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RECOMMENDATIONS

Solo painting
Aweeklong art exhibition of late artist
Junabul Islam is being held at Zainul
gallery of the Institute of Fine Arts in
the city. Rokeya Islam, wife of the
artist, hosts the display. Exhibition
remains open from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
daily till April 28.

Swadhinata-r

Utsav

A get-together of students who have
visited Liberation Museum will take
place on April 27 at the Sultana
Kamal Mahila Krira Complex as part
of the 'Outreach program’
undertaken by the museum
authorities. Entitled 'Swadhinata-r
Utsav', the event will start at 2:00
p.m. which will continue till 6:00 p.m.
The event will include song, raffle
draw, Instant quiz competition,
Mobile Liberation Museum. The
eventwill allow only invited guests.

Group art
exhibition

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
and Bangladesh Institute of Labour
Studies are organising a weeklong
art exhibition of 10 contemporary
artists of the country from April 23.
The exhibition is a preview of another
display scheduled to be organised
jointly by the Danish Trade Union
Council for Intern-ational
Development Cooperation LO-FTF
Council and BILS in Denmark from
Novemer 2002. The present
exhibition remains open from 11:00
a.m. (Friday 3 p.m.) to 7 p.m. daily ill
April 29.

Syed Jahangir's
solo

Featuring recent artworks, the 32nd
solo art exhibition by Syed Jahangir
started at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts on April 18.The exhibition will
continue everyday from 12 - 8 p.m.
tillMay 9.

Art exhibition

Works of six noted contemporary
print makers, Shafiuddin Ahmed,
Mohammad Kibria, Mahmudul
Haque, Abul barg Alvi, Rokeya
Sultana and Anisuzzaman, are
being showcased at the city's
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka gallery.
Exhibition ends today.

French cinema

'Une affaire de gout de Bernard
Rapp', a film in French directed by
Bernard Giraudean will be screened
today at the auditorium of Alliance
Francaise de dhaka in the city at
10:00 a.m. A second feature film
from France, 'Ascenceur pour
l'echafaud' directed by Louis Malle
will be screened at the same venue
later on in the evening at 6:00 p.m.
These two are in part of Alliance
Francaise's weekly film exhibition
schedule.

Spicy dances, alluring sights

Malaysian performers at the auditorium of the National
Museum in Dhaka captivates the audience

SAIFUL ISLAM

HE dresses worn by the

truly Malaysian perform-

ers were colourful and
traditional. The numbers per-
formed by them were classical.
But the background music
reminded us of the spell of the
popular culture lavishly mes-
merizing every people of
today's world. The fusion of the
classical and the contemporary,
the blend of the established and
popular trends received a lot of
accolades. The enthusiastic
response of the viewers proved
that the Malaysian carnival in
Dhaka, organized by the art,
culture and tourism ministry of
Malaysia, was extremely suc-
cessful.

The guests were received
with sincere modesty and lovely
smiles. The brilliant performers
bowed to them welcoming to
the cozy auditorium. In his
laconic and witty speech the
minister of the arts, cultural
affairs and tourism gave an
overview of the rich multicul-
tural background of his country
which is like a confluence of
different cultures and races of
Asia. The theme of the eve was
Malaysia truly Asia upholding

the rare mixture of the different
cultures of Asia in one country.
The next part of the
programme was a twelve-
minute long compact but exclu-
sive video show touring the
splendid and stunning land-
scape of Malaysia. The serene
sea shore, the sunny dales, the
clear sky, opaque blue minarets
of the mosques, temples,
churches and pagodas, snap-
shots of the delicacies and
traditional cuisine (Thai, Indian,
continental and Malaysian),
and birds-eye-view of the latest

Spectacular performance by Malaysian artists bemuse the audience

The eventis in progress before alarge audience

fashion gods of the westall of
these were compiled in the
video.

There are strong interlinks
between the country's multicul-
tural and multiracial make-up
with its history. Besides the
local Malays and the native
groups, immigrants from China,
Indonesia, India, Bangladesh,
Portugal and other Arab coun-
tries have contributed to the
multicultural dimension of
Malaysian culture.

The fascinating dance by the
sensational Malaysian troop

was the composition of pieces
from the different cultures that
influenced the Malaysian cul-
ture so much. From the classic
Indian Kathak to the chilly mix-
ture of Portuguese flamenco
and tango, from the ancient
Malay dance to the indigenous
deer dance in pleasing rhythmic
patterns and steps suffused the
one hour and quarter long com-
position of the Dance troop. The
interesting cultural diversity of
the country was upheld by the
sinewy performers delicately
stepping on stage.

The dancers were wearing
sheer pretty tops, layered
colourful skirts, and traditionally
designed ornaments. The
delicate details of their dress
added to the fresh looks of the
performers. The presentation
was done in the most chic way
possible inspiring the irresist-
ible allurement of enjoying this
kind of programmes over and
overagain.

The cultural splendour of
Malayasia did cast a spell on
the audience and will last in
their collective memory for a
long time to come.
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Lalsalu visits Korea

Tanvir Mokammel's feature film Lalsalu, after winning
hearts of local cinefans, is being screened at a film
festival in Korea that starts from today

CULTURE DESK

ALSALU, a novel-based

feature film that has been

directed by Tanvir
Mokammel and widely
acclaimed by cinegoers of the
city, is being screened at the 3rd
Jeonju International Film Festi-
val in South Korea that starts
from today in the Korean city of
Jenoju.

The film was shown to the
general public through a pre-
mier that was held in the city last
year and since then numerous
shows took place including
those in important district towns
and metropolitan cities of the
country. Crossing boundaries of
the country, now this film is
being shown in the Korean film
festival of Jeonju that has a
different perspective on Asian
cinema, which can be explained
as self-gazing from a certain
distance.

Jeonju International Film
Festival intends to anticipate the
future of Asian cinema in the
new millenium with an affection-
ate and critical stance. As a
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Majid tries to be pious
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member of the organising com-
mittee of the festival says, '"We
are challengingly focussing our
festival towards the new
medium of digital films, as we
hope to provide a positive forum
for the voices of the digital film-
makersinAsia'.

The plot of the film is based

mila, te oung wife of Majid, eventually becomes his nemesis

upon a novel titled Lalsalu (A
tree without roots) written by
Syed Waliullah. The central
character of Majid, a fake mul-
lah, appears as a religious
person who creates a sense of
fear and mystery among the
innocent inhabitants of a village.
He discovers an old and dilapi-
dated grave of some unknown
person only to declare it as one
of a pious pir who, in his words,
had great spiritual powers. The
villagers start worshipping the
grave and soon Majid becomes
a rich person and marries
Rahima, a middle-aged woman.
His lust and financial capacity
forces him to bring another wife
in the family, this time, a teen-
aged Jamila, who seems to be
clever and sharp in brains. Final
scenes depict some develop-
ments through severe natural
calamities that bring the down-
fall of Majid, showing ssymbolic
similarities between the roles of
Jamila and the floods.

The festival at Jeonju in
Korea ends on May 2.
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