DHAKA TUESDAY APRIL 30, 2002

Syed Jahangir's
solo

April 18to May 9

Featuring recentartworks, the 32nd
solo art exhibition by Syed Jahangir
started at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts.The exhibition will continue
everyday from12-8p.m.

Shabin
Shabhriar's fourth

solo

May1to7

A weeklong painting exhibition by
Shabin Shahriar opens at Zainul
Gallery of Fine Arts Institute,
University of Dhaka. Artists Abdus
Sattar and Professor Abdul Matin
Sarkar are due to attend the
inaugural ceremony.

Victor Hugo

April 30

Alliance Francaise de dhaka has
chalked out a series of programs to
celebrate the bicentenary of the
birth of Victor Hugo. A conference
titled 'Drama personality Victor
Hugo' will be held at 7 p.m. at the
Alliance Francaise's art gallery in
the city.

Theatre

May 3

A theatrical production titled
'Hugo's pariahs' by eminent French
actress, director and playwright
Pierrette Dupoyet will be brought
before the Dhaka audience at the
auditorium of National Museum in
the city. Tickets are available at the

Matir Moyna flies to Cannes

Feature film 'Matir Moyna', made by Tareque Masud and
Catherine Masud, joins the list of films to be screened
in the forthcoming film festival at Cannes in France

ANAM BisSwAs

AREQUE Masud has a story

to tell. Story of a little boy who

bought a clay bird for his
sister on his way home. And the
sister promised to hide her brother's
gift somewhere no one would ever
find. She kept it in her
heart...Tareque waited all this time
to tell the story; to relieve the pain he
has been carrying since his
childhood.At last Tareque has
relieved his memories of agony and
love in 35mm celluloid. His recent
film on this theme 'Matir Moyna', (95
minutes colour) is to be screened at
the Cannes and going to represent
Bangladesh this year (May 15-26,
2002). The film is produced by
Katherine Masud.

On April 26 evening Bangla-
desh Short Film Forum invited
friends and well-wishers at the
British Council Auditorium to
applaud the film maker and the
whole of 'Matir Moyna' unit for the
honour they have brought to the
country. This is for the first time a
Bangladeshi film is going to partici-
pate in the Cannes, more widely
known as the "Festival de Cannes",
is probably the most prestigious one
after the Oscar. The Festival has
become a major crossroads for the
international film scene. Not only
F = .

does the presentation of a film in
Cannes guarantee international
exposure and access to quality
audiences, but the Festival also
presents the evolution and trends in
world cinema.

The spirit of the Festival de
Cannes is one of friendship and
universal cooperation. Its aim is to
reveal and focus attention on works
of quality in order to contribute to the
progress of the motion picture arts
and to encourage the development
of the film industry throughout the

Set in the sixties' rural Ban-
gladesh the story evolves around a
boy named Anu (played by Nurul
Islam Bablu). He is yet to reach his
teens and stays away from his
parents in a madrassa. In that
confines Anu finds a friend, Rokon
(Played by Russel Farazi). But the
life back home with all its freedom
and colours, various communal
fiestas and simplicity greatly differs
with his madrssa life. The child
starts growing up in confusion and

isolation. Ayesha, the boy's mother
(played by Rokeya Prachy) never
liked her husband's (Kazi played by
Jayanta Chattapadhhaya) sudden
transformation as a strict disciplinar-
ian Muslim. Their daughter dies
because of Kazi's blindness. With
the son away in a madrassa and the
daughter already dead Ayesha
becomes increasingly restless.
Series of tragic events follow. And
the rest should be left for the viewers
to experience on their own in front of
the screen.

Matir Moyna is a film, is autobio-
graphical. Tareque spent 8 years of
his life in a madrassa where he
entered as a child that never pro-
vided him with the necessary space
that everyone needs, particularly in
a country like ours where the com-
munal culture is too strong to ignore.
And Tareque grew up as an out-
sider. He never quite accepted the
rituals he practiced or quite under-
stood why the festivals he attended
were not right. But after many years
abroad Tareque came back and
made this movie " as aninsider, as a
fellow Muslim. Not as a practicing
Muslim".

Matir Moyna is a production of 3
years labour and a man's life long
passion. That's the signature that

stays with the audience.
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A sea of young patriots

Liberation Museum holds Swadhinota-r Utsav, a

get-together of young students, in the city

Children read books on liberation of Bangladesh at the festival
Az1z AMIRUL

VER 7,000 teenaged boys

and girls congregated in a

grand 'get-together' at the
vast open field of Sultana Kamal
Mobhila Krira Complex in the city on
April 27 afternoon at one of the
largest festive meets of youth, titled
'Swadhinota-r Utsav'. The festival
was organised for the second
consecutive year, as part of LWM
Outreach Program, by the trustee
board of Liberation Museum,
headed by Akku Chowdhury, its
founder Director.

The festival that lasted for almost
four hours consisted of various
items of entertainment including the
presence of a mobile museum on
board a van of the Liberation
Museum, raffle draw with prizes,
food stalls, distribution of awards
among the winners of quiz competi-
tions and a number of popular songs

demonstration by a group of boys
from UCEP schools of the city
provided extra amusement and
enthusiasm to the young audience.

Rare photographs, documents,
letters and used articles of liberation
martyrs were displayed at the cozy
racks of the mobile museum, to
thousands of inquisitive students
who visited the venue. There were
long queues behind the mobile
museum yet the well-disciplined
youngsters waited with patience for
theirturn.

'Hall of Fame' was the other
attraction of the festival, a special
covered enclosure where different
types of arms, ammunition and
electronic equipment of communi-
cation were kept for viewing. Inter-
ested students and guardians
looked around the place and asked
the guides about the sophisticated
and precious exhibits.

A number of eminent authors,

Rabiul Hussain and Shams Sumon
besides singers like Nakib Khan,
Bogy and others.

'The Outreach Program make
the participants aware about our
history so that they can be responsi-
ble citizens and future nation build-
ers', mentioned Akku Chowdhury,
the main initiator behind the whole
project. 'We hope to see these
children as ambassadors of the
museum in the days to come’,
added the inspired patriot.

Eminent poet Rabiul Hussain,
who is also one of the eight mem-
bers of Liberation Museum Trustee
Board, felt an urgent need of devel-
oping a strong force of young people
who would dedicate themselves for
the welfare of the nation and for that
matter, as he believed, the grand
get-together of children at the
festival would provide tempo to the
movement nation-building.
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