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People’s Report on
Environment to be
launched today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Unnayan Shamannay will
launch a report titled “People’s
Report on Bangladesh Environ-
ment, 2001" today that presents
people’s perceptions of environ-
mental and ecological issues that
have an impact on their lives in a
multitude of ways.

The report on people’s percep-
tion of environment was pre-
sented in a comprehensive man-
ner and it includes opinions of the
experts, said Dr. Atiur Rahman,
chairman of the organisation, at a
press conference yesterday. This
report is the first of a series of
three to be published in phases.

The report has been prepared
under the Sustainable Environ-
ment Management Programme
(SEMP) in collaboration with the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)., The SEMP is
being implemented by the Minis-
try of Environment and Forest.

I'he first volume of the report
contains issues related to land,
walter, forest, industry and urbani-
sation, supplemented by a com-
prehensive database on environ-
ment.

The data and information were
compiled from a wide range of
sources including newspapers,
scientific journals/periodicals, test
results from diflerent laboratones
and institutions, official records,
reports from NGOSs and social
organisations and case studies.

The report will be launched at
the CIRDAP auditorium in the,city
at 3.00pm. Minister for Environ-
ment and Forest Shahjahan Siraj
and Resident Representative of
UNDP Jorgen Lissner will be pres-
ent as chief guest and special guest
respectively.
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Daily Star, will be the key speaker
while Prol. Rehman Sobhan,
Chairman of the Centre for Policy
Dialogue, will preside over the
ceremony.

Addressing the press confer-
ence, held at the Dhaka Reporters'
Unity (DRU), the experts stressed
the need for ‘environmental di-
plomacy and suggested crealing a
post of chiel negotiator who will
raise different environmental is-
sues in the international forum,

Referring to the Environment
Policy of China, they said it could
be a model for Bangladesh,

“II citizens are not involved in
the process, any attempt to pro-
tect environment will not be suc-
cesstul,”™ DrAtiur said.

He said the innovative ideas of
the people have to be incorpo-
rated in the development,

I'he press conference was also
addressed by Dr. M Ashraf Ali of
BUET, Muhammad lt'hil”[.;jl' , CO-
ordinator of CDC, and Faruq
Chowdhury, Director of the Un-
nayan Shamannay,

17 vessels fined
at Ctg port

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Crg

A mobile court of Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) charged 17 vessels
with penalty money of Tk 1.50 lakh
for attempted evasion of tax and
severe pollution of water at the
port channel yesterday:.

Fhe mobile court fined nine
Inland cargo vessels, three fishing
trawlers and one cargo trawler Tk.
95 thousand at different points of
a 3-Km stretch of the channel from
the port marine workshop jetty to
Shah Amanat bridge to make de-
livery of goods evading tax.

The same court led by CPA
Magistrate Md. Munir Chowdhury
also awarded penalty of Tk. 55
thousand to other four vessels
iIncluding oil tankers and cargo
ships for polluting water at the
channel.

FHOTO STAR
Family members of Sher-e-Bangla AK Fazlul Haque placing wreaths at his mazar in the city yeslerday on the
~occasion of his 40" death anniversary.

‘Devise mechanism to
mobilise fund in
health sector’

BSS, Dhaka

Health and Family Welfare Minis-
ter Dr Khandakar Mosharraf Hos-
sain yesterday stressed the need
for devising a mechanism to mo-
bilise funds in the health sgctor.

“The health sector is expanding
at a rapid pace. Given the taxable
capacity ol our population, it is
difficult for the government to
allocate required amount of fund
[rom the revenue budget in the
health sector,” he said while inau-
gurating a seminar in the CIRDAP
auditorium here yesterday mormn-
Ing,

The seminar entitled “Selected
Health Economic Issues and Pov-
erty Reduction Strategy in Bangla-
desh,” was organised by the In-
stutute ol Health Economics, Uni-
versity of Dhaka to disseminate
studies carried qut by the re-
searchers. The UK-based Depart-
ment for Interndtional Develop-
ment (DFID) funded the project.

The minister suggested that
community health insurance,
community financing, and cost-
recovery schemes could be good
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mechanisms to mobilise compli-
mentary fund.

“Minimisation of cost at public
facilities through reduction of
wastage and optimisation of re-
source use seem o be attractive
alternatives to meet the emerging
financing gap,” he added.

Chaired by Vice-Chancellor of
Dhaka University Prof Anwarullah
Chowdhury, the function was also
addressed by Additional Secretary
of Health and Family Welfare
Ministry Khandakar Fazlur Rah-
man, Senior Advisor (Health) of
British High Commission Dr Frank
Atherton and Director of the In-
stitute Dr Sushil Ranjan Howladar.

PID photographer
Bari dead

BSS, Dhaka

Former acting chief photographer
of Press Information Department
(PID) Abdul Bari died at his
Bashabo residence in the city ves-
terday afternoon at the age of 70,
family sources said.

He left behind his wife, two
sons, two daughters and a host of
relatives and admirers to mourn
his death.

The qulkhwani of Bari would
be held at his residence, at 10-
moidhya Bashabo after Asr prayers
on Tuesday.

Information Minister Tariqul
ISlam expressed proféund shockat
the death of Bari.

Showcause on
ministries of Law,
Information, BSS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Raise goats for poverty

UNB, Savar

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yes-
terday inaugurated a week-long
national programme on poverty
alleviation through expansion of
goal breeding across the country.

“Return on  raising poats s
multi-faceted. We want to make i1

one of the effective weapons for
poverty alleviation,” the Prime
Minister said while inaugurating
the national programme at Savar
Livestock Research Institute.,

Implementation of the pro-
pramme will not only benefit the
poor, but also make significant
contribution to the national econ-
omy provided the targét people
are actively involved in rearing
goats, she added.

The Prime Minister announced
that two upazilas in each of 25
districts would be selected at the
initial stage of the project, which
will ultimately be expanded all

over the country.

As part of the programme, she
handed over goats and lammbs 1o
nine poor rural women who will
make a living by raising them.

Khaleda also distributed loan
allocation documents of Januta
Bank to five rural youths involved
in semi-intensive goat breeding
project in different districts.

T'he Bank in future will provide
loans without any morigage to
poor rural youths for goat breed-
INE projects,

Minister for Livestock and
Fisheries and Mavyor-elect Sadek
Hossain Khoka, Dr Dewan Mo-
hammad Salauddin MP, Secretary
of the Ministry of Livestock Dr
Zahurul Karim and the Director
General of Savar Livestock Re-
search Institute Dr Kazi Moham-
mad Emdadul taq also spoke al
the function,

Detailing the programme, the

alleviation: Khaleda

primg minister said on an averag
V72,0000 people of every upazila live
below the poverty level and 10 per
cent ol them would be broughy
under the programme in the first
pthase.

“Our aim 15 1o bring all the
people living below the poverty
line in every upazila under the
progranune in next fve years,” she
said ’

|
Khaleda called upon the pro-
lessionals concerned 1o play &
responsible role in adopting effec-
ive  velerinary  care  servicd,
evolving proper knowledge and
technology and disseminating the
know-how among the goat breed-
crs at the grass-roots, level

Later, the Prime Minister re-
leased a commemorative stamp
on the occasion of the observance
ol the week-long narional pro-
gramme on expansion of goat
breeding.

A Division Bench of the High
Court yesterday issued showcause
on the Ministries of Information
and Law, and Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) as to why the BSS
Karmachari Probidhanmala, 1995,
including Regulation 54(1), should
not be declared to have been

framed without lawful authority.

I'he bench comprising Justice
Md. Abdul Matin  and Justice
Marzi-ul-Huq gave the order fol-
lowing the writ petitions filed by
Kanai Chakroborty and Halim
Azad.

Kanai and Halim are two of the
19 journalists who were recently
dismissed from the BSS under
Regulation 54(1) without showing
any cause,

The court also ordered the re-
spondents to showcause as to why
the petitioners’ dismissal orders
should not be declared illegal, and
directed the parties to maintain
starus quo till disposal of the case.

Advocate Imuaz Mahmood,
appearing on behalf of the peti-
tioners, submitted that the Pro-
bidhanmala were framed wltra
rires of the BSS Ordinance, the
Newspaper Employees (Condition
of Services) Act and the Employ-
ment of Labour (Standing Orders)
Act andein violation of the peti-
tioners’ fundamental rights guar-
anteed under Articles 27, 31, 40
and 42 of the Constitution. Bar-
rister Jenela Jabbar, Barrister
Mustalizur -Rahman' Khan and

Advocate Zulfiguar Ali Sohel as-

sisté¢d” Advocate Mahnicod during
the hearing,
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Govt to promote rainwater

harvesting

BSS, Dhaka

Students, who are interested to study in the University
of Hertfordshire, are well come to interview with
MR. JOHN BEAMISH, Deputy Director of

International office of University of Hertfordshire, on
28th, 29th & 30th of April at ourlocal representatiy ¢ office.
Our affers are : Arts & Design, Law, Business studies, Engineering. &
Intormation Science, Health & Human Science, Humanifies, Natural
Science & others. (Please bring all of your academic documents)
For your appointment and further information please contact:
UH Representative Office Bangladesh (IECC) :
“1' jimwrwm sl House # 43, Road # 5 (2nd flr.) Dhanmondi, Dhaka ; We provid
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Phone : 966 9788, E-mail ; israr@accesstel.net ; A-Z services

After prolonged deliberation at
different levels, the government
has decided to promote rainwater
harvesting as the interim option to
arsenic  contaminated ground
waters before unveiling sustain-
able solution to the problem, local
government ministry sources said.,

Sources said the government
would soon launch a countrywide
massive campaign for harvesting,
preserving and drinking rainwater,
which would not only keep people
free from further accumulation of
arsenic but also cut down the level
ol concentration of the poison in
their bodies.

“If arsenic alfected persons
drink rainwater regularly in the
rainy season they could gel better
from arsenicosis,” AYBI Siddiqi,
Secretary of the Local Government
Division (LGD) quoted physicians
as saying.

“The national committee on
arsenic has reviewed all the expert
recommendations, but eventually
we found rainwater as the most
available, time-suiting and safest
source of drinking water,” he told
BSS.

levels and has posed serious threat
to drinking waters for millions
since its detection in 1993,

Concerned seerctaries at a re-
cent meeting decided 10 promaote
rainwater as an urgent and most
available solution to arsenic for
the time being as well as 1o pro-
vide supports to harvesting rain-
water both at urban and rural
areas.

The Department of Public
Health and Engineering (DPIE)
has already marked 20 highly ar-

Serajul new

envoy to Japan
UNB, Dhaka

M Serajul Islam, present Bangla-
desh Ambassador 10 Egypt, has
been appointed ambassador to
Japan.

A career diplomat Islam joined
Foreign Service in-1974 and served
as a diplomat in Bangladesh em-
bassies and missions in Australia,
USA and India.

He as a member of Bangladesh
delegation, also attended a num-
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senic contaminated villages of five
divisions lor equipping those with
rainwater preserving facilities 10
popularise the system gradually
across the country, sources said.

Apprecialing the government's
move, Chairman of Dhaka Com:
munily Hospital (DCI) Prol Kaz
Kamruzzaman said, “The initiativ§
that has been taken by the gow
ernment is praiscworthy, We ard
happy to see that the government
has put emphasis on use of surfacg
water, for which we have beer
fighting for long.” ,

Rainwater, which is available in
Bangladesh for at least four
months, got priority among all the
proposed temporary options rec-
ommended by water experis at
Iwo international seminars on
arsenic  mitigation in Dhaka
mainly because of its availability
and cheap harvesting cost, sources
said.

The water experts, who sugs
gested imposing an immediaté
ban on use of underground waters
for drinking purposes in the af*
fected areas, recommended walers
of dug wells, deep rubewells, riv-
ers, ponds and rainwaters as the
possible options for millions of
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Find out why more Bangladesh students choose Windsor than any other university in Canada.
Find out about World Class programs in Engineering, Business, Biotechnology and more.
Find out about work/study programs and tuition fees starting from $6,200 USD per annum.
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University of Windsor Liaison Office
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66, Mohakhali C/A. Dhaka

Phone : 9881265, extn. 4162 Email : windsor@bdmail net

APPLICANTS FOR BACHELOR DEGREE PROGRAMS ONLY

) 2

K 5 1 T %

NDS

O F

R

Book your individual counselling appointment, today

Website : www.uwindsor.ca

www.windsorwired.org

financial capacity)

Parbatipur upazila under

DFP-8311-6/4
G-1156

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Local Government Engineering Directorate
Office of the Executive Engineer, Dinajpur
Memo No. LGED/EE/Dinaj/2002/1386

Tender Notice

No. 25/2001-2002

Tenders in Bangladesh Form No. 2911 under sealed cover are invited
from 2001-2002 financial year renewed LGED enlisted (as per
& LGED’s . current
contractors/contractors’ firms for implementation of (1) 3 works in
Rural
(Development of Important Haat-Bazars) project 3rd part, (2) 2 works
in Nababganj upazila under Rural Infrastructure Development
(Development of Important Haat-Bazars) project 2 part, (3) 1 work in
Sadar upazila under silo credit (2 phase) project of Dinajpur district
during 2001-2002 financial year under Local Government Engineering
Directorate. All information of the tender & the tender document to be
sold can be seen & known from the undermentioned offices during
office hours. Tender document can be purchased at prescribed price
(non-refundable) from the office of (1) Divisional Commissioner.
Rajshahi Division, Rajshahi (Taka ten lakh & above), (2) Chief
Engineer, LGED, Head Office, Dhaka, (3) Project Director, Rural
Development Project-22, LGED, Headquarters, Dhaka, (4) Executive
Engineer, LGED, Dinajpur/Thakurgaon/ Panchagarh, (5) Upazila
Engineer, Sadar, Parbatipur, Nababganj, Dinajpur (tender of
respective upazila will be available at the office of the respective
Upazila Engineer) during office hours up to 04-05-2002 and will be
received in tender box kept at the said selling places up to 1-00 pm of
05-05-2002 & opened on the same day at 2-00 pm in presence (if
any) of the attending tenderers. Tender should be submitted
according 1o terms & conditions of the detailed notice with the tender
schedule, Tender will be treated as cancelled outright if submitted at
rate more than 5% below. If tenders are submitted at the same rate
then the contractor will be selected through lottery on 11-05-2002 at
11-00 am at the conference room of the undersigned. No schedule
will be sold on the date of submitting tender.

Dated: 01-04-2002

project pre-qualified

Infrastructure  Development

Md. Nazmul Alam
Executive Engineer
LGED, Dina

Please bring during purchase:

& One guarantor
o Advance dated cheques

7 2 coples of passport size photographs
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Have your GP Regular

(T&T iIncoming & outgoing Local, NWD, ISD , mobile to mobile and Néetwork Mobility facility)

with these fabulous Ericsson handsets
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i . 14,975

™.31,000

o All prices Include Taxes & Levies
@ Minimum 72 hrs required for activation
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0981-63431, 017664767,

988, 017336090,

Authorized Dealer

BARISAL: 0431-54162,

DHAKA: 9715858, 9667251-6, 7218780, 017389221, 8011590, 8128234,
9008848, 017100204, 9663331,
017602214, 7218780, 7413165, 8612820, 8313549, 8313144, 8316391,
8128706, 9664644, 8617498, 7113896, TONGI: 9801521, SAVAR:
7712174, 017320842, GAZIPUR: 9256192, 017665662, NARAYANGANJ:
9715858, 017100209, 604478, NARSINGDI: 0621-3097; JAMALPUR:
MYMENSINGH:
TANGAIL: 0921-53214, KISHOREGANJ: 017625942, BHAIROB: 09424-

017649266, 8128706, 017626535,

091-52857, 017328372,

BUTTERFLY

CHITTAGONG: 017349535, 017377741, 031-653375, 031-
721726, 031-741784, FENI: 017100212, BRAHMANBARIA:
(0851) 53593, COX'S BAZAR: 0341-64330,

KHULNA: 017899601, 017826464, 041-763690, 041-722377. 0-(1-;

730164, CHUADANGA: 017325448, JESSORE: 017328374, 0421-
72856, 0421-72421; SATKHIRA: 0471-3965, KUSHTIA: 071-55172

RAJSHAHI: 0721-773680, 0721-773527, 017811122, 017859088,

BOGRA: 017869222,

017879191, PABNA: 0731-66308,

SREEMONGAL.:
CASTEVETELL RV Nl T GL TSN R DTG TETRCET R TRy MOULVIBAZAR: 0861-53927, 017859104,

SYLHET:

ISHWARDI: 0732-6982, SIRAJGANJ: 0751-72568, 017480080,

051-5595, NATORE: 077 1—629&.

08626-88111, 017328318
L]

L
L

1




