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‘China major business
partner of Bangladesh’

BSS, Dhaka

Deputy Speaker Akhtar Hamid
Siddiqui has said as a good friend
China has become a major busi-
ness partner of Bangladesh and
the economic relations between
the two countries expanded many
times over the years.

Siddiqui said this on Tuesday
as chiel guest at a discussion on
“How to Develop Sino-Bangla
Industry, Trade and Commerce”
on the occasion of the launching
of Bangladesh-China Chamber of
Industries, Trade and Commerce
(BCCITC) at a local hotel in the
city.

Chaired by BCCITC President
Mohammad Zahirul Islam Tipu,
the function was also addressed by
State Minister for Commerce Bar-
qat Ullah Bulu, Chinese Ambassa-
dor Hu Qian Wen, [ormer secre-
tary and Senior Advisor of BCCITC
Hasinur Rahman, Chairman of
Prime Bank M A Haque, Vice-
Chaimman of BCCITC Mokhles
Alam and former MP Alhaj Farhad
Ahmed Kanchan.

Siddiqui said both Bangladesh
and China were the members of
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Revad Hossain
Chowdhury, son
of Shamsuddin
Chowdhury will
be held tomor-
row at House
NOo-12, Road
¢ N0-99, Khawza
Baba Gulshan alter Asr
Prayers, says da press release.

A milad mahfil will be held on
the occasion. Relatives, friends
and admirers of the deceased have
been requested to attend the
function.

Revad Hossain died of cardiac
arrest in Atlanta, USA on April 12,

House,
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World Trade Organisation (W10)
and with the liberalisation of trade
there dre wide possibilities ol
business opportunities in many
areas between the two countries,

As China has emerged as one ol
the strongest economies in Asia, a
developing country like Bangla-
desh can learn from the example
of China that has turned its huge
population into human resources,
he added.

Wishing success of the new
trade body, Siddigui put forward a
six-point suggeston for the bene-
fit of both the economies.

Bargat Ullah Bulu said China
had made a substantial contribu-
tion to Bangladesh’s economy. Bul
there were still many possible and
lucrative sectors in Bangladesh
where China could invest, he
added.

Assuring the new trade body ol
everv possible help, Chinese Am-
bassador Hu Qian Wen said
BCCITC had a very bright future
and China was ready to help
Bangladesh in  developing 1S
l't('ll'll.ll'l'lf.'.

He said the rwo peoples would
continue to enhance their good
friendly relations in the years 1o
come.

1271 more held

UNB, bhaka

Arms Act, an official handout said.

Police arrested 1,271 people in-
cluding two identified criminals
[rom across the country in 24
hours till 6am vesterday.

The law enlorcers also recov-
ered seven firearms, 22 explosives
and 10 rounds of bullet duning the
drive and liled five cases under

Of the arrested, Chowdhury
Raithan of Khulna and Mohammad
Selim of Dhaka are identified

PHOTO PID

Newly appointed Ambassador of Kyrgyz Republic Baktybek Jolchubekovich Beshimov presented credentials to
President AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury at Bangabhaban in the city yesterday.

ADAB seminar in
Ctg April 27

CU CORRESPONDENT

criminals.

A seminar on ‘the role of mass
media and civil society in democ-
racy and good governance' will be
held at the press club auditorium
in the port city on April 27,

Association of Development
Agencies of Bangladesh (ADAB)
will organise the seminar.

The keynote paper at the semi-
nar will be presented by Sha-
hidullah Lipon, assistant professor
of Journalism Department of
Chittagong Unmiversity(CU).

Monwara Begum, president of
ADAB, Chittagong, will preside
over the seminar.

Plan to raise goat
production

BSS, Dhaka
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The government has taken a pro-
gramme for small and medium
farmers (o alleviate poverty
through raising goat production in
the country.

Minister for Fisheries and Live-
stock Sadek Hossain Khoka told
newsmen at a press conference at
the Bangladesh Secretariat here
yesterday.

He said goat farming can be
treated as a potential sector which
can contribute to the national
economy through alleviating pov-
erty, generating employment and
meeting nutrition requirement of
the people.

[he minister said economic
use of goat and expected growth in
the sector did not take place in the
past due to lack ol proper plan-
ning resulting in degradation of
the quality of our traditional spe-
cies the Black Bengal Goat.

He said the country now has a
goat population of two crore with
small lagmers rearing 93 per cenlt
of them, The economic backbone
of the® small larmers could be
strengthened  through  develop-
ment of the sector, he added.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is
expected 1o inaugurate a weeklong
programme on “Poverty Allevia-
lion through Increasing goal pro-
duction”™ on the premises ol
Bangladesh Livestock Research
Institute (BLRI) at Savar on April
27.

Replving to a question the live-
stock minister said the farmers
would get loan up to Tk 5000 Irom

Juranpur College
Appointment of
Moniruzzaman
illegal

STAFIF CORRESPONDENT

A division bench of the High Court
yesterday declared the appoint-
ment of Mohammad Moniruz-
zaman as acting principal of Ju-
ranpur Adarsha Degree College by
the Deputy Commissioner of Co-
milla illegal and without lawful
authority,

The division bench comprising
Justice Hamidul Iluq and Justice
Nazmun Ara Sultana gave the
verdict following a writ petition
filed by the founder of the college,
Major Gen (retd) Subid Ali Bhui-
yan.

'he court earlier issued a rule
nisi upon the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Comilla to show cause
why the appointment will not be
declared illegal and without lawlul
authority.

Former Law Minister Advocate
Abdul Matin Khasru appeared on
behalf of the petitioner while sen-
or advocate Khandokar Mahbub
Uddin Ahmed moved on behalf of
the plaintiff.

the programme fund and Tk 30 (o
40 thousand from the Krishi Bank
without any collateral for rearing
goals.

At the initial stage the pro-
gramme would be launched in 50
upazilas under 25 districts, he said
adding that the farmers could rear
up the Black Bengal Goats in Stall
Feeding system, if necessary, as
grazing lands have been declining
due to increase of population.

Mahathero’s body
taken to his
village home

for cremation
BSS, Dhaka
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City Corporation polls

A farce is going to be
staged today: Hanif

BSS, Dhaka

Dhaka City Corporation Mayor
Mohammad Hanif vyesterday
called for eschewing the culture of
parliament boycott as well as cre-
ating a congenial atmosphere for
joining it.

He expected free and fair polls
in_the three city corporation elec-
tions today at a Meet the Report-
ers Programme at Dhaka Report-
ers Unity (DRU) auditorium in the
city.

He, however, said “a farce” was
going to be staged today.

Making an oblique reference 1o
the four-party alliance candidate
Sadeque Hossain Khoka, Hanif
said he influenced the polls by
contestng it as a minister.

He cited the example of former
mavor Mirza Abbas, who resigned
30 days before the mayoral polls to
contest I,

Independent candidates can-
not stay at their homes: They are
on the run, he said, adding many
candidates went into hiding due to
the issuance of detention in ad-
vance, he said.

e also alleged that the rule
was not applied for identified
criminals.

Hanifl said he would go 1o cast
his vote if the atmosphere was
congenial,

He narrated his eight-year ex-
perience as the mayor of the city
as well as the capital’'s problems
and prospecits.

DRU  President Shahjahan
Sardar and General Secretary
Motaher Hossain Masum  were

presentin the function.

Fanil said: “1t was to be proved
by people through vote whether |
wads successful as a mayor. But |
am not lucky enough,

‘I make a four-point demand,
including resignation of the chief
election  commissioner, with-
drawal of cases and release of
Awami League leaders and activ-
ists and end to harassment in the
interest of Iree and fair polls,” he
said.

“I had the mental preparation
lo light the election. But 1 was
forced to kicp mysell away from
the polls as not a single demand
was met,” he added,

He congratulated
mavyor in advance.

Hanif termed the metropolitan
government as a demand of the
Lime.

BCU to celebrate

silver jubilee
UNB, Dhaka

the new

Left leaning Bangladesh Chhatra
Union (BCU) will celebrate its
silver jubilee through elaborate
programmes on April 26-27.

[he programme will begin with
placing of wreaths at the Central
Shaheed Minar at 7 am Friday. A
reunion will be held at Dhaka
University TSC caleteria at 5 pm.

A grand rally will be broughi
out from Aparajeyo Bangla on the
Dhaka University campus at 12
noon on Saturday. says a press
release.

"I had made the demand in the
interest of the people of Dhaka. |
told it to former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina,” he said.

He said the government of
Sheikh Hasina formed a commit-
(ee to consider his proposal.

The Dhaka City mayor said he
also made such a proposal to pre-
sent Prime Minister Khaleda Zia 1o
strengthen the hand of the new
mayor. People expect that their
mayor resolve the problems of safe
drinking water, power and tralfic
congestion, but no authority has
been vested in the mayor to this
end, he said, adding WASA, DESA,
Housing and T&T were not under
him.

He said despite all the short-
comings, he made ceaseless ef-
forts to resolve the problems of the
city.

Hlustrating his successes, Hanif
said holding tax was not raised,
the city corporation office was not
used to suppress political oppo-
nents and the corporation was
kept above politics,

He said BNP, Jatiya Party and
independent commissioners were
made acting mayors when he went
abroad.

Hanif said: “I never betrayed
with the people of Dhaka, I deliv-
ered more than the pledges |
made. “Terming the present po-
litical situation in the country as
polluted, he urged journalists to
make contribution to unite the
nation and help create a sound
political atmosphere in the inter-
est of the nation.
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The body of Sangharaja Jyotipal
Mahathero, most venerable and
religious head of Bangladeshi
Buddhists, was taken to his village
home at Baraigaon under Laksam
upazila of Comilla district yester-
day from the city’s International
Buddhist Monastery.

The body will be kept pre-
served into a casket at Kanak-
choitta Bouddha Bihar till his
ceremonial cremation with state
honour,

Buddhist leaders from across
the world are expected to attend
the funeral, likely to be held six
months later,

The former President of Bang-
ladesh Bouddha Kristi Prochar
Sangha and founder Chairman of
Asian Buddhist Conference for
Peace (ABCP), Bangladesh centre
Sangharaja Jyotipal Mahathero
passed away on April 12 at a clinic
in Mumbai, India, at the age of 91
due to old-age complications.

Shipping Minister Lt Col (retd)
Akbar Hossain went to the Inter-
national Buddhist Monastery at
Merul Badda to pay homage to the
most reverend Mohathero. The
minister placed wreaths on his
body and signed the condolence
book praying eternal peace of the
departed soul.

World Intellectual
Property Day
tomorrow

UNB, Dhaka

The 2nd World Intellectual Prop-
erty Day will be observed tomor-
row in the country as elsewhere in
the globe with the theme -- “En-
couraging Creativity.”

World Intellectual Property Or-
ganisation (WIPO), a specialised
agency of the United Nations, has
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes to observe the day.

The objectives of the day are

developing new technologies,
preserving intellectual property
and creating consciousness

among the people about transfer
ol technology.

Etforts underway to have
BTV on satellite: Tariqul

BSS, Dhaka

Information Minister Tariqul 1s-
lam vyesterday said the govern-
ment has already achieved suc-
CESSUS 1IN ensuring transparency in
governance and Ireedom ol the
Press.

Lhe information minister said
this when the British High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh, Dr David
Carter called on him at his olfice.

Fariqul said efforts are under-
way (o have Bangladesh Television
on the satellite and make news
and programmes more objective.

He said the government gave
fop priority to human resources
development for bringing com-
prehensive socio-economic prog-
ress,

Dr Carter said Bangladesh is
now highly praised for [reedom of

d | Lhe press and its print media enjoy

commendable independence.

He said Bangladesh has a very
good record as a moderate nation
and the communal harmony that
now exists here is commendable.,

During the meeting, the infor-
mation minister and the British
envoy reviewed the present status
ol British cooperation to the mass
media sector in Bangladesh.,

Fhey also explored potential
areas of future cooperation, par-
ticularly in the field of human
resources development and shar-
ing ol expertise. Political issues
and the need for the opposition to
join parliament also came up for
discussion.

Information  Secretary Mirza
Fasadduq Hossain Beg and Head
ol the British High Commission
Press and Public Affairs Kristian
Sharpless were present,
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CARES

services will be resumed promptly after the suspension period.

mj)new

As per the directives received from the Government we will
— have to suspend our services on the occasion of the City

Corporation Election 2002. Please note that the services will be

| suspended from 0000 hrs of 25th April 2002 to 0600 hrs of

We regret the inconvenience caused to our esteemed users. All
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We stand tall, when strength of
healing is concerned.

We stand tall with the history
of manufacturing high quality

For cuts and wounds, rinse the
area and surrounding skin and
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directly apply Kevilon antiseptic

gD Cream. Alternatively cover

the wound with clean cloth or

1 cotton tagged with Kevilon

Standing tall beside you everyday
to heal you with tender care.

antiseptic Cream and use
regularly until total recovery.

Kevilon’

Antiseptic Cream & Lotion
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