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RECOMMENDATIONS

Solo painting
Aweeklong art exhibition of late artist
Junabul Islam is being held at Zainul
gallery of the Institute of Fine Arts in
the city. Rokeya Islam, wife of the
artist, hosts the display. Exhibition
remains open from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
daily till April 28.

Swadhinata-r

Utsav

A get-together of students who have
visited Liberation Museum will take
place on April 27 at the Sultana
Kamal Mahila Krira Complex as part
of the 'Outreach program’
undertaken by the museum
authorities. Entitled 'Swadhinata-r
Utsav', the event will start at 2:00
p.m. which will continue till 6:00 p.m.
The event will include song, raffle
draw, Instant quiz competition,
Mobile Liberation Museum. The
eventwill allow only invited guests.

Group art
exhibition

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
and Bangladesh Institute of Labour
Studies are organising a weeklong
art exhibition of 10 contemporary
artists of the country from April 23.
The exhibition is a preview of another
display scheduled to be organised
jointly by the Danish Trade Union
Council for Intern-ational
Development Cooperation LO-FTF
Council and BILS in Denmark from
Novemer 2002. The present
exhibition remains open from 11:00
a.m. (Friday 3 p.m.) to 7 p.m. daily ill
April 29.

Syed Jahangir's
solo

Featuring recent artworks, the 32nd
solo art exhibition by Syed Jahangir
started at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts on April 18.The exhibition will
continue everyday from 12 - 8 p.m.
tillMay 9.

Art exhibition

Works of six noted contemporary
print makers, Shafiuddin Ahmed,
Mohammad Kibria, Mahmudul
Haque, Abul barg Alvi, Rokeya
Sultana and Anisuzzaman, are
being showcased at the city's
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka gallery.
Exhibition ends on April 26.

French cinema

'Une affaire de gout de Bernard
Rapp', a film in French directed by
Bernard Giraudean will be screened
at the auditorium of Alliance
Francaise de dhaka in the city on
April 26 at 10:00 a.m. A second
feature film from France, 'Ascenceur
pour I'echafaud' directed by Louis
Malle will be screened at the same
venue later on in the evening at 6:00
p.m. These two are in part of Alliance
Francaise's weekly film exhibition
schedule.

Symbolic, visionary and striking

Imtiaz Islam Shohag's exibitiion in La Cite international
des Arts grabs critical acclaim in Paris

SAIFUL ISLAM

ROM distance it is like

colours clogged with the

surface. From near it is like
symbols casting jigsaw puzzles.
Quite critical to the world could be
one way of characterizing Imtiaz's
works. His paintings on show in
paris features medium contempo-
rary to the world of art.

Imtiaz's paintings covers up
genre quite different from the trendy
contemporary paintings in Bangla-
desh. Folk tradition has drenched
the canvases of the giants and the
novices in Bangladesh. The fusion
of expressionism and reality in tooth
and claw is something that Imtiaz is
aiming at. The sterility of modern-
ism, distortion and the impeccable
influence of post modernism could
be seenin his works.

Together with painters from
China, South Africa, Korea, Taiwan,
Macedonia and France, Imtiaj Islam
Shohag from Bangladesh has
exhibited nine paintings from April
4th to 13th in Cité Internationale des
Artsin Paris.

La Cité Internationale des Arts is
an exotic mix of artists of different
nationalities and field of studies with

a particular focus on the visual
cultures of modernity and
postmodernity.

The activities of La Cité Interna-
tional includes painting, sculpture,
music,cinema, design, visual arts,
architecture, film making, perfor-
mance, choreography, video, multi
mediaart etc.

La Cité internationale des Arts is
a non-profit international arts center
located at 18, rue de I'Hotel de Ville,
75180 Paris cedex 04, on the right
Bank of the Seine opposite the lle St
Louis, in an area known as 'Le
Marais'. It has been welcoming
artists from all over the world for
more than thirty years whose
carreer and potential professional
development will be strongly bene-
fitting by a stay in Paris. Imtiaz, a
junior of unusual talent, with a bit of
recognition and substantial record
of achievement in the arts has
achived the facilities of the organi-
zation.

The idea of this kind of a
benificial organization was pro-
posed first in 1947 by a French
diplomat, Félix Bruno, who returning
to Paris after the war noticed that
ever increasing rents were deterring
artists. There are more than 300

studios available for artists residen-
cies within this complex, supported
by government and nongove-
rnment organisations from forty five
countries. A twenty eight member
board oversees the complex and
Bruno managesiit.

As an unusual junior talent
distinguished by its peers in Dhaka,
Imtiaj Islam Shohag is engaged on
his way of discovery in Paris is
representing the new mode of art
from Bangladesh.

Nineteen ninty nine laureate of
Dhaka Fine Arts Institute in the field
of painting, long time associate with
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, Imtiaj
has been awarded a scholarship
from the French Government in
2000 . After a year of learning
French and working in Institute of
Beaux Arts in Aix-en-Provence
(South of France), Imtiaj passed
brillantly (laureate) the highly com-
petitive contest of Ecole Nationale
Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs de
Paris. At the same time he is per-
forming his third year study in this
prestigious French Institution.

Moreover he was invited as an
artist in residence in La Cité

internationale des Arts. He has also
participated in 'Artistes du Monde' a
la galerie Bernanos , an exhibition in
Paris.

Journey back to life is the theme
of his nine paintings in Cité
internationale des Arts dealing with
the aesthetic of accident.

Accident always occurs as a
sudden change of state through the
process of which the order of things
falls irreversibly into in a primordial
chaos, impredictibility and
instabilitythis is precisely the idea
sufusing imtiaz's works.

Some paintings of Imtiaz is like
the violent metamorphose leaving
an unalterable impression embed-
ded in the consciousness as reality
is scrumbling into pieces as a bro-
ken mirror. The tragedy of life is
painted by the painter by making the
stark reality palpable by the use of
techniques exquisite and starkly
naked. Formidable is the pattern,
thought provoking are the symbols
and figuratives used by him having
poetic fervour frenziedly scattered
onthe surface.

His creations are complex and
definitely they aim at making a point.
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Focus on reality

Solo exhibition of photojournalist Firoz Chowdhury
begins at the Drik Gallery in

NAFID IMRAN AHMED
£ have no memory of my father

because he died in a train

accident when | was just five. |
came to know about him from my
mother and relatives. My father had
a camera and taking pictures was
his hobby. That is why photography
is my weakness' said photojournal-
ist Firoz Chowdhur}/ atthe inaugural
ceremony of his 4" solo photogra-
phy exhibition titled, 'Chobi Jokhon
Shongbad' (Photo As News) on April
23 atthe Drik Gallery.

At the exhibition daily Prothom
Alo's photojournalist Firoz
Chowdhury displayed his photo-
graphs which were published in the
daily along with the paper cuttings.
Eminent scholar Dr Anisuzzaman
inaugurated the exhibition as chief
guest while reputed photographer
Dr. Shadul Alam and Nasir Ali
Mamun were also present as invited
guests.

Firoz first got his camerain 1982.
He was a student of class ten. That
is when he enterted the world of
photography. He managed to buy a
professional camera in 1988 and at
the same year his first solo photog-
raphy exhibition was held at
Rangpur Public Libabry auditorium.
By 1991 another two solo exhibi-
tions were held. At the same time he
started his carrer in photojournal-
ism.

'Photojournalists need more
space’, said Dr. Anisuzzaman while
speaking at the occasion, 'we need
photojournalism based magazines
such as 'Life' where there are more
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the city

photographs then writeups.' He also
said that the beauty of the photo-
graphs taken by the photojournal-
ists also fades away when they are
printed, because of the poor printing
media. Dr. Shahidul Alam focused
on the negligency on photographers
and why photography is not been
treated as art.

Each photo displayed at the
exhibition is an individual news that
speaks for itself. The caption of it
makes it perfect, nothing else is
necessary. All these photos are
photo news published throughout
the year. The fascinating part of the
exhibition is the veriety of news that
a cameraman has captured with just
a single click. Starting from policts to
the beauty of nature, everything is
there.

Like any other photojornalsit
Firoz was always there when it
happened. Sometimes even risking

his own life to get the news, to
capture it and show it to the world.
He even waited for the flock of
migrating birds to arrive and cap-
tured the beauty of nature. He even
captured the innocent smiles and
rare moments of the life of common
people with his magical click. A
combination of all kind of emotions
is there in these photos. Rage and
anger, humor and happieness, love
and pain everything is there.

Observing his works one thing is
clear that Firoz is superb at what he
does, taking photographs. And
these photographs speak for them-
selves. All photographs dispalyed at
the exhibition are for sell and all the
money collected from the exhibition
will go to the daily Prothom Alo acid
survivors fund. The exhibition will
continue everyday from 3 to 9 p.m.
till April 29.
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