Hooper 

said his team could not afford to be 
complacent after beating India in the 
Test series as it was necessary to 
build on the success. 

The hosts also strengthened 
their squad with one-day specialists 
Corey Collymore and Gareth 
Breese, who replaced fast bowler 
Adam Sanford and leg-spinner 
Dinanath Ramnarine. 

Jamaican off-spinner Breese is 
the only newcomer in the team, 

while paceman Collymore has 
taken 26 wickets in 20 one-dayers. 

TEAMS 
WEST INDIES (from): Carl Hooper 
(captain), Chris Gayle, Wavell 
Hinds, Ramnaresh Sarwan, Brian 
Lara, Shivranrine Chanderpaul, 
Ridley Jacobs, Mervyn Dillon, 
Cameron Cuffy, Pedro Collins, 
Corey Collymore, Gareth Breese, 
Ryan Hinds. 

INDIA (from): Sourav Ganguly 
(captain), Sachin Tendulkar, Rahul 
Dravid, Virender Sehwag, Dinesh 
Mongia, Venkatsai Laxman, Yuvraj 
Singh, Mohammad Kaif, Ajay Ratra, 
Ajit Agarkar, Harbhajan Singh, 
Zaheer Khan, Ashish Nehra, Tinu 
Yohannan, Murali Kartik. 

Muttiah's chance 
to play in 2nd 
Test little 
AFP, Cardiff 

Sri Lanka's hopes of having spin 
genius Muttiah Muralitharan fit in 
time for the second Test against 
England next week look doomed 
after he failed to impress in a brief 
practice session here Thursday. 

The 30-year-old, who has taken 
412 Test wickets in 73 matches and 
was sorely missed in the drawn first 
Test at Lord's, briefly turned his right 
arm on the outfield before Sri 
Lanka's match with Glamorgan, but 
his action is still restricted by the 
injury to his left shoulder. 

Team manage r  Chand ra  
Schaaf ter  does not  expect  
Muralitharan to be ready for the 
second Test at Edgbaston which 
starts on May 30, but is still holding 
out hope he might be fit for the third 
Test at Old Trafford. 

"It seems very unlikely he will 
play in the second Test and we are 
only hoping he can play in the third," 
he said. 

"There is nothing yet to indicate 
he will and nothing to indicate he 
won't. It is just a matter of how 
quickly he gets back into shape." 

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka are waiting 
to see video evidence from the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
before confronting the problem of 
the suspect bowling action of the 25-
year-old left-arm paceman Ruchira 
Perera, who was reported by the 
umpires after the drawn first Test at 
Lord's. 

Perera was one of six members 
of the Lord's Test team not on duty 
against Glamorgan. 

"We are waiting for the video 
tapes to arrive," Schaafter said. 

"I have been promised them 
tomorrow (Friday) or the day after by 
the ICC and after we get them we 
will start to work on what we see." 

He said the Sri Lanka coaches 
will initially endeavour to solve any 
problems and there are no plans, as 
yet, to involve any other bowling 
experts. 

"This problem never came up 
before. He has played seven Test 
matches and there has never been 
a hint of anything like this. It came as 
a big surprise to everyone," he 
added. 

On the pitch the Sri Lankans 
continued to impress with the bat as 
wicketkeeper Kumar Sangakkara 
led the way with 113 in a total of 337 
for 7. 

"We seem to score more runs 
when the sun is out, as we did at 
Lord's. I hope it keeps shining all 
summer," Schaafter said. 

REUTERS/AFP, Karachi 

Pakistan have included opening 
batsman Saeed Anwar in their 
squad for the one-day series 
against Australia next month. 

Saeed, 33, was picked in the 14-
man tour party despite not having 
played any international or domestic 
cricket since last November, mainly 
because of a wrist injury. 

"Saeed has been retained 
because his experience will be 
invaluable in Australian conditions," 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
spokesman Khalid Butt told 
Reuters. 

The left-hander, who has scored 
8,348 runs in 230 one-day interna-
tionals, was recalled for the aborted 
second and final Test against New 
Zealand in Karachi earlier this 
month. 

The match was scrapped and 
New Zealand fled Pakistan after a 
suicide bombing across the road 
from the hotel where the two teams 
were staying. 

Saeed injured his wrist on his last 
appearance for Pakistan in Sharjah 
in November. 

The 1999 World Cup finalists 
play two indoor one-day internation-
als on June 12 and 15, and then a 
day match in Brisbane on June 19. 

But all-rounder Abdul Razzaq 
and off-spinner Saqlain Mushtaq 
are missing. 

"We have selected the best 
possible team for a series against 

the best team in the world," chief 
selector Wasim Bari told AFP. 

Razzaq, who won the player-of-
the-series award in a tri-series in 
Australia two years ago, is making 
his debut for English county 
Middlesex. 

Saqlain is busy playing for 
Surrey and neither was available for 
selection, Bari said. 

Interest in the series has peaked 
due to the presence of the world's 
fastest bowlers -- Shoaib Akhtar and 
Brett Lee. 

Unofficial timings showed Akhtar 
broke the 100-mph speed barrier 
against New Zealand in the recent 
one-day series. Lee has said he 
wants to do the same against 
Pakistan. 

The series is billed as the "clash 
of giants" after Pakistan finished 
runners-up to Australia in the last 
World Cup held in England three 
years ago. 

It would also set the tempo for 
next year's World Cup to be held in 
South Africa. 

However, the rest of the Pakistan 
squad contained no surprises with 
all-rounder Azhar Mahmood replac-
ing Razzak. Waqar Younis was 
retained as captain for the series. 

Azhar, who enjoyed a short but 
successful stint with Surrey earlier 
this season, played for Pakistan in 
last year's NatWest series in 
England, but since then has been 
unable to gain a place in the team. 

Young batsman Misbahul Haq, 
opener Imran Nazir and all-rounder 
Shoaib Malik will all be making their 
first tours to Australia. 

"It will be a good learning experi-
ence for youngsters in Australia and 
Mahmood and Malik will get expo-
sure in place of Razzaq and 
Saqlain," Bari said. 

Bari said he was satisfied with 
the squad and believed they were 
capable of giving Australia a good 
series. 

"Pakistan has always been a 
good side and they are playing very 
well at the moment, like a true unit. I 
think we will give Australia a fight for 
their money," said Bari. 

The 14-man squad will assemble 
at Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore on 
May 29 for a short training camp 
before leaving for Australia on June 
5. 

Australia have already named 
their squad with Ricky Ponting the 
captain. 

Pakistan and Australia are 
scheduled to play a series in 
Pakistan later this year, also involv-
ing New Zealand, but this is now in 
doubt after a bomb blast in Karachi 
on May 8. 
The Australian Cricket Board says 
they are monitoring the situation in 
Pakistan before taking a final deci-
sion but have hinted at playing the 
series at a neutral venue. 

SQUAD 
Waqar Younis (captain), Saeed 
Anwar, Imran Nazir, Shahid Afridi, 
Yousuf Youhana, Inzamamul Haq, 
Younis Khan, Misbahul Haq, Rashid 
Latif, Azhar Mahmood, Wasim 
Akram, Shoaib Akhtar, Muhammad 
Sami and Shoaib Malik. 

Pak team for down under One-dayers start today 

REUTERS/AFP, Christchurch 

New Zealand Friday included rookie 
Paul Hitchcock in its squad for the 
West Indies tour in June and July -- 
their first outing since fleeing 
Pakistan after a bomb exploded 
outside the team hotel. 

Hitchcock, a medium pace 
bowler, and spinner Matthew Hart 
are the only new names and were 
selected for the five one-dayers 
starting on June 5 in Jamaica. The 
two-Test series begins on June 21 in 
Barbados. 

Chairman of national selectors 
Sir Richard Hadlee said Hitchcock 
was brought into the side after 
Andre Adams was ruled out through 
injury. 

"Pau l  has  been bowl ing  
extremely well over the last couple 
of years and was the leading wicket-
taker in the State Shield this year 
with 22 wickets at an average of 
14.5," Hadlee said. 

"Paul now gets his chance to 
prove to us that he can perform at 
the top level and convince us that he 
should be in our considerations for 
the World Cup next year." 

Hart, who last played for New 
Zealand in the 1999 World Cup, 
replaces Brooke Walker. 

"We have yet to settle on a sec-
ond spin bowling option and we will 

be looking to Matthew to play a 
significant role to help balance the 
workload of Daniel Vettori," Hadlee 
said. 

"Matthew has been a very con-
sistent performer of late and was a 
standout in the State Shield this 

year taking 15 wickets at a miserly 
average of 10.6." 

The three players who were 

under an injury cloud, Shane Bond 
(foot), Nathan Astle (knee) and 
Jacob Oram (side strain) all came 
through fitness tests and have been 
selected. 

Bond was recalled to the to 
bolster a bowling attack weakened 
by the injuries to Chris Cairns, 
Shayne O'Connor and Adams and 
the recent retirement of Dion Nash. 

Bond, the top wicket-taker in the 
one-day triangular series against 
hosts Australia and South Africa in 
January, missed the recent home 
Test series against England. 

Wicketkeeper Robbie Hart, 
opening batsman Mark Richardson 
and fast bowler Chris Martin will join 
the squad for the Tests, with Nevin, 
Hitchcock, Oram, Styris and Hart 
returning home. 

The one-day squad leaves for 
Jamaica on Tuesday. 

SQUADS 
ONE-DAY: Stephen Fleming (cap-
tain), Nathan Astle, Shane Bond, 
Ian Butler, Chris Harris, Matthew 
Hart, Matt Horne, Paul Hitchcock, 
Craig McMillan, Chris Nevin, Jacob 
Oram, Daryl Tuffey, Scott Styris, 
Daniel Vettori, Lou Vincent. 

TEST: Stephen Fleming (cap-
tain), Nathan Astle, Shane Bond, 
Ian Butler, Chris Harris, Robbie 
Hart, Matt Horne, Craig McMillan, 
Chris Martin, Mark Richardson, 
Daryl Tuffey, Daniel Vettori, Lou 
Vincent. One to be added. 

NZ pick rookie for WI 

ITINERARY 
June 3: Vs UWI VC's, Jamaica 
June 5: First ODI, Jamaica 
June 8: Second ODI, St. Lucia 
June 9: Third ODI, St. Lucia 
June 12: Fourth ODI, Trinidad 
June 15: Fifth ODI, St. Vincent 
June 21-25: First Test, Barbados 
June 28-July 2: Second Test, Grenada 

INTERNET, Paris

The absence of Martina Hingis this 
year means tennis fans will be 
denied another chapter in one of the 
most intriguing battles in sport: 
Hingis versus the Rest of the World. 

That is often how it has looked as 
the petite Hingis, only 5ft 7ins, took 
on the muscular Venus and Serena 
Williams, Jennifer Capriati and 
Lindsay Davenport. 

Davenport herself will not play in 
the French Open this year after knee 
surgery, but the other three are 
almost assured of reaching the final 
stages. 

But they will not have to get past 
Hingis, whose whole future in the 
game is in the balance due to long-
term hip, foot and knee injuries at the 
age of just 21. 

Paris held a special place in the 
heart of Hingis because it was the 
one event in the entire professional 
women's tour that she had not won. 

Twice she came excruciatingly 
close. In 1997, she reached the final 
despite tearing knee ligaments only 
two months before the tournament. 

And two years after that she lost 
her cool in the final against Steffi 
Graf, running off the court at the end 
in floods of tears. 

But in the last three years, 
Capriati and the Williams sisters 
have swept her aside with ever-
increasing regularity and conviction. 

Capriati saw off Hingis 6-3, 6-4 in 
last year's semifinals and it was 
clear Hingis had neither the confi-
dence nor the technique to break 
down the American's power game. 

And Hingis must have night-
mares about her Australian Open 
final defeat against Capriati in 
January. 

She held four match points 
before allowing the American to win 
a second set tie-break and breezing 
through the third to win 4-6, 7-6, 6-2. 

Both Venus and Serena have 
had even more compelling wins over 
the 21-year-old Hingis, who won all 
of her five Grand Slam tournaments 
before she reached 18. 

Serena made her look almost 
second rate when she beat her 6-4 
6-0 in Miami in March. 

Venus has won the Wimbledon 
and US titles for the past two years, 
but last year she went out in the first 
round to Barbara Schett. She 
reached the quarters in 1998 and 
2000. 

Serena won the US Open in 1999 
but again she has never got beyond 
the quarters in Paris, going out at 
that stage last year to eventual 
champion Capriati, who was Roland 
Garros' youngest-ever semifinalist 
in 1990, when she was just 14. 

REUTERS, Madrid

Top seed Monica Seles eased into 
the last four of the Spanish Open 
with a confident 6-3, 6-2 victory over 
Israel's Anna Smashnova.

The world number six, who is 
using the Madrid tournament to 
prepare for next week's French 
Open, will face unseeded Paola 
Suarez of Argentina in the semifi-
nals.

Chanda Rubin of the United 
States -- who ended Spanish inter-
est in the tournament by defeating 
Magui Serna 6-3, 6-3 in an earlier 
match -- will meet Colombia's 
Fabiola Zuluaga in the other semi.

Three-times French Open cham-
pion Seles started well against 
Smashnova, whom she had beaten 

in one previous meeting on her way 
to winning at Amelia Island two 
years ago.

Using her two-handed drives to 
pin the Israeli on the baseline, she 
then unleashed a series of accurate 
passing shots to take a 3-0 lead in 
the first set.

Smashnova, who won tourna-
ments in New Zealand and Australia 
in January, fought back to trail 4-3, 
but Seles broke again in the eighth 
game before serving out to love for 
the first set.

Both players had problems 
serving in the second set with Seles 
the only one to hold serve in the first 
five games to lead 4-1.

The American only ever looked in 
difficulty when Smashnova man-
aged to coax her off the baseline 
with the occasional drop shot, and 
with the rest of the games going with 
serve she secured her passage into 

the last four with little difficulty.
Her semifinal opponent Suarez, 

who lost in the final of the 1999 
tournament, enjoyed a straight sets 
victory over qualifier Clarisa 
Fernandez in the all-Argentine 
quarter-final clash.

The 25-year-old, who knocked 
out fourth seed Patty Schnyder in 
the first round, took the first set 6-4 
and edged the second 7-5.

Rubin, who knocked out last 
year's winner and number two seed 
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in the 
second round, disappointed the 
home crowd once again as she went 
on to brush aside Canary Islander 
Serna.

The 26-year-old American got off 
to a perfect start when she broke 
Serna's serve in the opening game 
and then used her powerful fore-
hand to good effect to break again in 
the seventh to lead 5-2.

INTERNET, undated

A lot has changed in Andre Agassi's 
life over the past 12 months, but few 
would bet against him becoming the 
oldest winner of a Grand Slam title in 
30 years at Roland Garros. 

The American has just turned 32, 
an age where most players have 
given up altogether, let alone still 
entertaining hopes of winning major 
titles. 

If Agassi needed an excuse to 
slow down, he had plenty of them at 
the start of 2002. 

He had split from his coach of 
eight years, Brad Gilbert, married 
Steffi Graf and become a father. He 
pulled out of the Australian Open 
with a wrist injury. 

He had won seven Grand Slam 
titles and had already enjoyed what 
many saw as the swan-song of his 
career in 1999 and 2000, when he 
won the French, US and Australian 
titles, and was runner-up at 
Wimbledon. 

But Agassi, who has been a 
professional for 15 years, had other 
ideas. 

He took on Darren Cahill, who 
guided Lleyton Hewitt to the top of 

the world rankings, as his new 
coach. 

He picked up his 50th career title 
in Scottsdale and 700th profes-
sional win in the Masters Series 
event in Miami. 

He went on to take the title in 
Miami and in May won the Rome 
Masters, generally accepted as the 
most important clay-court event of 
the year after the French Open. 

He destroyed Germany's Tommy 
Haas 6-3, 6-3, 6-0 in the final. 

But Agassi has been here before. 
Last year, even more was expected 
of him when he arrived in Paris last 
year. 

He had just retained his 
Australian Open title and there was 
talk, although not from his lips, of the 
Grand Slam of all the four majors. 

But during his quarterfinal 
against Sebastien Grosjean, it all 
fell to pieces. 

After storming through the first 
set, Agassi won only five more 
games as the Frenchman tri-
umphed 1-6, 6-1, 6-1, 6-3. 

Some put it down to the arrival of 
former American president Bill 
Clinton in the stands. 

They said Agassi felt he had 

been upstaged. When asked to 
explain a few weeks later, the man 
himself, with a completely straight 
face, said he could not even remem-
ber playing Grosjean at all. 

He also squandered a good 
position in the Wimbledon semi-final 
against Pat Rafter, but no one could 
blame him for losing in four tie-break 
sets to Pete Sampras in the US 
Open. 

Agassi said: "It's been a long 
road. I did not play a lot of tennis for 
five months because of the wrist 
injury and I've had a new coach, so 
it's been tough. 

"But I'm quite pleased where my 
game is. I could still take it to another 
level. I'm fresh and ready for a great 
year." 

One veteran who will not be 
playing is Goran Ivanisevic, who 
never had any intention of going to 
Paris as he prepared for to defend 
his Wimbledon crown. 

But the 30-year-old Croat has 
been unable to put off surgery on a 
shoulder injury any longer and has 
decided to miss both events. 

Arg in WTC 
final  
INTERNET, Dusseldorf

Argentina moved into the ATP World 
Championship finals for the first 
time since 1989 with a 2-1 victory 
over France to win the Red Group 
on Thursday.

Argentina was granted a wild 
card slot into the tournament when 
Croatia opted to pull out due to 
Goran Ivanisevic's shoulder injury. 
The Argentines made the most of 
their opportunity and are seeking 
their first title since 1980, which is 
the nation's only one.

Jose Acasuso gave Argentina 
the lead with a 7-6, 6-3 victory over 
Arnaud Clement. Guillermo Canas 
clinched the victory with a 7-5, 6-2 
victory over Nicolas Escude.

"It feels great to be in the final," 
Canas said. "Everybody on the 
team is happy. We knew we had a 
great team."

Canas was just three years old 
when Jose Luis Clerc, Guillermo 
Vilas and Carlos Gattiker led 
Argentina to victory over Italy in 
1980. Acasuso was born two years 
later.

"It was nice to win the first match 
for Argentina," Acasuso said. "I'm 
very happy and feel well on the 
court."

Sweden defeated the United 
States, 3-0, in Thursday's other tie. 
The Swedes and Argentines each 
had 2-1 record in the round robin 
competition, but Argentina defeated 
Sweden on Monday. Argentina is 
just the third wild card nation to 
reach the final.

Thomas Enqvist gave Sweden 
the lead with a 4-6, 7-5, 7-6  victory 
over James Blanke. Pete Sampras 
then played in a third set tie-breaker 
for the third straight match and was 
defeated by Thomas Johansson, 6-
2, 6-7, 7-6. Jonas Bjorkman and 
Enqvist teamed up to post a 6-3, 6-4 
victory over Blake and Jared 
Palmer.

All four nations from the Blue 
Group have a chance to reach the 
final against Argentina. Spain faces 
Germany and Russia takes on 
Great Britain in the first meeting 
between those nations in this event.

Greg 
withdraws
from French
Open
INTERNET, London

Greg Rusedski has been forced to 
pull out of next week's French Open 
with a neck injury. 

The British number two has 
already missed two clay court 
tournaments this season with the 
muscular problem, pulling out of the 
Masters Series events in Hamburg 
and Monte Carlo. 

His only tournament appearance 
since March came in the Rome 
Masters when he lost in the first 
round to unheralded Italian Stefano 
Galvani. 

Rusedski has never produced 
his best form on clay, and last year 
lost in the second round at Roland 
Garros to Fabrice Santoro. 

Rusedski 's representat ive 
Sharon Park said: "It is still the same 
injury, a muscular problem with his 
neck. 

"He will continue to have treat-
ment in London and concentrate on 
getting fit for the grass court sea-
son." 

Rusedski plans to play in the 
Stella Artois Championships at 
Queen's Club from 10-16 June, with 

Lapentti 
scrapes
through
INTERNET, St. Polten

Second seed Nicolas Lapentti of 
Ecuador again posted a three-set 
win Thursday at the 381,000 dollars 
International Raiffeisen Grand Prix 
claycourt tennis event.

Lapentti went the limit for the 
third straight day, defeating Austrian 
wild card Jurgen Melzer in the 
quarterfinals, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3.

On Wednesday, Lapentti saved 
four match points and defeated 
Irakli Labadze of Georgia, 5-7, 7-6, 
7-6.

"I guess I played a solid first set 
again, but the difference being this 
time that I won it," Lapentti said after 
defeating Melzer. "Then I thought I 
could win the next set, but I was a 
little heavy on my feet. Then in the 
third set, I got an early break to lead, 
2-0, which was mentally important 
for me."

Melzer eliminated defending 
champion and seventh-seeded 
Italian Andrea Gaudenzi in the 
second round Wednesday.

Olivier Rochus of Belgium will 
face Lapentti in the semifinals. 
Rochus had a 7-5, 4-0 lead when 
Spain's David Sanchez retired due 
to stomach cramps. Rochus rallied 
from a 5-2 deficit and won nine 
straight games.

"I said, `Come on,' and I started 
playing very well, my best tennis," 
said Rochus, who defeated Lapentti 
in Tokyo in 2000 in the only prior 
meeting between the semifinalists.

Lucky loser Flavio Saretta of 
Brazil moved into his first ATP 
semifinal as he got past Markus 
Hipfl of Austria, 6-3, 1-6, 6-4. Saretta 
took the slot of top-seeded Czech 
Jiri Novak, who pulled out with a 
right wrist injury.

Saretta will take on Fernando 
Vicente of Spain. Vicente defeated 
fellow Spaniard and sixth seed 
Albert Montanes, 7-6, 6-1.

Montanes and Lapentti are the 
only remaining seeded players. 
Montanes meets countryman 
F e r n a n d o  V i c e n t e  i n  t h e  

Missing Martina

Seles storms into semis

Getting better with age

SPOTLIGHT ON SEEDS (MEN)
REUTERS, Paris 

Following is a brief rundown of the strengths and weaknesses of the top 16 seeds in the French Open men's 
singles draw. Prefix denotes seeding: 

1-LLEYTON HEWITT (AUSTRALIA). World number one and already a master tactician aged 21, Hewitt has 
yet to prove he has mastered clay and confesses it is his weakest surface. 

2-MARAT SAFIN (RUSSIA). Runner-up in Hamburg on clay last week and a former world number one, the 
mighty Safin has all the tools to win at Roland Garros. His fiery temperament could prove his undoing. 

3-TOMMY HAAS (GERMANY). Haas's highest Grand Slam seeding to date reflects his recent improvement. A 
big serve and powerful groundstrokes saw him into the final of the Rome Masters earlier this month and he could 
prove a threat. 

4-ANDRE AGASSI (U.S.). Many pundits' favourite for his second French Open crown. The highest profile 
player in the sport has all the weapons, and confidence, to succeed again in Paris. May run out of steam, though. 

5-YEVGENY KAFELNIKOV (RUSSIA). Champion here in 1996, Kafelnikov has one eye on retirement and the 
other on Russian Davis Cup glory. Unlikely to fulfil his potential here. 

6-TIM HENMAN (BRITAIN). Three times a Wimbledon semifinalist, Henman's game is best suited to grass but 
he has come on leaps and bounds on clay, reaching the Monte Carlo semifinals earlier this year. Will find it tough 
to win seven matches on the surface, though. 

7-GUSTAVO KUERTEN (BRAZIL). If fit, "Guga" as he is known to his legion of fans would be hot favourite. 
Three times champion here, his title defence will be hampered by recent hip surgery and lack of match practice. 

8-ROGER FEDERER (SWITZERLAND). Victory in the Hamburg Masters last weekend has given the Swiss 
dynamo a lot of confidence going into the French Open. A first Grand Slam title will almost certainly prove a step 
too far this time round, however. 

9-THOMAS JOHANSSON (SWEDEN). The newest Grand Slam champion surprised everyone when he 
triumphed at the Australian Open in January but clay is not his strong surface. He has never progressed beyond 
the second round in six appearances. 

10-SEBASTIEN GROSJEAN (FRANCE). A solid baseliner, Grosjean would love nothing more than to win his 
home grand slam. A semifinalist last year, he is France's best chance for victory. 

11-JUAN CARLOS FERRERO (SPAIN). Patchy performances this season are a far cry from the clay 
dominance he displayed in 2001 but back-to-back semifinal showings in his only two appearances here make 
Ferrero a danger to anyone. 

12-PETE SAMPRAS (U.S.). Winner of a record 13 Grand Slam titles, only the French has eluded him in a 
glittering career. He is unlikely to put that right on clay this time around. 

13-ANDY RODDICK (U.S.). The rising American, Roddick lost to Hewitt in the third round on his debut last year 
when he retired injured. Whether he can last seven gruelling matches on clay remains a doubt. 

14-JIRI NOVAK (CZECH REPUBLIC). Quiet and workmanlike, Novak is a competent, steady clay-courter. 
Reached the Australian Open semifinals this year and is not cowed by anyone. 

15-GUILLERMO CANAS (ARGENTINA). The gritty baseliner reached the fourth round last year before Hewitt 
edged him in five. Has the ability and determination to improve on that finish this year. 

16-YOUNES EL AYNAOUI (MOROCCO). Fourth-round finishes in 1995 and 2000 are the stylish Moroccan's 
best showings at Roland Garros and, without a big shot, he is unlikely to improve on that this time

SPOTLIGHT ON SEEDS (LADIES)
REUTERS, Paris

Following is a brief rundown of the strengths and weaknesses of the top 16 seeds in the French Open women's 
singles draw. Prefix denotes seeding: 

1-JENNIFER CAPRIATI (U.S.). Always a fierce competitor, the defending champion has been consistent 
throughout the clay-court season with three semifinal appearances. She can knock most opponents off on her day 
and is a good bet to retain title. 

2-VENUS WILLIAMS (U.S.). Doubts remain about the American's fitness after she suffered a freak wrist sprain 
last week but she will be keen to avoid a repeat of her first round exit last year. Having already bagged a clay-court 
title this year, a fully fit Williams is likely to destroy opponents with her powerful groundstrokes. 

3-SERENA WILLIAMS (U.S.). The athletic American has been in tremendous form in the run-up to the French, 
reaching two finals in the last two weeks. After claiming her first clay-court title at the Italian Open on Sunday, she 
is one of the favourites to lift the Roland Garros crown. 

4-KIM CLIJSTERS (BELGIUM). Runner-up last year, she will be attempting to go one better this time round. A 
gritty baseliner, her Hamburg final victory over Venus Williams proved she has the tools to go all the way. A sore 
shoulder, however, could lead to an early downfall. 

5-JUSTINE HENIN (BELGIUM). She can outwit most opponents with her lethal one-handed back hand shot 
and, along with Serena Williams, Henin is the in-form player in the run-up to the French. Triumphed at the German 
Open and was runner-up to Serena in Rome. Has all the weapons to succeed on clay. 

6-MONICA SELES (U.S). Three times champion but never the same force after she was stabbed in Hamburg 
in 1993. Now aged 28, she will find it difficult to last the distance. 7-JELENA DOKIC (YUGOSLAVIA). Dokic has 
put in the hours on court to make a serious bid to win her first Grand Slam title. Winner at Sarasota, she has the 
temperament to go all the way. 

8-SANDRINE TESTUD (FRANCE). Has never fulfilled her potential at Roland Garros and has been in indiffer-
ent form all season. Will be lucky to survive the first week. 

9-SILVIA FARINA ELIA (ITALY). The 30-year-old achieved her best grand slam result by reaching the fourth 
round at Roland Garros last year. Not expected to improve on that showing. 

10-AMELIE MAURESMO (FRANCE). The baseliner lost in the first round last year to the dismay of the home 
fans. Although Mauresmo grew up on clay, she has only once made it past the second round in seven attempts. 

11-DANIELA HANTUCHOVA (SLOVAKIA). The promising 19-year-old has been making inroads all year and 
claimed her first title with a shock victory over Martina Hingis at Indian Wells. Consistently reaching the 
quarterfinals on clay, could be the surprise package of the tournament. 

12-MEGHANN SHAUGHNESSY (U.S). Having reached the fourth round last year, she has not achieved any 
result of note in her French Open build-up. Likely to be an early casualty. 

13-ELENA DEMENTIEVA (RUSSIA). The 20-year-old has failed to live up to potential following her semifinal 
appearance at the 2000 U.S. Open. Not expected to make waves this year having failed to play impressively on 
clay so far. 

14-IRODA TULYAGANOVA (UZBEKISTAN). Tulyaganova lost in the first round on her Roland Garros debut 
last year but has steadily climbed up the rankings. However, she could be an early casualty because of her lack of 
big-match experience. 

15-ARANTXA SANCHEZ-VICARIO (SPAIN). Three times former champion, she says she still enjoys being on 
the tour despite turning 30 last year. But her game is on the decline and she is unlikely to be able to keep pace with 
the young pretenders. 

16-BARBARA SCHETT (AUSTRIA). Dumped the mighty Venus Williams out of the 2001 French Open in the 
first round. Having reached the fourth round in the last two years, her two-handed backhand shot could see her 
through to the second week. 

No play on 
Day Two 
REUTERS/INTERNET, Cardiff 

Rain prevented any play on the 
second day of the four-day tour 
match between Glamorgan and Sri 
Lanka at Sophia Gardens on Friday. 

Sri Lanka were 337 for seven at 
the close on the first day on 
Thursday, Kumar Sangakkara top-
scoring with 113. 

Earlier, the lunch was brought 
forward to 12.30pm local time as 
groundstaff tried to deal with large 
pools of water on the outfield. 

IOC fixes 
event 
menu in Nov
 AFP, Kuala Lumpur 

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  
Committee (IOC) will decide in 
November whether to axe minor 
sports from the Games calendar, 
officials said Friday. 

IOC president Jacques Rogge 
has made clear he does not believe 
it is practical to have the ever 
expanding Olympics include sports 
participated in only by a few coun-
tries. 

He believes for any new sport to 
come in, it should be at the expense 
of an existing event. 

The issue of pruning the number 
of sports will be discussed by the 
IOC executive board and the 
Association of National Olympic 
C o m m i t t e e s  ( A N O C )  h e r e  
Saturday, but an IOC spokeswoman 
said no decisions would be taken. 

A special commission set up by 
Rogge earlier this year to study the 
sports in the Games and audit their 
popularity is to present its findings to 
an IOC meeting in Mexico in 
November. 

"The president will update the 
ANOC at the joint meeting about the 
progress but no decision will be 
made until November at the IOC 
session," the spokeswoman said. 

There are 15 sports seeking 
entry to the Olympic program, and 
"for a new sport to come in, an 
existing one must go," Rogge told 
reporters here. 

"If our audit conducted by IOC 
shows that the new sports have the 
popularity internationally, it could 
replace one of the 28 sports in the 
current Olympic program. 

"The Olympic program must 
reflect what the youth want." 

The program for the 2004 Athens 
Games is already in place and any 
change decided in November would 
first impact on the 2008 summer 
Games in Beijing. 

Sports lobbying for inclusion are 
bowling, squash, karate, billiards 
and snooker, wushu, netball, ball-
room dancing, surfing and motor 
racing. 

Past Olympic sports seeking 
reinstatement include golf, cricket, 

AFP, Eugene 

Olympic champion Marion Jones 
will run her first 100 metres race of 
the season on Sunday when she 
heads the field at the Prefontaine 
Classic IAAF Grand Prix meeting. 

Jones, making her fifth appear-
ance at the IAAF Grand Prix meet, 
has never lost at the Pre Classic, 
twice winning the 100m, twice the 
200m and twice the long jump. 

In the past four years, Jones has 
won gold in the 100m and 200m at 
the 2002 Sydney Olympics, and 
was World Champion at 100m in 
1999 and at 200m in 2001. 

Her defeat in the 2001 World 
Championships 100m final -- where 
she was second to Ukrainian 
Zhanna Pintusevich -- was one of 
the biggest upsets of the year in 
sports. But Jones bounced back 
with Golden League victories in 
Zurich and Brussels and at the 
Goodwill Games. 

On Sunday, Jones is expected to 
face a field including Olympic 
bronze medalist Tayna Lawrence of 
Jamaica, American Latasha 
Jenkins and Savatheda Fynes of 
the Bahamas as well as 1999 200m 

world champion Inger Miller. 
Earlier this season Jones won a 

400m at the Mt. SAC Relays in 
Walnut California and anchored a 
US team to victory in the 4 x 400m 
relay at the Penn Relays. 

The appearance of Jones in the 
100m may go some way toward 
making up for the absence of world 
record-holder Maurice Greene in 
any men's sprint. 

Greene, who recently signed a 
sponsorship deal with adidas, will 
not compete in the largely Nike-
backed Prefontaine, where in 1998 
he clocked a wind-aided 9.79sec -- 
precursor to his world record in that 
same time the following year in 
Athens. 

Instead, Olympic relay gold 
medallist -- and Jones training 
partner -- Tim Montgomery heads a 
men's 100m field that also includes 
veteran Jon Drummond, Kim Collins 
of St. Kitts and Ghana's Aziz Zakari, 
as well as Americans Bernard 
Williams and Coby Miller -- battling 
back from a career threatening 
broken leg suffered last year. 

Montgomery, 27, captured his 
first US national 100m title at 
Eugene's Hayward Field last year -- 

when Greene didn't race the final -- 
and was second to Greene at the 
World Championships. 

"For him not to be in the race is 
very, very painful," Montgomery 
said of Greene. "It really hurts for 
him not to be here. It's one of the 
biggest events that's going to be 
watched this weekend, and every-
where I go it's like 'Is Maurice in the 
race?' and when I go 'No' it's 
'Awwww ... .'" 

Despite the absence of Greene 
to push him, Montgomery said he 
believes that on Sunday he can 
improve on on the fastest wind-legal 
time ever on US soil, the 9.84 by 
Canada's Donovan Bailey in 1996. 

"I know I can run 9.8-low at Pre," 
he said. 

Also competing Sunday with one 
eye on the record books is Olympic 
and world pole vault champion 
Stacy Dragila, who is aiming for a 
world record height of 4.88m. 

Dragila set the world record, 
4.81m, last June at Stanford, 
California, but hopes to crack a 
significant barrier, 16 feet in 
American measurements, and 
soon. 

"If the weather is good, anything 

Maurice may 
run in Athens
 AFP, Athens 

American world 100-metres record 
holder Maurice Greene is expected 
to participate in this year's Athens 
Grand Prix meeting next month, 
organisers of the meet announced 
Thursday. 

The organisers said Greene will 
be running for the fourth straight 
year in the meeting which will be 
held on June 10 at the Spiros Louis 
Stadium, site of the Athens 2004 
Olympic Games. 

Greene holds the world record 
set at the 1999 meeting here with a 
time of 9.79 seconds. 

It will be the first outing for the 
Olympic and World Champion this 
season as he withdrew from the 
Doha Grand Prix last week due to a 
leg injury and will not race until the 
Athens encounter. 

Greene will line-up against a 
strong field including John Smith 
stablemates Ato Boldon of Trinidad, 
Bernard Williams of the United 
States and Jon Drummond and 
British star Jason Gardener. 

The organisers said that among 
the 171 foreign athletes and 60 
Greeks who have signed up for the 
meeting are Australia's pole vault 
world champion Dimitri Markov, 
Polish hammer throw world cham-
pion Szymon Ziolkovski and 
Swedish triple jumper Christian 
Olsson who was second in the 
World Championships and won the 
European Indoor Championship 
title. 

Jones to be back in action 
WHiZZ KID-171
correct answers
1. West Indies won the third Test 
against India by 

Ans: 10 wickets  
2. Who will lead Bangladesh A 

team in the Malaysia Cricket 
Challenge? 

Ans: Aminul
3. Who won the man-of-the-match 

award in the first Test between 
Pakistan and New Zealand?

Ans:  Inzamam
4 .  W h o  a r e  t h e  E n g l i s h  

Premiership champions?
Ans: Arsenal 
5. Who clinched the Hamburg 

Open tennis title?  
 Ans: Clijsters

Tri-series cricket

Rafiq plunders
Malaysia
SPORTS REPORTER 

Bangladesh A continued their 
impressive showing in the Malaysia 
triangular series with a 46-run 
victory over the hosts in Kuala 
Lumpur yesterday. 

Sent into bat the visitors rode a 
swashbuckling 72 from Mohammed 
Rafique to score 149 all out in 49.5 
overs. 

The experienced left-armer 
fought a lone battle after the second 
string national team were reduced 
to 85 for nine on a difficult wicket. 

The southpaw hammered three 
sixes and a couple of fours in his 
match-winning knock. 

His 83-run stand for the last 
wicket with Alamgir was also a 
record for any national selection. 

Malaysia, given a revised victory 
target of 154 due to rain, were 
bundled out for 108 in 46.5 overs. 

Off-spinner Sabbir Khan cap-
tured three wickets for 23 runs for 
the tourists. Leg-spinner Alok 
Kapali and paceman Tariq Aziz took 
two wickets each. 

Green Delta hockey

MSC run riot, 
Usha held
SPORTS REPORTER 

Mohammedan started the return leg 
of the Green Delta Premier Hockey 
League with a 6-1 thrashing of 
Dhaka Railway at the Maulana 
Bhasani Stadium yesterday. 

The defending champions led a 
lowly Railway 2-0 at the breather. 

Shafqat, the Pakistani recruit of 
the black and whites, struck thrice 
while forwards Rafiqul Islam Kamal 
and Moududur Rahman Shuvo 
scored one goal apiece. 

Mohammedan captain Ashique 
opened the floodgates scoring the 
first goal in the 25th minute. 

While Mohammedan cantered 
Usha Krira Chakra, who forced the 
Motijheel outfit to drop their first 
point after a 2-2 draw in the last 
match of the first round, started 
disastrously. 

They were held by Wari Club 1-1 
in the other match of the day. 

WHiZZ KID-170
winner

Easmat Ara
(Motijheel Govt Girls High School)

WHiZZ KID-171
winner
Tazrian Huda
(Viqarunn isa  Noon Schoo l ,  
Dhanmondi Branch)

Please produce your ID card and 
an attested passport size photo-
graph while collecting the winner's 
prize from the Sports Desk of The 
Daily Star at 7:30 pm on May 30.

Rangs Toshiba
World Cup 
Quiz
Rd-3 winners
1. First Prize

Md Mahbubur Rahman
West Manikdi, Dhaka Cantonment

2. Second Prize
Wahidur Rahman
Tejkunipara, Dhaka

3. Third Prize
M Shafayat Alam
Pallabi, Mirpur, Dhaka

4. Fourth Prize
Md Nasuruddin Tuhin
Surya Sen Hall
Dhaka University

5. Fifth Prize
Md Aminul Islam
Sir AF Rahman Hall
Dhaka University

CORRECT ANSWERS
1. Last team to qualify for 2002 World 
Cup finals
Ans: Uruguay
2. Who was the top scorer in the 
1998 World Cup
Ans: Suker
3. How many teams participated in 
the first World Cup
Ans: 13
4. Germany won their first World Cup 
in
Ans. 1954
5. Who is this?
Ans: Ronaldo

PHOTO: STAR 

COME AND WIN! A spectator receives a special prize for the audience from Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi University 
Prof Dr Faisul Islam Faruki, who was the chief guest at the draw of The Daily Star-Rangs Toshiba World Cup Quiz 
Round-3 at the Rajshahi Medical College Auditorium yesterday. 

PHOTO: STAR 

Mohammedan striker Alfaz Ahmed side-volleys during the final of the Nitol-Tata National Football League against 
arch-rivals Abahani at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. 

CARL HOOPER SOURAV GANGULY

PHOTO: STAR 

A goal-mouth action from yesterday's Green Delta Premier Division Hockey League encounter between 
Mohammedan and Bangladesh Railway at the Maulana  Bhasani National Stadium. 

PAUL HITCHCOCK 
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