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RECOMMENDATIONS

Quamrul-er

Ramonira
May 17-31

Entitled 'Quamrul-er Ramonira', a
15-day long painting exhibition of
artist Quamrul Hassan will be held
at the Shilpangan gallery in the city.
The show is open to all from 10 a.m.

to 8 p.m. daily.
Calligraphy

exhibition
May 17 - June 04

A calligraphy exhibition with works
of 24 renowned artists goes on at
the lobby of National Museum in the

city.

Group art show

May 15to 29

The High Commission of India
Cultural Centre presents a group art
show featuring fifteen prominent
artists from Chittagong at 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhaka. The show
opens on May 15, which runs daily

from 12 noonto 8 p.m.

Japanese film

session
May 19-21

Rainbow Film Society has
organised a three-day long

Japanese Film Session,

in

association with Goethe-Institut.
Filmshows start daily at 5:30 p.m. at
the German cultural center

auditorium.

'Andromedia’ and

'Doubles' will be screened on May
19, 'Ekiden’ and 'HIMITSU-Secret'
on May 20 and 'The white collar
worker' and 'KEIZOKU  Unsolved

cases'onMay 21.

Photography on

ship breaking

May 18-29

R. Laarsen, a photographer from
Sweden and a teacher at Pathshala
Photography School, holds a solo
exhibition in the city on issues of
ship-breaking in Bangladesh.
Through his works, Laarsen raise
questions those focus on various
hazardous and harmful sides of the
business including matters of
environmental pollution caused by

the breaking process.

Painting show

May 17

An exhibition of works the country's
old and young artists opens on May
17 at 5:30 p.m. at Gallery 21 (765,
Stamasjid Road, Dhanmondi).
Former Chief Justice Muhammad
Habibur Rahman, painter Qayyum
Chowdhury and Prof. Anisuzzaman
are due to attend the inaugural
function. The show will remain open

from3p.m.to 8 p.m. everyday.
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Realistic worlds of Indian trio

Three young painters from Kolkata present a week long exhibition
of their artworks at the Fine Arts Institute in the city

Aziz AMIRUL
I NTERNATIONAL Young

Artist Organisation from

India, headed by its conve-
nor Tapas Mallick, hosts a paint-
ing exhibition of three rising
Indian artists, at the Institute of
Fine Arts at Shahbagh in the
city.

Subrata Das, Apurba
Mazumdar and Sukanta Das
exhibit a total of 24 works at the
exhibition that becomes a first
public display in Bangladesh for
all the three young artists.

Sukanta Das, who pos-
sesses art-based educational
degree from Academy of Fine
Arts in Kolkata, displays 10
works in the exhibition. Done in
oil, the works of Sukanta feature
masked faces of men and
women, who pose as jokers and
clowns. Here the artist wants to
bring a symbolic effect in a
surrealistic setting where the
masked jokers represent vari-
ous controlling forces of the

The King Maker / Sukanta Das

contemporary societies of the
world. A work titled "The King
Maker' shows a checkered-
dressed masked person who
tosses up two pieces of dice
from a game board that symbol-
ises a situation faced by the
general citizens of a country.
The common mass is, in a simi-
lar way, used or exploited by the
hypocritical political leaders
who often, play games with lives
of the commoner. Sukanta, a
kind of artist who likes to protest
through his symbolic works,
draws, in 'Sringer', a female and
a stone figure. The girl, who is
well dressed and puts on pre-
cious ornaments, is a member
of a red-light area. The statue
beside her is also a member of
the community but has totally
been exploited of her moral
entity, whatsoever. Both the
statue and the girl, in words of
the artist, represent a class of
women who possess absolutely
nothing but a dead individuality
for which some ill forces of the

society are responsible.

Subrata Das, the elder
brother of Sukanta, also dis-
plays his works at the exhibition
though he himself could not
come to Dhaka due to some
unavoidable engagements at
home. Subrata works mostly in
mixed media and some of his
creations displayed in the
Dhaka exhibition bring before
the viewer a typical picture of
the old part of Kolkata city.
Amidst struggling conditions of
heat, rain and flash floods, a
rickshaw-puller continues to
serve members of better-off
groups who are his clients.
Through depiction of dilapi-
dated architectural structures of
the old city of Kolkata, the artist
wants to send a message to the
city fathers about the necessity
of preservation of traditional
buildings and towers of the 300-
year old metropolitan. 'Black
crows that come in most of
Subrata's works, represent the
shabby and unpleasant condi-
tion of a black old city of
Kolkata', mentions Sukanta
while he represents his brother
atthe exhibition.

Apurba Mazumdar, the last of
the trio, presents a series of
realistic works those depict the
city lives of Kolkata, rather that
of the newer part of the state
capital. Apurba, who has a
diploma degree in Fine Arts
from Kolkata, uses watercolor
as a medium of his creations.
Rain drenched Kolkata city, rally
of old cars in a workshop,
splashing waves at a sea beach
are some of the subjects of his
works. The young artist tries to
observe the human life that is
continually being swinging with
elements of life, death, inspira-
tion, boredom and re-
awakening.

The exhibition is open to all
from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. daily till

Lust for life

‘A Farewell to Home Town', Aminul Islam Soyel's
first solo exhibition in watercolour

ANAM BISWAS
n do not have much to say

about the exhibition. As

you can see all these are
realistic works. Well, the exhibi-
tion, you may say a sort of intro-
duction of myself...And, this is
also a question of survival.
Many artists need to sell their
works... you know. But the emo-
tions that drive me to paint is as
true and vivid as the hardships
of my life". That's what Soyel
said about his first solo held at
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine
Arts, Dhaka University. The
exhibition started on the 8th and
wenton till May 14.

Aminul Islam Soyel, a man of
35, spent the major part of his
life in Mymensingh. And God
knows how he loves the town.
So as a painter Soyel always
wanted to do the first solo on his
beloved Mymensingh -- his
home, his emotion. A town he
knows. The people, the river
Bramhaputra, the boats, the
lands around with all-different
shades and colours...

yes, he loved them all. The
artist now lives in Dhaka perma-
nently. But whenever possible
he rushes to his hometown with
a hunger to regain the freshness
and innocence he lost a long
ago. "Mymensingh gives me
strength. It inspires me to live
and to love; to create". Soyel
kept his promise of doing his
first solo on his home town.

All the watercolours of A
Farewell to Home Town were
done during his visits in
Maymensingh in March 2000
and in April 2002. The realistic
landscapes, identical in subject
matter and treatment, share the
same title -- Landscape on dry
time as they depict the scenario
of a particular season. The
pieces were created to share
some of the artist's intimate
moments -- true and simple. So
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'Landscape on dry time'

there is little room left for some
prolonged intellectual discus-
sion or investigation.

The originality of this water-
colour exhibition lies some-
where else. That is the paint-
ings are capable of creating an
immediate effect on the view-
ers. More specifically, they
transfer a certain kind of sensa-
tion: within seconds you are
brought under a naked sun
dazzling shamelessly; you are
in the middle of a dried up river
on a boat ride with all and sun-
dry, or a cart is passing by within
the meadows in some lonely
midday afternoon. Soyel did not

'Rejection’ is included in Soyel's forthcoming exhibition

use bright colours to create the
shabbiness of the dry season.
His intention was to portray the
nature veiled in a layer of dust,
which has its own beauty. Some
pen drawings and portraits in
the show gave a sense of relief
tothe viewers.

Soyel is looking forward to do
his second solo. And that will be
"of a totally different character..
Abstract oil paint-
ings...completely personal with
the title An unfit citizen". Though
Soyel's exhibition is over, those
interested may visit his website:
www.aisoyel.com.

Exhibition with
a purpose

Fulki, an educational
institution of children
holds fund-raising art
exhibition of top
painters at Gallery
21 in the city

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

ULKI, a unique organi-
F sation that works for the

welfare and educational
progress of children, celebrates
silver jubilee of its founding
through a group exhibition of
some of the leading artists of
Bangladesh, that currently goes
on at Gallery 21 (765, Satmasjid
Road, Dhanmondi) in the city.

The organisers intend to
donate the sales' proceedings
from the displayed artworks to a
charity fund of a school run by
Fulki. The school also has day
care center where working
mothers (in garment factories)
leave their children, while they
attend their job.

The exhibition hold works of
art in water colour, print and
drawing, done by eminent art-
ists including Shafiuddin
Ahmed, Qayyum Chowdhury,
Rafiqunnabi, Hashem Khan,
Farida Zaman, Shakur Shah,
Rokeya Sultana, Nazlee,
Monsur Ul Karim, Hashi
Chakravarti, Ranijit Das, Abul
Barq Alvi, Shahid Kabir,
Chandra Shekhar Dey, Wakilur
Rahman, Dhali Al-Mamun,
Shishir Battacharya and others.
The artists have donated their
works to Fulki for the charity
purpose.

The exhibition is open to all
till May 24, from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
daily.
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