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Esha 8-00 8-30
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Prayer Timings

May 17                    6-35 pm

May 18 5-15 am

Sun Rises Sun Sets

Street justice… angry passengers of a BRTC bus beat the living daylights out of a minibus driver in front of the Jatiya 
Press Club for having fun at their expense -- the driver had overtaken the BRTC bus and obstructed its way time and 
again. 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

More than 1000 children are now in different jails in the country although 
law forbids sending them behind bars.

The relevant law should be strictly enforced to ensure that children 
accused of any crimes are sent to remand homes or correction centres 
when their trial is over. 

Besides, police should exercise the  authority given by the law to grant 
them bail.

This was the consensus among speakers at a Roundtable on 'Children 
in Jail,' jointly organised by Save the Children, UK and The Daily Star and 
held at the conference room of the daily yesterday.

They suggested that judges, prosecutors and police administration and 
all others concerned should be made well aware of the rights of children.

According to the Children Act, 1974, children accused of any crime has 
to be sent to remand homes or correction centres. The Act forbids sending 
children to jail along with adults. Under the Act, police have the authority to 
grant them bail from the police stations.

The Act further stipulates that children -- those aged16 and below-- will 
have to be tried as juveniles and not as adults. 

A recent survey by the Directorate of Prison shows 1029 children are 
now in jails across the country.

The speakers at the Roundtable urged the political parties not to involve 
children in political programmes where they become 'critical contributors to 
violence' and as a result, they are arrested and detained. 

A Save the Children study says that almost half the children in jails are 
detained under the Public Safety Act, Special Powers Act, Arms Act, 
Narcotics Act and for alleged murder and other crimes. Children have also 
become part of the growing urban 'crime community,' especially involved in 
the drug trade.

The speakers noted that there are laws to protect the rights of the chil-
dren but most of those are not implemented. Despite promises from the 
government high ups, no effective efforts have been made so far to arrange 
release of the children languishing in jails in miserable conditions.

They pointed out that when a child is arrested, he is usually shown as an 
adult to avoid complications. There is also no mechanism to determine the 
actual age of an arrested child. 

While in police custody, children are frequently beaten up and 
harassed. This must come to come to an immediate end, the speakers 
stressed.

They suggested forming a special core group comprising civil society 
members, lawyers, NGO representatives, media men and government 
officials concerned to scrutinise the condition of the children in jails. In 
every thana, there should be such watchdog body to help effective imple-
mentation of relevant laws, they felt. 

Strengthening legal services for children, juvenile courts and forming 
separate cells in jails for the convenience of the existing convicts and those 
under trial were strongly recommended.

Attorney General Hassan Arif said, "There should be total prohibition on 
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Over 1,000 children behind bars
-Save The Children, UK roundtable 

stresses strict law enforcement
SHAIKH NAZRUL ISLAM

As many as 50 teams of the Special 
Branch (SB), the Detective Branch 
(DB) and the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) of Police have 
joined the ongoing crackdown on 
criminals.

Already involved in the drive are 
huge contingents of the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP), the 
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and the 
Ansar.

Plainclothes policemen have 
been asked to keep a watchful eye 
on the situation and report to the 
home ministry for taking action. 
Team leaders are empowered to 
contact the BDR officials for imme-
diate assistance, sources said. 

The newly deployed teams are 
not assigned to report to any police 
station, superintendent of police, or 
to deputy inspector general (DIG) of 
police, the sources added.

Instead, they will directly report 
to the home ministry. Each team 
leader will be equipped with a cellu-
lar phone, with which they would be 
able to call the BDR personnel for 
urgent operation if necessary.

Meanwhile, additional 500 
policemen have been taken to the 
capital from different parts of the 
country to strengthen the DMP. 
Each of the 22 police stations in the 
city will be reinforced with 20 of 
them.

At present, over 3,500 police and 
BDR personnel are participating in 
the capital-based anti-crime drive. 
They are mainly checking vehicles 
at different city points. 

"Law and order has slightly 
improved, as the criminals went into 
hiding after the ant-crime drive 
started in the city," a police officer 
said. The drive will be effective in the 
days to come, he assured. 

Moreover, major intelligence 

a g e n c i e s  l i k e  t h e  F o r c e s  
Intelligence and the National 
Security Intelligence (NSI) are out 
there to monitor the overall drive.

Hard on the heels of rising 
crimes, the government decided to 
carry out a special drive with the 
backup of the BDR and the Ansar to 
net notorious criminals and improve 
law and order.

The DMP along with BDR and 
Ansar personnel arrested five listed 
criminals and 398 others on the 
fourth day of the drive yesterday. 
Forty-five of them were in regular 
cases and 26 as warranted crimi-
nals.

The special team has set up 29 
checkpoints in the city over the last 
24 hours and checked vehicles. 
Legal action was taken against 
1,331 vehicles, 14 vehicles were 
s e i z e d  a n d  
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Detective help for 
anti-crime drive

MORSHED ALI KHAN 

None of the government agencies 
involved in river transport sector is 
properly equipped to handle emer-
gencies such as launch capsize, 
fire in a vessel or any other acci-
dent.

In such cases, the Bangladesh 
Inland Water Transport Authority ( 
BIWTA) and the Department of 
Shipping depend mainly on  
untrained personnel of the local 
authorities for rescue and salvage 
operations. 

Launch owners, marine engi-
neers, naval architects and officials 
said water transport sector has not 
received much attention from the 
government for long. In the 8,000-
kilometre navigational channels in 
the country, traffic is rising every 
year. There are 2,100 'registered' 
passenger vessels, over 7,000 
unregistered vessels and about 
150 large ones are built a year. 
Every day millions commute in the 
waterways throughout the country. 

The government must create a 
'modern rescue and salvage team' 
to deal with emergencies and save 
numerous lives, they suggested.  

When an accident occurs, 
everyone expects that the BIWTA, 
which is mainly responsible for 

maintaining port facilities and 
navigability of rivers, should go for 
rescue and salvage operations. 
But it neither has any rapid inter-
vention unit nor trained manpower 
for this. 

Its salvage vessels MV Hamza 
and MV Rustam are already in 
dilapidated condition. The two 
vessels which require tugboats to 
move have a combined capacity of 
lifting 120 tons. MV Hamza is 
always stationed at Barisal and MV 
Rustam at Narayanganj. When the 
120-ton passenger launch MV 
Salauddin--2 sank in the Meghna 
recently, it took Hamza nearly 50 
hours to join Rustam at Shaitnal 
and start preparation for salvage 
operation. 

Hamza was procured in 1964 
and Rustam in 1984, when vessels 
weighing more than 50 tons each 
were almost non-existent. At pres-
ent, almost all the passenger 
vessels weigh more than 100 tons 
each and for any salvage opera-
tion, Hamza and Rustam have to 
be united.  

 During the salvage operation of 
the ill-fated MV Salauddin-2, rescu-
ers feared that the BIWTA vessels 
might collapse as in similar opera-
tion in Hatia  a few years ago. Due 
to lack of a coordinated rescue and 

salvage operation, when the 
launch was lifted 110 hours after it 
sank, hundreds of rotten dead 
bodies floated on the river. 

With a small number of divers 
and outdated equipment, the 
BIWTA team looked helpless 
during the salvage operation.

Officials of Chandpur district 
and  Matlab upazila administra-
tions,  police and other officials 
present at the site of the  launch 
disaster did not know what to do 
with so many decomposed bodies. 
There was no preparedness 
although it was clear that hundreds 
of bodies were trapped inside the 
launch. 

According to a BIWTA official, 
when the  Launch Owners  
Association agreed to provide a 
vessel to carry about 250 decom-
posed bodies to Rangabali, the 
authorities could not find anyone to 
take charge of the bodies and 
travel in the same launch. When 
the police refused to give an escort 
with the vessel of the dead, the 
Inspector General of Police had to 
intervene. 

"Even professional mortuary 
assistants, who are used to such 
stench, refused to go in the vessel 
on its 24-hour journey, but eventu-
ally they did," said the official.  

Ill-equipped and dangerous
River transport sector lacks logistics 
for rescue operaton

Unocal declines letter 
of compensation claim

Magurchhara blowout

UNB, Dhaka

International oil company Unocal 
was learnt to have refused to 
receive a letter of Petrobangla 
claiming Tk 3,900 crore in compen-
sation for destroying gas in the 
Magurchhara field about five years 
back.

Sources in Petrobangla said the 
claim letter was sent to Unocal's 
Dhaka office on Wednesday. But, 
without accepting the dispatch, 
Unocal's top officials rushed to the 
energy ministry.

They said Unocal Bangladesh 

Ltd President and Managing 
Director Scott A Barber and other 
senior officials stayed at the ministry 
more than an hour. A verbal order 
came thereafter to Petrobangla for a 
review of the claim.

Petrobangla (Bangladesh Oil, 
Gas and Minerals Corporation) 
Chairman Syed Sajedul Karim, 
however, denied having sent the 
claim to Unocal and rejection by the 
US oil giant.

"The claim letter was yet to be 
sent to Unocal. We are reviewing it. 
Maybe, on Saturday or Sunday we 
will finalise the claim letter," he told 

the news agency when reached by 
phone yesterday.

But several senior officials at the 
state oil-corporation said the letter 
was dispatched on Wednesday, but 
Unocal declined to accept it appar-
ently considering the amount of the 
damages.

They said Petrobangla was 
asked by the ministry to rearrange 
the claim with a "realistic amount of 
compensation so that the realisation 
is possible in real terms."
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Loadshedding and frequent power 
disruption over the last week made 
life miserable for city-dwellers in the 
unbearable heat of the sultry sum-
mer weather.

A large part of the city experi-
enced loadshedding three to four 
times a day, exceeding over an hour 
each time. 

In addition to this, there was 
unplanned line tripping and suspen-
sion of power supply in some areas 
for overhauling of DESA's power 
supply system.

According to official estimate of 
DESA, the amount of loadshedding 
during the last one week rose to as 
high as 55 MW. Sources in DESA, 
however, contradict saying that the 
amount was not less than 80 MW.

Member (Engineering) of DESA 
admitted that the power supply 
situation in the capital worsened 
during last week, adding that the 
situation improved to some extent 

yesterday. 
He attributed this situation to 

collapse of a number of pillars of 
Tongi Dakkhin Khan 33 KV line due 
to storm at the beginning of the 
week. He also informed that the line 
was restored at around 11pm 
Wednesday which helped the 
situation to improve to some extent 
yesterday.

The DESA high official also 
hoped that the power supply situa-
tion will remain steady throughout 
the next week.

Some other DESA officials said 
DESA's power supply could not 
cope with the high demand for 
power triggered by the unusually hot 
weather. 

Sources said line overloading 
problem also contributed to the poor 
power supply situation in the capital 
last week.

Despite huge development work 
of DESA's power supply system, the 
situation has been worsening every 
year, sources in DESA said.

Frequent blackout 
blotches life 
in city 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Hafizur Rahman who killed his wife 
and two sons in Badda in the city 
recently gave confessional state-
ment before Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Jagannath Das Khokon 
yesterday.

Detective Branch (DB) police, 
who are investigating the case, 
produced him before the CMM's 
court. The court sent him to Dhaka 
Central Jail after recording his 
statement.

In his statement, Hafiz described 
why and how he killed his wife 
Rokeya Begum, 30 and two sons -- 
11-year old Fahim Hasan and 
seven-month old Saem Hossain -- 
at his residence on the night of May 
9. The bodies were recovered two 
days later. 

Hafiz said he worked in Saudi 
Arabia as a driver for over five years 
and earned a handsome amount of 
money. He returned home one-and-
half years ago.

Hafiz said the money he earned 
abroad was taken away by his wife. 
Back home, he could not run his 

family with the money he was earn-
ing. 

He said, "The situation in the 
country and my earnings were not 
satisfactory for me and I decided to 
go to Saudi Arabia again.

"But my wife refused to give me 
the money. This soured our rela-
tions. On the day of the incident, 
there was heated exchange of 
words, which angered me. At one 
stage, in a fit of agrer, I grabbed her 
by the throat. She became uncon-
scious.

"I then slaughtered her with a 
sharp weapon. When my elder son 
Fahim Hasan came to know about 
her mother's death, I got angry and 
slaughtered him with the same 
weapon. Later, I thought about the 
future of my tiny tot and slaughtered 
him in the same way.

"I then locked the room and left 
the house. Now I realise what a 
heinous crime I have done", said 
Hafiz.

The partially decomposed bod-
ies were recovered two days after 
the murders.

Squabble over money 
led Hafizur to kill 
wife, children

REUTERS,Washington

 Members of Congress are demand-
ing answers on whether the U.S. 
government had enough informa-
tion to head off the Sept. 11 attacks, 
as the White House went into dam-
age control over disclosure that 
President George W. Bush received 
a warning in August of a possible 
plot to hijack U.S. planes. 

"Was there a failure of intelli-
gence? Did the right officials not act 
on the intelligence in the proper 
way? These are the things we need 
to find out," said House Democratic 
leader Richard Gephardt of 
Missouri on Thursday. 

North Carolina Democratic Sen. 
John Edwards said on ABC's "Good 

Morning America" there were three 
"enormous red flags" that should 
have sent alarm bells ringing. 

Alabama Republican Sen. 
Richard Shelby, vice chairman of 
the Senate Intelligence Committee, 
said he was troubled that the White 
House waited eight months to make 
the disclosure that Bush had 
received a warning. 

"There was a lot of information. I 
believe and others believe if it had 
been acted upon properly we may 
have had a different situation on 
Sept. 11, we don't know that," he 
said on NBC's "Today" show. 

The White House defended 
Bush's actions, saying the intelli-
gence he received in August while 
on vacation at his Texas ranch was 

of a generic quality about hijackings 
and did not say there was a chance 
planes would be used by Osama bin 
Laden followers as suicide bombs 
as they did to attack the World Trade 
Centre and the Pentagon. 

"This was a new type of attack 
that was not foreseen," White 
House spokesman Ari Fleischer 
said. 

The White House confessed that 
Bush had a pre-Sept. 11 warning 
about possible hijackings only after 
CBS News revea led  i t  on  
Wednesday night. Bush, who has 
enjoyed widespread popularity for 
his handling of 
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Congress demands answers 
about terror warnings
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A young man was shot dead and the 
body of an unidentified person was 
recovered in the city yesterday. 

Witnesses said a gang of gun-
men shot Selim, 22, near his house 
at Pallabi at about 5 pm. 

He was rushed to the Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital where he 
succumbed to his injuries in the 
evening. 

The victim's sister Shahida 
Khatun said when Selim came out of 
their house, five unidentified gun-
men took him to a nearby shop. They 
shot him there and fled immediately. 

She said her brother was a fruit 
seller at Mirpur section-11 bazar and 
that she did not know the motive 
behind the killing. 

The body was sent to the DMCH 
morgue for autopsy. 

When contacted, the duty officer 
at Pallabi thana said they knew 
about the incident, but he failed to 
give details. 

 Besides, police recovered the 
body of an unidentified man, aged 
about 25, from a waterbody at north 
Badda yesterday morning. His 
hands and legs were tied with a wire. 

Police suspected that miscreants 
killed him a few days ago and threw 
the body there. They sent it to the 
DMCH morgue for autopsy. 

The duty officer at Badda thana 
could not give details about the 
incident.

Fruit seller 
shot dead 
in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Petrobangla yesterday verbally 
asked the Titas gas authorities to 
seize documents regarding gas 
connection to two industries owned 
by meter reader Mahbubur 
Rahman.

The driver of the Titas jeep that 
was being used full time by Mahbub 
was suspended yesterday.

The move followed a report 
published in The Daily Star on 
Tuesday on the alleged ill-gained 
wealth of Mahbubur Rahman, also 
vice-president of Titas Gas unit of 
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Karmachari 
Union.

Mahbubur owns two industries-- 
Messrs Cotton Touch and Messrs 
Sarkar Chemical Industry, both in 
Shibpur. As per documents, both 
the industries are owned by 
Mahbub's father and wife and 
another partner.

The Sarkar Chemicals recently 
filed an application to Titas authori-
ties for gas connection. 

Previously, Sarkar Chemicals 
was named Century Chemicals-- 
officially owned by Mahbub's wife 
and father. But when Tk 1.5 crore 
gas bills accumulated, he renamed 
it Sarkar Chemicals. The authori-
ties are not trying to recover those 
bills, sources claimed.

Mahbub allegedly tampered 
meters of many industrial units in 
Narayanganj-Narsingdi areas and 
realised 'commission' from those. 
He owns two flats, a plot with a 
three-storey building and a car. His 
salary is Tk 3,735.

Order to seize 
papers of gas 
link to meter 
reader's units

Rejoinder 
and our reply
Basic Dredging Company Limited 
(BDCL) has contradicted some of 
the information of a news item 
published in The Daily Star on May 4 
under the heading "Dubious dredg-
ing deal".

It however admitted that a 
dredger of Indonesian origin left the 
country "in an unauthorised man-
ner" as was reported in the news 
item. It also said the project would 
be completed by the year 2003, 
although the job was scheduled for 
completion by June this year.

The BDCL in a statement said, 
"Basic Dredging Co Ltd (the first 
private sector enterprise owning 
dredgers) formed a joint venture 
with PT Rukindo, a pure Indonesian 
government undertaking, and 
submitted their offer for Mongla Port 
channel dredging. It was an interna-
tional tender and in two envelope 
system. PT Rukindo-Basic JV was 
evaluated the lowest bidder. There 
was no scope of any blessing from 
the shipping ministry and the joint 
venture was duly ratified by the 
Embassy of  Bangladesh in 
Indonesia and government of 
Indonesia on May 10, 2000."

"As far as technical capability 
was concerned, PT Rukindo, the 
largest dredging company in 
Southeast Asia and also a pure 
(Indonesian) government undertak-
ing has an experience of more than 
30 years in channel dredging. They 
even have a fleet of more than 
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