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Semifinal 2nd leg
Still everything to play for

#UNSEER
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AFP, London

Alex Ferguson plans to make Bayer
Leverkusen pay for their premature
celebrations as Manchester United
aim to defy the odds and clinch a
place in the Champions League
final on Tuesday.

The United manager believes
Leverkusen may be overly confi-
dent, judging by their reactions after
their 2-2 draw at Old Trafford last
Wednesday.

The Leverkusen players hugged
each other and went over to cele-
brate with their fans as if they had
won the final itself, rather than just
drawn the first-leg of the semi-final.

"They were celebrating at the
end of the first game and that gives
you a little bit of hope," Ferguson
said. "Because it's my belief in life
that you don't take things for
granted. p

"Everyone saw that and | think
they may be in for a fright them-
selves come Tuesday."

Ferguson is confident his team
will score in Germany to keep alive
their hopes of qualifying for their

second Champions League final in
four seasons.

United have netted in their last
nine away games in Europe and the
Scotsman believes his side will find
the target at the BayArena, where
Liverpool, Barcelona, Juventus and
Deportivo La Coruna have all been
beaten this season.

"Away from home this season
we have been terrific in European
games," Ferguson added. "We're
talking about one game of football
and Manchester United are defi-
nitely capable of doing that.

"Away goals count, they really
do. It does have an impact when
you score and we will score over
there.

"We have to do it the hard way,
which | suppose is the Manchester
United way, but it's the semi-final
and we're only one kick away from
thefinal.

"We will play better on Tuesday
and | think we have a smashing
chance."

Ferguson hopes to cash in on
Leverkusen's misery after the
Germans conceded first place in the
Bundesliga to Borussia Dortmund
with justone league game to go.

The defeat of Leverkusen and
Dortmund's away victory threw the

German league title race wide
open, setting up a nail-biting final
weekend title-decider.

The championship has swung
Dortmund's way after Leverkusen,
who have never won the title in their

98-year history, fell 1-0 at
Nuremberg and Dortmund had a 4-
3 victory at SV Hamburg.

Dortmund top the table with 67
points, one ahead of Leverkusen.

Leverkusen coach Klaus
Topmoller said the best way for his
players to respond to Saturday's
crushing defeat was to beat United
and book their place in the final.

"We've got to bounce back. We
don't want to fall down a hole on
Tuesday night against United," he
said.

Michael Ballack has a minor foot
injury after blocking a shot against
Nuremberg but is not believed to be
serious.

Jens Nowotny also has a back
problem but is expected to be fit.

The German international, who
will have his hands full marking
Ruud van Nistelrooy on Tuesday
night, insisted Leverkusen can
recover from Saturday's bitter blow
by toppling the 1999 European
champions.

"We've great hopes for the

second leg. Anything is possible for
us now," Nowotny said.

Manchester United talisman Roy
Keane is expected to start after
suffering no reaction to his ham-
string in Saturday's 1-0 Premiership
win at Ipswich.

Keane, who returned from injury
after three weeks out was outstand-
ing in a victory which ensured
second-placed United kept the
pressure on Premiership leaders
and title favourites Arsenal.

Ferguson paid tribute to Keane
for his amazing powers of recovery,
assisted by time spent in an oxygen
tent.

"It's remarkable that Roy is back
for us in three weeks. It was atearin
his hamstring and we all thought
that was the finish of him for this
season," Ferguson said.

"But Roy has been flying in
training and working like a beast.
His recovery has been helped by
oxidisation treatment, in which he
places himself in a cylinder for four-
and-a-half hours a day.

"He did that in separate 90-
minute sessions for three consecu-
tive days before having a week's
break, then going through itagain."

Roman
goodbye
for Aldair

AFP, Rome

AS Roma's Brazilian defender
Aldair on Sunday was given a
rousing send-off by supporters after
what is probably his last home
match in a 12-year spell with the
Italian champions - but claimed he
was still hopeful of staying on.

Aldair, 36, was given a standing
ovation by 'Romanistas’ on a lap of
honour after Sunday's 5-0 thrashing
of Chievo.

The player dubbed 'Pluto’ by the
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Primera Liga

Deportivo out of it

K& ¥ Football

REUTERS, Madrid

Deportivo Coruna said goodbye to
their already slim chances of chal-
lenging for the Spanish First
Division title after they were held to
a 2-2 draw at home by a combative
Malaga side.

An 82nd-minute penalty from
Panamanian striker Dely Valdes
allowed Malaga to claim a hard-
fought draw against the Galicians
and complicate their fight for an
automatic Champions League
berth.

The title race, which has now
officially become a two-horse race,
looks to have swung decisively in
favour of league leaders Valencia
who showed real character to come
from behind and a sending off to
claim a 2-1 win against Espanyol.

With just two games to go, the
Mediterranean club lead the table
on 69 points, four ahead of Real
Madrid who slumped to a 3-0 defeat

at Real Sociedad on Saturday.

Deportivo follow in third on 62
points, while fourth-placed Celta
Vigo occupy the last Champions
League berth after a narrow 1-0 win
at relegation-threatened Real
Zaragoza.

A53rd-minute corner from Jesuli
hit keeper Cesar Lainez and
swerved directly into the net for the
only goal of a tense and closely-
fought encounter at the Romareda
stadium.

Despite an emphatic 4-1 win
against Villarreal, Barcelona remain
out of the Champions League
places and must now hope for a
Celta slip-up if they are to claim a
spotin next season's competition.

Real Betis are hot on the heels of
the Catalan side in sixth place after
a 3-1 win at struggling Real
Mallorca on Sunday.

Uruguayan striker Dario Silva
grabbed the opener for Malaga at
Depor's Riazor stadium when he
fired his first-time shot under Jose
Molina just before the half hour.

Defender Nourredine Naybet
levelled for the home side when he
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poked in after a goalmouth scram-
ble after 38 minutes and Depor took
the lead in the second half when
Fran saw his venomous shot
squirm under Malaga keeper Pedro
Contreras.

But Malaga earned a deserved
draw when Valdes rattled home a
penalty eight minutes from time
after he had been brought down by
Lionel Scaloni as he sprinted into
the box.

Deportivo finished the game with
10 men when Naybet was dis-
missed after receiving his second
booking three minutes from time.

Tensions are also high at the
other end of the table as eight
teams fightit out to avoid the drop.

The defeat for Zaragoza, who
have now gone 10 games without a
win, leaves Marcos Alonso's side
teetering on the brink of relegation.

But the outlook looks even
bleaker for bottom club Tenerife,
who were given an embarrassing 5-
1 thumping by Valladolid in front of
theirhome fans.

There was good news, however,
for Rayo Vallecano who eased their
relegation worries after claiming a
4-2 home win over an out-of-sorts
Athletic Bilbao.
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REUTERS, Milan

Hat tricks from Vincenzo Montella
and David Trezeguet gave AS
Roma and Juventus 5-0 wins in
Serie A on Sunday, but leaders
Inter Milan go into the final game a
point clear after defeating Piacenza
3-1.

All three teams remained in the
title race, with Inter leading on 69
points from Juventus on 68 and
Romaon67.

If Inter win at Lazio next Sunday
they will secure their first title in 13
years -- but a slip up could let in
Juventus, who are at lowly Udinese
or Roma who travel to midtable
Torino.

Juventus pushed Roberto
Baggio's Brescia into the relegation
zone with a stunning second half
display while Roma damaged
Chievo's Champions League
hopes with a convincing perfor-
mance in the capital.

Inter were struggling at 1-1
against Piacenza until superb free-
kicks from Alvaro Recoba and
Ronaldo secured victory. Piacenza
ended the game with nine men after
they had Vincenzo Sommese and
Francelino Matuzalem sent off.

Hector Cuper's side began the
day knowing that they could be
crowned champions if Roma and
Juve stumbled and they got off to
the perfect start when Colombian
defender lvan Cordoba poked them
ahead in the seventh minute after a
goalmouth scramble from a corner.

But the capacity 80,000 San
Siro crowd was stunned in the 36th
minute when Piacenza striker Dario
Hubner set up Brazilian Matuzalem
who beat Francesco Toldo with a
well-placed finish.

Inter piled on the pressure after
the break with Ronaldo having a
shot cleared off the line by Vittorio

PHOTO:INTERNET

ON SONG: Inter Milan superstar Ronaldo celebrates his goal against
Piacenza at Milan on April 28. This was Ronaldo's fourth goal in his last four

matches.

meters into the top corner.

Ronaldo then sealed victory with
his fourth goal in as many games,
thumping a free-kick past Piacenza
'keeper Paolo Orlandoni.

Any nerves Juventus had for the

return of Baggio and his battling
Brescia were eased in the eighth
minute when Trezeguet put themin
front with a thundering header from
aDel Piero corner.

Brescia had defender Daniele
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Bonera dismissed on the hour after
a crude challenge on Del Piero and
Baggio was introduced as Carlo
Mazzone's side looked for the
"divine ponytail" to provide the
needed inspiration.

But there was little Baggio could
do as Juve took full advantage of
the extra man with Del Piero dou-
bling the advantage in the 71st
minute with a bending free-kick.

Five minutes later Trezeguet
scored his second and Juve's third
and the game was all over when
Del Piero converted an Edgar
Davids cross to make it 4-0 with 11
minutes left.

Trezeguet completed the rout
with his third goal in the final min-
ute.

In-form Montella opened
Roma's account against Chievo
with a 26th minute header after
Emerson had nodded a Cafu cor-
ner across the face of the goal.

Eight minutes later Roma dou-
bled their lead from the same
source with this time Montella
needing no help to head home
Cafu's cross.

Montella completed his hat-trick
with a 51st minute penalty and
Chievo fell to pieces in the 66th
minute when, having used all their
subs, winger Eriberto was forced off
with an injury leaving his side with
tenmen.

A stunning solo goal from
Emerson made it 4-0, the Brazilian
dancing past three Chievo defend-
ers before slotting past former
Roma 'keeper Cristiano Lupatelli
and substitute Antonio Cassano
rounded off the win with nine min-
utestogo.

Bologna moved into the fourth
qualification spot for the
Champions League with goals from
Giuseppe Signori and Fabio
Pecchia giving them a 2-0 win over
rivals Lazio.

Bologna are level on points with

"It was not Aldair who decided to
go," said the veteran of Brazil's
1994 World Cup winning team. "It
was Roma who decided they
wanted to make changes.

"I spoke with the club about a
week ago and they said they had
not decided what to do with me.
After so many years | wanted more
respect and more clarity rather than
having to wait until the end of the
championship to know my future."

But Aldair had kinder words for
the fans. "I was very moved
although | suppose after so many
years here it's normal. | was holding
back the tears."

Rumours have linked the vet-
eran either with a move to Perugia
or back to Brazil with his former club
Flamengo and the player said: "The
club has still decided nothing and |
can not answer questions about my
future now. It's difficult, | must speak
tomy agent.”

Roma president Franco Sensi
did not close the door on Aldair,
saying: "l don't know what will
happen - it's up to the coach (Fabio
Capello). We will see what happens
- we can not afford sentimentality. If
we can help him we will."

Aldair - full name Aldair Dos
Santos Nascimento - was born in
the coffee-making town of llheus
and still tells the story of how he
turned down the offer of a football as
a birthday present as a child
because he felt a fishing rod would
be a better way to feed his family.

He spent a season with
Portugal's Benfica after leaving
Flamengo before arriving at Roma
in 1990. Apart from one lItalian Cup
last year's Scudetto was the first
major club honour of his 12-year
stay in the Eternal City.

Kirin Cup
Japan pip

Bundesliga

Bayer digging own grave

@ Football

AFP, Berlin

The defeat of leaders Bayer
Leverkusen and Borussia
Dortmund's away victory threw the
German league title race wide open
on Saturday, setting up a nail-biting
final weekend title-decider.

The championship has swung
Dortmund's way after Leverkusen,
who have never won the title in their
98-year history, fell 1-0 at
Nuremberg and Dortmund, league
winners in 1996, had a 4-3 victory at
SV Hamburg.

Bayern Munich's 1-0 win at VfL
Wolfsburg meant mathematically
they could still win their fourth con-
secutive title by the backdoor.

Dortmund, who host Werder
Bremen next Saturday have 67
points, a point ahead of Leverkusen,
who entertain Hertha Berlin. Bayer
are two points in front of Ottmar
Hitzfeld's Bayern, who are at home
to Hansa Rostock in their lastgame.

All top three clubs are certain to
qualify as Germany's representa-
tives in the Champions League next
season.

Nuremberg's victory meant they
will definitely play top-flight football
next term, condemning Cologne,
who beat fellow relegated side SC
Freiburg 2-0, and Sankt Pauli to the
drop.

Dortmund coach Matthias
Sammer, whose side are also in the
UEFA Cup final in Rotterdam
against Feyernoord on May 8, said:
"We are now in first spot but of
course the championship won't be
decided before next week.

team spirit today and certainly held
their nerve much better than their
coach!"

Both Dortmund and Hamburg
finished their match with 10 men,
following the first half sendings off of
both Christian Worns and Ingo
Hertzsch, in an eventful match.

Dortmund were virtually in con-
trol of the game from start to finish,
three times leading by a two-goal
margin though their battling oppo-
nents tried hard to get back on level
terms.

Brazilian Marcio Amoroso scored
his 17th goal of the season in the
36th minute from the spot, after
being fouled by Hertzsch who was
sent off.

Czech Republic's Tomas
Rosicky added a second two min-
utes later, Amoroso taking advan-
tage of the gap left by Hertzsch, and
Rosicky knocked the ball home with
justthe keeperto beat.

Three minutes before the break,
Worns got his marching orders after
fouling Sergej Barbarez of Bosnia
and Swiss midfielder Raphael
Wicky found the net from the result-
ing spotkick.

Dortmund restored their two-goal
advantage when Amoroso fired
home a rebound in the 63rd minute,
after first firing a 20-metre freekick
into the Hamburg wall, before a final
flourish from both teams.

Dutchman Nico-Jan Hoogma
netted 10 minutes from time for
Hamburg, giant Czech Jan Koller
added to Dortmund's score with
three minutes to go and Dutchman
Erik Meijer yet again gave Hamburg
hope in the dying seconds.

Nuremberg defender Marek Nikl
of the Czech Republic caused
misery for Leverkusen with a 23rd-

Leverkusen coach Klaus
Toppmoller cause for concern.

With a good chance of making
the European Champions League
final and already in the German Cup
final, this league result can only
have damaged morale in
Leverkusen's run-in to the season.

Poland's Jacek Krzynowek took
a freekick from the left and Nikl
jumped the highest to head home
from seven metres into the bottom
righthand corner.

The Nurembergers earned their
victory through a solid first half
display and then a good defensive
showing after the break to hang on
fortheir victory.

Leverkusen coach Klaus
Toppmoller, whose team have
finished runners-up to Bayern three
times - 1997, 1999 and 2000 - said:
"In the first half, we just did not really
get into the match and at half-time |
urged the team to show more char-
acter.

"We had some good
opportunites after that but we just
could not prevent defeat so we are
no longer masters of our fate as far
as thetitle is concerned."

Leverkusen already have the
experience of losing the champion-
ship in the final day having lost 2-0 at
Unterhaching two seasons ago
when Munich earned the champion-
ship crown.

And last season it was a last-day
thriller too with Bayern Munich's
Swedish defender Patrik Andersson
scorning Bayern's dramatic
equaliser for 1-1 at SV Hamburg in
the dying seconds to wrestle the title
from the jaws of Schalke.

Croatia's Marino Biliskov of VfL
Wolfsburg earned Bayern their win
by putting the ball through his own
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