@The Daily Star

E D I I O I { DHAKA WEDNESDAY APRIL 24, 2002

"Where are our lead-

ers leading us to?"

| have gone through the commen-
tary "Where are our leaders leading
us to?" thoroughly. And | must thank
Mr Mahfuz Anam for such a well-
written piece. I'm sure all the con-
scious citizens will also join me in
congratulating you.

We know both our leaders of the
major political parties have stepped
into the political arena through
family dynasty. And we are aware of
their qualifications (?). The political
scenario of the last one and a half-
decade has not gone through any
significant positive change apart
from reshuffling of faces in the
ministry. Begum Khaleda Zia has
already started grooming her son as
her political successor. We have not
heard anything of Sheikh Hasina's
line up yet. But I'm sure her son
would also follow suit.

We are facing an acute leadership
crisis and with the Jamaat-e-Islami
progressing we would also probably
loose our image as a moderate
Islamic country.

Is there anyway out of this abyss
exceptforamiracle?

Shaiful Islam
Savar

Protest of FEER
Editorand BBC

Why is it, that whenever anyone
reports anything about Bangladesh
which is negative we start jumping
up and down like monkeys screech-
ing of conspiracies, propaganda,
bias and malice?

With the degree of maturity we
show, we deserve all the scorn with
which the international media treats
us. Whether or not Transparency
International was rightin labelling us
the most corrupt country in the
world, we are certainly in the top
five. As a matter of fact we were
number six for several years run-
ning and no one said a thing. If we
talk about the prevalence of bribery
we are definitely number one with a
huge margin.

The IMF and the World Bank ask us
to stop wasting money and our
economists get upset. While almost
every country upon discovering
natural resources starts exploiting it,
we vacillate. Peru also discovered
natural gas reserves a long time
ago, but political instability and
opposition to export has resulted in
Bolivia taking the lead in gas export.
Bangladesh will probably decide to
exportgas only when BNP or AL can
reinstate a one party system,
because God forbid the revenues
from gas export come in when the
otherones in power.

Our politicians rape and pillage the
country in turns and we continue to
stand by them whenever it is a
question of how foreigners perceive
us. We should take a good look at
ourselves and see what's there.
Bangladesh may not be a cocoon of
terror, but we oppress women just
as well as the Pakistanis. Rather
than criticise the Review, think
about the twisted psyche of so many
of our countrymen, who throw acid
on women and rape infants to
death. Or the people who will come
and burn down your home if you're
accused of blasphemy.

Next week we will be electing a
mayor who promises to swat flies,
secular terrorists (to avoid that post
9-11 misunderstanding) to run the
city wards and a bumbling Home
Minister trying to take mobiles away
from policemen.

Bastiat
Dhaka

ETV's fate

Ekushey TV is now walking on a thin
line. The popular TV channel's
future is lying on the decision of the
Supreme Court. | am quite sure this
TV channel is popular among the
honb'l judges too and they will also
miss this channel ifitis shut down.
However, we do agree that gross
irregularities, violation of rules
occurred during the issuance of
license of ETV and the ETV authori-
ties need to pay for it. But while
ensuring rule of law, several things
need to be considered as well.

1. The popularity of this channel
among the Bangladeshis and also
among the expatriate Bangladeshis
cannot be ignored. Its various
programs, news presentations and
reporting has brought a new dimen-
sion in our television broadcasting.
2. Those who have been working in
ETV for the last two years have
given their very best to raise this
channel to such a height, shutting
down this channel would act as a
severe blow to their morale as well
astotheircareer.

Hence the Supreme Court can show
leniency by imposing penalties
without cancelling the broadcasting
license for the sake of the viewers
and the excellent team that is work-
ingin ETV.

Masum H. Khan
Dhaka

Onreducing deficit

One must appreciate the esteemed
Finance Minister Mr. Saifur
Rahman's proclivity towards fiscal
conservatism. Reducing deficit
spending cannot be but positive for
a country like Bangladesh. We
simply cannot at this stage afford to
add mounting inflation, fuelled by
unbridle government spending, to
our imposing list of concerns. How-
ever, the way the issue of cutting
deficits is being approached maybe
flawed.

A balanced budget cannot be by
itself the answer to Bangladesh's
economic problems. In fact, | am not

wants to be elected for.

Questioning Mayoral Election c

Of Mayors and chickens and goat

People of Dhaka City have recently been witnessing the cam-
paigns of Mayoral and Commissioner's election in some form or
another. The typical form of campaigning is posters and graffiti on
walls, demonstration, miking etc. However these methods are
damaging the city for which they (mayor and commissioner)

| personally, when thought about it rationally; found this
extremely alarming. If we proceed to examine the mayor's funda-

ampaign methods

mental duties towards the citizens, one will find that their method
of campaigning contradicts their promises.

When travelling around Dhaka City (which is very densely
populated) one will find only a handful of walls that have not been
subjected to graffiti. As the election date is nearing, the use of
mike throughout the day has become unbearable; causing noise
pollution. Another method that does not go unnoticed is sticking
posters all around. We suffer from traffic congestion in Dhaka as it
is, but these unscheduled demonstrations only causes further
disruption. Another important issue, is that, once the election is
over there are two options. The options are that the elected mayor
either leaves all the stickers and graffiti on or cleans it up. If they
decide to leave it as it is then they are not fulfilling their election
pledges and if they clean the city then we do know that, it is at the
expense of the government, in other words the taxpayers' money.
To me neither of these two options is satisfying enough for me to
cast my vote for any of the candidates.

| fully understand that campaigning during any election period
is of great importance for the candidates, however, there are other
alternatives which in the long run would save money, create less
public inconvenience and not perceive the elected mayor as a
man contradiction. The form of campaigning that | would suggest
is organising public meetings and demonstrations, posters only
on billboards (which they can construct in all areas) and through
newspapers and other media, personal visits etc.

Ahmed
West Rampura, Dhaka

quite sure whether it is part of the
answer at all. The nation is in dire
need of improved human and capi-
tal infrastructure. We need better
roads, schools, healthcare, financial
facilities and power sources. Priva-
tising these services will not insure
the proper provision of these ser-
vices. Given the market imperfec-
tions and the unavailability of con-
sumer information it is very difficult
to gauge the willingness to pay for
essential facilities such as educa-
tion and healthcare. And that is
assuming that people are actually
wealthy enough to pay for them.
Private enterprise will not cater to
markets where markets do not exist.
Therefore the outreach of services
such as healthcare, power and
education might be severely cur-
tailed if they are placed under the
auspices of private business. For
the time being most of these ser-
vices must be publicly provided.
This obviously calls for government
spending

The Finance Minister is right in
curtailing excessive spending on
loss making public industries.
However, it is not a question of how
much we spend but rather what we

such as the IMF and the World
Bank. However, it may not be the
panacea to Bangladesh's long-term
ills. Achieving budget balance by
stopping government spending
altogether instead of focusing on
disciplined spending will be like
throwing the baby out with the bath
water.

Iresh Zaker
USA

New rules for visa

The Home Ministry is really and truly
mad. As far as | know, the only place
worth visiting where a Bangladeshi
can get a visa on arrival is Hong
Kong. Any other country would be
mad to allow us deshis in with
VOAs. Allowing that to happen is the
same as inviting a few hundred
thousand flower sellers, peddlers
and shopkeepers. Anyone who's
been to any resort in Thailand has
seen for themselves what can
happen when you let in
Bangladeshis on VOAs.

For most westerners, Bangladesh is
an unpleasant place to visit.
Bureaucratic red tape, pollution,
chaos, a general lack of amenities

An air of controversy

and operations in Roumari?

Sabir Abdus Samee
Great Britain

MW
Dhaka

"MIGs and helicopters"™

considers India as our allies and Burma as our enemy! What
aboutborder clashes with India?

He thinks Army is a threat to our democracy because it is
involved in the finance sector. Chinese Army is also involved in
the finance sector, which makes it more productive.

Is Mr Biggles a pro- Indian intellectual who often gives state-
ments in support of India? The nation should be aware of these
pro-Indian intellectuals who are against our Armed Forces.
Where were these silent observers when our Armed Forces
foughtin 1971, counter terrorist operations in hill tract districts

*

This is in response to Mr Biggles' letters (April 19 and 21) in
which he had fluctuating opinions. Though | am for some
fighter capability in our Air Force, | quite liked his first letter,
which included suggestions of strategic importance. But in his
next letter, he takes a U-turn and says, "l argued for SAMs to
mollify silly faux nationalists who think India would possibly
invade us and that we have to prepare against such an eventu-
ality." He also goes on to say that we have no need for the
Army, Navy or Air Force and that all the money 'wasted' on
military hardware is worth nothing.

May | point out that 'because we have the Armed forces' the
possibility of India's invading our land is very slim. Dissolving
our Armed forces? We certainly don't want to fight tanks with
catapults. If saying that classifies me as a silly then so be it. But
| certainly don't need dual thinking intellectuals to 'mollify’ me.

The military preserves democracy and don't you think flying
our own flag is worth the money poured into military hardware?
Printing humorous letters is one thing, but printing such comic
ones must be taken with a pinch of salt.

Mr. Biggles' ideologies are
unacceptable. The only point
he made is that he is against
Bangladesh Army but support-
ing the Indian Armed Forces.
Sri Lanka did not keep a pow-
erful military in 1940's but
when the civil war broke out
they suffered a lot. Mr. Biggles

*

spend on. The focus should not be
so much on balancing the budget
but rather changing the channels of
spending. Reasonable amounts of
deficit even in the long run will not
spiral the country into stagflation. As
long as we refrain from the fiscal
excesses of the Latin American
countries in the early 80s we should
be in acceptable shape in that
regard. However, unnecessary
austerity measures now will drasti-
cally retard the progress of the
nation in the future.

The priority of the present govern-
ment should not be to reduce
spending per se but to shift public
expenditure from non-essential to
essential service sectors that can-
not be reasonably catered to by
private enterprise. The government
must place equal importance on
preventing financial losses through
corruption and administrative
excesses. One cannot stress
enough on the exigency of limiting
fiscal deficit by means of reducing
systemic excess.

Abalanced budget is always attrac-
tive and | am sure it would be appre-
ciated by international agencies

and an absolute dearth of nightlife is
what characterises us.

Since Bangladesh is not, according
to the government, a haven for the
Taliban or a destination for interna-
tional criminals what is the harm in
granting VOAs to all eligible visi-
tors?

All the Home Ministry has done is
create another reason why Bangla-
desh should be avoided by all but
the most desperate of Korean
businessmen and the cheapest of
the cheap garments importers.

MA
Dhaka

United we stand,

divided we fall

The letter writers being concerned
of the prevailing state of the country,
write letters in different dailies with
the intention to attract the attention
of the authorities concerned to
move the society in a positive direc-
tion.

But the letter writers can rarely draw
the attention of the authorities
concerned. So if we, the letter
writers unite under the banner of
'‘Bangladesh Society of Letter

Writers', we may work with a greater
force which may pave the path to
better governance.

Emdadul Haque Badsha
Khulna

"Mir Zafar the

Uzbek and we"

If l understood correctly, Mr Faruque
Hassan maintains that anyone who
criticises Bangladesh is a traitor?

| too don't agree with the premise of
the FEER report, but | also support
their right to print it. Just because |
disagree with it does not make it
necessarily wrong. The article
should have dwelled more on
Jamaat-e-Islami. They actively
supported the Pakistani repression
during the Liberation War and
without any reckoning have been
welcomed with open arms by both
AL and BNP. Also, not mentioned in
the report, Sheikh Mujib, President
Zia, Ershad and Sheikh Hasina all in
turns appeased this party. Personal
revulsion aside, if Jamaat-e-Islami
wishes to be a partnerin the govern-
ing of this country, their role in '71
should also be clear.

The traitors are the people who
would ally themselves with this party
just to improve their chances of
grabbing power.

As for the Transparency Int. report,
well, | agree with that one. Bangla-
desh, in regards to the prevalence
of corruption, is probably the most
corrupt country in the world.

You are a traitor to your country, Mr
Faruqgue, if you try to stifle the many
voices and opinions that make us
what we are. Otherwise we might as
well be another North Korea.

Tintin

Dhaka

Sessionjamin DU

The Law Department authorities in
DU are very much indifferent to its
students regarding session jam. It
always takes a lot of time i.e. almost
a year to publish the results of LL.B
(hons), LLM and other course final
exams and that seems unreason-
able.

However, For the 1999-2000 ses-
sion the authority assured and
published results within three
months after the exams. We were
hopeful that same would be the
case with the later exams. But more
than five months have passed since
our exam is over still we're waiting
for the result. Would the authorities
concerned please tell us when
would we be able to get our exam
result?

Sufferers
Law Dept, Dhaka University

"Should our sons

come back?"

| have been very keenly reading the
letters "Should our sons come
back?". | have a son studying in
USA and | have absolutely no hesi-
tation to say that | expect my son to
come back to his country in riches or
in poor, in happiness or in misery.
This is his country and if he does not
come back, he will be a defaulter,
very synonymous to the loan
defaulter we often despise. He used
the country's land, air, water, nutri-
ents for his mental and physical
growth without which he would not
qualify to go abroad to study or
work, if he does not pay back his
country what he borrowed, what
else canltermhim?

We do not have the option to choose
our mother or father we choose our
friends only, likewise we can not
choose our place of birth. Adiamond
will shine wherever it is placed,
whether in precession tools,
glasscutters or inside a Swiss
watch. Just like that a jewel in USA
will shine equally in Bangladesh,
he/she does not require a mama or
a chacha for his/her luminosity, what
they requires is dedication, hard
work, sincerity and strength of
character.

On this Pahela Baisakh | was invited
by such a person to visit his newly
constructed factory near Sripur, |
was awe-struck by this world class
factory. It made me so happy and
proud of him. I have seen quite a few
factories all over the world and |
would rate this factory one of the
best of its kind. The efficient layout,
production planning and marketing
of this organisation which made a

humble beginning less than eight
years ago and within this short span
of time it can now compete with any
international organisation of its
class.

The very person behind this wonder
studied abroad but returned home
to compete in this 'lawless jungle'
and without any mama, chacha's
help made his place in the society. |
also met the proud mother who
thought her son should come back
and so hedid.

Should we not expect our jewels
abroad to come back and make their
contribution to their country like that
gentleman did? Please do whatever
is required to enrich your knowledge
and skill, take the best from whoever
possible, go east, go west, north or
south, take as much time as is
required, acquire as much wealth as
you can (legally) but please do not
abandon your country. Please
remember you need your country
more than your country needs you.

Capt.M.Khaliquzzaman
Banani, Dhaka

Crime-zone

We often come across words like
Sports-zone, Health-zone etc. But
what about 'Crime-zone'. From the
deteriorating law and order situation
can't we say that we are living in a
'Crime zone'?

We are helplessly trying to escape
from the prevailing anarchy. But
none is there to rescue us. Even
after 31 years of independence we
are unable to live in a peaceful and
secured life. What can be more
regrettable than this?

Sajib Saha
Dhaka

T&T mobile phone

It is heartening to read the news
item in the local dailies (April 16) that
T&T will be providing 10 lakhs
mobile phones within two years
time. And it will cost less than the
service provided by the private
mobile operators.

The Awami League government
had also planned to introduce
mobile phones through T&T and
tenders were also called in this
regard, but due to the undue influ-
ence of vested quarters, the project
was delayed or abandoned.

T&T mobile phone service will bring
the mobile phone facility to the
doorsteps of the middle class and
lower income group, who cannot
afford the high price and call charge
offered by private telecom opera-
tors.

Since the T&T mobile service will
impel the private operators to
reduce their existing operation rate,
vested quarters will lobby to delay or
abandon the initiative of the T&T
mobile project. The private mobile
operators while enjoying monopoly
are charging exorbitant rates and
have even gone back on their prom-
ise to provide free incoming call

service.

We would therefore request the
Telecom Ministry to ignore any
suggestions to delay the introduc-
tion of T&T mobile service and
rather expedite the process to
enable the low-income group to
avail the mobile phone facility at a
lower cost.

We also laud the role of the T&T
Ministry for providing low cost
Internet service to its subscribers.

B.B.Rahaman
Chittagong

Welcome back,
polybags!

The crusade of words and some
actions instigated by the Ministry of
Environment against the polybags
is over. The gratified ministry has
now gone to slumber having been
crammed up to the neck with all the
praises bestowed on it for taking
such along waited stand as banning
the use of polybags in some cities of
the country.

To satisfy the craving for the poly-
thene on the part of our drains and
sewerage, riverbeds and arable
lands, the polybag has come back.
Before the ban, those were black
and thin; now thicker and of different
splendid colours, which are inundat-
ing the market places of our capital
city.

While banning the polybags, the
government promised to supply jute
bags at the rate of Taka 2 a piece as
the substitute. No shopkeeper is
willing to sell it at a price lower than
Taka 10. Who is to compel them to
sell jute bags at government fixed
price? How come that most of the
shopkeepers use the banned

they are supposed to be eradicating
corruption and terrorism from soci-
ety. Is this why we have elected BNP
to power?

Mujibul Haque
Dhaka

Does UN still exist?

Yasser Arafat's Headquarter at
Gaza was destroyed by the Israeli
missile attacks and the Palestinian
President is still house arrested. Yet
the US is emphasising the need of
controlling his Palestinian 'terror-
ists'l

What is the UN doing? Has the UN
been domesticated? The Palestine
was to form a sovereign state with
the Capital Jerusalem as was
visualized in the UN Resolution of
1967. Is there any headway of this
crisis?

MAS Molla
Dhaka

Worst part of the

new law

It seems BNP is only the other side
of the same coin. They proved it by
enacting the new anti terrorism law
replacing the infamous Public
Safety Act. The worst part of the new
law where it states "Obstruction to
works of Government officers and
employees and their relatives"
made me shiver. By enacting such
law BNP is only isolating itself from
the mass. The law in effect is an
anti-people law.

Every one having to deal with the
government offices has the bitter
experience of the arrogant attitude
of the government employees. Most
of the employees including even a

corruption from the society. But the
government is silent about it. This is
the root cause of the failure of the
administration. The government is
yet to take any firm step against
corruption and corrupted employees.
We have never heard of any punish-
ment that was awarded to any gov-
ernment and semi-government
employee for taking bribe.

As regards tackling street crimes
and violence there should be a
special taskforce highly trained and
determined to deal with the law
breakers in the streets and locality.
They should create fear in the minds
of the terrorists by their swift actions.
They should remain camouflaged
and swoop on the miscreants with-
out any warning. Only this way one-
day peace may return to our society
and people may repose their confi-
dence and trust in the administra-
tion.

AB M Zakaria
East Shewrapara, Mirpur Dhaka

"Banning is not the

way to fight criticism"
This refers to Mr. Ashfaque
Chowdhury's letter (April 22). Here
you go again Mr. Chowdhury. You
are turning the issue into a matter
between you and me, which should
not have been the case.

Are we trying to hide behind oxymo-
ron and innuendoes? Just as US
Ambassador Mary Ann Peters has
said, we have to "put things into
proper context" and | add we have to
focus on the issues under discus-
sion.

You are right Mr. Chowdhury, "we
still have to worry and keep constant
watch - primarily, as long as we have

The Right rises

French politics is so wonder-
fully entertaining! Anyone
who's followed the run up to
the elections must be having
fits of laughter. | was smiling so
much driving to work that
people were staring at me.

The dour Trotskyite school-
teacher Prime Minister has
lost. Well for once French
voters seem to have done a

French elections

sensible thing, since the
socialists are half the reason
why France is a laggard in
economic development.

The coup de resistance is
the runner up Le Pen. France
now has the dubious honour of
being the only country in the
world whose Presidential
runner-up's ex-wife posed in
the Playboy Magazine (I was

justreading the interviews)!

Le Pen is one of the most
odious men in European poli-
tics. Not only that, but he has
managed to remain offensive
for many years now. Some of
his views on taxation and
government interference for
instance are sensible but
anathema to most French
voters.

What makes all this so much
funnier is that France's current
world cup winning football
team is half made up of players
of North African descent. The
same people whom Le Pen
wishes to deport.

In domestic news the Mayor
in  waiting, Sadek Hossain
Khoka, promises to eradicate
mosquitoes, traffic and crime
in that order. The same sort of
vacuous comments as made
by beauty pageant contes-
tants when they promise to
work for world peace.

Bewoulf
Dhaka

polybags? Have they reached an
‘open secret' deal with 'them' to pay
regular toll in exchange of having
the liberty in using polybags at will?
What may happen in this country, it
is 'they' who are the ultimate gain-
ers.

Faruque Hasan
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Leaders and criminals
When 270 identified criminals are
able to submit nomination papers
for the DCC elections, we cannot be
very hopeful about good gover-
nance and rule of law. As The Daily
Starreport of March 24 says, "Many
of them are accused in multiple
sensational murder cases and they
are now using political identity as
their shield." Many of these crimi-
nals have sought nominations from
more than one wards and are des-
perately lobbying to get BNP's
blessing.

However, this frustrating state
doesn't seem to bother the Home
Minister and the ruling party though

MLSS facing the general public
poses as an authority, makes his
own interpretations of rules and
force people to feel helpless and
intimidate them to pay bribe at the
sametime.

Some of them are so merciless that
they will create conditions to extract
money. They are corrupt up to the
neck. One has to openly grease
their palms to get a simple and
straightforward action done. One
has to openly pay bribe to each and
every signatory on the paper. Even
the most vital part of export sector
(the nation's lifeline) is not
exempted from their clutch. The
above clause of the law will only
encourage the government ser-
vants to be more defiant and
aggressive. From now on they will
act more as masters but not as
public servants. This will humble the
position of the aspirants seeking
public service. Any body protesting
their illegal and illogical action will
be nowhere.

No amount of any law will be effective
in this country without rooting out

the fifth columnists in our midst. As
and when these 'snakes under
grass' are effectively taken care off,
the task ahead would be less
treacherous - no doubt." The
defeated forces of 1971 are still
amongst us and dream a theocratic
state like Iran or Talabani
Afganistan(!). We also know that
there are people amongst us who
want justify torture of prisoners
under custody and thereby want to
make us citizen of a police state.

Let us work together to maintain the
high democratic ideals of human
right, civil right and freedom of
expression as proclaimed as guar-
anteed by our constitution!

Ahmed K. Rashid

Azimpur Road, Dhaka

Igbal Ahmed
New Eskaton Rd, Dhaka

Middle East, the Arab leaders
and our intellectuals

UN special envoy to the Middle East Terje Roed-Larsen described
the devastation of Jenin refugee camp invaded by the Israeli army
as "horrific beyond belief". UNRWA chief Peter Hansen described
the situation there as "horrific". UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
said on 18th April 2002 that he was deeply disturbed by the report
of horrific devastation he received from two UN officials in the
Middle East who had visited parts of the Jenin refugee camp ear-
lier. In other words it's a humanitarian catastrophe.

And what are our Arab leaders doing? They are only issuing
statements and more statements after every meeting, sitting in
well-furnished and air-conditioned rooms. What a shame and
tragedy! The Arab leaders behave with the Palestinians and non-
Arab Muslims in such a way as if they are untouchables. Sorry to
say that the white skinned people are more near and dear to the
Arab leaders than the Palestinians and the non-Arab Muslims.

Trial of war criminals

Now, as the Jenin massacre is over after three weeks of brutal
onslaught on the Palestinians, we are hearing another sermon
from the White House. President Bush, the so-called leader of the
civilised world called Prime Minister Sharon "a man of peace".

Sharon is not only responsible for the recent massacre in Jenin
but also for the wholesale genocide in Sabra and Shatila during
the Lebanon War in 1982. Now this war criminal-- the butcher of
humanity is called a harbinger of peace by no other than George
Bush! And Bush says this in total sobriety.

So as a war criminal and as an accomplice of all the horrific acts
both Sharon and Bush should be tried in the newly ratified Interna-

tional Criminal Court.

John Arif
LosAngles, USA

Cages within cages within...
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