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Conference

The manifold world of Hugo

French scholar gives lecture on Victor Hugo
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TEPHAN Desvignes, who
gave three lectures at

Again he wrote,

‘I hate oppression with deep
hatred.

And so, when | hear , in some

nation. Each character embodies
not only a psychological force, a
desire, a suffering, but also a con-
cept. In 'Hans of Iceland' a short

evocation of a town, of social envi-
ronment, and of an individual's
destiny. At the same time, it can be
read as the popular saga of a mythi-

Desvignes says," For me he was
the best in the genres. He made
revolution in French verse so that
readers later considered him a

were separate genres in French
drama before his time but Hugo
says art has to show everything of
aman's side so he broke the rule of

@he Baily Star

| Theatre [N

Sylhet hosts theatre
festival

Weeklong theatre festival
in Sylhet ends today

CULTURE DESK

theatre festival titled
'GrameenPhone Thea-
tre Festival 2002' has

. Alliance Francaise on  cornerpartoftheworld, man of monstrous inclination  cal hero--amodern Christ-andas ~ genius. Even as a visual artist he  the matter of the trinities. 'Her- | been inaugurated at Sylhet
Victor Hugo at Dhaka and Under an inclement sky, undera whose only companion is a white  a didactic novel in which the main ~ was greatly gifted but he did not nani"s presentation on stage wasa | auditorium in the district city on
Chittagong, speaking to DS, says  murderous king, bear, kills people and drinks the plot frequently gives way to vast want to spend too much of time on  major event. It was the battle of | April27.

that he had done his first research
on Hugo's poetry and then that on
his theatre .Speaking about what
made Hugo interested in literature,

A people whose throat is being
slit, calling and shouting;

Then, on! I curse, in their courts,
in their dens"'.

blood of his victims in the skull of his
beloved (dead) son.

" The Hunchback of Notre
Dame could almost be read as a

digressions.'Les Miserable' should
not be limited to the intertwined
destinies of jean Valjean, Cosette,
Fantine, Marius, Gavorche or the

his drawing as it would have taken
him away from his writing. It is
amazing that at that time someone
dared to mingle collage with spots

Romantics versus the Classicists
on the theatre The play is an enor-
mous success. The hero, noble in
origin but an outlaw , loves Dona

Four renowned theatre
groups from different regions of
the country and two guest
groups from India are partici-

solo Desvignes says, "He wanted to Thus he was influenced by his  gothic Thenardie and lines . he even uses coffee in  Sol passionately. Dona Sol is also | pating in the meet. Prachyanat
April 18to May 9 br_lng out the words of those in famll_y an_d frlends.Sufferlng there-  tale. Of all rs. These his drawings and paintings which  loved not only by the king, butalso | gnd Desh Natok have come
: misery and have them heard by all. ~ fore inspired him and of course the  H y go's charac- has been done only in the 20" by her uncle Ruy Gomez. Thisold | from Dhaka along with
Featuring recent artworks, the There were many influences onhis  coup d'etat by Louis Napoleon npovyels, t e rs, century. His drawings had close man, who is so honest it becomes | K othakoli Svihet and
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) suffering and misery. Again, his Asked to compare and contrast  pack  of birth to his drawings. However, he illus- "Hugo clearly saw that the pur.
Gallery of Fine Arts.The parents separated. Also, his godfa-  Hugo with Dickens, Desvignes Notre - numerous trated only 'The Workers of the theatre offered him a much better 80n0na|:t¥a Santgga and
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Shahriar's fourth Leopoldine was drowned in the Dickens because _hIS achieve-  tapleaux, Hugo was already Napoleon was emerg- manifesto of romantic literary
Seine River with her husband ments were greater in the context g,ch as still alive)  ingfrom under Bonaparte theory, the right of freedom in
solo when he himself was having an  of giving people something fortheir  the  festi- and to And already the First Consul's  theatre and art. Hugo proclaimed
May1to7 affgir with a radiant young actress dll'eams‘and memories. What Hugo val of the screen , tightmask . that the time has come to free art
A weekl int hibif Juliette Drouet. Nexthe was caught  did with Jean Valiean and fq¢ 5, Victor Hugo are parts Had been splitin several places  from the formal constraints of
weeklong painting exnibition in adultery with a painter's wife Quasimodo was something Dick-  |gndsitself of a novel by the Emperor's brow.’ classicism so that it might reflect
by Shabin Shahriar opens at called Therese Biard atatimewhen  ens could not do even with David 1, o ¢ t in which "As a dramatist too he brought  the full extent of human nature. For

Zainul Gallery of Fine Arts
Institute, University of Dhaka.
Artists Abdus Sattar and
Professor Abdul Matin Sarkar
are due to attend the inaugural
ceremony.

Ahmed Nazir's

print exhibition
May 3to 12

City's Gallery Chitrak presents
a ten day long print exhibition
by Ahmed Nazir on May 3 at its
premises, House #21, Road #
4, Dhanmondi R/A at 6 p.m.
Eminent artists Mohammad
Kibria and Shahid Kabir are due
to attend the inauguration. The
show will be open daily from 10
a.m.to9p.m.

he was a member of the French
Academy and Peer of France. He
became, in fact, a ridicule for all the
newspapers. After this double
shock-- pain of the father and
humiliation of the man-- Hugo
begins work on 'Les Miseries' _-
that was changed to 'Les
Miserables ' during his exile.

" In his famous speech as aright-
winger that was delivered on 9"
July 1849 he said,

'Gentlemen, | am not one of
those who believe that suffering
can be supported in this world--
suffering is a divine order, but | am
one of those who believe and say
that misery can be destroyed . mark
it well, gentlemen, | don't say
reduced, diminished, confined, |
say destroyed. Misery is a disease
of the social body, just like leprosy
was a disease of the human body;
Misery can disappear just like
leprosy can disappear.'

"After his reconciliation with his
father he turned to poetic works in
which the poet's self is non-
personal rather than impersonal.

Copperfield."

Elaborating on Hugo's novels
Desvignes says," Novels can be
read simultaneously on three
different levels-- that of contempo-
rary reality, of thought and of imagi-
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Victor Hugo’s statue at St.Peter Port

easily to dramatic representation.
So it is no surprise that it has been
adapted so many times for stage
and screen. Hugo himself was
obviously interested in staging this
novel since he wrote the libretto for
the opera 'Esmeralda’. Since its
appearance in 1831 the story has
become a part of popular culture.
The plot of the novel is similar to
that of Hugo's plays: ‘tres para una
" three for one , Just like in the play
'Hernani', don Carlos and Don Ruy
Gomez were struggling for the love
of Dona Sol, so the demonic ,
lecherous priest, Frollo, the hand-
some, empty-headed guardsman,
Captain Phoebus, and the deaf
bell-ringer, Quasimodo, fall in love
with the beautiful gypsy-girl
Esmeralda. Each represents a
specific kind of loving.

"Les Miserable' can be read as
a melodramatic novel about the
lowest depths of society, with
suspense, dubious characters, and
Javert's famous tracking of Jean
Valjean. But this is also the realistic

the reader also finds details con-
cerning the battle of Waterloo, the
cheese-dairies of Pontarlier con-
vents and sewers. The plot takes
place between two restored monar-
chies and the two empires,
between 1789 Revolution and the
Republic of 1848. The book tells
the epic of a man's soul, and
depicts social and personal suffer-
ings. Hugo calls it 'a kind of essay
oninfinite"."

Asked if he would call Hugo a
sentimentalist and romantic,
Desvignes says," Hugo did not deal
with sentimentalities but rather with
the psychology of man. Hugo's
portrayals and descriptions were to
depict the forces that acted upon
the characters. This makes him
very modern. He does belong to the
Romantic which he himself ushers
in are but he is comprehensive. He
believes that literature has the right
to tell about everything and not just
about pleasant and beautiful sub-
jects."

Dwelling on how good a poet
and dramatist was Hugo,
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about a huge revolution and his
works are a manifesto of liberty in
theatre. He brought about the
romantic drama as during his time
you either wrote a comedy or a
tragedy or a melodrama . All three

o LS
Hugo in his home on avenue d'Eylau

Hugo, after the age of lyric and
epic, the age of entire art had come.
He emphasized that the grotesque
is more fertile that the beautiful
because it had a thousand forms.
He created just as easily the
deformed and the horrible as the
comic and the buffoon."

Talking about universal appeal
of Hugo's stories and characters,
Desvignes says," He mingles
universal questions with individual
stories e.g. Jean Valjean is a type of
Christ and an individual by himself.
Similarly Cosette is a Cinderella
with her evil and uncaring foster
sisters of the Thenardiers family."

Touching on how Hugo was
influenced by his travels for his
sympathy for the underdog,
Desvignes says," His travels
opened his mind and he even
visited people in jails and poor
houses that helped him give his
characters dynamic and unforget-
table qualities."

Desvignes is from the Charles
De Gaulle University of Lille,
France..

Aspeaker at the opening session

Badaruddin Ahmed Kamran,
Chairman of Sylhet Municipal-
ity attended the inaugural cere-
mony of the festival on April 27
as chief guest. Among others,
Professor Habibur Rahman,
ex-vice-chancellor of Shahjalal
Science and Technology Uni-
versity and Nizamuddin Laskar,
President of Sylhet Shammilito
Natya Parishad were present at
the occasion.

The festival will come to an
end this evening through a joint
presentation by Bangladeshi
and Indian performers.

A large number of theatre
lovers and cultural enthusiasts
are having a fine opportunity of
watching performances of the
local and Indian stage artists.
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