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RECOMMENDATIONS

Concert of

Classical Music
May 18

As part of their 'Cultural Events
2002, the Embassy of ltaly in
Bangladesh organises a
concert of classical music titled,
| Solisti Veneti' at 7:00 p.m. at
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

Pritom’s solo

May 9-15

Nurul Islam Pritom holds his
first solo art exhibition at the
Zainul gallery of Fine Arts
Institute in the city that is open
toallfrom2 p.m. to 8 p.m. daily.

Calligraphy
May4to15

Arifur Rahman, a calligraphy
artist holds his fifth solo
exhibition at the lobby of
National Museum in the city.
The exhibition displays around
fifty works, done in Arabic and
Bangla. The exhibition is open
from 10:30a.m. t0 5:00 p.m.

Japanese film

session

May 19-21

Rainbow Film Society has
organised a three-day long
Japanese Film Session, in
association with Goethe-
Institut. Filmshows start daily at
5:30 p.m. at the German
cultural center auditorium.
‘Andromedia’ and 'Doubles’ will
be screened on May 19,
'Ekiden' and 'HIMITSU-Secret'
on May 20 and 'The white collar
worker' and 'KEIZOKU
Unsolved cases' on May 21.

Photography on

ship breaking

May 18-29

R. Laarsen, a photographer
from Sweden and a teacher at
Pathshala Photography
School, holds a solo exhibition
in the city on issues of ship-
breaking in Bangladesh.
Through his works, Laarsen
raise questions those focus on
various hazardous and harmful
sides of the business including
matters of environmental
pollution caused by the
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Devdas makes it to Cannes

After Lagaan, the subcontinent aspires again

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New

Delni

HE Indian film industry
seldom ceases to be without
excitement.

Some weeks back, the industry
as well as the media had been
virtually swept off its feet when
Aamir Kharn-starrer Hindi mega
film "Lagaan" made it to the final five
entries for an Oscar award for the
best foreign film.

The disappointment of the film
not finally getting one was not
commensurate with the hoopla
simply because there was a recog-
nition, however silent, that "Lagaan”
was not Oscar stuff.

Exit"Lagaan" and the latest buzz
is about yet another celluloid recre-
ation of novelist Sarat Chandra
Chattopadhaya's classic work
"Devdas", both in Hindi and Bengali
which are set for commercial
releasein Indiain June.

The Hindi version directed by
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Sanjay Leela Bhansali has created
more stir than the Bengali one less
because it has in its cast another
famous Khan of BombayShah Rukh
(in the role of Devdas), Madhuri
Dixit (as Chandramukhi), model-
turned-actress Aishwariya Rai (as
Paro) and Jackie Shroff (as
Chunilal) and more because it has
been chosen for screening in non-
competitive section of Cannes Film
Festival beginning on May 20.

Bhansali, who already has two
mega hit films like "Hum Dil De
Chukey Sanam" and ""Khamoshi"
to his credit, is obviously delighted
by the selection of "Devdas" for the
Cannes festival. "It's a great honour
forme," he says.

The distributors of "Devdas" in
Hindi has scheduled its release in
June in a bid to capitalize on the
publicity blitz that is expected to
generate for its screening at
Cannes, filmindustry sources say.

But Bhansali's filming of
"Devdas" is likely to face competi-

tion from the latest celluloid produc-
tion of the novel in Bengali which
took is slated for release in Calcutta
in June. The Bengal version is
directed by another leading Hindi
film director Shakti Samant and
stars Prasenijit (as Devdas), Tapas
Pal (Chunilal), Indrani Haldar
(Chandramukhi) and Arpita Paul
(Paro).

Samant is not new to making
films in Bengali for many would
certainly remember his "Amanush"
and "Ananda Ashramboth starring
Uttam Kumar and Sharmila Tagore
and "Anusandhan" featuring
Amitabh Bachchan, Rakhi and
Amjad Khan.

Samanta admits fiim from no
other region of India can match the
budget of a Hindi one but is confi-
dent his celluloid version of
"Devdas" will be a box-office hit. He
is apparently unfazed by the pres-
ence of Bhansali's "Devdas" in
cinema halls in Calcutta around the
same time

The appeal of Sarat Chandra's
"Devdas" has not only transcended
generations of readers cutting
across ages but also film-makers in
both Bombay and Calcutta. In fact,
no other work of the authoror for that
any other writerhas been filmed so
many times.

The first screen adaptation of the
novel took place during the silent
era in 1928 and seven years later
the first talkies version of it came
from legendary director-actor
Pramathesh Barua who featured in
therole of "Devdas."

Director Dilip Roy recreated
"Devdas" on the screen in 1979
roping in a star-studded castUttam
Kumar (Chunilal), Soumitra
Chatterjee (in title role), Supriya
Choudhury (Chandramukhi) and
Sumitra Mukhopadhaya (Paro).

The first Hindi production of
"Devdas" was in 1953. Directed by
Bimal Roy, it starred Dilip Kumar
and Vyjantimala and Suchitra Sen
for whom it was the debut in Hindi
movies.

Apart from the commercial
success of the latest celluloid ver-
sions of "Devdas" in Hindi and
Bengali, what is most likely to hap-
pen is a comparison of the perfor-
mance of the actors and actresses
figuring in them with those who had
starred in the earlier films. It may not
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first ever art and crafts show

TAWFIQUE ALI

UPILS of Manarat rejoiced a

colourful and festive day on

May 4 with their art and
crafts display at the college pre-
mises by the magnificent bank of the
Gulshan lake. The institution spon-
sored such an event for the first
time. Participants, in the exhibition,
included students from class | up to
'A' level. The craftsmanship and
latent promise of these young
amateur artisans is manifested by
their ingeniously done artworks.
Their skill, imagination and creative
inclination, marked on a wide range
of art pieces, are appreciable. "The
little artists have accomplished
beyond what they were expected to.
We are even more inspired by the
number of participants," opined
some teachers' coordinating the
event.

The young artists have promi-
nently been found pre occupied
creating art on handicrafts, useful
household fancy items and finely
decorated pieces.

The handicrafts included cush-
ion cover, TV cover, handkerchiefs
and T-shirts decorated with needle-
work portraying various beautiful
forms and floral motifs. Traditional
motifs and rural landscape have
found place on these pieces. Some
other pieces to name are tablemat,
wall mat and purse beautified with
fine needlework.

An excellent variety of show-

Nurturing young artists

Manarat Dhaka International School and College holds its

Ly Y

Mujahida Lunceford, the principa ofthe college, inaugurates the craft show

pieces and paintings were compiled
for display. The collection was rich in
artistic value. Needle worked wall
mat, purse and hand made beautiful
Eid cards fascinated the viewers.
Showpieces made of nuts, painted
eggshells and matchsticks created
an added dimension to the display.
The list of showpieces further
encompassed flowers made of wax
and fabric, nestling birds, and
models of huts. Exquisitely
designed flower vases, depicting
traditional countryside and rural
landscape like farmer women
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pounding crops in their home yard,
indicate those young artists' imagi-
nation and admiration for their own
heritage. Potteries were adorned
with paint and glitter. Fanciful multi-
coloured candles and paintings on
glass, capturing floral and leafy
motifs, butterfly and some other
familiar objects evoked captivated
the viewers. A salad arrangement of
cucumber, carrots, jeweled with fine
artistic curving, which belonged to
the students of class VII, was really
impressive.

Tamanna, Maria, Mithila and

@he Baily Star

Fahmida, the students of class-V,
made hand stitch purse, cushion
cover, wall mat, tissue box, flower
vase and pottery decorated with
flowers.

Masfiqur Rahman, a student of
class Il, had a painting on the show.
His piece portrayed traditional ways
of life of Bangladesh. Rahatul Amin,
a student of class |, drew his piece
capturing a meandering brook by a
village lush-green with crops.
Tamim's picture delineates three
rural girls plucking flowers by ariver.
Samiha Tamanna captures a
colourful butterfly and exhausted
peasants taking nap under a tree.
Another peace by Oish is a typical
rural scene of vilage women pound-
ing paddy in a traditional way, with
thatched huts and a stake of hay at
the background.

While reflecting on the event,
principal of the college Mujahida
Lunceford said, " When we realized
that our pupils have latent talents
and experience in different areas of
art, we decided to hold an art and
crafts show. We have just offered
them a platform to bring out their
creativity, talent and artistic apti-
tude. Their response and perfor-
mance has been amazing and
beyond what they were expected
from. Though academic excellence
is our first priority, we encourage our
young gems to express their artistic
creativity."
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