RECOMMENDATIONS

Sculpture
exhibition

A weeklong solo exhibition of
sculptor Rasa is going on at
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
thatendson April 20.

Syed Jahangir's

solo

Featuring recent artworks, the 32nd
solo art exhibition by Syed Jahangir
will start at the Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts on April 18 at 6 in the
evening. Minister M. Morshed Khan
willinaugurate the exhibition as chief

guest.

The exhibition will continue
everyday from 12-8 p.m. till May 9.

Photography

Exhibition

To commemorate September 11
tragedy and to pay tribute to the
victims, a photography show
sponsored by The American Centre
ofthe U.S Embassy, is running at the
city's Drik Gallery. The show is
exhibiting 27 pieces taken by
renowned photographer Foel
Meyerowitz from World Trade
Centre site. Exhibition is open from 3

to 8 p.m. till April 20.
Artshow

An exhibition of recent paintings
by Murtaza Baseer is being held
at the city's Gallery Shilparag at
Dhanmondi. The show is open
from 11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. that

ends today.

Satranji exhibition
A week-long show of traditional rug
(Satranji), marking Bengali New
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Message of fraternity

Renowned sculptor Rasa holds solo exhibition at the gallery
of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy in the city

Aziz AMIRUL

ANGLADESH Shilpakala

Academy hosts a solo

exhibition, in its gallery, of
some of the recent works of Rasa, a
renowned sculptor of the country.

The exhibition of Rasa is dedi-
cated to International Mother Lan-
guage Day, Golden jubilee of Lan-
guage Movement and Bangla New
Year. The display comes as one
from the artist after a break of four-
teen years and it contains 29 wood
carved masterpieces those present
shapes and structures of all the
alphabets available in Bangla lan-
guage.

'When | started creating artistic
wood curved pieces those were
simple monumental structures that
had only some outer forms. But
since the last decade or so | started
working with projects those were
created with inner structures and
compositions keeping the outer
shapes and boundaries unchanged
and intact', mentions Rasa while
commenting on one of his exhibits
kept at the Shilpakala gallery. One of
the two works priced at taka two lacs
fifty thousand is a structure that
consists of closely attached alpha-
bets on the outer edge and one
could discover a blooming floral
form of a lotus created inside the

sculpture. 'l decided to work with
alphabets, lifeline of our mother
tongue for which we had to sacrifice
in millions since the Sipahi mutiny of
1789, the language movement of
1952 and ultimately during the War
of Independence'. As Rasa feels, the
holiness of a flower can be matched
with that of an alphabet, a force that
is very much essential for the pros-
perity of our social values and for
elevation of the human principle.

As he further says, 'When the
viewer has to see the inner structure
of the composition the person has to
lean and make body movements for
best viewing and here lies the suc-
cess of my creation. Here | am able
to impose control and limitation
upon the viewer. In his limited
capacity one has to move forward or
backward or lean sideward to see
the floral formation inside'.

One of the most important
aspects of the ongoing exhibition
lies in the fact of light transfer, a new
invention of the sculptor that is put in
most of his works of the recent
times. Hole is created in particular
portions of the wood carved pieces
and through those passes streaks of
surrounding light.

While elaborating and explaining
the issue Rasa claims that such
work of light transfer on wood sculp-
ture has hardly been done in this

Year's day, is being held at 13/A/2,
Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Gulshan-2.
The show remains open everyday
from 10a.m. to 9 p.m. till April 20.

Art exhibition

Works of six noted contemporary
print makers, Shafiuddin Ahmed,
Mohammad Kibria, Mahmudul
Haque, Abul barq Alvi, Rokeya
Sultana and Anisuzzaman, are
being showcased at the city's
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka gallery.

Art exhibition

Solo art exhibition of Rashid Khan
continues at Shilpangan gallery in
the city. The show is open from 10
a.m.to 8 p.m. till April 20.

Art exhibition

Solo painting exhibition of Uttam
Ghosh concludes today through a
ceremony at the National Museum
Lobby at 5:30 p.m. Noted fashion
designer Bibi Russel State Minister
for Culural Affairs, Begum Selima
Rahman will attend the programme

—

part of the world during the last
several centuries. 'lt seems to me a
like a game full of life and energy
when | observe the passing of light
through the holed head of a certain
alphabet that ends up on the body
surface of another alphabet lying
close', adds the sculptor.

‘The commoners lack most of the
basic amenities and are highly
confused and unsure of following a
particular national philosophical
ideology, says Rasa. 'What | feel is
that the actual ideology of the com-
moner should come from the proper-
ties of the alphabets, which has
been earned through sacrifice of
several million lives', comments
Rasa, who strongly believes that art
and sculpture should specially, be
designed for the well being of the
common society. 'l feel that a
national dictum should be "Jiboner
jonno Shilpa" that means Art for life’
he adds.

It may be recalled that Rasa, in
1987, burnt to ashes four of his
famous creations in protest of a
cultural policy that was implemented
by the government of Ershad at that
time.

The exhibition that started on
April 13 continues till tomorrow from
11:00a.m.to 7 p.m.
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A curious interpretation

Dhaka savors Theatre Triebwerk's musical adaptation of the classic Moby Dick

SAIFUL ISLAM

G

OETHE-Institut Dhaka
(German Cultural Centre)
presented an award win-

ning production from Germany of
the universally adored classic Moby
Dick (a novel by Herman Melville) in
co-operation with the Bangladesh
Centre of the International Theatre

Institute. The theatrical production
of witty words, surpassingly creative
and innovative acting and lighting,
and carefully knitted lovely numbers
supplied food for thought for the

theater lovers of Dhaka.

The fact that comes up at the
surface is the initial problems of
human life. The central features like
survival and challenge are endowed
upon the two major charact-
erslshmael and Ahab. Ahab comes
late on the stage, though he is the
one who challenges the absolute

and cruel but strangely splendid
world of Moby Dick, the fearsome
white whale, the killing machine of
the ocean. Though Ishmael is
overshadowed after the appear-
ance of Ahab, his comments and
occasional reappearance helped
the progress of the theatrical piece.

Erick Schaeffler, an actor brim-
ming with comic energy played the
role of both Ahab and Ishmael. His
subtle portrayal of these two charac-
ters that reside on the two com-
pletely different classes of the
society is worth savoring. Ahab
controls sailors, whalers and the
ship, Ishmael works in the ship.
Ahab is crippled and had a past that
haunts him, Ishmael is fresh, curi-
ous, easy-going, funny and has a
future that will make him the teller of
an unforgettable story. Erick
Schaeffler wares sometimes ridicu-
lous and sometimes serious guise.
He changes costumes and man-
ners. His transition from a happy go
lucky budding whaler to menacing
and tensed Ahab created an anxi-
ety, which is central to the novel.
This helped to keep the suspense of
the production.

The entry of the savage
harpooneer and always stunning
Stubb made the compact feature of
the theatrical piece stronger, it never
looked like loosely jointed. It could
have seemed like a threadbare
production, but the sincerity of the
three actors and the best use of the
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Maby Dick

the production credible. The three
men Uwe Schade, Heino Sellhorn,
and Uwe Schade whistled to visual-
ize the flight of the harpoon, roared
to project the thrill of the fast swim-
ming boats thirsty of the whales
blood and oil, their creative physical
moves screened the throwing of
ropes, the rowing of boats.

In the novel Ishmael is rudely
handled by life. He seems to be a
castaway, desperate to room for him
in the society. We can see the mar-

Three chief performers in the play of Moby Dick

velous way in which he grabs a job
for him. A man with a very little
knowledge of the sea, a man nai
ve but resolute to struggle hard and
pave his own path. Though the path
seems to be the one for a servile and
novice fellow, it is the path of strug-
gle.

Struggle is there in the piece and
that particular feature of the novel is
well portraied by the actors. We can
see the growing dissatisfaction
among the savage and dear devil
harpooner and Stubb. But Ahab

moves forward with his plan to face
the legendary animalMoby Dick.
Careless about the sperm whale,
carefree of the looming horror of
death. These emotionthe obsession
of Ahab to face the fatal snow white
living terror, the tragedy of desper-
ate men to kill whale and to throw
themselves before the teeth and
claw of death, the fear, the passion
and the perseverance, all are illus-
trated by the music of cello and the
voice of actors. The ups and downs
of their tone, and their hands moving
with the words ' chop, chop, chop'
added vibrant life to the production.

The actor playing the role of
Ishmael and Ahab said " we added a
little more to the original piece
concerning the killing of the whales.
Melville, when he was writing didn't
know about the murder of whales
around the globe." The imploring
Ishmael, in the production, begs for
the life of a young whale, one that
has been born a few days ago. This
is how the theatre connects this
great piece of Melville, with a new
and innovative interpretation, to the
activities against the killing of ani-
mals.
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