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World Cup 

Kenya clinch six 
nations cricket 
tourney title
 REUTERS, Windhoek 

Kenya beat Sri Lanka A by three 
wickets on Sunday in a tense final to 
a Six Nations tournament staged at 
Windhoek in Namibia over the last 
eight days. 

Sri Lanka batted first and were 
held together by a resolute 82 from 
Joseph Mubarak in a total of 211 all 
out. 

Steve Tikolo claimed 4-29 and 
then contributed a valuable 39 
which, along with David Obuyo's 41 
and Kennedy Obuyo's 38 was 
enough to see Kenya to victory with 
14 balls to spare on 212-7. 

The other teams taking part were 
Zimbabwe A, Namibia, Canada and 
the Netherlands. 

Div III cricket
SPORTS REPORTER

Dhanmondi Cricket Academy 
thumped down a ten-wicket defeat 
on Sheikh Russell Krira Chakra in a 
Third Division Cricket League 
match at the Uttara Police Line's 
ground on Monday.

Chasing Sheikh Russell's paltry 
72 in 40 overs, Dhanmondi 
Academy Openers Yaad and 
Mishel took only 4.2 overs to over-
haul the target. Yaad was unbeaten 
on 42 and Mishel on 21.

REUTERS, Georgetown 

Rahul Dravid was satisfied he had 
responded to his team's call with an 
unbeaten 144 in the first Test 
against West Indies. 

The 29-year-old from Bangalore 
saw India through to 395 for seven 
by the time rain forced an early close 
to the fourth day's play, rescuing the 
team from 275 for seven with a 
record  120- run  s tand  w i th  
Sarandeep Singh, who chipped in 
with a career-best 39 not out. 

"The West Indies had already 
scored 501 and it was an important 
knock," Dravid told reporters. 

"It was important for us to first 
avoid the follow on and then bat for 
as long as possible to get into a 
position from where we could 
ensure a draw." 

It was Dravid's 10th Test hundred 
in his 56th Test and he said it ranked 
with the best innings of his career. 

"It's one of my best knocks," he 
said. 

"There is a responsibility on me 
as a senior member of the side to 
put my hand up and be counted. 
That was something that was cross-
ing my mind right through. I'm satis-
fied I came through when it mat-
tered." 

The Indian vice-captain said he 
was in pain after being hit on his 
helmet visor by a rising delivery from 
paceman Mervyn Dillon while on 59. 

"I was a bit jaded initially but the 
physio came and said I should be 
okay," he said. 

"My jaw was throbbing a bit but I 
took a few painkillers and had to bat 
on because at that point of time we 
couldn't have afford my leaving the 
field, it wouldn't have been right. 

"I thought I would see it through 
till the follow-on but by then things 
had cleared up and I was batting 
quite fluently so I kept going." 

Dravid, 57 overnight, added 119 
fo r  the  four th  w icke t  w i th  
Vangipurappu Laxman, who was 
dismissed for 69 in Sunday's first 
session. 

The two had also shared in a 
mammoth 376-run partnership for 
the fifth wicket against Australia at 

Calcutta last year that inspired India 
to a stunning 2-1 home series win 
after having lost the first match in 
less than three days. 

"I always enjoy batting with 
Laxman, He'll be disappointed as 
we all are that he didn't carry on," 
Dravid said. 

"He makes it look so easy in the 
middle, makes anyone else at the 
other end look almost inadequate, 
and its great for the team that he's 
played so well early on in the tour." 

Dravid also praised Sarandeep, 
who joined the squad at the last 
minute after off-spinner Harbhajan 
Singh was ruled out for the first Test 
due to a shoulder injury. 

"I knew at that stage he came 
into bat we couldn't afford to lose a 
wicket," Dravid said. 

"All credit to Sarandeep for 
showing a lot of character, courage 
and discipline. 

"It was important first to get to 
302 to avoid the follow-on so I 
thought I'll play a little more positive. 
But after sometime I saw that 
Sarandeep was coping well so I just 
let him then do his batting." 

Responsible Rahul

AFP, Sharjah 

Marvan Atapattu continued his 
superb batting touch to lift Sri Lanka 
into the Sharjah Cup final with a 46-
run demolition of New Zealand here 
on Sunday. 

Atapattu hit 82, his third succes-
sive half-century in the three-nation 
tournament, as Sri Lanka piled up 
243-9 from their stipulated 50 overs 
and then restricted the Kiwis to 197-
9.

Craig McMillan played a lone 
hand for the Black Caps with 49 as 
none of the other frontline batsmen 
managed to cross 20.

Left-arm seamer Chaminda 
Vaas took two wickets for eight runs 
from seven overs. Off-spinner 
Kumar Dharmasena finished with 
two for 42.

Sri Lanka completed their league 
engagements with three wins in four 
matches, booking their place in 
Wednesday's final.

New Zealand and Pakistan, with 
one win each, clash in the last 
league match on Monday to decide 
the second finalist.

"It's a semifinal situation for us 
and we are really looking forward to 
that game," said Kiwi captain 
Stephen Fleming.

Atapattu's brilliant strokeplay 
lifted Sri Lanka to 162-2, before a 
disciplined New Zealand attack 
grabbed seven wickets for 62 runs 
in the day-night international.

The Sri Lankans were reduced to 
224-9, but the last-wicket pair of 
Vaas and Nuwan Zoysa added 19 
valuable runs.

Chris Harris claimed three for 43, 
while Ian Butler tied down the Sri 
Lankans with two for 32 from 10 
overs.

Atapattu and Kumar Sangakkara 
(50) put on 114 for the second 
wicket after skipper Sanath 

Jayasuriya was trapped leg-before 
by Daryl Tuffy off the third ball of the 
innings.

Mahela Jayawardena, who 
made 39, was the only other bats-
man to settle in as three of the top 
six batsmen failed to reach double 
figures.

Fleming returned to the New 
Zealand side after missing the 
previous match against Pakistan 
due to a finger injury, but the Kiwis 
lost the services of wicketkeeper 
Chris Nevin.

Nevin suffered a hamstring injury 
at practice before the start of play, 
forcing Matthew Sinclair to keep 
wicket.

Sinclair picked up a smart catch 
off Harris to remove Tillekeratne 
Dilshan for two as Sri Lanka lost 
three middle-order batsmen in the 
space of seven runs.

Atapattu was bowled by Butler, 
who also trapped Russel Arnold leg-
before for one.

At the other end, Harris dis-
missed Jayawardena and Upul 
Chandana cheaply and took a 
diving catch in the deep to remove 
Muttiah Muralitharan.

Vaas rocked New Zealand's start 
by trapping Matt Horne with the first 
ball of the innings.

Nathan Astle's sudden slump in 
form after an outstanding series 
against England showed no signs of 
ending as he gave Vaas a return 
catch after making 14.

Nuwan Zoysa had Harris leg-
before and when Fleming was 
bowled round his legs by Kumar 
Dharmasena, the Kiwis had 
slumped to 74-4.

McMillan's late flourish, which 
inc luded a s t ra ight  s ix  off  
Jayasuriya, only delayed the end as 
the Sri Lankan bowlers ran through 
the Kiwi lower order.

SCOREBOARD 
Full scoreboard of the Sharjah Cup 
one-day international between New 
Zealand and Sri Lanka on Sunday:

SRI LANKA 
Jayasuriya lbw b Tuffy 0 
Atapattu b Butler 82 
Sangakkara c McMillan b Styris 50 
Jayawardena lbw b Harris 39 
Arnold lbw b Butler 1 
Dilshan c Sinclair b Harris 2 
Chandana c McMillan b Harris 21 
Muralitharan c Harris b Styris 4 
Dharmasena run out 7 
Vaas not out 20 
Zoysa not out 7 
Extras: (b-1, w-5, nb-4) 10 
Total: (For 9 wkts in 50 overs) 243 
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-114, 3-162, 4-
164, 5-169, 6-196, 7-203, 8-208, 9-
224
Bowler O M R W 
Tuffy 8 0 40 1 
Franklin 6 1 49 0 
Butler 10 1 32 2 
Oram 6 0 31 0 
Styris 10 0 47 2 
Harris 10 0 43 3
NEW ZEALAND 
Horne lbw b Vaas 0 
Astle c and b Vaas 14 
Harris lbw b Zoysa 17 
Fleming b Dharmasena 19 
McMillan c Atapattu b Chandana 49 
Sinclair run out 16 
Styris lbw b Muralitharan 0 
Oram st S'kara b Dharmasena 16 
Franklin not out 23 
Tuffy b Arnold 14 
Butler not out 0 
Extras: (b-4, lb-11, w-12, nb-2) 29 
Total: (For 9 wkts in 50 overs) 197 
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-31, 3-38, 4-74, 
5-130, 6-130, 7-138, 8-158, 9-187
Bowler O M R W 
Vaas 7 2 8 2 
Zoysa 7 1 39 1 
Dharmasena 10 1 42 2 
Chandana 10 0 28 1 
Muralitharan 10 1 26 1 
Jayasuriya 3 0 26 0 
Arnold 2 0 4 1 
Jayawardena 1 0 9 0 
Result: Sri Lanka won by 46 runs. 
Man-of - the-match:  Marvan 
Atapattu. 

Lanka ride on Atapattu 

UI IM's Chess 

Three in 
joint lead
SPORTS REPORTER

International Master (IM) Reefat-
b in -Sa t ta r,  IM  Le i f  E r l end  
Johannessen of Norway and 
Roktim Bandyopadhyay of India 
were jointly sharing the lead in the 
6th United Insurance International 
Masters Chess Tournament after 
the fifth round at the NSC chess 
room yesterday.

In yesterday's round, Reefat 
beat  Aminu l  Is lam Palash,  
Johannessen beat International 
Women's Master (IWM) Nisha 
Mohota of India while Roktim drew 
with IM Abdullah Al-Rakib.

All the three players have four 
points.

Rakib, IM Neelotpal Das and 
P.D.S. Girinath of India, were follow-
ing the leaders with 3.5 points 
apiece.

The 6th round games would start 
at the same venue today at 3 pm.

Metro hockey

BD Sporting,
Barnak post 
wins
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Sporting Club defeated 
Farashganj SC 2-0 in the Green 
Delta Metropolis First Division 
Hockey League at the Moulana 
Bhasani National Stadium yester-
day.

Taleb and Sikander scored one 
each for the winners one in each half.

In the day's other match, Barnak 
Samaj defeated Victoria SC also by 
same margin at the same venue.

Sohel and Babar scored one each 
for the winners, both in the first half.

IM Abdullah Al-Rakib (R)deep in thought during his 6th United Insurance International Masters Chess Tournament 
fifth round fixture against India's Roktim Bandyopadhyay at the NSC Chess Room yesterday

PHOTO: STARPHOTO: STAR

A goal-mouth scramble in front of the Farashganj post during the Metro First Division hockey League match against Bangladesh Sporting at the Maulana Bhashani Stadium yesterday.
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ESPN
English Premier Football League

Derby County vs Newcastle United
Repeat at 7:30 am

West Indies vs India
First Test, Day Five

Taped Version at 1:00 pm
Serie A 

Highlights 
Taped Version at 6:30 pm

Football Focus
Same Day Delayed at 7:30 pm

Sportscentre Hindi
Sport News

Live at 8:30 pm
Western Union World Football

Repeat at 9:00 pm 
English Premier Football League

Sunderland vs Liverpool
Repeat at 9:30 pm

STAR Sports
West Indies vs India
First Test, Day Five

Repeat Highlights at 8:00 am
Primera Liga

Ca Osasuna vs Real Madrid
Taped Version at 10:30 am

English Premier Football League
Arsenal vs Tottenham Hotspur

Repeat at 1:00 pm
Sportsline Tonight

Sport News
Live at 8:00 pm

Zimbabwe vs New Zealand
Second ODI

Repeat Highlights at 11:00 pm

What to watch
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Fall of wickets: 1-27, 2-54, 3-118, 4-
131.
Bowler O M R W
Morshed 5 0 28 0
Shamsul 6 1 23 1
Athar Ali 8 1 31 0
Imran 7.3 2 22 3
Mustadir 6 0 43 0
Aslam 1 0 7 0

Result: Victoria SC won by six 
wickets.

Biman v Young Pegasus
Venue: Dhanmondi 

Cricket Stadium.
YOUNG PEGASUS
Nahid c Sajjad b Anis  5
Jamal b Anis  1
Shahriar c Javed b Aminul jr  21
Hasan c Hasanuzzaman b S Mehmud  57
Mahbub c S Mehmud b Aminul sr  35
Majed c Sajjad b S Mehmud  53
Wahid lbw b K Mahmud  7
Tariqul c S Mehmud b K Mahmud  4
Saifullah b K Mahmud  5
Rana not out  1
Russell c & b S Mehmud  1
Extras: (b-4, lb-3, nb-3, w-8)  18
Total: (All out in 47.5 overs)  208
Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-6,3-42, 4-105, 
6-176, 7-195, 8-195, 9-204.
Bowler O M R W
Aminul jr 8 0 34 1
Anis 10 0 36 2
K Mahmud 10 0 36 3
S Mehmud 9.5 0 43 3
Razzak 5 0 25 0
Aminul sr 5 0 27 1
BIMAN
Javed c Shahriar b Rana  45
Faruque c Shahriar b Saifullah  17
Aftab c Hasan b Rana  32
Aminul sr st Shahriar b Majed  26
Hasanuzzaman run out  17
K Mahmud c Shahriar b Rana  25
S Mehmud run out  2
Sajjad c Shahriar b Majed  24
Razzak b Majed  2
Anis not out  8
Aminul jr not out  2
Extras: (b-2, nb-3, w-1)  6
Total: (For 9 wickets in 50 overs)  206
Fall of wickets: 1-47, 2-94, 3-99, 4-
139, 5-155, 6-159, 7-189, 8-194, 9-
201.
Bowler O M R W
Russell 10 1 44 0
Jamal 2 0 16 0
Saifullah 10 1 39 1
Majed 10 2 27 3
Mahbub 6 0 44 0
Rana 10 0 34 3

Result: Young Pegasus won 
by two runs. 

Monjurul mauls 
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Abahani cross the 250 mark. 
Hossain hammered an explosive 
65-ball 62 that featured three sixes 
and couple of fours.

Dhanmondi, who fired their 
Pakistani recruit Tareq Mehmud on 
the eve of the match allegedly on 
suspicion of throwing matches, were 
restricted to 192 for nine, middle-
order Adil Ahmed top-scoring with 
35.

It was Abahani's sixth win in eight 
matches that raised their tally to 
twelve points. On the other hand, 
Dhanmondi tasted their seventh 
defeat against a lone win so far.

In the Sunday's other match, City 
Club trounced Young Cricketers by 
134 runs at the Khan Shaheb 
Osman Ali Cricket Stadium in 
Fatullah.

Put in to bat first, City Club, riding 
on a brilliant 114 from opener 
Mohammad Salim, amassed 331 for 
three in 50 overs. Salim smote three 
sixes and 14 boundaries in his 120-
ball innings.

Pakistani Hasan Raja (83 off 63 
balls) and Bangladesh middle-order 
Tushar Imran (61 off 41 balls) were 
the other notable run-getters for 
former national coach Trevor 
Chappell's team.

In reply, Young Cricketers could 
muster only 197 for nine in the 
stipulated 50 overs with opener 
Imran Ahmed scoring 67 off 80 balls.

It was Young Cricketers' eighth 
defeat in as many outings while City 
Club posted their fourth win in eight 
matches.

SCORES IN BRIEF
Abahani v Dhanmondi Club

Venue: Bangabandhu 
National Stadium: 

ABAHANI KC: 256 for 8 in 50 
overs (Akram 71, Hossain 62, 
Naimur 31, Tahmim 3-61)

DHANMONDI CLUB: 192 for 9 in 
50 overs ( Adil 35, Monirul 24 n.o., 
Shafiul 24, Hossain 2-29, Alamgir 2-
38)

Result: Abahani KC won by 64 
runs.

City Club v Young Cricketers
Venue: KOACS, Fatullah.

CITY CLUB: 331 for 3 in 50 overs 
(Salim 114, Raja 83 n.o, Tushar 61, 
Shahriar 47)

YOUNG CRICKETERS: 197 for 
9 in 50 overs (Imran 67, Shamsul 31 
n.o., Jamaluddin 3-22, Nayeem 3-
36)

Result: City Club won by 134 
runs.

Akram in action 
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NEW ZEALAND 
Horne c and b Saqlain 27 
Astle c Waqar b Saqlain 36 
Oram run out 0 
Sinclair b Akhtar 0 
Fleming lbw b Razzaq 12 
Harris lbw b Akram 35 
Styris b Akram 43 
Adams st Latif b Saqlain 20 
Walker not out 16 
Tuffy b Akram 0 
Butler not out 1 
Extras: (b-2, lb-13, w-6, nb-2) 23 
Total: (For 9 wkts in 50 overs) 213 
Fall of wickets: 1-75, 2-76, 3-76, 4-
79, 5-101, 6-141, 7-176, 8-205, 9-
205 
Bowler O M R W 
Akram 10 0 43 3 
Waqar 9 0 46 0 
Akhtar 10 0 41 1 
Saqlain 10 2 26 3 
Razzaq 7 2 24 1 
Afridi 4 0 18 0 

PAKISTAN: Waqar Younis, 
Imran Nazir,  Shahid Afr id i ,  
Inzamamul Haq, Younis Khan, 
Yousuf Youhana, Abdul Razzaq, 
Rashid Latif, Wasim Akram, Shoaib 
Akhtar, Saqlain Mushtaq. 

Umpires: David Shepherd 
( E n g l a n d )  a n d  S r i n i v a s  
Venkataraghvan (India). 

NZ restricted
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Sarandeep who had batted for four 
runs in his only Test innings before 
this match, now heading for a draw. 

The tourists went past the follow-
on mark of 302 in the second hour, 
with Dravid straight-driving pace-
man Mervyn Dillon for a boundary. 

While Dravid maintained his 
reputation as one of the most suc-
cessful Indian batsmen away from 
home, Sarandeep exceeded expec-
tations with his gutsy knock under 
pressure. 

Sarandeep, who joined the team 
as a replacement for injured off-
spinner Harbhajan Singh, thwarted 
the West Indies with his resolute 
batting. He hit just one four in his 
119-ball knock.

Dravid has scored six of his 10 
Test hundreds abroad, this being his 
first against the West Indies. This 
was also his first in 14 matches 
since an unbeaten 180 against 
Steve Waugh's Australians at 
Calcutta in 2001.

Dravid, 57 overnight, completed 
his hundred with an aggressive shot 
when he flicked debutant paceman 
Adam Sanford for a four. He looked 
unstoppable thereafter, dominating 
the West Indian attack with attrac-
tive strokes.

The 29-year-old continued to bat 
steadily after being struck on the grill 
of his helmet by a Dillon delivery 
when on 59 in the morning session, 
hitting 23 fours in his 345-ball knock 
to pull his team out of trouble.

The tourists needed 32 more 
runs with four wickets in hand when 

the last specialist batsman, Sanjay 
Bangar, was trapped leg-before for 
no score to become Cameron 
Cuffy's second victim.

New-ball bowlers Cuffy and 
Dillon both tried to unsettle the 
Indian batsmen with short-pitched 
balls, but Dravid kept his end intact 
to steer his team past the follow-on 
mark in Sarandeep's company.

Cuffy rattled India with two 
wickets in as many overs to 
enhance his team's chances of 
enforcing the follow-on, dismissing 
Venkatsai Laxman (69) and all-
rounder Bangar in the space of 
seven runs during his incisive spell.

Laxman, 46 overnight, com-
pleted his 11th half-century with an 
off-driven four off Dillon, but did not 
last long as he edged Cuffy to first-
slip Chris Gayle after sharing a 119-
run stand for the fifth wicket with 
Dravid.

Anil Kumble contributed just 
three before uppishly driving 
Sanford to gully where Mahendra 
Nagamootoo dived to his left to 
bring off a low catch.

While Laxman executed some 
handsome strokes early in the 
morning session, Dravid took time 
before going for his shots.

Dravid had only tail-enders to 
give him company when he began 
counter-attacking, hitting Sanford 
for two fours in an over and then 
driving Cuffy for another boundary 
to ease the pressure on his team.

The West Indian pace attack lost 
much of its sharpness after early 
successes as Dravid batted confi-

dently to rescue his team with a 
timely hundred.

SCOREBOARD 
Final scoreboard of the first cricket 
Test between India and the West 
Indies on the fifth day at the Bourda 
in Guyana on Monday: 

WEST INDIES: First innings 501 
(Carl Hooper 233, Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul 140, Ramnaresh 
Sarwan 53; Javagal Srinath 3-91, 
Zaheer Khan 2-97, Anil Kumble 2-
145) 
INDIA: First innings 
Das b Sanford 33 
Dasgupta lbw b Cuffy 0 
Ganguly c Nagamootoo b Dillon 5 
Tendulkar lbw b Nagamootoo 79 
Dravid not out 144 
Laxman c Gayle b Cuffy 69 
Bangar lbw b Cuffy 0 
Kumble c Nagamootoo b Sanford 3 
Sarandeep not out 39 
Extras: (b-4, lb-12, w-2, nb-5) 23 
Total: (For 7 wkts in 140.3 overs) 395 
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-21, 3-99, 4-
144, 5-263, 6-270, 7-275 
To Bat: J Srinath, Z Khan 
Bowler O M R W 
Dillon 32.3 5 115 1 
Cuffy 27 6 57 3 
Sanford 25 5 81 2 
Nagamootoo 40 13 103 1 
Hooper 12 4 16 0 
Gayle 4 2 7 0 

Result: Match drawn. 
Umpires: Asoka de Silva (Sri 

Lanka) and Daryl Harper (Austra-
lia). 

Dravid draws it for India 

AFP, Amelia Island

Venus Williams has recovered from 
a set down to win the Bausch and 
Lomb Championships by beating 
Justine Henin for the third time in a 
row this year with a hard-fought 2-6, 
7-5, 7-6 victory.

The top seed was in serious 
danger of losing the match but came 
back to increase her winning record 
over the Belgian to 5-1, including 
victory in the 2001 Wimbledon final.

"I have experience," said the 
American, who earned $93,000 for 
the win. "Back in the past, I lost a lot 
of these type of matches. But then 
about two years ago, I got tired of the 
losses and of the heartbreak, so I 
worked to win."

Williams, who earned her 25th 
career title on Sunday, trailed sec-
ond-seeded Henin 6-2 4-0 as the 
Belgian played the perfect match to 
that point.

"She was playing so well that 
every ball I hit, she hit back with a 
winner," Williams said.

"It put me down and I just started 
rushing a lot of balls. But I tried to 
think positive the whole time that I 
could win the match."

Henin could not remember ever 
playing as well in a match as she did 
up to 4-0 in the second set.

"I was playing so well," said 
Henin, who is 0-3 in finals this sea-
son.

"I never played tennis like this. I 
didn't make any mistakes until 6-2 4-
0. I thought, 'Okay, maybe I can 
finish the match'."

The win over Henin also provided 
Williams with 16 titles in 17 finals 
since the beginning of 2000 -- she 
only failed to take the trophy at Linz, 
Austria in 2000.

While Henin seemed invincible 
for the first portion of the match, 
Williams looked as if the clay court 
surface did not suit her game as she 
lacked the patience to wait out her 
chances.

Instead, Williams rushed her 
play, slapped balls into the net and 
whacked many of her groundstrokes 
way beyond the baseline.

At 4-0 in the second set, Henin 

had Williams, who was serving, at 
15-40, but could not convert on the 
two game points.

The result of failing to win the 
game was that instead of Henin 
going ahead 5-0, Williams started 
getting into the match.

"I congratulate Venus for the 
great comeback today," Henin said. 
"She's a great champion and I have 
a lot of respect for her."

Williams posted 60 unforced 
errors to 46 for Henin in the match. 
There were 33 break point opportu-
nities during the two hour, 26 minute 
encounter -- Williams broke serve 
on seven of 13 occasions and Henin 
broke serve on eight of 20 chances.

Venus victor

Premier div
volleyball
UNB, Dhaka

Holders Bangladesh Rifles and 
runners-up Titas Club won their 
respective matches in the NBL 
Metropolis Premier Division 
Volleyball League at the Dhaka 
Volleyball Stadium yesterday.

Bangladesh Rifles beat Power 
Development Board by straight 3-0 
sets while Titas Club defeated 
Police AC by the same margin.
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American Venus Williams plays backhand against Justine Henin of Belgium 
in the Bausch and Lomb Championship final on Sunday. 
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