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RECOMMENDATIONS

Concert of

Classical Music

May 18

As part of their 'Cultural Events
2002', the Embassy of Italy in
Bangladesh organises a
concert of classical music titled,
I Solisti Veneti' at 7:00 p.m. at

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.
Pritom’s solo

May 9-15

Nurul Islam Pritom holds his
first solo art exhibition at the
Zainul gallery of Fine Arts
Institute in the city that is open
toallfrom2 p.m. to 8 p.m. daily.

Calligraphy
May4to15

Arifur Rahman, a calligraphy
artist holds his fifth solo
exhibition at the lobby of
National Museum in the city.
The exhibition displays around
fifty works, done in Arabic and
Bangla. The exhibition is open

from 10:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Japanese film

session
May 19-21

Rainbow Film Society has
organised a three-day long

Japanese Film Session,

in

association with Goethe-
Institut. Filmshows start daily at
5:30 p.m. at the German
cultural center auditorium.
'‘Andromedia’ and 'Doubles’ will
be screened on May 19,
'Ekiden' and 'HIMITSU-Secret'
on May 20 and 'The white collar

worker' and

'KEIZOKU

Unsolved cases' on May 21.

Photography on

ship breaking

May 18-29

R. Laarsen, a photographer
from Sweden and a teacher at
Pathshala Photography
School, holds a solo exhibition
in the city on issues of ship-
breaking in Bangladesh.
Through his works, Laarsen
raise questions those focus on
various hazardous and harmful
sides of the business including
matters of environmental
pollution caused by the
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A brave step forward

Kangalini Sufia sparks spirit in the certificate awarding and
documentary screenlng of Steps Towards Development

SAIFUL ISLAM

HE evening of May 11, in
Goethe-Institut was like a
serene bath in rain. It was
pouring outside. The philosophical
songs of Kangalini Sufia drenched
the audience inside the institute
though the well-timed documenta-
ries on problems like the large
number of female garment workers
being workless, the rickshaw art
being threatened, and the gifted but
impoverished baul singers of Ban-
gladesh posed questions before the
viewers. And these questions were
raised by the new talents in docu-
mentary making who received their
certificates in the presence of
renowned artist Mustafa Monwar,
Borje Mattson, the ambassador of
Sweden in Bangladesh, Syed
Shujauddin Ahmed, Director Gen-
eral of National Institute of Mass
Communication (NIMCO). The chair
on the occasion was Bela Nabi.
Mustafa Monwar, a leading
personality in the cultural arena of
Bangladesh, shared his views about
documentary filmmaking. "The three
elements, important to documentary
film making are entertainment,
information, and presentation," he
added while emphasizing that the
work, not the man behind the docu-
mentary is to be thought about.
Ranjan Karmaker, in his welcome
note, informed that documentary is a
powerful media of these times. But
Mustafa Monwar said, "a man

Kangalini Sufia

the power to make any media pow-
erful." He thanked Steps for its
contribution to the enthusiastic
youths interested in documentary
making. The day was a success day
forthem as the films they made were
screened before a large audience
and the certificates being awarded
to them. The awarded young talents
are Elias Milan, Bapi Sarwar, Sanjay
Dey, Md. Shaheen Bin Abdul Hai,
Paul James Gomes, Faruque Amjad
Khan, Shahidul Islam Ripon, Bayzid
Kamal, and Shirin Sultana Onu.
Steps Towards Development has
been working in Video in Develop-
ment and Artistic Expression since
1993. With a vision to enhance
people's awareness of social justice
and equitable 500|ety Steps pro-

honest to his heart and thought has

duces different kinds of audio-visual
materials and these productions are
screened both directly in the com-
munity as well as through national
television channels.

The live show of Kangalini Sufia
on stage on the eveningm, a while
after the screening of the documen-
tary on her, flickered the audience
after the screening of the thought-
provoking documentaries on the
jobless female workers and rick-
shaw art.

Rickshaw art is a part of
Bangladeshi art, which had been
hitherto neglected. We do see
beautifully painted back-boards,
colourfully decorated hoods of the
rickshaw everyday, but our eyes are
so much used to it that it never struck
us that it is an important part of our
culture. The mobile Art Gallery and
Tales of One R.K. Das, makes us
aware of the lives of devoted artists
who have passed their times in
painting rickshaws but have never
been able to encounter the lustrous
path of fame. The documentary
focuses on the life and family of R.K.
Das, a pioneer rickshaw painter, as
a representative of the class of
painters who now are suffering
economically for the introduction of
modern printing of pictures on
boards and the government deci-
sion of reducing the number of
plying rickshaws in Dhaka.

Garments industries have con-
tributed a lot to our economy. But
thousands of industries are now
under threat due to the change of the

US policy in buying clothes from the
garments, as the US was the largest
buyer of our products. Hundreds of
female workers are now unem-
ployed, they were the largest part of
these industries that mushroomed
countrywide. The work in garments
saved these girls from early-
marriages, insecure motherhood,
suppression of the patriarchal
society, and gave them financial
freedom. Now the uncertainty of life
is waving them towards a dark
future. This is the message that we
find in the documentary In Search of
Future.

In Love Beggar, the life of the
epicenter of the work, Kangalini
Sufia, fascinates us. The audience is
amazed by her life, which is stranger
than fiction and her philosophy of life
veers through mysticism. Her popu-
lar numbers deal and explain her
philosophy, which is quite a food for
thought if taken seriously. Her defini-
tion of psyche, body, the progress of
life (the river of life in her words),
copulation, motherhood, song,
music, prayer, the relation to god,
truth, and wisdom lies at the centre
of her songs. This genius has so far,
toured China, Britain, Hong-Kong
and other countries and received
accolades and admiration but still is
in want of money. "My recent need is
a multi-visa of which | am refused
several times," she added with a
smile, she will be visiting Sweden
recently.
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United for a cause

Bangladesh Bird Club holds a daylong fair of bird watching,
painting competition, book and magazine display and quiz
competition at the campus of Rajshah/ University

CULTURE DEsK

ity as children, youth and elderly

persons gathered at the campus
of Rajshahi University on May 2,
along with members of Bangladesh
Bird Club at a day long fair of wild
birds at the green, wooded enclo-
sure of the institution.

The fair, result of an idea of the
bird club President Enam Ul Haq,
started at 8 a.m. at the library pre-
mises with exhibition of bird photo-
graphs and display of books, maga-
zines and international journals on
birds. Over thirty photographs,
taken by Enam, of different kinds of
local and guest birds of Bangladesh,
were put on show. Also on display
were 50 books of renowned authors
and bird experts including Salim Ali,
Dillon Ripley, James Audubon,
Roger Tory Peterson, Grimmett and
Inskipp. About a hundred issues of
international bird magazines with
titles like 'Birdwatch’, '‘Birdwatching’,
'‘Birdkeeper', 'Forktail', besides
journals of Oriental Bird Club, RSPB
and American Birdwatchers' Associ-
ation were kept at a corner for
general reading purpose.

The entire ground of the fair was
decorated with colourful banners
and festoons. Loudspeakers aired
recorded birdcalls of various pitches
and tones that transformed the
place into a wonderland of wild birds
and nature.

The other event of the fair that
generated interested among the
enthusiastic participants was the
bird-watching tour across wooded
paths of the well-conserved cam-
pus, led by Enam Ul Hagq. Different
species of birds like the Sterling,
Jungle and Bank Mynah, Oriole,
Subird, Flycatcher, Bulbul, Babbler,
Baya-weaver, Palm-swift, King-
fisher, Water-hen, Hawk-cuckoo,
Koel, Coucal, Pariah kite and Dove
were spotted at ease. At the marshy
opening and at adjoining locations,
the students and their guides spot-
ted to their excitement, specimens
of Open billed stork, White-eyed
buzzard and Paradise flycatcher.

I T turned out to be a day of festiv-

Photography exhibition at the fair pulls a good number of young people

known locally, as Dudh-raaj, a rare
species of the flycatcher family in
Bangladesh.

Painting competition on bird
topics took place among children
who had come with their guardians
to the fair. Mansur Khan, an artist
and a museum curator conducted
the competition. Eminent author
Hasan Azizul Haq gave away prizes
among winners.

A slide show on birds was
screened at the later half of the day
with narration from Enam Ul Haq

who conducted the demonstration.
Aquiz competition followed the slide
show. A few school students as well
as faculty members sportingly
joined hundreds of university stu-
dents in the interesting contest.

The entertaining bird fair came to
an end through a speech of thanks
from the Vice Chancellor of
Rajshahi Unviersity who invited the
visiting club members to repeat the
fair during winter months through
similar events.

breaking process == - Enam Ul Haq and others found a -
9p ) The Ambassador of Sweden addresses in praise of Steps activities Artist Mustafa Monwar speaks before the audience at the Goethe-Institut pair of white Paradise Flycatcher, Enthusiastic students of Rajshahi University watch birds at the fair
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