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Water crisis in Sylhet

Water Supply Project not yet completed

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylliet

The people of Sylhet town have
long been suffering from water
crisis as the Sylhet Water Supply
Project could not be completed
even two years after the scheduled
time.

Though a handful number of
well-off people had sunk deep
tubewells for collecting water,
most of the people are still de-
pendent on the shallow tubewells
and the existing water supply sys-
tem of pourasava, which cannot
meet the demand of the town-
dwellers.

Pourashava authority has an
indigenous system (o supply water
through its age-old deep tubew-
ells. It has a capacity of only 16.48
lakh gallons of water whereas the
total demand of the town-dwellers
now stands at 82,44 lakh gallons.

Also the lowering of ground-

water level has significantly con-

tributed to the water crisis, leaving
most of the deep tubewells inop-

11-party leaders
visit Jamal’s
house at Kapasia
UNB, DHAKA

Central leaders of left-leaning 11
parties yesterday visited the house
of slain Jamaluddin Fakir at Kapa-
sia upazila in Gazipur and con-
soled his family members.

Later, the leaders offered pray-
ers at the graveyard of Jamal and
held a meeting there in protest
against the death of Jamal, who
was reportedly killed by police.

In the meeting, Nirmal Sen
demanded formation of a judicial
inquiry committee headed by a
judge of the Supreme Court and
punitive measures against the
policemen involved in the killing.

I'he leaders included Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik, Nirmal Sen, Bimal
Biswas, Abdus Samad, Abu Hanif
Shahabuddin, Bazlur Rashid, Lina
Chakrabarty, Sharafat Ali, Osman
Ali and Shawkat Igbal.

Meanwhile, the two members
of the inquirv committee formed
by the Ministn \Ifairs
had interrogated the physicians at

ol Home

civil surgeon oflice and the ar-
rested people, detained in the
thana hajat with Jamal, at the dis-

(rict jail,
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erative in many arcas,

The water crisis takes a serious
turn during the winter season
every year as the shallow tubewells
do not work properly at that time.
People of Shahjalal Upashahar,
Baluchar and Shibgan) suller most
during the period.

Earlicr, ponds and wells were
being used as source ol water, bult
most of those have been filled up,
worsening the situation,

Ihe only water treatment plant
in Sylhet town, installed in 1918, is
in a very bad shape. With a capac-
ity of supply 3.9 lakh gallons ol
water, the plant is still being used
for treating water collected from
the river Surma.

Some people alleged that al-
though the age-old water treat-
ment plant was declared aban-
doned vears ago, it is being used
for reasons unknown. It IS nol
possible to make the old plant
usable even alter major repair
work, they added.

'o ease the water crisis, the
pourashava authority sank nine
deep tubewells and expanded its
supply network up to another 61
kilometres. Yet there is a great
demand for expansion ol the wa-
ter supply network,

On the other hand, it has been
found that, out of over 5000 sub-
scribers, only 700 pay the water
supply charges to the pourashava
authority regularlv. The arrears
now stands at Tk one crore and
four lakh, sources said.

Sylhet Pourashava chairman
Badar Uddin Kamran said, "We
are hopeful of completing the
project by the end of this hiscal
We sullered a lot ol hassles

year
while selecting the sites for a
number of deep tubewells. And

there are still some more problems
we had 1o overcome 1o complete
the Sylhet Water Supply Project.”

Exccutive Engineer of the De-
partment of Public Health Engi-
neering, however, said only 60 per
cent of the town-dwellers’ de-
mand would be met once the
project is completed.

According to some reliable
sources, construction of a water
tank under the nine-town project
had been remained suspended for
long and laying of pipelines in

many areas could not be com-
pleted.
I'he project titled “Second

Water Supply Project” was taken
up in 1995 under an ADB-aided
programme Jfor 9 district head-
quarters pourashavas of the
country and it was scheduled (o be
completed by 2000.
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PHOTO STARA
Preparations for DCC elections: Ballot papers for today's DCC elections were sent to different polling centres, including the Motijheel Govt. Boys'

High School (left), in the city yesterday. (Right) A polling booth is being set up at the Willes Little Flower School.

HTR opens new horizon to working children

BSS. lll}hlfju-t

Every child dreams about a bright
future. But there are many stories
to tell when a child like Shaheen
Ara says, “l want to be educated to
end the miseries of life.”

Shaheen Ara is a domestic help
in Panchlaish area of Chittagong
district. She doesn’t like her job at
all because her unpln}'vn beat her
almost every day. “They even beat
me if L don’t play with their child,”
she said with her eyes tearing.

For children like Shaheen Ara,
the Basic Education lfor Hard To
Reach (HTR) Urban Children Pro-
gramime comes as a source of res-
pite, [reedom and inspiration.

Now her most favourite time of

the day is when she attends the
classes of HTR at Sundabipara
centre at Panchlaish. Samaj Un-
navan Kendra (SUK), a non-
government  organisation, runs
this céntre, which is one of (he
hundreds  being implemented
under a government scheme.

Education Ministry took up the
project in 1998 with the linancial
support from UNICLEEF, Govern-
ment ol Sweden and DFID. The
project was designed to meet the
educational needs ol the working
children. The government is exe-
culing the programme through
dillerent non-government organi-
sations in six urban areas.

'he teachers at these learning
centres play a vital role in the suc-
cess of this programme. They not
only teach the students by creat-
ing nendly atmosphere, but also
make [requent visits to the houses
ol their students (o monitor thei
pragessiand communicate with
their familids. At Times, they also
Visit the workplaces ol the stu-

NOTICE : ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)

ANNUAL GENERAL MCEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION WILL BE HELD
UN 0OS "x'.i.‘t 2002 AT 3 PM AT BALL ROOM OF HOTEL SONARCGAQ!
ALL MEMBERS ARL REQUESTED TO ATTEND THE MEETING TO
MAKE IT A SUCCESS. AGENDA AND OTHER DETAILS ARE GIVEN IN
THE “NOTICE LETTER  FOR INFORMATION AND COMPLIANCI
| IN THE IND PHASE AFTER THE AGM “BEMEA DIRECTOR 2001-2003" |
AND “WEB-SITE" INAGURAL FUNCTION WILL BE HELD
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J010sfr. Luxurious flat at Banani
with 4 Bed, Living, Dining, Kitchen
with Cabinet. Breath takinge ereen
view of golf course and many more,
For details Please Contact
Tel : 8824344, 9882936
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Film Fair Video
Dhanmondi, Phone : 861 8595
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House To-Let at

Baridhara

A large house (5800 sft) with
spacious rooms and modern fa-
cilities is available for rent
(preferably for long term). Rent
and other terms are negotiable.
Foreigners/well reputed compa-
nies are preferred. Tel: 9887467,
8827456, 9560728

dents (0 maintain the communi-
cation link with their employers.

A teacher at the Sundabipara
centre,  Nileema  Bhatachariya,
said that she had to work very hard
(o convince Shaheen Ara's em-
ployers to let her come to the cen-
tre. "1 had to visit almost dailv for a
month to convince her employers
and her mother to allow the girl to
juin this education programme,”
she said.

When asked what she would
want to become when she will
grow up, a confident Shaheen Ara
said, "1 want to be educated and
that's all. I believe that it will bring
an end to my present suffering.”

Same is the case with Jesmin
who works at a local hotel along
with her [ather. She said she
wanted to become a doclor in

future,
A —

Actunlly while ralking 1o the
children one would feel that HTR
project has certainly sparked off a
light inside them. It has created a
firm beliel among the children
that the society has a willingness
to offer them something better
and their guardians would con-
linue to create more facilities lor
them to become worthy in lile.

Ten-year-old Shaheen said that
he could now sign his name and
read Bangla. “You know if you give
thumb print instead of knowing
how to sign your name vour prop-
erty could be cheated of you,” he
said.

The TITR Project was devel-
oped against the backdrop of the
mounting child labour debate in
the country, triggered by the
threat ol enforcement ol Harkin
Bill.

Fhe project aims to ensure ac-
cess, equity and quality education
to the working children. Quality
non-lormal education can help
prepare  working  children  for
broader options available to them
so that they can make their own
choices regarding their future.

[t is also trving to provide a
child-friendly environment where
Interactive learning takes place, By
coming to these leaming centres,
children get an opportunity to mix
with their peers and get their sup-
port, and meel teachers who are
not punitive in their ways.

The project runs a two-vear
course, itwo hours a day, six days a
week, At the end of the course,

children achieve an equivalency of

grade 3 and can be admitted to
mainstream education,
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Authority (CPA)
anniversary o-

Chittagong Port
will observe 114"
day:.

'he authority of the country’s
main seaport has chalked oul
different programmes to observe
the day.

On the occasion of the Porl
Day, the CPA will hold a seminai
on “The Role of Port Authority in
Combating Piracy: Context Bang-
ladesh” rtoday at CPA Training
Institute. The seminar will be in
augurated by Minister for Ship-
ping Akbar Hossain
““Chintagong ‘Port 'Authority ob-
‘port day''on April 25
each year as the porl was instilu-
tionalised in 1887 with the enact-
ment of Port Commissioner's Act
which was introduced on April 25,

1888. The appointed commis-
sioner started lunctioning from
[hat year

During the 9° Cenlury, the

Muslim traders known as Baniks
from Arab countries started using
the Chittagong port as their bhase
port. During the hundreds of vears
ol their use, the name and Jamv ol
Chittagong port spread far and
wide

According (o the works ol great
travellers Fa-Hicen, Hicu-en- Imlu1
and Ibne Batuta, the Chitagong
port  mingled with the ancient
civiliSation of the world. Chinese,
[urkish and traders from Middle
East and Europe used 1o trade
with this part of the world through
this port

In the 1517,

Vear joaoda Sil-

Chittagong Port Day todaif_

veria, the first Portuguese caplain,
reached the port with his ship
‘1LOPO SOANA." The year 1526
marked the anchoring ol vessels
by Captain Caaz Penira at Chil-
lagong.

During and alter the Portu-
guese presence, Chiltagong port
emerged as a busiest and com-
petitive port in Southeast Asia.
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Nearly 56pc support
PM’s proposal on
portraits: Survey

Bbbi I ik
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naugur al Session

Participants at the inaugural session of a two-day long seminar on
‘Rural Poverty Mapping in Bangladesh’ that began in the city on
Tuesday. The Planning Division in association with the LGED and the
International Rice Research Institute organised the seminar.

About 55.92 per cent people of the
country have supported Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia's proposal 1o
display the portraits of 1wo na-
tional leaders -- Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Ziaur
Rahman and the incumbent
prime minister in - government
offices and Bangladesh missions
abroad, according to a recent sur-
vey.

Khaleda made the proposdl in
her winding-up speech in the last
session of the Jatiya Sangsad on
April 10.

I'he survey was conduocted by
the Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
in lour divisional headquarters of
Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi and
Khulna,

The survey was conducted on
random sampling where majority
ol people welcomed the PM's
proposal as a move to dispel the
controversy between the two main
contending political parties -- the
ruling Bangladesh  Nationalist
Party (BNP) and the opposition
Awami League,

The past Awami League gov-
ernment had made it obligatory by
passing a law in Parliament to
display the portrait of Ban-
pabandhu  Sheikh Muajibur Rah-
man in all government, semi-
povernment  and autonomous
olffices and Bangladesh missions
abroad.

After assuming power follow-
ing the massive victory of the four-
party alliance in the October 1
pencral - elections  last  vear,
Khaleda advised the people, par-
ticularly her partymen. not 1o
show disrespect to any  photo-

graph, in an obligue relerence o
the portrait ol Bangabandhu.
During the survey, the respon-
dents were asked questions on the
proposal, its probable impact on
the prevailing political situation,
and whal other alternatives were
avallable, They had choice of mul-

- liple answers.

About 62.5 per cent of respon-
dents in Bhaka city said the pro-
posal of Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia was a moderate political ap-
proach 1o the issue and it would
have no impact on the current
political scenario if reciprocaied
by the other side.

In Chittagong, about 52.4 per
cent respondents approved of the
proposal. But 38.6 per cent ex-
pressed their doubt whether this
will ¢nd the current impasse be-
tween the two main political par-
Hes.

In Rajshahi, aboul 60 per cent
of the respondents termed the
proposal constructive and 58.62
per cent observed that the pro-
posal would help deluse the ten-
sion created centring the debale
on displaying the portrait of Ban-
gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
marn.

The 48.9 per cent respondents
of Khulna city expressed their
support 1o the proposal of Khaleda
Ziawhile 35 per eent observed that
only the portrait of head of the
government should be displayed
in the offices,

About 82.2 per cent ol the re-
spondents said that the contro-
versy over the portrait issue
should come 10 an end and politi-
cal leaders should care more
about the development of the
country.

Minister for reforms i 1n
education curriculum

BSS, bhaka

Education Minister Dr M Osman
Faruk yesterday laid emphasis on
bringing reforms to country’s edu-
cation curriculum and ensuring
quality education in classrooms 1o
prevent adoption of unfair means
in the public examinations.

“There i1s no altemative 1o

quality edu&aton _in -ibe “class- -~

tooms. to- reduce cheaungm the
public examinations,” he said
while speaking at a seminar on
cheating organised by the educa-
tion ministry here.

State Minister for Education
ANM Ehsanul Hug Milon and
Deputy Minister for Education
Abdus Salam Pintu attended the
semindr as special guesits.

Presided over by Education
Secretary Mohammad Shahidul
Alam, the seminar was attended
by Director General (DG) of Sec-
ondary and Higher Education
Abdur Rashid, DG, National Edu-
cation Management Academy

Yunus Ali Dewan, Chairman of
Secondary and Higher Secondary
IFlducation Board Prof. Moham-
mad Junaid, Prof. Hafiza Khatun
ol Lalmatia College and represen-
tatives from guardians and teach-
ers also spuke at the seminar.

He called upon all concerned
including the teachers, guardians
and the members of the civil soci-

¢y do Colpe, fortigrl_in EESISIng

unkair meansjndhe public examy-

“Mannns.

Body recovered
UNB, bhaka

Police recovered the body of an
unidentified youth, aged about 30
vears, from a jheel in city's East
Rampura area yesterday moming.

The body, with several injury
marks, was sent to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

Meanwhile, a labourer, Abdul
Mannan, 35, succumbed to his
injuries at the National Heart In-
stitute Tuesday midnight.

Six Storied House
To-Let at GULSHAN

Total Area 25000 SFT(Open Floor

or 50 bedroom attached bath) For
Residential or Commercial Purpose.
Tel #019-360990 (From any Phone)

Plot Sale

will be sold at
Adabor, Shyamoli and
Zinzira, Savar. Please
contact: 9341499

Plot

C-886

To-Let at Gulshan 1
2650 sft 1st floor luxury 3-bed
apartment, No. 201, (Rd. 27, H-
62), drawing, specious dining &
family living, large kitchen,
study, storellaundry, Italian
marble floor, built in wardrobes
and cabinets, high quality
bathrooms, geysers, ACs, maid's
room with toilet; two parking;
driver's room; lift, high capacity
generator, 24 hr, security.

Or. Hoque 8610444, 017-107439
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pharmaceutical business.

with O Q UARE

JOIN US and

STEP FORWARD TOGETHER

We are a fast growing company and the market leader in
Bangladesh with a strong history of over forty years in the
We are already in the global
business and have aggressive business plans to explore
extensively new markets.
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We are looking for a committed and qualified professional for
the following position:

€ Masters in Pharmacy/Chemistry. MBA/Ph,D preferred
® 5-7 years experience in the managerial position in any

pharmaceutical company
¢ Knowledge of current pharmaceutical technological
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advancement and its application
¢ Fluent in English and computer operation
¢ Outgoing personality, independent, well organ{zed

MEGHNA CEMENT MILLS LTD.
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1. Proposed Dividend for the year 2001 25% Cash dividend

22 May 2002 (at 11.00 AM) Please send your application, resume and two recent

passport size photos by May 10, 2002 to:

2. Date of Annual General Meeting

3. Venue of Annual General Meeting Factory premises of Meghna
Cement Mills Ltd. at Mongla

Port I/A., Mongla.
16 May 2002 to 22 May 2002

Assistant General Manager, Personnel & Administration
Square Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

4. Book Closure Square Centre

(b{)lh dilys incluxivc) ciits Bfiem 48 Mohakhali C.A, Dhaka-1212
L S A | SAUARE PHARMACEUTICALS LTD.
Company Secretary CATeTIZA. ST | Dedeected to Advanced - 7 v ﬂn/oq iy




