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Russel comes to
Lanka's rescue

AFP, Chester-Le-Street

Russel Arnold's quickfire hundred
guided Sri Lanka to the safety of a
draw after the tourists had been
made to follow-on by Durham on the
third and final day of their match
here Thursday.

Arnold warmed up for next
Thursday's first Test against
England at Lord's with an accom-
plished 112 as Sri Lanka reached
282 for four in their second innings.

Veteran batsman Aravinda de
Silva, whose 53 was the only score
of note in Sri Lanka's first innings,
finished the match with an unbeaten
63.

Earlier Sri Lanka were skittled
out before lunch for 167 in their first
innings in reply to Durham's impos-
ing 469.

But any hopes Durham had of
running through the Sri Lankans for
a second time were dashed after tea
as de Silva and Hashan Tillekeratne
put on an unbroken stand of 86 for
the fifth wicket to see out the draw.

Jaffer, Dravid
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pace.

TEAMS

WEST INDIES: Carl Hooper, Chris
Gayle, Wavell Hinds, Ramnaresh
Sarwan, Brian Lara, Shivnarine
Chanderpaul, Ridley Jacobs, Mervyn
Dillon, Adam Sanford, Pedro Collins,
Cameron Cuffy.

INDIA: Sourav Ganguly, Shiv Das,
Wasim Jaffer, Rahul Dravid, Sachin
Tendulkar, Venkatsai Laxman, Ajay
Ratra, Anil Kumble, Javagal Srinath,
Zaheer Khan, Ashish Nehra.

Umpires: David Shepherd (Eng-
land) and Russell Tiffin (Zimbabwe).

What to watch

FROM PAGE 13
Highlights
Taped Version at 6:30 pm
West Indies vs India
Fourth Test, Day Two
Live at 8:05 pm

WHiZZ KID-168
winner
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Army Chief Lt Gen M Harun-Ar-Rashid and Chief of Naval Staff Rear Admiral A Taher are seen with the winners of the
Getco Victory Day golf tournament at the Savar Golf Club yesterday.

Cricket

AFP, Bangalore

India's pubs and bars are gearing up
for the World Cup with big screens,
quizzes and "soccer cocktails" as
they seek to pull in punters more
attuned to the importance of silly
mid-off than offside.

Cricket is India's game, but the
hype surrounding the World Cup
which kicks off in Japan and South
Korea in three weeks has generated
interest beyond the ghettos of
football fandom in West Bengal and
Kerala states.

In the southern city of Bangalore,
noted for its software companies
and pub culture, bar owners are
competing to come up with the best
packages for drawing in customers.

"Football cannot be enjoyed by
sitting at home all alone," said Ashok
Sadhwani, owner of Pub World in
downtown Bangalore.

"People love to watch soccer in
an environment which is a bit noisy
and with people screaming at every
move."

Pub World has called in an event
management company which has
recommended installation of a
large-screen television and the
introduction of special cocktails
named after particular teams and
players.

"The aim is to create a big noisy
atmosphere where everyone can
get their money's worth," Sadhwani
said.

Black Cadillac, one of the oldest
pubs in the city, is in talks with a
liquor company to sponsor their
World Cup evenings.

"One idea we are toying around
with is offering free pitchers of beer
to customers who guess the final
scoreline or the names of the
goalscorers," said Black Cadillac
manager Ranjit Narang.

"There will also be free T-shirts
with pictures of famous players
embossed on them and other gifts,"
Narang said.

Black Cadillac already has a big
screen which shows live Formula
One races, cricket and football.

So intense is the competition for
punters that some pub owners
refused to disclose their promotion
plans.

"This business is very competi-
tive. If | say this is what | am going to
do then everybody else will do it,"
said Jay Singh, owner of 180 Proof
which was set up two years ago.

"I am talking to some of the
sponsors and plan to hold a big
eventfor the final," Singh said.

Bars like 180 Proof and Pub
World attract about 200 customers
daily and 500 at weekends.

"This will shoot up by at least 50
percent when the World Cup finals
are on," said Sadhwani.

Soccer making its way

India bowed out of the World Cup
qualifiers in the very first qualifying
round. The game is not played in
most parts of the country, apart from
the eastern state of West Bengal
and southern states of Goa and
Kerala.

However, an estimated 40 million
Indians tuned in to the 1998 finals in
France, and that figure is expected
torise significantly this time around.

India's largest television maker,
BPL Ltd. which manufactures about
1.2 million television sets anually,
said it had launched a mega con-
sumer promotion to leverage the
expected upswing in sales during
the World Cup Football.

The company has launched
"BPL Colours of Brazil Shootout"
aimed at "creating excitement
around BPL colour televisions".

"Our consumer feedback has
shown that the most exciting team
for the Indian football fan is Brazil,"
said the company's chief operating
officer Ajay Baijal.

The promotion offers a football
videogame console or a Brazilian
team shirt with every purchase of a
BPL colourTV.

"For this campaign, BPL has
earmarked a budget of over sixty
million rupees (1.2 million dollars)
as part of the entire marketing and
promotional activities," Baijal said.

Pabna cricket

OUR CRRESPONDENT, Pabna

Ekok Sangha and Radhanagar
Cricket Club won their respective
matches in the Pepsi First Division
Cricket League yesterday.

In the first match at the Pabna
Stadium, Ekok defeated Ovijatree
Cricket Club by eight wickets.

Batting first, Ovijatree scored 84
runs alloutin 32.2 overs.

In reply, Ekok reached the target
of 85 runs for five in 26 overs.

In the other match, Radhanagar
beat Durdom Sporting Club by four
wickets at the Pabna Edward
College ground.

Winning the toss, Durdom
decided to bat first and made 155
runs alloutin 38.4 overs.

In reply, Radhanagar managed
156 runs for six wickets in 34.1 overs.

Flemo on the
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checked out and were not thought to
be true.

"My feeling is that | do not think
we were a target for that suicide
bomber," he said.

"Obviously it is a very unsettled
place and things are occurring there
allthetime."

Fleming said aborting the tour
was the correct thing to do. "It was
definitely the right decision," he said.
"The team thanks Martin Snedden
(the NZC chief executive) and the
Pakistan Cricket Board for making
the arrangements so quickly."

He said the important thing now
was for the players to get back with
their loved ones and return to normal
before considering the future.

New Zealand are due to leave for
a tour of the West Indies in three
weeks, but Fleming said it was too
early to say if any of the players
would pull out of that trip.

"After we've been through what
we have been through, there hasn't
been a lot of time to consider the
West Indies," he said.

Snedden said the NZC would
allow all the players to spend the
next few days to settle back into their
normal routines. "Then we will start
talking and listening, more impor-
tantly, about the coming issues like
the tour of the West Indies," he said.

New Zealand were whitewashed
3-0in the one-day series in Pakistan
and heavily beaten by an innings
and 324 runs in the first Test in
Lahore.

MSC, Biman
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Bangladesh Biman could not be
held yesterday due to unplayable
ground condition following heavy
early morning rain.

The match will now take place at
the Bangabandhu National Stadium
today.

Sourav questions

Agassi storms into semis

IO Tennis

AFP, Rome

Andre Agassi played some breath-
taking tennis Friday as he beat
Albert Costa of Spain 6-2, 6-2 to
book a place in the semifinals of the
2.8-million-dollar ATP Masters
Series event, one of the few titles to
elude himin hisillustrious career.

Agassi, ranked nine here, will
now play Jiri Novak of the Czech
Republic who had earlier saved
three match points before beating
American James Blake 3-6, 7-6, 6-4
in a far more keenly-contested
encounter.

Victory on Saturday will put
American Agassi into his second
Roman final and his first for 13 years
when he lost to Alberto Mancini after
having a Championship point.

"l felt great today," admitted
Agassi who was a class apart from
Costa even though his opponentis a
clay court specialist. "I could not be

more pleased with the way things
proceeded."

Agassi, the father of a baby son
Jaden by his wife Steffi Graf, said: "
had an advantage because he
(Costa) has two beautiful twin girls
so that means he gets twice as less
sleep as me. | didn't expect it to go
quite sowell."

Earlier Novak had to dig deep but
still needed a large dose of good
fortune to oust Blake, the
dreadlocked American whose good
looks have earned him a big female
following at the Foro Italico.

Blake, who has surprised even
himself at his form on the red clay at
the Foro ltalico, can consider him-
self unlucky not to reach the semi-
final stage, losing his first match
point thanks to a fluke from 14th-
seed Novak.

"| felt a little bit sorry for him
because he was better in the first
and the second set," admitted
Novak. "l wasn't better than him in
the tie-break, | just had the luck
because he had three match points
againstme."

Blake said: "I am disappointed
not to win after three match points
but | can't be too disappointed
because | thought | played an OK
match.

"l am not disappointed with how |
played the match points - one was a
bit lucky because it hit the tape but
he made the shot for that to happen.

"He played better in the third set -
he put pressure on me and never
faltered atall."

Blake won the first set easily
enough but then Novak took control
of the second, moving 4-2 up.

But Blake broke back and took
the Czech into a tie-breaker and first
served for the match at 6-4.

On his first match point he had
Novak floundering at the back of the
court but the Czech's desperate
shot flicked up off the net for a lucky
winner, deceiving Blake who was
poised to finish off the match at the
net.

Novak apologised for his good
fortune and saved two further match
points before taking the set at the
first time of asking.
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