DHAKA SUNDAY MAY 5, 2002

RECOMMENDATIONS

-

Calligraphy
May4to15

Arifur Rahman, a calligraphy
artist holds his fifth solo
exhibition at the lobby of
National Museum in the city.
The exhibition displays around
fifty works of the artist, which
have been done in Arabic and

Bangla.

Cultural evening

May 5

Acultural ceremony will be held
at the auditorium of Osmany
Memorial Hall in the city as part
of the ongoing 'Bangladesh
Muktijuddho Utsav'. Events will
startfrom 7:00 p.m.

Photography
May3to§

A three daylong photography
exhibition entitled Tati Para, as
part of a foundation course on
photography, concludes today
at the city's Gallery 21, 765,
Satmasjid Road, at 8 p.m.

Syed Jahangir's

solo

April 18 to May 9

Featuring recent artworks, the
32nd solo art exhibition by Syed
Jahangir started at the Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts.The
exhibition will continue
everyday from 12-8 p.m.

Shabin
Shabhriar's fourth

solo

May1to7

A weeklong painting exhibition
by Shabin Shahriar opens at
Zainul Gallery of Fine Arts
Institute, University of Dhaka.
Artists Abdus Sattar and
Professor Abdul Matin Sarkar
inaugured the exhibition.

Ahmed Nazir's
print exhibition
May 3to 12

City's Gallery Chitrak presents
a ten day long print exhibition
by Ahmed Nazir from May 3 at
its premises, House #21, Road
# 4, Dhanmondi R/A. Eminent
artists Mohammad Kibria and
Shahid Kabir attended the
inauguration. The show is open
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CD launching

Priceless gift

RCD Concern offers a valuable compilation of Bangladeshi art
history, a work of huge magnitude, first ever in Bangladesh

SAIFUL ISLAM

HE pages document
history, the history that
contains visions,
dreams, passion, and lives of
some people who excelled in
art. The pages are not leafs of a
book. They are patterns of a
multimedia CD, perhaps the
best available gift of technology
these days, offering and cele-
brating a glorious part of the
cultural history of Bangladesh.
The soft launching of this great
work marveled the invited
speakers (artists like Shishir
Bhatt-acharjee, Aminul Islam,
art lover Carl Reuter, and thea-
tre-man Nasir Uddin Yousuff)
and an audience comprising of
journalists, artists, and peoplein
love with art at the British Coun-
cilinthe eve of April 29, 2002.
Art and Artsts of Bangladesh,
a complete multimedia compila-
tion on fine arts of Bangladesh

catalogue of 1500 paintings,
exclusive close-ups on four
Maestros (Zainul Abedin,
Qumrul Hassan, S.M. Sultan,
and Shafiuddin Ahmed), in-
depth articles on artists (by
gifted art critics), rare photo-
graphs that might help to have a
glimpse of the artist who gave
birth to fabulous art works,
historical sketch of Fine Arts in
Bangladesh (that straddles over
thousand years), exclusive
video footage, information
about art institutes (off-course a
moveable feast to the novices
and the masters), comprehen-
sive listing of art galleries, and
last but not the list background
music ( music that smells of the
grass and clay of Bangladesh,
folk music). It has got four sec-
tions, namely artists, plates,
close up, and timeline systemat-
ically dividing the aforesaid
resources of Bangladeshi Fine
Arts. The layouts are done in

_,,H e

r.". :"'I'_'Hr'pr-'-'lf:;l' Vi

LA

Cartoonist Shishir Bhattacharya speaks at the ceremony

So, doesn't it sound incredi-

PTISTS I
of Bangladesh

'timedia Compilation

kind of wonderment by the

contains profiles of 159 artists,

eye-soothing colours and are
quite easy to browse through.
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speech referred to the same

Director of the British Council,
and every member of the audi-
ence found it the same. The
very precision of the work, the
huge details and infos that are
woven into the patterns of the
CD made it a comprehensive
piece where the piecing
together of the history of the
Fine arts of Bangladesh is done
with utmost sincerity. The CD
journeys over the massive pile
of the events of Bangladeshi art
and presents it in an easy and
user-friendly medium.

It is true that Bangladesh is
bursting with people having
enormous potential. Few days
ago in a prize giving ceremony a
veteran artist claimed that
almost every child in Bangla-
desh sketches. Carl in his
speech alluded to his very first
experience in Bangladesh, 'a

The British Council Auditorium
5 Fuller Road Dhaka

works,' is something
quintessentially Bangladeshi,
because 'artis embedded in the
psyche' of the people of this part
of the world. Contemporary
Bangladeshi art is now keeping
pace with the west in its own
way, and this CD could be an
excellent medium by which we
can inform the art lovers of the
world about the achievements
of Bangladeshi Fine Arts.
Aminul Islam informs that this
CD will be updated from time to
time, and the profiles of 159
artists include artists dating
back from the past to the pres-
ent. Since independence the
need to record events of fine
arts was a necessity, and 'thisis
first ever in Bangladesh that a
significant work like this has
happened piecing together the
remarkable assets of Bangla-
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Fashion house promotes

craftsmanship

Silk producer from Chapai
Nawabganj receives award

CULTURE DESK

BANGLA—R Mela, a

fashion house of

traditional and
contemporary dresses, has
crossed its maiden year and to
mark the occasion honored a
craftsman from Chapai
Nawabganj, Kushanath Das,
who received the prize from
eminent artist Rafiqunnabi on
May 3 at a ceremonial event that
took place at Bananiin the city.
Management of Bangla-r Mela
have further decided to honor
personalities, those who have
expertise and contribution in
fields of traditional
craftsmanship of local clothing
items. The award includes a
cash prize of taka five thousand
and acrest.

Honored Kushanath is a pro-
ducer of top quality silk that is
used for the production of vari-
ous types of dress items includ-

ing sari and Punjabi.
Kushanath, who is in his 30's,
has, so far, shown considerable
degree of maturity and innova-
tive idea in his work of silk pro-
duction. He has totally avoided
any use of chemical in weaving
procedures, instead, has relied
on vegetable dye. Top NGOs
like BRAC and Grameen have
used his technology in experi-
mental projects those have pro-
duced satisfactory result.
Bangla-r Mela started its jour-
ney on May 3 of 2001 when a
small group of entrepreneurs
including reputed designer and
artist Emdad Haque and fashion
designer Bibi Russell joined
hands to render service to the
people of the country through
their fine quality clothing made
out of Grameen fabrics. As

Supermodel Vendella wears
Bangladeshi silk dress

men of the country in the years
to come. Bangla-r Mela firmly
believes that through this proc-
lamation the organization would
be able to encourage people to
take this art form in a serious

daily from 10a.m. 109 p.m. &l truck carrying building materials ~ desh’ says Shishir Bhatt- | Emdad Haque said, 'We will con- r;:g’:g;"\‘,’v?cigl uwserIodf t?ggﬂfgﬁg
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