DHAKA TUESDAY APRIL 16, 2002

RECOMMIJ/EP\NDATIONS

solo

Syed Jahangir's

&

Featuring recent artworks, the 32nd
solo art exhibition by Sayed
Jahangir will start at the Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts on April 18 at 6
inthe evening. Minister M. Morshed
Khan will inaugurate the exhibition
as chief guest.

The exhibition will continue
everyday from 12-8 p.m. till May 9.

Photography
Exhibition

To commemorate September 11
tragedy and to pay fribute to the
innocent victims, a photography
show sponsored by The American
Centre of the U.S Embassy,
opened on April 7 at the city's Drik
Gallery, House # 58, Road # 15/A,

Dhanmondi.

The show is

showcasing 27 pieces taken by
renowned photographer Foel
Meyerowitz from World Trade
Centre site. Exhibition will stay
open from 3to 8 p.m. till April 20.

Artshow

An exhibition of recent
paintings by Murtaza Baseer is
now being held at the city's
Gallery Shilparag,House # 15,
Road # 16(new) at Dhanmondi.
The show is open to all from
11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
everyday till April 19.

Satraniji
exhibition

Aweek-long show of traditional rug
(Satranji), marking Bengali New
Year's day, is being held at 13/A/2,
Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Gulshan-2.
The show remains open everyday
from10a.m. to 9 p.m. till April 20.

Art exhibition

Works of six noted contemporary
print makers, Shafiuddin Ahmed,
Mohammad Kibria, Mahmudul
Haque, Abul barg Alvi, Rokeya
Sultana and Anisuzzaman, are
being showcased at the city's
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka

gallery.

Group painting
exhibition

A 10-day long painting exhibition
has opened at the city's Haque Arts
Gallery, F-43, D.C.C Market,
Gulshan-2. The show is open to
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Resonant beats and rhythmic applauds

Yamato's Japanese Taiko inspires audience to join in at a performance
at Osmanai Memorial Hall in the city

SAIFUL ISLAM

HE sonorous solemn hymns

and pulsating thumps of

Japanese Taiko by popular
drummer troop Yamato inspired the
audience at Osmani Memorial Hall
on April 13 to actively participate in
the performance.

The spontaneous and hilarious
charisma of physical participation
harmonized with the vibration of
sometimes mellowing and some-
times thumping reverberation
spelled spectators throughout the
carnival. Like other glitzy and
thought provoking shows of tradi-
tional Japanese music, art, and
crafts; Yamato's fascinating perfor-
mance celebrates the thirty fruitful
years of Bangladesh-Japan friend-
ship.

The fusion of quintessential
Japanese discipline and energy
mingled with the extraordinary
talent of Yamato created a land of
misty mountains and throbbing
dales on the spacious stage of
Osmani Memorial. The rich blend of
auditory images and visual imagery
created by brilliant lighting and
Karate maneuvers evoked the
mood and atmosphere for the
unique music. Sometimes it
sounded like age-old temples
knelling swell of shrilling anthem;
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Amoment before the torrent of sonorous rhythm

sometimes it evoked the maddening
roars of stormy sea; sometimes the
clarion captivated the audience;
sometimes it was like sacred sol-
emn elegy; sometimes the soft
beats sang lovely languid lullabies.
Moreover the occasional comic
relief by surpassingly talented

performers gave vent to peeling
laughter and a lot of accolades. The
fusion of drums big (one as big as
Bangladeshi Joidhak) and small;
flute, cymbal pairs and Shamisen
(an excellent dotara like musical
instrument) threw light on the rich
cultural life of Japan upholding the

commitment of Japanese artists to
theirroots.
Hitoshi Mogi, a Japanese folk

performance specialist, explains
some curious and interesting aspect
of Japanese Taiko. Of all Japanese
folk instruments taiko are distinct for
the number of admirers it has
clenched across the globe. Taiko
drummer troops can be divided
roughly into two groups regarding
their origin. The first can be called
traditional taiko: drumming styles
that are handed down in a particular
locale and performed as part of the
accompaniment of local festivals
and rituals. The second is groups
performing original compositions for
taiko.

To the Japanese, taiko is thrilling
and can remind of bygone days. The
latent folk elements suffusing the
latest and modern compositions of
taiko take the countrymen near the
fringes of the past where people can
retrace their old but culturally rich
days.

Taiko are used in many religious
rites. In the rituals known as Kagura,
in the major functions of greeting the

sending them back to their abode
taiko are performed. Taiko also
make the community aware of the
gods' presence when played as a
kind of precursor to a procession of
mikoshi(portable shrine/s) thorough
the streets. In rice-growing rituals,
taiko are sounded to ask for a boun-
tiful crop during rice transplanting in
spring and to chase away harmful
insects and to pray that the rice
plants ripen safely in summer. Some
taiko are themselves a form of
magic, like the amagoi no taiko,
whose sound conveys human
prayers for rain to the gods of
heaven.

Yamato was founded in 1993 in
Nara, "the land of Yamato," said to
be the birthplace of Japanese
culture. Since its formation eight
years ago Yamato has given more
than 900 performances before over
a million people in a dozen or so
countries around the world. The
breath-taking performance in
Dhaka is a part of the groups Spirit
Tour in South Asia. They came to
Dhaka straight from Colombo. The
marvelous group of drummers has
members like Masa Ogawa, Takeru
Matsushita, Akiko Ogawa, Mika
Miyazaki, Shiho Nonaka, Satomi
Ikeda, Toshiaki Otawa, Tetsuro
Okuba, Midori Tamai, and Tomoko
Kawauchi who used traditional
instruments like chu-daiko,
Nagado-daiko, hira-daiko, odaiko,
okedo-daiko, shime-daiko, uchiwa-
daiko, atarigane, dora, shinobue,
shamisen, koto and chappa.

In addition to the metaphysical
aspect taiko are remarkable for the
complex rhythmic patterns of
sounds produced. The fusion of
traditional Bangladeshi dhols with
taiko clearly pointed to the fact that
Bangladeshi artists have potential
but we need to do some sort of
research to develop and polish our
performers to take them to the
international arena. The necessity
of patronization and state support is
very important but at the same time
we need to be committed to our
tradition and culture. The spirit tour
of Yamato can be an example from
where we can learn the devotion
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Baishakhi trend

Students of a designing college exhibit
their works based on seasonal motifs

Arefreshing departure from the traditional sari design

CULTURE DESK

HE Bengali New Year was
greeted in a unique way by a
group of students of a fashion
designing college. A large collection
of saris, T-shirts and shalwar-
kameez ensembles were put on
display at a recent exhibition titled
'Baishakher Rudro Roop' with
printed motifs on the clothing based
on the first month of the Bengali
year. Students of a local designing
college, National Institute of Fashion
and Design arranged the show that
ended at a showroom of Texmart at
Bananiin the city, on April 15.
The design motifs created by
Shafi Babu, Nazmul, Fuad, Little,

and symbols of Bengal, specially,
those of rural regions. Those
included images of bauls and their
musical instruments like ek-taara
and do-taara, rural scenes, fishing
boat, map of Bangladesh, flowers
and birds.

A few of the saris on display
possessed nice patterns of thatched
huts, cattle and stack of straw with
surrounding scenery of the typical
rural Bangladesh. A particular T-shirt
featured bright yellow shade print of
the Bangladesh map.

Most of the designs were hand
painted using brush and colour while
the others feature block and spray
prints.
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