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REUTERS, London

Martina Hingis' French Open 

dreams lay in tatters on Friday as 
she was forced to withdraw from 
the one Grand Slam tournament 
she has yet to capture because of 
an ankle injury.

The Swiss will undergo surgery 
on Monday after tests revealed 
one torn and three loose liga-
ments in her left ankle.

Without a major win since the 
1999 Australian Open -- her fifth 
Grand Slam trophy -- Hingis has 
suffered several disappointments 
lately.

While a painful ankle injury, 
which needed surgery, brought 
her 2001 season to a premature 
end last October, this latest set-
back poses the most serious 
threat to her career.

Suffering from foot, knee and 
hip problems, Hingis' mother and 
coach Melanie Molitor speculated 
that her daughter's joint damage -
- which also forced her out of this 
month's German and Italian 
Opens -- may have been caused 
by the shoes she wore from the 
age of 11 until three years ago. 

Hingis is still involved in an 
ongoing legal battle with manu-
facturers Sergio Tacchini after 
alleging that their shoes damaged 
her feet.

"We cannot yet say how sensi-
ble it would be for her to continue 
her career or whether to end it 
would be advisable on medical 
grounds," Dr Heinz Buhlmann, 
who is treating Hingis, told Swiss 
station Radio 24 earlier this week. 

Already slipping down the 
rankings, Hingis' absence from 
the French Open, which starts on 
May 27, marks the first time the 
former world number one will miss 
a Grand Slam event since turning 
professional in October 1994.

Added to her injury woes, the 
tennis court has not been a happy 
hunting ground for the Swiss in 
the last three years as she has 
suffered many demoralising 

losses since her last major tri-
umph.

But none of the defeats were 
probably as heartbreaking as the 
Australian Open final in January 
when Hingis failed to capitalise on 
any of the four match points she 
earned in the epic battle with 
defending champion Jennifer 
Capriati.

A stunned  crowd watched as 

the Swiss let opportunity after 
opportunity slip from her grasp 
and allow a fiercely determined 
Capriati to come storming back 
from a set and 4-0 down to win 
one of the most astounding 
matches in women's tennis.

Although the former world 
number one appeared to have 
quickly recovered from the shat-
tering experience, winning her 
40th career title at the Pan Pacific 
Open the following week in Tokyo, 
many pundits believed that the 
Melbourne Park final was a telling 
moment in the 21-year-old's 
career. 

Hingis often looks totally over-
whelmed by the brute force of the 
big women's hitters who pounce 
on her hopelessly weak serves.

While she continues to hang on 
to her top ten status by making an 
impact at second tier tourna-
ments, Capriati, the Williams 
sisters and Lindsay Davenport 
are increasingly seen as a step 
too far for the Swiss tactician. 

Despite spending hours on the 
practice court during her rehabili-
tation following the surgery last 
October, Hingis continued to look 
a shadow of the teenager who 
dominated the tour in the late 
1990s.

As a 16-year-old, she won 
three of the four Grand Slam titles 
in 1997, losing only the French 
Open final to surprise champion 
Iva Majoli of Croatia.

But since her 1999 Melbourne 
win, she has watched the likes of 
Davenport, Capriati and Venus 
and Serena Williams capture 10 
of the last 12 majors. 

"There are other great players, 
the competition is getting stronger 
so we can't always expect to win 
every single tournament but it 
would definitely be nice to win 
another one," the world number 
seven said recently. 

"It is not like I couldn't do it in 
the past. I was always very close, 
made semifinals in most of the 
grand slams, so you just take it 
another step."

Hingi's also had another 
agenda for wanting to do well at 
this year's French Open, to wipe 
out the painful and embarrassing 
memories of the 1999 final. 

Unable to accept defeat to 
Steffi Graf after coming within 
three points of victory, a distraught 
Hingis was jeered by the crows 
after she left the court in tears 
before the awards ceremony. 

Although Hingis was eventu-
ally coaxed back on court by her 
mother to complete the formali-
ties, the incident was the first 
indication that she was no longer 
a major force on the tour. 

Two weeks later, Hingis's 
misery was complete as she 
suffered a humiliating first round 
loss at Wimbledon to a then 
unknown 129th ranked qualifier 
Jelena Dokic.

The Swiss now has to wait at 
least another year before she can 
make an attempt to wipe out those 
memories but her main priorities 
will no doubt be to get back on any 
tennis court as soon as possible.

Martina misses French Open

Henin moves
into final 
AFP, Rome

Justine Henin of Belgium beat 
compatriot Kim Clijsters 7-5, 6-2 
here Saturday to book a place in the 
final of the 1.24-million-dollar Tennis 
Masters Series tournament. 

Henin, who won the Berlin Open 
last week, produced a compelling 
performance against her childhood 
friend to set up a final meeting with 
the victor of the All-American semifi-
nal between second seed Jennifer 
Capriati and fourth-ranked Serena 
Williams. 

Both players showed frailty on 
their own service in the first set with 
four consecutive breaks at one point 
on the red clay at the Foro Italico. 

AFP, Hamburg

Swiss 11th seed Roger Federer put 
winning ahead of friendship on 
Saturday as he outlasted doubles 
partner Max Mirnyi of Belarus 6-4, 
6-4 to reach the final of the Hamburg 
Masters Series. 

Federer, who ended the hopes of 
former champion Gustavo Kuerten 
in the quarters, banged down six 
aces and 39 winners to book a 
meeting with Russian sixth seed 
Marat Safin in Sunday's final. 

Safin benefited from an injury 
withdrawal by Spaniard Tommy 
Robredo in the other semi-final. 

Safin, runner-up here in the 2000 
final, led 6-2, 4-2 after an hour when 
Robredo succumbed to a foot injury 
having had trainer Bill Morris on 
court late in the opening set. 

If Safin wins the event he will 
move to the top of the ATP 
Champions Race, the season form 
guide. 

"I hope I've learned from my final 
experience two years ago," Safin 
told the fans on court. 

Federer, a 20-year-old from 
Basel and playing for the third time 
at Hamburg's Rothenbaum com-
plex, will be competing in his second 
Masters Series final of the year, 
having lost to Andre Agassi in 
Miami. 

He has already beaten Safin 

twice - both times on clay - in two 
previous meetings, including Davis 
Cup this year. 

The bandana-clad youngster 
made first-round exits on the first 
two occasions but has this year 
been making enormous strides on 
the Tour and wasn't going to let his 
friend halt his progress. 

Both he and Mirnyi, who cur-
rent ly stands at 55 in the 
Champions Race, opted for the 

same design of scarlet shirt, but for 
the man from Belarus it was 'red for 
stop' as Federer gradually ground 
him down. 

"I'm very happy with the way I 
returned - I could really read his 
serve very well, which obviously 

helps," the Swiss said. 
"Things are working out just 

great," added Federer, who 
explained that playing doubles with 
Mirnyi meant he knew his rival's 
game inside out. 

"I know where he serves and I 
know he likes to attack the net. He 
left me a message before the game. 
We both said we'd ensure we both 
indulged in fair play," smiled 
Federer, through to his trophy 
match on clay. 

Federer used his third chance to 
break in the fifth game and then 
broke again for 5-2. 

But Mirnyi, who ended Pete 
Sampras' hopes in the opening 
round, battled back ferociously and 
broke in the eighth game as the 
Swiss failed to serve out for the set, 
his opponent's decision to attack 
the net paying dividends. 

Mirnyi closed to 4-5 before 
Federer converted the third of three 
set points with an ace. 

A break right at the start of the 
second set cemented Federer's 
dominance as Mirnyi increasingly 
saw his forays to the net end in 
failure. 

An ace then gave Federer a first 
match point in the tenth game but a 
backhand long meant he had to try 
again. 

However, Mirnyi drove long as 
Federer clinched the win to advance 
and move up to fourth in the 
Champions Race, displacing 
Britain's Tim Henman. 

Safin, Federer face-off

Ze Roberto to
break Bayern
record
INTERNET

Bayern Munich reached agreement 
on Friday to sign Bayer Leverkusen 
winger Ze Roberto in a deal which 
smashes their transfer record.

The fee is around £7.5 million 
and the Brazilian is expected to put 
pen-to-paper on a three-year deal.

Ze Roberto was a revelation on 
Leverkuson's run to the Champions' 
League final, although he missed 
Wednesday's defeat to Real Madrid 
through suspension.

The 27-year-old, who joined 
Leverkusen from Flamengo in 
1998, had hinted he wanted to 
move on and now follows Bayer 
team-mate Michael Ballack from 
the Rhineland to Bavaria.

Ottmar Hitzfeld's side will now be 
short-odds favourites to reclaim 
their Bundesliga crown next season 
with Ballack, Ze Roberto and 
Sebastian Deisler joining over the 
summer. 

Deisler was the club's previous 
record signing at around £6.5 
million.

The loss of Ze Roberto is 
another blow to Leverkusen, who 
failed at the final hurdle in three 
major competitions this season.

Their Brazilian defender Lucio is 
also interesting Europe's top clubs, 
while Germany wing-back Bernd 
Schneider could be on his way out, 
too.

Leverkusen have so far recruited 
youngsters Hanno Balitsch from FC 
Cologne, Daniel Bierofka from 1860 
Munich and Christoph Preuss from 
Eintracht Frankfurt. Brazilian striker 
Franca will also join in the summer.

Wiltord wants
World Cup
INTERNET, Paris

Sylvain Wiltord, the French national 
team striker (37 caps), is obviously 
happy. Last Friday he celebrated 
his 28th birthday. The World Cup-
bound striker who claimed the FA 
Cup and the Premiership crow with 
Arsenal revealed in an interview 
with the French daily Le Parisien it 
was the Premier League winner title 
that delighted him the most. 

"No doubt, I rejoiced over win-
ning the championship, because it 
lasts long, almost 10 months. We 
have had ups and downs. Besides, 
it's sheer pleasure that we didn't 
lose a single tie away. It's really 
extraordinary. We celebrated for 
three days, but we had worked hard 
during the whole season so we had 
deserved it. Meanwhile Roger 
Lemerre dealt with the whole case 
brilliantly: he congratulated the 
players and that was it, we returned 
to work. The page was turned over." 

Ahead of France's final tie 
against Belgium at Stade de France 
before their departure for Asia 
where Les Bleus will try to retain 
their World Cup holders title, Wiltord 
is of the opinion France should 
beware of injuries: "The coach 
should select the team carefully so 
that nobody picks up an injury."

Keane keen
INTERNET, Dublin

Republic of Ireland captain Roy 
Keane will put club disappointments 
to one side to lead his country in 
what he admits could be his last 
World Cup.

Keane finished the domestic 
season empty-handed but the 31-
year-old is now fully focused on 
forthcoming events in the Far East.

Ireland open their Group E cam-
paign against Cameroon on June 1 
with games against Germany and 
Saudi Arabia to follow.

Mick McCarthy's side travelled to 
Japan on the back of a 2-1 friendly 
defeat against fellow qualifiers 
Nigeria but Keane is confident the 
side can reach the second stage.

The 51-times capped midfielder 
said: "United's season is over and I 
have to put it to the back of my mind. 
I'm just looking forward to the World 
Cup now.

"I just want to go over there and 
enjoy it because, as you get older, 
you realise there are going to be 
fewer opportunities.''

AFP, London 

Unheralded seamer Ruchira Perera 
took two wickets in two balls as Sri 
Lanka strengthened their grip on the 
First Test here at Lord's on 
Saturday. 

At tea England were 211 for five 
still 145 runs short of avoiding the 
follow-on after Sri Lanka piled up 
555 for eight declared. 

Alec Stewart was three not out 
and John Crawley was four not out. 

Perera, whose opening three 
overs went for 23 runs, first removed 
dangerman Michael Vaughan. 

The Yorkshire batsman, on 64, 
top-edged a hook shot and Nuwan 
Zoysa, moving in from fine leg took 
the catch despite having Buddika 
Fernando, charging in from deep 
backward square, collide into him as 
he too went for the chance. 

Vaughan had faced 148 balls 
and hit nine boundaries in his four-
hour stay at the crease but England 
badly needed him to go on and 
make a hundred. 

One ball later, 203 for four 
became 203 for five when Graham 
Thorpe was plumb lbw for 27. 

It was the first time in the match 
f o r m e r  I n d i a  o f f - s p i n n e  
S r i n i v a s a r a g h a v a n  
Venkataraghavan had given an lbw 
decision in favour of a bowler from 
either side but there was no disput-
ing his verdict. 

England wicketkeeper Stewart, 

recalled to the team because of 
James Foster's broken arm, sur-
vived the hat-trick ball with a straight 
driven three. 

Earlier England captain Nasser 
Hussain carried on from where he 
left off at lunch, cover-driving and 
then pulling Fernando for succes-
sive fours in the first over after the 
interval. 

He brought up his fifty with a 
single off Zoysa but seven runs later 
Hussain was out. 

Angling the ball down to third 
man, a shot that has often brought 
about his downfall, Hussain edged 
Zoysa and wicket-keeper Kumar 
Sangakkara, diving across to his 
right in front of first slip, took a spec-
tacular catch. 

Hussain had faced 87 balls and 
hit 11 fours but although he had 
scored briskly, England were still in 
trouble at 149 for three. 

Together with Vaughan, Hussain 
put on 106 for the third wicket. 

Sri Lanka made their first break-
through Saturday in the fifth over of 
the day after rain had delayed the 
start by 20 minutes. 

Left-handed opener Mark 
Butcher had added just 10 runs to 
his overnight seven when he edged 
Buddika Fernando and was bril-
liantly caught two-handed by 
Mahela Jayawardene, diving to his 
right at third slip, to leave England 
43 for two. 

It was another memorable 
moment for Jayawardene after his 
first innings century and contrasted 
sharply with the poor slip fielding 

that marred England's efforts in the 
field. 

Both Fernando and left-arm 
quick Chaminda Vaas settled into a 
testing line and length with condi-
tions assisting swing bowling. 

Perera, the fourth bowler used, 
seemed ineffectual but clearly his 
moment of glory was still to come. 

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at tea on the third day of 
the first Test between England and 
Sri Lanka at Lord's on Saturday: 
SRI LANKA: First innings 555-8 
declared (M Atapattu 185, M 
Jayawardene 107, A de Silva 88, R 
Arnold 50; D Cork 3-93) 
ENGLAND: First innings (overnight 
27-1) 
Trescothick c Jayasuriya b Zoysa 13 
Vaughan c Zoysa b Perera 64 
Butcher c J'wardene b Fernando 17 
Hussain c Sangakkara b Zoysa 57 
Thorpe lbw b Perera 27 
Crawley not out 3 
Stewart not out 4 
Extras: (b-4, lb-6, w-8, nb-8) 26 
Total: (For 5 wkts in 56 overs) 211 

Fall of wickets: 1-17, 2-43, 3-149, 
4-203, 5-203 

To bat: A Flintoff, D Cork, A 
Caddick, M Hoggard 
Bowler O M R W 
Vaas 18 3 40 0 
Zoysa 14 2 68 2 
Fernando 15 5 53 1 
Perera 9 0 40 2 
Umpires: Daryl Harper (Australia) 
and Sri Venkataraghavan (India). 

Perera puts SL in charge 
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Nahidul b TaposhNahidul b Taposh  7
Nasirul c Rafique b Safiuddin  0
Rajin c Anwar b Safiuddin  5
Mushfiq lbw b Safiuddin  3
Manzarul c Sabbir b Rafique  21
Mosaddek c Anwar b Safiuddin  1
Hasan c Anwar b Taposh  0
Imran not out  1
Mahabub b Taposh  1
Talha c Rashedul b Taposh  5
Extras: (b-1, lb-9, w-15)  25
Total: (All out in 25.3 overs)  90

Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-27, 3-36, 
4-49, 5-68, 6-60, 7-81, 8-82, 9-84
Bowler  O M R W
Taposh  9.3 0 32 4
Safiuddin 10 3 24 5
Tikolo 3 0 21 0
Rafique  3 1 3 1
MOHAMMEDAN 
Rashedul not out  25
Ehsanul c Hasan b Mosaddek  51
Bashar not out  4
Extras: (lb-6, w-8)  14
Total: (For 1 wicket in 15.3 overs)  94

Fall of wicket: 1-84
Bowler  O M R W
Mushfiq  4 1 14 0
Talha  4 0 24 0
Mahabub 2 0 12 0
Mosaddek  3.1 1 28 1
Imran 2 0 10 0
Result: Mohammedan won by 9 
wickets.  7
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wickets.

Mohammedan maul 
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turned a Dennis Rommedahl cross 
into his own net on 20 minutes.

The goal inspired the Danes and 
Tomasson and Martin Jorgensen 
both had chances to double the lead 
as Cameroon failed to get any 
tempo into their play.

Schafer reacted by making five 
substitutions at half-time and things 
improved for the African Nations 
Cup holders.

But Denmark added a second in 
the 58th minute when Claus Jensen 
was awarded a dubious penalty, 
which Tomasson f i red past  
Cameroon goalkeeper Alioum 
Boukar 

The visitors finally started creat-
ing chances with some neat passing 
after the second goal and Mbami 
rose to head in a free-kick with 16 
minutes to go. 

In Moscow, Russia were dumped 
out of the semifinal of their own 
World Cup warm-up tournament 
here on Friday losing 5-4 on penal-
ties to Belarus after a 1-1 draw.

Russian coach Oleg Romantsev, 
yet to finalise his squad, gave sev-
eral reserve players a start while 
Belarus were at full strength.

In a full-blooded encounter 
several chances were fluffed before 
Dynamo Kiev 's  29-year-o ld  
midfielder Valentin Belkevich put 
Belarus 1-0 up after 15 minutes, 
beating 'keeper Ruslan Nigmatullin 

with a precise kick from just outside 
the box.

The Russians then poured 
forward in search of an equaliser 
and Belarus were happy to sit back, 
defend in numbers and reply with 
sharp counter-attacks, mainly 
through their AC Milan's striker 
Vitaly Kutuzov.

Belarus skipper Sergei Gurenko 
handed the hosts a chance to equa-
lise when he fouled winger Denis 
Laktionov in the box and Andrei 
Solomatin duly converted the sub-
sequent penalty on 28 minutes.

Russia made three half-time 
substitutions but in rain soacked 
conditions at Moscow's Dynamo 
stadium they failed to take any 
initiative and the match went to 
penalties.

Belarus 'keeper Gennady 
Tumilovich, who plays at Russian 
league side Rostov, was slightly 
lucky to stifle one of his opponents 
attempts from the spot and send his 
side into the final.

Russia will face Yugoslavia in 
Sunday's match for the third place 
before flying to their base in 
Shimizu, Japan, to prepare for their 
World Cup opening match against 
Tunisia on June 5.

Russia's other Group H oppo-
nents are Belgium and the co-hosts 
Japan.

Slovenia blank 
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runs until June 30. 
TIRED VIEIRA

INTERNET, Clairefontaine

France midiflder Patrick Vieira has admitted he is exhausted after helping 
Arsenal win the domestic Double this season.

Vieira, irreplaceable in the Arsenal engine room, has become a key 
figure for France after replacing the retiring Didier Deschamps in midfield.

He played his part in World Cup '98, famously coming on in the final to 
set up the third goal for Emmanuel Petit in the 3-0 win over Brazil. 

"I am exhausted but I will be alright after a few days' rest," said Vieira.
"It is good that I am able to rest up for two or three days before the physi-

cal and mental challenges to come.
"I feel good in myself. When you win trophies like we did at Arsenal this 

season, then you always recover quickly. 
"But I hope I will be able to play more in this World Cup than I did last 

time. It would mean a lot to me."
Vieira and Arsenal team-mate Thierry Henry have both been omitted 

from the France side to face Belgium at the Stade de France on Saturday, a 
decision Vieira approves of.

"Thierry won't either and also he has a small problem with his knee. That 
is why we won't be playing against Belgium." 

"I have spoken with the team doctor and these next few days are very 
important. I have had no bad injuries this season but I have to take care. 

"So I won't be training with the rest of the players in this short period 
before we go to Japan. "

CUP CORNER

MARTINA HINGIS

ROGER FEDERER
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Super Selector
Repeat at 11:00 pm

STAR Sports
Asia Sport Show
Int'l Sports News

Taped Version at 12:30 pm
Gillette Soccer World Cup

Preview
Repeat at 1:30 pm

West Indies vs India
Fifth Test, Day Two
Live at 10:00 pm

What to watch

PHOTO: STAR 

CONGRATULATIONS: Players and officials of the Victoria Sporting Club pose for photographers after they became GrameenPhone Premier Division Cricket 
League champions on Friday. They defeated Bangladesh Biman in the title-deciding match at BKSP. 

PHOTO: STAR 

Jute Minister Hafiz Uddin displays a copy of former striker Sheikh 
Mohammad Aslam's autobiography during the publication ceremony of the 
book at the National Sports Council auditorium yesterday. 
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wreck India on a bouncy track at 
Bridgetown. 

The tourists could never recover 
after being shot out for 102 on the 
opening day. The hosts then made 
394 to gain a lead of 292 and then 
dismissed India for 296 in the second 
innings. 

India captain Sourav Ganguly 
also was looking forward to an inspir-
ing performance from his fast bowl-
ers. 

"It looks a good wicket, though it 
has grass on it," said Ganguly. 

"We want to have one more look 
at the pitch in the morning before 
deciding whether to include 
Yohannan in the playing 11. Our fast 
bowlers are fresh after a couple of 
days of rest and I hope they deliver." 

Pacy encounter? 
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