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Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary 
gusty or squally wind is likely at a few places over Chittagong, Dhaka, 
Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions and one or two places over Khulna and 
Barisal divisions today.

No appreciable change in day temperature is expected over the 
country, Met Office said predicting gradual increase of rainfall activi-
ties in next two days.

Country's highest temperature 41.0 degree Celsius was recorded 
yesterday at Jessore and the lowest 21.0 degree Celsius at Sylhet.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:37 pm and rises tomor-
row at 5:13 am.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 
major cities and towns yesterday were:
City/Town Temperature Humidity in
 in Celsius percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 35.4 28.5 77 49
Chittagong 34.0 29.5 82 83
Rajshahi 36.6 29.0 66 83
Khulna 38.7 29.8 71 --
Barisal 35.0 29.4 77 74
Sylhet 26.8 21.0 98 91
Cox's Bazar 34.2 29.2 83 89

UNB,  Dhaka

No change in temperature

PHOTO: STAR

Students of the Chittagong Medical College in a colourful procession on the campus on the rag day yesterday.  

Workshop
The inaugural ceremony of a two-day 
workshop, organised by Bangladesh 
Association of Software and Information 
Services (BASIS) in cooperation with 
South Asia Enterprise Development 
Facility of the World Bank, will be held. 
Venue: BIAM conference room. Time: 
11.00am.

IT course launching 
The Exterior-Interiors Bangladesh 
Limited in collaboration with the In-
Touch Communications Network 
Limited will launch Auto-CAD Training 
Programme, including Multimedia and 
d e s i g n .  V e n u e :  I n - T o u c h  
Communications Network Limited 
Office, Dhanmondi. Time: 12.30pm. 

Installation 
ceremony
The installation ceremony of the Central 
Students Union of Bangladesh 
Engineering University 'EUCSU' will be 
held with Education Minister Dr. Osman 
Faruk as chief guest. Venue: BUET 
auditorium. Time: 5.00pm

Rally
Bangladesh Anti-Tobacco Alliance will 
hold a rally to create public awareness 
about harmful effects of tobacco. Venue: 
Dhaka Stadium Gate. Time: 11.00am.

Classical music
Alliance Francaise organises an Indian 
classical music evening by Anup Kumar 
Barua. Venue: Alliance Francaise 
gallery. Time: 7.00pm.

Publication 
ceremony
Power and Participation Research 
Centre organises a publication cere-
mony for its recent publication 'Local 
Government in the New Century: A 
Search for New Frontiers' with LGRD 
and Cooperatives Minister Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan as chief guest. Venue: 
National Press Club. Time: 5.00pm.

Seminar
A seminar on 'The Role of Commercial 
Institutions in the Development of Private 
Sector', organised by Shilpa Byabsayee 
Parishad, will be held with Commerce 
Minister  Amir  Khasru Mahmud 
Chowdhury as chief guest. Venue: 
CIRDAP auditorium. Time: 3.30pm.

Workshop
United Nations Population Fund 
organises a day-long Gender 

Training Workshop. Venue: IDB 
Bhaban. Time: 9.00am. 
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contact (PSC) on January 11, 1995. 
This PSC was naturally terminated 
on January 11, 1998 for failure to 
fulfil the minimum work commit-
ment. 

Following the blowout, a four-
member probe committee which 
included an expert of Occidental 
looked for the cause of the devastat-
ing blowout that burnt all the gas in 
that structure for three months. The 
committee found Occidental's 
negligent operation and faulty gas 
well design as the main causes of 
the accident. 

The fire of the blowout was so 
intense that it could be seen even 
from Sylhet.

But soon after the probe commit-
tee report was submitted, a section 
in the government backed the 
company to get away with its fault. 
The report was kept strictly shelved 
also from those who investigated 
and even the members of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Energy.

After the Occidental PSC was 
terminated, the US company lob-
bied and persuaded the govern-
ment to give the PSC an extension-- 
though there was no such contrac-

tual provision.
After eight months, the govern-

ment 'extended' the contract adding 
some new clauses through a 
Supplementary Agreement. Under 
hese new clauses, Petrobangla 
gets five per cent more share of gas 
if it is found in the same geological 
structure of Magurchhara. These 
clauses were added as a bonus to 
Petrobangla for allowing Occidental 
to work in the same area even after 
its failure to fulfil the contract.

A similar scenario prevailed as 
regards the environmental damage 
claim. When the government was 
delaying the signing of the 
Supplementary Agreement, the 
environment ministry claimed an 
environmental damage compensa-
tion of Taka 612 crore. At one stage, 
Occidental agreed to pay the com-
pensation if a third party expert 
assessed the damage.

But later, the government did not 
go ahead with the environmental 
damage claims or the probe com-
mittee report for mysterious rea-
sons. 

When  Unoca l  took  ove r  
Occidental's concerns, it automati-
cally inherited the latter's liabilities. 
The government did not do anything 

to make Occidental accountable 
about Magurchhara when it left the 
country.

Meanwhile Petrobangla made 
no compensation claim for gas 
damage as the probe committee 
report on Magurchhara was given a 
'classified' status by the then energy 
s e c r e t a r y  To u f i q - e - E l a h i  
Chowdhury.

Whether Petrobangla demanded 
any compensation or not, Unocal 
itself generated controversy by 
making an arbitrary claim that till 
August 31, 2000, it paid a total of 
Taka 332.32 crore as compensation 
for the Magurchhara blowout. 

Upon a clarification sought by 
Petrobangla, Unocal then said a 
major chunk of this 'compensation' 
was supposedly paid through the 
supplementary agreement which 
said that an additional five per cent 
s h a r e  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  
Petrobangla if gas was discovered 
in the same geological structure of 
Magurchhara.

The matter was closed after 
exchange of a couple of letters in 
which Petrobangla asked Unocal to 
refrain from making any fictitious 
claims as regards compensation.

Petrobangla refutes

Private terminal
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of commerce, shipping, finance 
and law  and secretary to the presi-
dent represented the government 
side at the negotiation, while 
Deputy Managing Director of the 
SSA Ashfaq J Rahman and other 
officials represented it. 

Earlier in 1998, the government 
had signed a deal with the SSA for 
building two private container 
terminals at Patenga in Chittagong 
and at Pangaon in Dhaka. But the 
issue whipped up a debate and 
sparked agitation by trade unions 
at Chittagong port.

The deal for the container        
terminal at Pangaon was almost 
finalised with land lease and       
operating accords concluded. 
However, contract for the container 
terminal at Patenga could not be 
finalised due to opposition from the 
trade unions backed by Awami 
League and BNP.

Phone charge 
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19,000 crore will have Tk 7540 crore 
in project aid and Tk 11,460 crore in 
local currency. This year's project 
aid component is Tk 9590 crore. 

"If the donors do not provide fund 
or withdraw projects, we will frame 
the budget with our own resources 
on the basis of people's participa-
tion," Saifur reportedly told his 
colleagues.

The meeting also decided to 
expedite the recruitment of 20,000 
teachers, some policemen and 
army personnel.
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On Thursday, Vajpayee is due to 
chair a meeting of the Unified 
Headquarters, a body comprising 
military chiefs, security advisers and 
political leaders which meets peri-
odically to decide military and 
counter-terrorism strategy in 
Kashmir.

New Delhi blamed Islamabad 
and two Pakistan-based Islamic 
guerilla groups for the attack May 13 
on the outskirts of Jammu. Pakistan 
condemned the attack and denied 
any involvement.

S ince Fr iday,  the  heavy 
exchange of firing between the 
Indian and Pakistani troops has 
occurred along the international 
border in Jammu, Trivedi said, 
forcing more than 20,000 people to 
flee the border villages in India-
controlled Kashmir.

On Monday night, however, he 
said the firing spread to new areas 
along the 1972 ceasefire line that 
divides Kashmir, which both coun-
tries claim.

The government yesterday said 
3,000 soldiers who have been 
deployed in western Gujarat state 
since March would be relocated to 
their "areas of operational responsi-
bility," implying the India-Pakistan 
border.

The army was deployed in 
Gujarat after violence erupted when 
Muslims burned a train car on 
February 27, killing 60 Hindus and 
triggering a wave of reprisal attacks. 
The official death toll is around 
1,000, most of them Muslims. There 

have been no killings in the state for 
nearly a week.

AFP from Muzaffarabad adds: 
The death toll from Indian shelling of 
Pakistani-controlled Kashmir rose 
to 12 as firing resumed early yester-
day, an official said.

"The shelling is heavy and they 
( I n d i a n  t r o o p s )  a r e  u s i n g  
machineguns, mortars and artillery, 
and targeting civilians," Bhimber 
district deputy commissioner 
Fayyaz Abbasi told the wire service.

One person was killed and four 
others were injured in the Chamb 
sector of the southern Bhimber 
district, which has been targeted for 
several days, he said.

The worst affected villages were 
Balewal, Kherowal and Malkay, 
where the civilian populations were 
under constant threat.

India, Pakistan mass troops

Tax holiday
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president of the Chittagong 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Waliur Rahman Bhuiyan, 
president of the Foreign Investors' 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and A Matin Chowdhury, 
chairman of the Bangladesh Textile 
Mills Association signed the state-
ment.

The country has experienced 
frequent policy changes over the 
years, sending negative signals to 
investors and making them shaky, 
they noted. 

The business leaders said the 
ineffective and abusive use of the 
tax holiday facility lies in the imple-
mentation of the system but not in 
the system itself. 

"If a new system is introduced, 
that too can also be abused by 
finding new loopholes and ambigu-
ities. So the remedy is in eliminating 
loopholes and ambiguities in the 
related laws and procedures and its 
effective and sincere implementa-
tion, not in scrapping the law itself," 
the statement said.

The leaders mentioned that the 
ever-increasing loss of the state-
owned enterprises (SoEs) is an 
unbearable burden for the nation. 
The subsidy for the SoEs should be 
stopped and the process of 
privatisation should be accelerated.

"Erratic power supply situation is 
prevailing due to lack of capacity in 
the distribution system and affecting 
the country's economic develop-
ment seriously. Hence, the duty free 
import of generators should be 
continued," they felt.

Pasha
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said two more murder cases filed 
with Tejgaon thana and an arms 
case filed with Ramna thana are 
now pending with the Metropolitan 
Judge's Court. 

In the prayer police said the 
accused needs to be placed on 
remand to collect more information 
regarding his involvement in other 
crimes including murder and pos-
session of unauthorised firearms. 

Known as a professional killer, 
Pasha was arrested from his 
father's residence at Katasur in the 
city's Mohammadpur area. His 
father Liakat Ali Miah informed 
police when Pasha went to his flat. 

Pasha is one of the 23 most 
wanted criminals in the city. 

Police sources said Pasha's 
arrest has created a hope among 
them that they will be able to nab the 
other most wanted criminals.

Judges
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eration, law ministry sources said.
However, the prime minister 

went through the file before and 
recommended the confirmation of 
one additional judge. Later, it was 
sent to the president.

The term for the five additional 
judges expires on May 27. The term 
of three of the additional judges 
were previously extended for one 
year in last October.

Meanwhile, the president and 
the secretary of the Bangladesh 
Supreme Court Bar Association in a 
statement said the traditional consti-
tutional norms have been violated 
by not regularising the three judges 
as recommended by the chief 
justice.

They said it is the chief justice 
who evaluates the performance of 
the judges and disregard to his 
assessment has acted against the 
independence of the judiciary.

They demanded immediate 
regularisation of the judges recom-
mended by the chief justice.
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some time by gaining distributorship 
of certain channels. Those quarters, 
in connivance with certain cable 
operators, allegedly persuaded the 
authorities concerned to impose 
ban on some popular channels on 
the pretext of erosion of moral 
values by alien cultures.

However, the option of revoking 
the ban was kept open as evident 
from the information minister's 
statement that the government 
would reconsider the channel issue 
if members of the public demand so. 

Sunday's ban on 13 pay and 
'free-to-air' (FTA) channels had 
immediate and tremendous reac-
tion in various sections of the soci-
ety, including high ups in the govern-
ment.

Sources said some senior minis-
ters had talks with Minister for 
Information Tariqul Islam on the 
issue and two distributors also 
protested the ban and called for 
immediate review of them decision. 
Some cabinet members felt that 
when there was no public demand 
for banning any channel, such a 
move should not have been taken 
by a ministry. Rather, if the issue 
was so pressing, it could be raised 
at a cabinet meeting.

A representative of Nationwide 
told The Daily Star yesterday that by 
bringing allegations of rate increase 
and VAT evasion against the distrib-
utors, certain cable operators had 
long been lobbying for closure of the 
popular channels. Nationwide is the 
distributor of 27 channels belonging 
to Star, Sony and Zee groups.

Humaiyun Majid, Proprietor of 
Translink, distributor of three other 
channels -- ESPN, Star Sports and 
HBO -- said "HBO (Home Box 
Office), an American channel, is the 
world's number one in home enter-
tainment. Certain quarters were 
vying for distributorship of HBO for 
quite some time, but I was awarded 
its distributorship recently." This led 
them to 'conspire,' he said without 
giving details.

Majid said that if the government 
really wanted to preserve and 
uphold moral values of the society, it 
should have banned all channels 
airing obscene programmes, no 
matter whether those are American 
or Indian or Bangladeshi channels.

It may be pointed out that 
President of the Cable Operators 
Association of Bangladesh (COAB) 
SM Anwar Parvez expressed disap-

pointment at what he said snapping 
of channel lines by a distributor out 
of vengeance. But in Sunday's 
meeting, he supported banning of 
the channels while the distributors 
opposed it.

M/S Nationwide Communi-
cation snapped connection of 
Dhaka Cable Vision (DCV), one of 
the largest cable operators, on 
Monday night. DCV proprietor Md 
Arif told this correspondent yester-
day that some 8,000 households in 
Dhanmondi, Lalmatia, Kalabagan, 
Elephant Road, Azimpur, BUET and 
DU areas could not view the chan-
nels because of connection snap-
ping. 

The same thing happened in 
Lalbagh, Kotwali, Sutrapur areas in 
the old part of the city.

An official of Nationwide said 
they snapped connections as some 
of the cable operators did not pay 
their dues.  

While cable operators in old 
Dhaka have been asking for tailor-
made package of channels, distrib-
utors argued that they should sub-
scribe the channels under  the 
existing package system. Package 
system means, one cable operator 
has to take a certain number of 
channels in one package and pay 
for the whole. However, some cable 
operators prefer to take one or two 
channels from one package and two 
or three other channels from 
another package.

In the context of rapid change in 
government decisions regarding 
satellite channels, the COAB con-
vened a meeting of its executive 
body on Saturday.

Its president Anwar Parvez said if 
uncertainty persists and distributors 
continue to press for more pay 
channels, "We have to quit this 
business.”

On-arrival visa
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In the absence of written communi-
cation on the matter, the immigra-
tion officials have to depend on 
newspaper reports and in case of 
doubt, call up relevant senior offi-
cials. 

Some foreign nationals got visa 
after they obtained entry permission 
and necessary papers from depart-
ments concerned following inter-
vention by senior officials, the 
sources said.

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Mohammad Mocklesur Rahman, 
11th prosecution witness in the jail 
killing case, was cross-examined 
yesterday at the special court set up 
near the Dhaka Central Jail.

After the cross-examination for 
about four hours by defence law-
yers, Judge Ahmed Jamil Mostafa 
adjourned the hearing till May 28.

During the cross-examination, 
Mocklesur Rahman told the court 
that he is now working as a personal 
staff of the joint secretary (adminis-
tration) in the Ministry of Chittagong 
Hill Tracts Affairs.

"I was a personal assistant of the 
military secretary (Brig Mushrul 
Haq) to the then president. In the 
morning of August 15, 1975, I came 
to know that President Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahmana and most of his 
family members and relatives were 
assassinated.

"At about 3 pm on the same day, I 
went to my office at Bangabhaban 
where I saw Khondakar Mushtaque 
Ahmed at his office room as presi-
dent.

"At that time, I saw Taheruddin 
Thakur, KM Obaidur Rahman, Shah 
Moazzem Hossain, Mahbubul Alam 
Chashi, Maj Farook, Maj Rashid, 
Maj Dalim, Maj Huda, Maj Noor, Maj 
Shahriar, Maj Pasha, Maj Rashed 
Chowdhury and Risaldar Moslem 
there. The army officers stayed at 
the Bangabhaban. Khondakar 
Mush-taque knew nothing but 
Mahbubul Alam Chashi.

"At the end of October 1975, 
tension was going on between the 
army officers staying at Banga-
bhaban and political leaders over 
leadership. It appeared to me that 
their conduct could created any 
serious incident at any time", 
Rahman said.

He further told the court that on 
the night of November 2, 1975, he 
was on duty at the Bangabhaban as 
a personal assistant of Military 
Secretary Brig Mushrul Huq. At 
about 7:30pm on the same night, 
Capt Moslem came to his (wit-
ness's) office and took him to a room 

on the first floor where he saw army 
officers Farook, Rashid, Dalim, 
Noor, Huda, Pasha, Mohiuddin, 
Sharful Hossain, Maj Shahriar, Capt 
Majed, Capt Khairuzzaman, Lt 
Nazmul, Dafadar Marfat Ali, office 
assistant Abul Hashem Mridha, he 
said.

"They were discussing about the 
four national leaders --Syed Nazrul 
Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed, M Mansur 
Ali and AHM Quamruzzaman -- 
detained at the Dhaka Central Jail. 
Maj Dalim and Maj Rashid asked 
me to collect telephone numbers of 
the Dhaka Central Jail. They were 
also discussing that on that night 
(the night of November 2) the task at 
the Dhaka Central Jail would be 
completed", the witness told the 
court.

"At about 9 pm, Mushrul Haq 
called me at his office room where I 
saw Taheruddin Thakur, Obaidur 
Rahman, Shah Moazzem, and 
Nurul Islam. At about 11pm I left the 
office. On November 3, 1975, I went 
to my office and came to know that 
Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin 
Ahmed, M Mansur Ali and AHM 
Quam-ruzzaman were killed in 
Dhaka Central Jail", the witness 
said.

Special public prosecutors 
Sirajul Haq, Anisul Haq, Quamrul 
Islam and Mosarraf Hossain Kajol 
appeared for the state while 
Advocates Hazi Nazrul Islam, TM 
Akbar, Abdul Majid Munshi, 
Sharfuddin Khan Mukul and 
Arshadul Haq appeared for the 
accused.

Four of the 21 accused in the jail 
killing case, now detained at the 
Dhaka Central Jail, were produced 
before the court during the hearing. 
They are Taheruddin Thakur, Lt Col 
(d ismissed)  Syed Farookur  
Rahman, Lt Col (Retd) Sultan 
Shahriar Rashid Khan and Maj 
(Retd) Bazlul Huda.

Four other accused -- KM 
Obaidur Rahman MP, Nurul Islam 
Manzoor, Shah Moazzem Hossain 
and Maj (Retd) Khairuzzaman-- 
now on bail, were also present in the 
court during the hearing.

11th PW cross-examined
in Jail Killing Case
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ment forecasts no relief today as 
there would not be any appreciable 
change in the day's temperature.

Yesterday, the highest tempera-
ture was recorded in Jessore at 41 
degrees Celsius. The lowest tem-
perature of 21 degrees Celsius was 
recorded in Sylhet. 

But the Dhaka city, which 
remained under a canopy of clouds, 
had traces of shower totalling a 
negligible 0.5 mm. It, however, failed 
to make any dent on the sultry 
weather. 

Citizens continued to suffer 
under the twin onslaught of heat 
wave and frequent power failures.

The capital recorded a maximum 
of 35.4 degrees Celsius and a 
minimum of 28.8 degrees Celsius 
yesterday.

The met office forecasts that 
rainfall may increase gradually 

during the next two days, which may 
cool down the weather.

Doctors said during exercise or 
work in a hot environment the body 
tries to cool off by sweating and 
dilating the skin's blood vessels. 
Dilation of the blood vessels brings 
blood to the skin surface and 
increases the rate of radiation of 
heat from the body. 

"When these mechanisms are 
overwhelmed and the body is no 
longer able to put up with the exces-
sive heat, heat exhaustion comes 
in to  p lay, "  exp la ined  Pro f .  
Mahmudur Rahman, a doctor of 
medicine.

He also said when body tempera-
ture exceeds 39-40 degrees 
C e l s i u s ,  a  p e r s o n  s u f f e r s  
hyperecsia-- as the body cannot 
cope with heat any longer-- and 
collapses.

Heat wave kills 7

Business interestJahangir murder
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Jahangir. On the evening of March 
18 of 1998, Ershad sent Jamai 
Faruque, Liaquat Lashkar and 
Noor-e-Alam to his residence, 
Swarnakamol, to bring Jahangir 
Master to ice factory at Skid ghat. 

Jahangir  was brought to 
Shikdar's office at Skid ghat at about 
7:30 pm and strangled by Shikdar 
and his accomplices at about 8:30 
pm.

The body was slashed into 
pieces and later dumped into 
Bhairab river as learnt from judicial 
con fess ion  o f  Noor -e-A lam 
recorded under Section 164 of 
CrPC in the court of CMM on 
September 2, 1999, only two days 
after his surrender to the police.

Abdul  Mannan, father of  
Jahangir, filed a case with Khulna 
thana on September 28 of 1999 
accusing Shikdar, Jamai Faruque, 
Liaquat Lashkar, Noor-e-Alam and 
Sultan Mahmud of killing his son.

The murder case was later 
transferred to DB of KMP assigning 
Inspector Shurawardy Khan as IO.

After investigation, IO submitted 
the chargesheet to CMM's court on 
January 24, 2000 against all the five 
FIR-named accused.

The case was then put on trial in 
the court of Additional District and 
Session Judge (One).

The charge against the accused 
was framed on February 27, 2000. A 
total of 27 prosecution witnesses 
were examined during trial of the 
case.

Road accidents
FROM PAGE 12

others travelling aboard the truck 
died on the spot.

In Sirajganj, three people were 
killed and three others injured when 
a jeep fell into a ditch from a bridge 
on Dhaka-Bogra highway yester-
day.

Police said the mishap occurred 
when the Dhaka-bound jeep from 
Bogra fell into the ditch, breaking the 
railing of Kamarbari bridge in 
Raiganj upazila at 2:30 pm.

Jeep driver Mosharraf, passen-
gers Partha and Bepari died on way 
to hospital. The injured persons 
were admitted to Bogra Mohammad 
Ali Hospital.
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M a n a v z a m i n ,  S a n g b a d ,  
Janakantha, Jugantor and Ittefaq -- 
in the contempt case was ignored, 
they regretted. 

"We preferred that the Supreme 
Judicial Council act for protection of 
transparency and image of the 
judiciary. We have a firm and unwa-
vering belief in independence of the 
judiciary and express our highest 
respect for it. Equally, we have a firm 
commitment to the freedom of press 
and the people's right to know.

"The court and the press have 
common roles to play in many 
cases. And, the matter (taped 
conversation between Ershad and a 
High Court judge) was published by 
different newspapers being fully 
conscious of the judiciary's image. 
Our objective was not to undermine 
the judiciary but to help uphold its 
image by revealing the flaws."

In their statement, the editors 
hoped that the issue (contempt of 
court) would be considered, given 
the dignity of the court, freedom of 
newspapers and freedom of expres-
sion. "We're determined to protect 
the independence of the press at 
any cost."

Signatories to the statement are 
Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury of The 
Bangladesh Observer, Mahbubul 
A lam o f  The Independent ,  

Moazzem Hossain of The Financial 
Express, AM Mofazzal Karim of The 
New Nation, Rahat Khan of the 
Ittefaq, Motiur Rahman of the 
Prothom Alo, Bazlur Rahman of the 
Sangbad, Golam Sarwar of the 
Jugantor, Atiqullah Khan Masud of 
the Janakantha, Kazi Shahed 
Ahmed of the Ajker Kagoj, Benazir 
Ahmed of the Bhorer Kagoj, Motiur 
Rahman Choudhury  o f  the  
Manavzamin, Kazi Siraz Uddin 
Ahmed of the Dinkal, Md Zakaria 
Khan of the Banglabazar Patrika, 
Mahfuz Anam of The Daily Star and 
AMM Bahauddin of the Inqilab.

Editors on verdict

Mystery shrouds 
death of Sylhet
JSD leader
UNB, Sylhet

Mystery shrouds the death of a 
leader of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal 
(JSD) who was found dead at his 
residence in the town Monday night.

Abdul Qaiyum Chowdhury, 52, 
organising secretary of JSD district 
unit, used to live alone at the house 
in Kashtaghar area of the town.

Police recovered the body at 
4:00 pm yesterday and sent it to 
Osmany Medical College Hospital 
morgue for autopsy.

The reason behind his death 
could not be known immediately but 
the male and female servants of the 
deceased went into hiding after the 
death, police said.

Police torture
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police of Nayanaganj, said Fazlul 
was suffering from high blood pres-
sure, which caused his death. He 
refuted the allegation of police 
torture. 

Family members said they would 
field a case against the police offi-
cials concerned.

Meanwhile, rickshaw-puller 
Mohammad Alam was picked up by 
the Detectives Branch of police from 
B a r o  G r a m  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  
Kamrangirchar area and later he 
w a s  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  
Kamrangirchar Police Station a 
week ago.

The victim was sent to the Dhaka 
Central Jail after allegedly being 
tortured in police custody. He was 
shifted to the DMCH as his condition 
deteriorated at about 12:45pm on 
Monday, but was declared dead on 
arrival, hospital sources said.

Jamil, brother of the victim, 
alleged that Alam died from police 
torture at the Kamrangirchar Police 
Station. 

The  du ty  o f f i ce r  o f  t he  
Kamramgichar Police Station told 
The Daily Star last night that the 
victim was arrested a week ago for 
his alleged drug addiction and was 
sent to the central jail. 

He refuted police torture on the 
victim.

Morshed, Powell
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campaign against global terrorism 
and wants to join the reconstruction 
process in Afghanistan.

Asked if Bangladesh would send 
soldiers to Afghanistan, Hasan 
Ahmed said Bangladesh was ready 
to send its troops anywhere under 
the aegis of the UN peacekeeping 
mission.

Asked if minority issue was 
discussed during the Morshed-
Powell meet, the Ambassador 
replied in the negative.

He said  the Foreign Minister was 
warmly received by the US 
Secretary of State and the talks held 
in a very cordial atmosphere were 
"very fruitful".

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg 

Two persons were arrested for 
carrying a consignment of 'hundi' 
(money sent through informal 
channel) amounting to Tk 21 lakh at 
Sugandha under Panchlaish thana 
yesterday afternoon.

The arrested persons are Imran, 
24, of Mollapara under Patiya 
upazila, and Nazrul, 16, of 
Rupnagar under Satkania upazila in 
Chittagong.  

Following their statements, 
police summoned three other 
persons to the police station for 
interrogation. They are Abu Taher, a 
businessman at the Reazuddin 
Bazaar in the city, and his two 
friends -- Alamgir and Faruki Azam.

Sources said a police team on 
patrol intercepted a rickshaw carry-
ing Imran and Nazrul at the entrance 
to the Sugandha Residential Area at 
around 2.00pm. After a search, 
police seized Tk 21 lakh in 500-taka 
notes from them. 

Police believe the arrested 
persons are members of a 'hundi' 
syndicate. Imran and Nazrul told the 
police that Abu Taher, the business-
man, owned the money. 

Interrogated by police in the 
room of the officer-in-charge, Abu 
Taher said the money was meant for 
business purposes. 

Investigation into the matter is 
on, police said. 

2 arrested in Ctg 
with ‘hundi’ 
worth Tk 21 lakh

Injured Dyer
FROM PAGE 1

Newcastle United's Dyer has made 

a spectacular recovery from a knee 

ligament injury suffered on the final 

day of the English Premiership 

season th is  month against  

Southampton.

He was originally told he would 

need a 'miracle' recovery to make 

the World Cup finals in South Korea 

and Japan, which start May 31.

If teams suffer an injury between 

the FIFA deadline and their first 

matches, they can still replace a 

player.

In England's case that means 

Sinclair could return to the England 

squad in Japan as late as June 1 

ahead of their June 2 Group F 

opener against Sweden in Saitama 

if Dyer fails to prove his fitness.

Passport, air 
ticket snatched
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Miscreants took away passport, air 
ticket, some Saudi rials and valu-
ables from a Saudi bound person 
and two of his companions at Baku 
Shah  Marke t  in  the  c i t y ' s  
Dhanmondi area yesterday.

 The three persons --Moahmmad 
Yunus Ali, Shahid and Mojibur -- 
came to the city yesterday from 
Kanta village in Savar. Yunus 
returned to the country from Saudi 
Arabia recently and was going there 
again last night. 

They went to the market in the 
afternoon. The gang members 
offered them 'tea' which contained 
poisonous substances. As a result, 
they became unconscious and the 
elements then took away Yunus' 
passport (number-- Q04404490) air 
ticket, some rials, gold chain and 
other valuables.

Police rescued the victims and 
sent them to the Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital (DMCH). 

Hospital sources said their 
condition was 'critical.’


	Page 1

