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Leeds to play 
down under 
AFP, Sydney 

English Premier League side Leeds 

United are scheduled to play a one-

off match in Melbourne in July, 

according to press reports. 

Opposition for Leeds, which 

boasts Australian internationals, 

Mark Viduka and Harry Kewell, is 

yet to be confirmed but several 

international and local clubs are 

under consideration, the Sun-

Herald newspaper reported. 

Leeds are believed to have 

promised a full-strength squad, but 

doubts surround Kewell's involve-

ment, whose previous experiences 

with private match promoters here 

have turned sour. 

Argentine loves 
favourites tag 
AFP, Buenos Aires 

Director general of Argentina's 
football delegation Jose Pekerman 
said Marcelo Bielsa's side had 
never boasted of being the best 
although many have tipped them to 
win this year's World Cup finals. 

Argentina are arguably the 
favourites for the May 31 to June 
30 football extravaganza in Korea 
and Japan though defending 
champions France, Italy, and even 
an underachieving Brazil, are 
some people's tip for the 2002 title. 

Pekerman told La Nacion news-
paper that he was proud Argentina 
were considered to be among the 
favourites but added that Bielsa 
and his players had never been 
show-offs. 

R fans abuse 
Scolari 
AFP, Rio de Janeiro 

The demands to include veteran 
striker Romario in the Brazilian 
World Cup squad continued when 
coach Luiz Felipe Scolari was 
hounded by some 70 fans outside 
the headquarters of the Brazilian 
football federation (CBF) on Friday 
night. 

Scolari was at the CBF's base to 
discuss the final squad for the May 
31 to June 30 event in Korea and 
Japan which is to be announced on 
Monday. 

"Ay, Ay, Ay, Romario has been 
picked!" they screamed in frustra-
tion at Scolari, who has continually 
hinted the last few weeks that 
Romario, Brazil's 1994 World Cup 
winning striker, will not be included 
in his final 23. 

Scolari was sworn at and pushed 
and shoved by fans on his way to his 
car where the most enthusiastic 
protesters continued to demand 
Romario's inclusion. 

Scolari has tried to avoid giving 
in to enormous pressure at includ-
ing the 36-year-o ld former 
Barcelona star but according to a 
correspondent from the normally 
well-informed newspaper 'O Globo', 
he may change his tune and name 
Romario on Monday. 

The press adviser of Romario, at 
Vasco da Gama's Sao Januario 
Stadium, said he was glad at the 
positive support but was not happy 
about any physical intimidation. 

"Any show of support is welcome 
and I'm happy to see people want-
ing Romario's inclusion but I con-
demn violent protests which harm 
people," Romario's adviser said on 
the player's behalf. 

Ecuador warm 
up well 
AFP, Guayaquil 

Ecuador completed a 1-0 victory 
over the country's popular club side 
Barcelona here on Friday night in 
their last World Cup warm-up on 
home soil thanks to a last-minute 
goal. 

Striker Carlos Tenorio scored in a 
match marred by the sending off of 
Tenorio's namesake and midfielder 
Edwin three minutes before the 
break for insulting referee Pedro 
Ramos. 

The match, in front of 45,000 
fans, also served as a celebration of 
the club's 77th anniversary last 
Wednesday, the same day Ecuador 
f e l l  2 - 1  t o  B r a z i l i a n  c l u b  
Internacional de Porto Alegre. 

Carlos Tenorio sped into the 
area, beat a defender for speed 
before winning a one-on-one situa-
tion with the keeper for the winning 
goal. 

Ecuador meet Italy, Croatia and 
Mexico in first round Group G at the 
May 31 to June 30 football extrava-
ganza. 

The Ecuador squad now start a 
tour which takes them to the USA 
and Europe before settling into their 
World Cup base at Tottori, Japan on 
May 21. 

On Wednesday they meet 
Yugoslavia and AC Milan on 
Saturday, both matches in the USA, 
before they fly to Europe for a May 
14 friendly against Atletico Madrid in 
Spain. Possible matches could take 
place in Japan against Senegal and 
a local side but they are yet to be 
finalised. 

Security 
beefed 
up for Korea 
AFP, Seoul 

An armed police guard was put on 
the South Korean football team 
Saturday and players have also had 
their hotel telephone lines cut, 
according to reports. 

The luxury hotel on the island of 
Jeju where the national squad have 
started final preparations for the 
World Cup has been sealed off and 
an armed detachment of police is 
protecting the team, officials said. 

The hotel will be used by England 
later this month when they arrive to 
acclimatise to conditions in South 
Korea and Japan before the tourna-
ment starts on May 31. 

Dutch head coach Guus Hiddink 
is now trying to keep his players 
under wraps as football fever mounts 
in South Korea. 

The Korean Football Association 
(KFA) has warned of sanctions being 
taken if the media seek unauthorised 
interviews with players. A spokes-
man said this was to "reduce pres-
sure" on the players. 

According to Yonhap news 
agency, the KFA has ordered outside 
phone connections cut from all 
rooms in the Paradise Hotel. And 
Hiddink has told players to ignore 
questions raised by reporters. 

Hiddink told reporters that he 
would give occasional interviews but 
the media must stay away from 
closed practice sessions. The coach 
was angry when many reporters 
went to a closed training session 
before a recent friendly with China. 

Zidane doubtful 
against Mallorca
AFP, Madrid 

French footballing superstar 
Zinedine Zidane could be ruled out 
of Real Madrid's crucial La Liga 
clash with Real Mallorca on 
Sunday because of the sore ribs 
that forced him off  during 
Wednesday's Champions League 
semifinal with Barcelona. 

The 29-year-old's participation 
in the match, which Real need to 
win and hope leaders Valencia slip-
up at Malaga to give them a chance 
of retaining the title in the last match 
of the season, will be decided 
during Saturday's training session. 

Madrid's medical staff said the 
injury was not serious. 

AFP, London 

Manchester United defender Gary 
Neville said Friday he was coming to 
terms with missing the World Cup 
finals because of a broken bone in 
his left foot. 

He had earlier informed the 
Football Association (FA) that he 
would not be fit in time. 

Neville's hopes of playing at the 
finals in Japan and South Korea 
were left in tatters when he broke a 
metatarsal bone in his left foot 
dur ing Manchester Uni ted's 
Champions League semi-final first 
leg with Bayer Leverkusen last 
month. 

The 27-year-old full-back said he 
was disappointed but the pain was 
easing at missing the finals. 

"I've decided I won't be fit in time 
to play in the first game in June," he 
said. 

"I've spoken to Sven Goran 
Eriksson and obviously I'm disap-
pointed. But it's something I've 
come to terms with pretty quickly 
after last week after getting the 
injury. 

"It's something I can't do any-
thing about and it is a big disappoint-
ment. 

"I've decided I won't be fit in time 
to play in the first game in June," he 
told MUTV, Manchester United's 
own television station. 

"I had felt the injury firstly against 
Paraguay the week before for 
England," Neville explained. 

"It was a strange feeling in my 
foot and I'd never had that feeling 

before. 
"I then played at Chelsea on the 

Saturday and after 75 minutes at 
Chelsea I was struggling. 

"After the game I lay on the 
treatment table in Chelsea's dress-

ing room and we decided then that I 
would go for an X-ray and a scan on 
the Monday morning, which I did. 

"The X-ray came back showing 
just bone bruising so it was OK. I did 
a full practice match on the Tuesday 
morning before the Leverkusen 
match and there was no problem at 
all. 

"I went into the game on 
Wednesday, the first 15 minutes I 
warmed up, no problem. 

"I just went in for a challenge and 
people said I did it in the challenge, 
but I never touched him and he 
never touched me. 

"It was just when I got up I felt a 
different pain from the Saturday. 

"I thought it was just bone bruis-
ing and stayed on limping like a fool 
for three or four minutes. 

"The club surgeon came down to 
the treatment room and said straight 

away that it was broken." 
Earlier Friday, in a statement 

issued by the FA, England boss 
Eriksson said: "This is a cruel blow 
not only for Gary Neville but also for 
England. 

"Gary is not just a very good 
football player but he has also been 
a loyal member of the team. I feel 
very sorry for him," the Swede 
added. 

"Competing at a World Cup is the 
pinnacle of any player's career and 
there are not that many opportuni-
ties to take part in the finals. 

"For Gary to lose out at this time 
is obviously a huge disappointment 
to us all." 

As soon as his injury happened it 
seemed as if Neville's chances of 
making the finals in Japan and 
South Korea had disappeared with 
doctors saying he needed at least 
six weeks to recover. 

His injury was similar to that 
suffered by his best friend, United 
team-mate and England captain 
David Beckham. 

But the midfielder sustained his 
injury in a Champions League 
quarter-final on April 10 and is 
expected to learn his fate over the 
weekend. 

Neville's injury could, ironically, 
leave the door open to a World Cup 
place for his brother Phil when 
Eriksson announces his squad on 
Thursday. 

He would now appear to be 
competing with Liverpool's Jamie 
Carragher for a place although his 
United team-mate Wes Brown could 
also take one of the defensive 
berths. 

However, Leeds' Danny Mills 
would seem to be first in line to take 
over from Gary Neville at right back. 

Gary trying to get over it 
AFP, Seoul 

FIFA vice-president Chung Mong-
Joon on Saturday accused world 
football governing body leader Sepp 
Blatter of misusing a planned trip to 
North Korea to boost his bid for re-
election. 

Chung, co-chairman of the South 
Korean World Cup organising 
committee, said that he and another 
rival of the FIFA president would 
stage their own visit to Pyongyang 
before the World Cup finals start on 
May 31. 

The South Korean soccer sup-
remo renewed his attack on Blatter 
on returning from an explosive FIFA 
executive meeting in Zurich which 
aired corruption allegations against 
several top football officials. 

Blatter is due to visit North Korea 
on Monday and Tuesday in a bid to 
persuade the Stalinist state to get 
involved in the World Cup which 
starts in less than four weeks. 

Chung, who has been strongly 
involved in attempts to engage the 
North through sport, told reporters: 
"The visit to the North should be part 
of a project for football development 
but it has strong political overtones 
aimed at the FIFA presidential 

election. 
"I am not accompanying him 

because I don't support Mr Blatter 
and on top of this, I was not con-
sulted." 

Chung said that he and African 
Football Confederation leader Issa 
Hayatou would stage a rival trip to 

Pyongyang this month. Hayatou is 
standing against Blatter in the FIFA 
presidential election to be held at a 
congress in Seoul on May 28 and 
29. 

Chung said he would go to the 
North alone if Hayatou was unable 
to go. 

Blatter will try to persuade the 
North Korean authorities to allow a 
delegation of North Korean coaches 

and players to watch World Cup 
matches in the rival South and 
Japan, the co-hosts. 

Chung said he would also dis-
cuss the invitation with North 
Korean sports officials. 

Blatter's trip could be in doubt 
following the stormy FIFA executive 
meeting on Friday at which FIFA 
general secretary Michel Zen-
Ruffinen submitted a report contain-
ing allegations of corruption within 
FIFA that could lead to criminal 
charges against two executive 
committee members. 

He also alleged misleading 
accounting and conflicts of interests 
that need to be seriously looked at. 

Chung was among five of FIFA's 
seven vice-presidents in Zurich who 
called on Blatter to resign because 
of the crisis facing the body. 

Blatter refused, insisting that 
only the FIFA congress could dis-
miss him. 

Chung said in Seoul that "Zen 
Ruffinen unveiled a huge amount of 
loss caused by FIFA's financial 
mismanagement. This is a situtation 
where our common sense dictates 
that President Blatter, who is 
responsible for causing this trouble, 
should resign." 

The South Korean soccer sup-
remo had considered taking on 
Blatter in the FIFA election but finally 
decided to back Hayatou.

Chung blames Blatter 

REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro 

Veteran Brazil striker Romario's 
agonising wait to discover whether 
he is going to the World Cup will 
finally end on Monday when coach 
Luiz Felipe Scolari names his 
squad. 

Romario, who remains one of the 
world's most deadly penalty-area 
specialists at the age of 36, has 
mysteriously been ignored by 
Scolari since captaining the team 
last July in a 1-0 defeat by Uruguay. 

But the former Barcelona player 
says he will not give up hope of 
going to his third and final World 
Cup until the man known as Big Phil 
reads out his list of 23 players at 
1400 local time (1700 GMT) on 
Monday. 

"This is one of the most anxious 
moments of my entire career," 
Romario told reporters. 

"The fact that I'm not a certainty 
in the list, which is new for me, is 
getting to me. But I'm at peace with 
myself because I know that even if 
I'm not picked, I know I have done 
my best." 

Romario has failed to impress 
Scolari despite averaging over a 
goal-a-game in club football this 
year. 

Not even a tearful public out-

burst, in which Romario admitted 
that his dream was to go to South 
Korea and Japan, was enough to 
soften the heart of the man known 
as Big Phil. 

Scolari has repeatedly said that 
"tactical and technical reasons" 
have kept Romario out of the team. 

Media have interpreted this as 
Scolari's way of saying that Romario 
just stands in the penalty area and 
waits for the ball to come to him. 

Meanwhile, Brazilians wonder 
whether a possible act of indiscip-
line in Montevideo or subsequent 
criticism in the media may be behind 
Scolari's Romario snub. 

Romario's hopes suffered a 
major setback two weeks ago when 
Vasco da Gama were knocked out 
of both competitions they had been 

taking part in. 
Then on Wednesday a glimmer 

of hope appeared when Scolari told 
a newspaper that he selected 22 
players but still had to decide on one 
more. 

"Perhaps I'm the missing one," 
Romario said. 

But it would still be a major sur-
prise if Romario were to be suddenly 
included after so many rejections. 

More likely, Monday's announce-
ment will sound the death knell for 
his World Cup career. 

The other major doubts concern 
midfielders Djalminha and Rivaldo. 

Djalminha could pay a heavy 
price for this week's incident in 
which he head-butted coach Javier 
Irureta during training at Deportivo 
Coruna. 

Scolari has said repeatedly that 
he wants to create a family atmo-
sphere and may decide that the risk 
of Djaminha causing a family squab-
ble is simply too high. 

Rivaldo's recent injury problems 
could make him a liability although it 
is unlikely that Scolari will discard 
him yet. 

Scolari has another month to 
pick a replacement should Rivaldo's 
troublesome knee still be playing up 
when the tournament gets under 
way. 

Whether Rivaldo -- frequently 
accused of saving his best for 
Barcelona -- can produce his top 
form at international level is a differ-
ent matter. 

Romario's anxious hours 

REUTERS, London 

Injury news continued to dominate 
the countdown to the World Cup 
finals on Friday, with France, 
England and Spain receiving 
depressing bulletins from the 
treatment rooms. 

France midfielder Christian 
Karembeu and England right back 
Gary Neville were ruled out of the 
tournament ,  whi le  Spanish 
defender Sergi is rated doubtful 
after a recurrence of an ankle injury. 

But there was some good news 
for the England camp after 
Manchester United said key 
midfielder David Beckham was 
making good progress in his recov-
ery from a broken metatarsal bone 
in his foot. 

Neville, who suffered a similar 
injury to England captain Beckham, 
has told national coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson that he will not be 
available. 

"He (Neville) felt it would have 
been unfair on the other players 
and everyone involved with the 
England set-up to wait for three 
more weeks before knowing for 
sure," United said in a statement on 
their website. 

Karembeu, who was in France's 
World Cup-winning squad four 
years ago, has had his hopes of 
playing in the tournament scup-
pered by a groin injury. 

"I'm out and I respect the coach's 
decision," the Olympiakos player 
told sports daily l'Equipe, adding 
that French coach Roger Lemerre 
had called up Bayern Munich's 
Willy Sagnol as a replacement. 

Barcelona's Sergi has not been 
officially ruled out, but the left back 
has been told he should undergo 
arthroscopic surgery to correct 
ligament damage he aggravated in 
Wednesday's Champions League 
semifinal against Real Madrid. 

Barcelona doctor Ricard Pruna 
said the 30-year-old defender with 
56 caps would decide over the 
weekend whether to go ahead with 
the operation that would end his 
World Cup hopes. 

There was better news for 
G e r m a n y,  w i t h  m i d f i e l d e r  
Sebastian Deisler's chances of 
making the finals boosted when he 
was included in Hertha Berlin's 
squad for Saturday's Bundesliga 
match at Bayer Leverkusen. 

The 22-year-old midfielder had 
only just returned from a serious 
knee injury when he tore a thigh 
muscle in training last month, 
raising concerns he might not be fit 
enough to make the squad. 

Meanwhile, Brit ish media 

reported France forward Robert 
Pires as saying he feared many 
French players would boycott the 
World Cup if far right leader Jean-
Marie Le Pen was elected president 
in Sunday's vote. 

"Of course we don't want it to 
happen, but if the extreme right 
were to win the general election I 
think more than several players 
would refuse to take part in the 
World Cup," Pires was quoted as 
saying by SkySports.com. 

"We are French but the team's 
roots are from everywhere, so it 
would make it an impossibility to 
play for your country if France is 
governed by the far right." 

Pires, who plays for English 
premier league Arsenal, has 
already been ruled out of the World 
Cup in South Korea and Japan 
because of a knee injury. 

Sweden named their 23-man 
World Cup squad, revealing a blend 
of youth and experience as they 
seek to survive the tournament's 
toughest first-round group. 

Unbeaten in their last 18 interna-
tionals, Sweden have been drawn 
in the same group as Argentina, 
England and Nigeria for the tourna-
ment starting on May 31. 

"We have chosen different types 
of players in order to be able to alter 
the pace and flow of a match, if we 
are ahead or if we are trailing, but 

we will not change our basic way of 
playing," coach Lars Lagerback 
said. 

The experienced players 
include captain Patrik Andersson, 
the Barcelona defender, and hard-
working midfielder Hakan Mild, who 
were both in the team that reached 
the 1994 World Cup semifinals. 

The squad's youth is led by Ajax 
forward Zlatan Ibrahmovic, a 20-
year-old with an electrifyingly touch 
and mesmerising dribbling skills. 

The average age of the squad is 
27, with nine players included who 
did not take part in Euro 2000. 

Asia's first soccer World Cup will 
bring a huge gambling windfall 
worth billions of dollars to cash-
strapped governments and organ-
ised crime, a leading bookmaker 
said. 

"This is the first World Cup in 
Asia. The level of demand will be 
unprecedented," said Michael 
Carlton, Chief Executive of Victor 
Chandler Worldwide, Britain's 
largest independent bookmaker. "It 
will be in the billions of (U.S.) dol-
lars." 

However, he said as much as 90 
percent of the total bet by Asians 
would be through illegal sources, 
with only 10 percent from licensed 
gambling and offshore Internet 
operators, creating a windfall for 
organised crime. 

Injury list lengthens 

ROMARIO

CHUNG MONG-JOON GARY NEVILLE

AFP, Dakar 

Senegal's coach Bruno Metsu 
produced few surprises when he 
named his 23-man squad for the 
World Cup finals here Friday. 

The Frenchman said he was 
staying faithful to the squad that had 
won Senegal their first ever World 
Cup finals place and lost on penal-
ties to Cameroon in this year's 
African Nations Cup final. 

Two players who had been 
expected to come into the squad 21-
year-old striker Mamadou Niang, 
who plays for French First Division 
outfit Troyes and 20-year-old 
defender Mamadou Adama Sarr, 
who plys his trade with Italian giants 
AC Milan, failed to make it and were 
put on standby in case of any inju-
ries. 

Metsu, who included just one 
domestic-based player in third 
choice 'keeper Kalidou Cissokho of 
Jeanne d'Arc, defended his choice 
to prefer the 37-year-old Amara 
Traore, who plays in the French 

Second Division with Gueugnon, to 
Niang. 

"It's not a huge problem his 
(Traore) age. Everyone has earned 
his place in the team," Metsu said. 

"Everyone deserves his place on 
account of the results they earned in 
the 17 months I have been in 
charge. 

"What justifies my selection 
above all is that the squad that got us 
to the Nations Cup final and qualified 
for the World Cup finals were named 
best African team of the year by both 
FIFA and CAF," he added. 

Metsu also moved to calm down 
his leading striker El-Hadji Diouf's 
concerns that they had not played 
enough warm-up matches -- only a 
2-1 win over Bolivia since the loss to 
Cameroon -- by revealing three 
clashes before their mouth-watering 
opener against titleholders France 
in Seoul on May 31. 

The Lions will play Guinea on 
May 10 in Dakar, then Japanese 
club side Kashiwa Reysol in the 
Saudi Arabian capital Riyadh on 
May 19 and round off their warm-up 
matches on May 23 against fellow 
World Cup debutants Ecuador in the 
Japanese city of Totori. 

Aside from France, the Senega-

lese take on 1998 World Cup quar-
ter-finalists Denmark and three-time 
winners Uruguay in Group A. 

SQUAD 
GOALKEEPERS: Tony Sylva 

(Monaco/Fra),  Oumar Dial lo 
(Khourigba/Mar), Kalidou Cissokho 
(Jeanne d'Arc/Sen) 

DEFENDERS:  Omar  Daff  
(Sochaux/Fra), Lamine Diatta 
(Rennes/Fra), Ferdinand Coly 
( L e n s / F r a ) ,  A l i o u  C i s s e  
(Montpellier/Fra), Habib Beye 
(Strasbourg/Fra), Pape Malick Diop 
(Lorient/Fra), Alassane Ndour 
(Saint-Etienne/Fra), Khalilou Fadiga 
(Auxerre/Fra) 

MIDFIELDERS: Pape Sarr 
(Lens/Fra), Salif Diao (Sedan/Fra), 
Moussa Ndiaye (Sedan/Fra), Amdy 
Moustapha Faye (Auxerre/Fra), 
Pape Bouba Diop (Lens/Fra), 
Makhtar Ndiaye (Rennes/Fra), 
Sylvain Ndiaye (Lille/Fra) 

FORWARDS: El Hadj Diouf 
(Lens/Fra), Henri Camara (Se-
d a n / F r a ) ,  P a p e  T h i a w  
(Lausanne/Swi), Amara Traore 
(Gueugnon/Fra), Souleymane 
Camara (Monaco/Fra) 

STANDBY: Mamadou Niang 
(Troyes/Fra), Mamadou Adama Sarr 
(AC Milan/Ita)

Senegalese side named 

Policemen hurt 
in fans' clash 
AFP, London 

Up to 50 police officers were injured 
when supporters clashed following 
Millwall's English Division One 
play-off defeat against Birmingham 
City, Scotland Yard said on Friday. 

Police said several hundred 
disgruntled Millwall fans -- who 
have a notorious reputation for 
hooliganism -- left the stadium late 
on Thursday with the aim of 
assaulting the Birmingham sup-
porters who had travelled to the 
New Den in south London. 

Police said they threw missiles, 
including bricks, paving stones, 
flares and fireworks. 

Twenty-one coaches containing 
Birmingham supporters were 
escorted from the area and around 
50 police officers dressed in riot 
gear escorted a group of about 200 
Birmingham City supporters to a 
tube station. 

Chief Superintendent Mike 
Humphrey, commander for Millwall, 
said: "This is my seventh season as 
Commander for Millwall and this is 
the worst yet. 

"Sixty people have been 
arrested over the course of this 
season for disorder. 

"As we have done so before, we 
will be using video footage from this 
evening to pursue those responsi-
ble." 

AFP, London 

England coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson is prepared to pick what 
could be the youngest squad at this 
year's World Cup finals when he 
announces his 23-man party on 
Thursday. 

Previous England bosses have 
stressed the importance of experi-
ence going into a major tournament 
but the Swede has always been one 
to do things his way. 

E n g l a n d  c a p t a i n  D a v i d  
Beckham's broken foot has 
increased the chances of West 
Ham's 20-year-old Joe Cole claim-
ing a place in a squad that would 
otherwise appear to be reliant on the 
recovering United star or Liverpool's 
injury-prone Steven Gerrard for 

midfield creativity. 
"Joe Cole is a big talent and can 

do things which most other players 
can't do," Eriksson recently said. 

"He has a special talent with 
dribbling and is a fantasy player. I 
have always liked him, we will see 
on May 9 whether he is in the squad 
or not. 

"I think he's a player for the future 
as well. But the future could be in 
June." 

If Cole is included, he would be 
one of up to 13 players aged 24 or 
under in what would a squad with an 
average age of just 26. 

Discarding England's likely trio of 
experienced keepers, there will be a 
maximum of three outfield players 
who have already celebrated their 
30th birthday - 36-year-old striker 
Teddy Sheringham, 31-year-old 
Gareth Southgate and possibly his 
fellow defender Martin Keown, aged 
35. 

Manchester United's 23-year-old 

central defender Wes Brown might 
yet be chosen ahead of Keown. 

"I think we will have probably one 
of the youngest teams in all the 
tournament, maybe the youngest," 
Eriksson recently told a business 
lunch. 

"We will have many players who 
could be in the under-21s but I think 
they are ready and will do very well, 
even if we are a very young team. 
Anyway, it's very good for the 
future." 

Those potential under-21s 
include Cole's Arsenal namesake 
and full-back Ashley Cole but also 
Gerrard, Aston Villa forward Darius 
Vassell, Southampton wing-back 
Wayne Bridge and Bayern Munich 
midfielder Owen Hargreaves. 

England face Eriksson's compa-
triots Sweden, Argentina and 
Nigeria in group F of the May 31 to 
June 30 tournament in South Korea 
and Japan.

INTERNET, London 

Manchester United defender Denis 
Irwin claims United will give every-
thing to stop Arsenal winning the 
Premiership title at Old Trafford on 
Wednesday, the Evening Standard 
reported.

The Gunners need just a point to 
relieve United of the Premiership 

trophy, which has taken up almost 
permanent residence at Old 
Trafford.

The 36-year-old Irishman said: 
"We have Arsenal coming next 
Wednesday so we will be ready for 
that. Arsenal here is a big, big game 
for us. We want to win that and make 
them have to win their last game at 
home. That's all we can do. We don't 
want them to win the title at Old 
Trafford.

"They will be hoping to do that 
and they'll be thinking the sooner 

they do it the better, but we'll have a 
go. We'll have to pick ourselves up 
and there's no doubt that we are 
down and disappointed about 
what's happened."

The English title-holders are 
destined to end the season empty-
handed for only the third time in 13 
campaigns, but Irwin remains 
defiant.

He recalled the 1997-98 season 
when United last won nothing and 
responded by winning the Treble the 
following campaign.

Erik to give youths a go 

Irwin spurs mates on 
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