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RECOMMENDATIONS

Concert of
Classical Music

May 18

As part of their 'Cultural Events
2002', the Embassy of Italy in
Bangladesh organises a
concert of classical music titled,
'l Solisti Veneti' at 7:00 p.m. at
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

Monsur's Gallery
May 12

An art gallery of Professor
Monsur Ul Karim, a teacher of
Chittagong University Fine Arts
Department, is to be
inaugurated at 5:00 p.m. at
South Nalapara in the port city.
The gallery will remain open
from Saturday to Wednesday
from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and
on Thursday and Friday from
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. All are
invited to attend the opening
ceremony.

Pritom’s solo

May 9-15

Nurul Islam Pritom holds his first
solo art exhibition at the Zainul
gallery of Fine Arts Institute in
the city that is open to all from 2
p.m.to 8 p.m.daily.

Calligraphy
May4to15

Arifur Rahman, a calligraphy
artist holds his fifth solo
exhibition at the lobby of
National Museum in the city.
The exhibition displays around
fifty works, done in Arabic and
Bangla. The exhibition is open
from 10:30a.m. t0 5:00 p.m.

Syed Jahangir's
solo

April 18 to May 12

Featuring recent artworks, the
32nd solo art exhibition by Syed
Jahangir is going on at the
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts.The
exhibition will continue from 12
-8p.m.

Ahmed Nazir's

print exhibition
May 3to 12

City's Gallery Chitrak presents a
ten day long print exhibition by
Ahmed Nazir from May 3 at its
premises, House #21, Road #4,
Dhanmondi R/A. Eminent
artists Mohammad Kibria and
Shahid Kabir attended the
inauguration. The show is open
from10a.m.to9p.m.
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A melange of fashion and music

Artisti, a leading trendy fashion creator in the country’'s readymade apparels,

introduces its Brand Ambassador to public at a press briefing

TAWFIQUE ALI

good number of reporters

were apprised of Artisti

Collection's future market-
ing strategy on Friday evening at a
press briefing held in the city's Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. It was
disclosed in the meeting that Artisti
has entered into a one-year contract
with popular band vocalist Shafin
Ahmed, employing him as a Brand
Ambassador of the company. Incor-
porating a concept, according to the
organisers, of Brand Ambassador in
setting a fashion trend is something
new to the clients. Through a unique

blend of fashion and music they aim
at promoting Artisti brand locally as
well as internationally. Talking to this
correspondent, Managing Director
of Artisti, Tariqur Rahman said, 'In
the Western fashion world media
celebrity is a trendsetter. Promoting
a brand through such a strategy is
popular as well as common through-
out the western world. This strategy
is considered among fashion
houses as a fruitful means of mar-
keting. A Brand Ambassador has a
significant role to play in brand
promotion and conjuring a market.
Considering our future marketing
strategy in this light, we happily

ARTISY,

Shafin Ahmed (L) and Tariqur Rahman Milon (R) address the press briefing

making their respective points

shook hands with a celebrity of
country's music world like Shafin
Ahmed'.

Now Atrtisti Collection's hat is
adorned with a new feather of pride
incorporating the idea of Brand
Ambassador in brand promotional
drive. He further informed that they
have plans to develop an on-time
marketing site that will be character-
ised with a melange of fashion and
music in a series. The series will be
meant for the younger generations.
Advantageous aspect of commis-
sioning a celebrity in marketing
campaign is that a celebrity's popu-
lar psychological command over his
or her admirers remarkably facili-
tates laying of a successful grip on
the market.

Along side fashion designing,
Artisti has also set a trend in market-
ing communications. During a span
of six years' time it has been suc-
cessful to conquer a range of socio-
economic segments of consumers
by dint of their innovative and tradi-
tional modes of promotion. It has
been able to create a glamour it has
brought in with its fashion shows,
shop decors and colourful visuals in
print media. With its futuristic vision
it has agreeably attached
readymade apparel industry to
fashion, trends, design and glam-
our.

Artisti creation endeavour to
combine painstaking original design
and high quality raw materials. A
comprehensive range of clothes,
tirelessly created by a set of trendy
designers, encompasses clothing
for any occasion of any combina-
tion, mood or style.

It has been learnt from Artisti
mentors that the fashion house has
so far remained fastidious as far
quality control is concerned.
Throughout the entire line of pro-
duction, it imposes a strict and
creative supervision through a well-
equipped and integrated system to
ensure quality. In this view it has a
set of quality assurance goal to
achieve.

Now it has been six years since
an ambitious fashion dream called
Artisti, came into being. Since its
inception in the country's fashion
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world it has been aspiring to acquire
a distinction and business acumen
to stand on an equal footing with
other established trendy fashion
brands. Artisti Collection is one of
the pioneering fashion houses to
usher the concept of chic fashion in
the country. It has undertaken an
arduous job of inculcating fashion
trends in the neglected local market.
It strives to work out innovative
approaches, dynamism, quality
control and personalised customer
service in order to gain the ground
as an ideal trendsetter in the fashion
arena of the country and beyond.

in the city

r;

PHOTOS: ANISUR RAHMAN
Shafin Ahmed, new Brand Ambassador of Artisti, shakes hand with the
company's Managing Director Tariqur Rahman Milon at the press briefing

Artisti's brand admirers cover a wide
range of clothings including those
for children, young professionals,
businessmen, diplomats and media
celebrities.

In recognition to its worthy per-
formance in the apparel world,
Artisti has won the 1st prize in DITF
2002 in category of best stall, quality
product and best presentation.
Artisti Collection confidently dreams
of bringing about an enviable posi-
tion in designs, products, services
and specialisation to earn the coun-
try acclamation in trendy clothing.

@he Baily Star

Farewell to a poetic

genius

Kaifi Azmi expires at 82 in Mumbai

CULTURE DESK

ASSING away of renowned

Urdu poet and film lyricist

Kaifi Azmi drops a pall of
gloom upon the entire cultural
community of India, specially in
Mumbai, not to mention of others
across the subcontinent.

Kaifi Azmi was counted among
the leading progressive poets of this
part of the world who have firmly
established the linkages between
poetry and life. Like all the poets who
are affiliated to the Progressive
School of Poetry, Kaifi did not have
any deference for the art, be it
poetry, fiction, drama or any other
fine art, that did not reflect the socio-
political realities of its time. As a
progressive poet Kaifi felt that in an
exploitative social system a poet has
to perform a significant role, inspir-
ing people to bring about changes in
social order. Such considerations
make the poetry one of the means to
transform an unjust social system
into a just society. Like most others
of his rank, Kaifi Azmi was commit-
ted to Marxism and it was expected
from such a poet that he spread the
tenets of socialism through poetry.
Kaifi had been doing this for more
than half a century till recent times.

In an autobiographical write-up
published in India, the late poet had
written that he was not aware of his
date of birth, but added, 'About
myself | can only say this much with
confidence that | was born in the
enslaved India, became old in the
Independent India and would die in
the Socialist India'. Born in a
zamindar family, Kaifi grew up in a
circle that was deeply grounded in
literary culture. Although his father
was not a poet or writer himself but
his literary taste was very refined.
The three elder brothers were poets.
Such a milieu was very propitious for
a sensitive kid like Kaifi to turn a poet
himself. His carrier of an amateur
poet started at the age of 11.

Kaifi, following trend of Urdu
poets, began as a ghazal writer
cramming his poetry with the oft-
repeated themes of love and
romance in a style that was replete
with cliched similes and metaphors.
The choice of his themes did not
leave much scope for him to make

The late poet Kaifi Azmi

rich his poetic creations aestheti-
cally. In many of his poems use of
speech was a bit louder and the style
was direct and closer to rhetoric. Yet,
Kaifi's poetry could be called as plain
propaganda. It had its own merits,
intensity of emotions, and in particu-
lar, the spirit of sympathy and com-
passion towards the disadvantaged
section of society were the hall-
marks of his poems. Kaifi's poems
were notable for rich imagery and in
this respect his contribution to Urdu
poetry could hardly be overstated
thatwould continue till ages.

As a lyricist, he contributed in
films like Heer Ranjha, Kaghaz Ke
Phool, Haqeeqat, Hanstey Zakhm,
all of which gained tremendous
popularity in those days. Kaifi had
won various awards from national
and international institutions. Some
of the awards included Uttar
Pradesh Urdu Academy Award,
Soviet Land Nehru Award, Sahitya
Academy Award, Maharashtra State
Urdu Academy's Special Award for
the contribution to Urdu literature,
and Afro-Asian Writers' Commit-
tee's Lotus Award. Published works
of poetry of the late talent included
Jhankar, Aakhir-E-Shab, Aawara
Sajdey, Iblees Ki Majlis-E-Shoora
Doosra ljlas.
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