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[ 2 | EFA week 22-26 April, 2002 | J
1 | ? Staiement for the p United Nations Children's Fund @ Bangladesh Country Office | s . ol
| | 1 The Millennium Development Goals provide us with an expanded vision of development ! _
| |one that vigorously promotes human development as the key to sustaining social and 22 April 2002'
‘economic progress. One of the prime goals is to ensure that, by 2015, children every-
‘'where, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling. .
Bangladesh is far ahead of many other developing countries and has recorded sub- Message from M(?l'tefl GleISing'UNICEF |
stantial progress in education. Almost as many girls are now enrolled as boys in pri- Representative in Bangladesh b |
: * : tion have | Fr |
mary and secondary schools. Bangladesh's efforts and success in girls'education ha UNIGER ds Dleased: forofn: theGovermiment of Bangladesh i fhe GlSevafice ull ¥ / {
ts)een i(ior:lrrlr;ende;l :25?::1 ::l;ler\:;r;i;s B N e it ik it cnahiclated by the International Education for All (EFA) Week which offers an opportunity to reaffirm com- {i o i
) DU L Dl S, X y mitments to ensure access, quality and address equity issues in the education system in
‘ World Education '
r"md Cotngrin(‘e;n Ed;fatiznrii?;ggoats‘iﬁ;nze:(;;};il;?:;iiiiif:?;:ﬁ;?::?ﬁ ;);;Efade{;; new:r o Bangladesh. A major goal of our cooperation is to enable all children to have equal pportunity to go to school. stay
QEUID Al Pakar, ocnegal Myap : : 2 | in school, and have a meaningful education.
. : . ' / t
school. Cfir.ls education will continue to remain crucial for sustaining achievements in poverty improvemen TheAVar sttt for Chilt certint 1990 pave priority to primany editeation sudiremiocced TN CER s
of the quality of education. 2 LT R R of the major global actors for quality education for all children. At the World Education Forum 2000 the United
: .
The World Bank has long been a partner of Bangladesh in its efforts to achieve the go u | Nations Secretary General announced the UN Girls’ Education Initiative, placing girls’ education at the centre of]
EFA week a dreat success. the Education for All goal. As the lead agency for this initiative, Girls' Education features as a key priority in
Frederick T Temple UNICEF's Medium Term Strategic Plan. |
rC ¢ D.irectOII‘) UNICEF sees itself as a key EFA partner at national, regional and global levels. Investment in education
Tcl}]inwrgrld Bank. is essential if the human capital of each nation is to attain its potential. In Bangladesh, we have been pro- |
| _ viding technical and financial support to increase enrolment, ensure quality education and help learmng
| 8AParibaph, Dhaka 1900 opportunities for working children. |
| UNFPA | wish the ‘Education for All' Week great success and hope it will help every child in Bangladesh to access)
' M T st
{ & ‘; essage g% United Nations quality education: Educate Every Child! O , |
| | ——= POpUlation Fund , |
4 , J
| 'We are very much happy to learn that Education for All (EFA) Week (22-26 April) 2002 Morten Giersing |
3 is being observed in Bangladesh under the leadership of Bangladesh government. This " Representative |

reflects the implementation of Dakar Strategies for EFA, where the first strategy
describes the strong national political commitment of EFA. ~
' Being one of the EFA partners globally, UNFPA has its particular role in accordance
!with the Dakar Framework for Action = ‘EFA in reproductive health programmes" along
' with ‘policy development’ role with other stakeholders.

| At this point, I would recall the ICPD Programme of Action (PoA) adopted in Cairo in
1994, which clearly states the pivotal role of education in empowering women and
ensuring that they can attain a quality of life that enables them to enjoy their rights.
The PoA clearly spells out that the reduction of fertility, morbidity and mortality and the
'empou erment of women are largely assisted by progress in education. The PoA also underlines the importance

ol young people having access to education and information on reproductive health through different media.
fWe owe this to our young people if we expect them to make positive and responsible personal and behaviour-
'al choices in adolescence and in adulthood.

At the onset of this EFA week 2002, I would like to reiterate about the EFA in the broader context. This
sets education in the context of sustainable human development - stating that education is key and should
take place in the broader context of development planning, Besides, two of the Millennium Declaration goals
for development and poverty eradication relate to education: that is achieving universal completion of prima-
ry schooling and achieving gender equality in access to education by 2015. This is vital in particular to help-
ing girls to progress in adulthood, marry later and delay the birth of the first child.

As regards to the immediate target and timeline of Dakar Framework of Action for eliminating gender dis-
parities in primary and secondary education by 2005, UNFPA Bangladesh has been assisting Ministry of
Education and Primary and Mass Educatlon Division by undertaking population and family life education pro-
jects through NCTB and DNFE under it's 5t Country Programme Cycle.

. UNFPA wishes the EFA week 2002 a success and feels proud to be a partner of this endeavour. Let us join
7 3 Ehands and commit ourselves to do all we can to increase access to education, especially for girls and improve
}Lhe quality of education in Bangladesh. -

UNICEF Bangladesh
Message from the Director-General of UNESCO to the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh on the occasion of the launch of EFA Week 22-26 April, 2002 |

Two years ago this week, your country was among the 164 nations participating in the World Education|
Forum in Dakar, Senegal, who pledged to make education for all a reality by 2015. We are gratified to learn|
that Bangladesh is celebrating this event. It is significant that you, Prime Minister, are leading these celebra-|

tions, thereby placing your clear support behind the efforts to promote everyone's right to education.

Time and time again, Bangladesh has demonstrated that real strides are made when support {rom Lht’ll
highest political level is forthcoming. Your participation in the Nine High-Population Countries (E-9) Initiative|
is a case in point. Bangladesh, indeed, has demonstrated an exemplary commitment to the cause of EFA.|
Struggling against heavy odds, you have led the way in a number of spheres. These include the consistent]
promotion of non-formal approaches, serious efforts to narrow the gender gap, the use of the mother tongue|
at the primary level, food-for-education schemes and partnerships with non-governmental organizations.

We commend you on your impressive programme for Education for All Week and the broad and div E‘FbE
range of activities that have been planned. We are convinced that the way forward requires not only enhanfed
educational delivery but also the strengthening of the demand for education.

We hope that Education for All Week will serve to spread the EFA message far and wide throughout the
world. It is a message that must reach not only those in government who are responsible for decisions mdI
policies affecting education but also the population at large whose rights and interests are at stake in the

| | enhancement of educational access and quality.
| wish vou a very successful EFA Week. |

UNFPA Representative in Bangladesh Koichiro Matsquraj

} Suneeta Mukherjee
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