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RECOMMéNDATIONS

Syed Jahangir's
solo

Featuring recentartworks, the 32nd
solo art exhibition by Sayed
Jahangir will start at the Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts on April 18 at 6
inthe evening. Minister M. Morshed
Khan will inaugurate the exhibition
as chief guest.

The exhibition will continue
everyday from 12 -8 p.m. ill May 9.

Photography
Exhibition

To commemorate September 11
tragedy and to pay tribute to the
innocent victims, a photography
show sponsored by The American
Centre of the U.S Embassy,
opened on April 7 at the city's Drik
Gallery, House # 58, Road # 15/A,
Dhanmondi. The show is
showcasing 27 pieces taken by
renowned photographer Foel
Meyerowitz from World Trade
Centre site. Exhibition will stay
open from 3to 8 p.m. till April 20.

Artshow

An exhibition of recent
paintings by Murtaza Baseer is
now being held at the city's
Gallery Shilparag,House # 15,
Road # 16(new) at Dhanmondi.
The show is open to all from
11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
everyday till April 19.

Photography

Bangladesh Photo Journalist
Association holds a three-day
exhibition from April 12 to 14
entitled 'Rupashi Bangla' to
celebrate the Bangla new year atits
premises at Purana Paltan in the
city. Forty photographers of the
country are participating in the
exhibition with their works.

Fashion

Entitled '‘Baishaker Rudro Roop', an
exhibition of cotton clothing items is
taking place at Texmart at 41,
Kemal Ataturk Avenue in the city.
Students of NIFD, a fashion and
designs' college, have designed
the displayed T-shirts, sarees and
shalwar-kameez at the exhibition,
whose motifs are based on the rural
heritage and tradition of Bengal in
the Bangla month of Baishakh. The
show runs from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. till
April 15.

CULT

J

»

l

\
7

'\‘

URE

A film with a difference

Press preview of 'Matir Moina', a forthcoming feature film created

by Tareque and C

NAFID IMRAN AHMED

£ FTER completing 'Muktir
Gaan' in 1995 when we
moved to Bangladesh

permanently, | had a dream of
making a feature film based on my
childhood memories. 'Matir Moina'
(The Clay Bird / L'Oiseau d'argile) is
a dream come true", said Tareque
Masud, a reputed film director while
speaking before a gathering of
reporters at a special press briefing
that was held on his newly com-
pleted feature film 'Matir Moina' at
the British Council Auditorium on
April 10.

It took seven years for Masud to
make his dream come true. After his
return to his home country it took
him five years to show 'Muktir Gaan'
and making 'Muktir Kotha'. For the
past two years Tareque and
Catherine were involved in the
making of 'Matir Moina'. Tareque
wanted to make such a film that
would not only express his child-
hood memories and encounters
with the real world; it would also
disclose the rich culture of our
country to the whole world. So for
that, after working on the script for
four years they presented the script
to the French government for the
'South Fund' cinema competition.
Fortunate Tareque and Catherine
not only got the fund for making their
movie, they also got the assistance
of MK2, the largest film distribution
company in Europe for the distribu-
tion of their film. The 'South Fund' is
such a fund, which provides the
filmmakers with camera, film stock
and modern equipped editing lab
facilities in France. Apart from that
the other expenditures for making
the film was on the makers. For the
research they also received some
help from the Freedom Foundation.

The story of 'Matir Moina' takes
us back in the year '69-'70s. A reli-
gious father sends his son Anu to
the madrasa. Leaving his village life
full of freedom, Anu finds himself in
the strict rules of the madrasa. Butin
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Joyonto Chattapaddhaya and Rokeya Prachi in a scene from Matir Moyna

this rigidity he finds a friend like
Rokon and an open-minded teacher

Ibrahim Huzur. When Anu comes
back to his village in holidays he is

Astill from the movie

atherine Masud, takes place in the city

Rokeya Prachias Ayesha

moved with the natural beauties.
The distance between his mother
Ayesha and father Kazi turns into a
fight. On the other hand the political
scenario of the outside world
reflects inside the madrasa. When
the war closes in, it also effects
between the rigid and unprejudiced.
Anu, Ayesha and Kazi faces a new
truth with the incidents that takes
place in the village and the
madrasa. But the effect of this truth
works differently on Ayesha and
Kazi. When the war starts Anu starts
anew life holding his mother's hand.

Michel Lummaux, the Ambassa-
dor of France in Bangladesh was
also present at the press briefing
and made a special announcement.
He said that the film 'Matir Moina'
has been selected to be presented
at the prestigious Cannes film
festival and will participate at the
‘Director's Fortnight' on May 16,
2002 and from the following day the
film will be screened in 42 cinema
halls in France. Michel Lummaux
said, "The meet at Cannes is a trade
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fair and they will find many custom-
ers for their film there, who will buy
and show the films in their country”.

Tareque wishes to screen this
film in Bangladesh. He wants to do
something about the negative
image that has been developed
over the time about our culture. He
believes that oversimplification and
ignorance is the main reason behind
this. His film might be an approach
towards this positive image that we
dream of. But then again one or two
films will not be able to create an
impact on this total scenario, there
should be a community of films.

The cast of the film include Nurul
Islam Babul as the character of Anu,
Rasel Foraji as Rokon, Joyonto
Chattapaddhaya as Kazi, Rokeya
Prachi as Ayesha, Shoeb Islam as
Milon, Lamisa R Rimzhim as Asma,
Moin Ahmed as Ibrahim, Moham-
med Moslemuddin as Bakiullah
Head Master, Abdul Karim as Halim
Miah and Shah Alam Dewan as
Karim Mazhi.

@he Baily Star

Photography

Graceful Bengal

Annual photo exhibition of Bangladesh
Photo Journalist Association welcomes

Bangla New Year

Aziz AMIRUL

ANGLADESH Photo Jour-

nalist Association formally

inaugurated a photo exhibi-
tion in the gallery located at its
premises at Purana Paltan in the
city on April 12. Entitled Rupashi
Bangla, the exhibition is a routine
annual affair of the association that
is arranged every year since 1985
ahead of Poyla Baishakh, the first
day of Bangla New Year.

Atotal of forty working photojour-
nalists from different national dailies
and district branches of the associa-
tion are participating in the exhibi-
tion including those from Jugantar,
The Daily Star, Inquilab, Dainik
Dinkal, The Financial Express,
Janakantha, Manabjamin, Dainik
Ittefaq and from association
branches of Narayanganj, Sylhet
and Chittagong districts by display-
ing their works that have numbered
up to 300 colour prints.

The theme of the exhibition, as
indicated by the title itself, devotes
to the rich beauty of Bangladesh in

against lovely backgrounds of the
rising sun while some other photo-
graphs have depicted the traditional
cock or bull fight in some village fair
or Mela. Several of the photographs
have been highlighted on nature
and bird life of Bangladesh that
demonstrate the recent awareness
of the photojournalists on the impor-
tant topics of environment and
wildlife.

'Rupashi Bangla', the title photo-
graph of the exhibition have been
presented by M. Salauddin, a staff
photographer of Inquilab. Some of
the more unique photos like the one
taken by Mahbub Hossain Nabin of
Jugantar showing an orphan

leopard cub drinking milk from
the feeding bottle held by a zoo
visitor or the photograph depicting
the intricate scene of a magnificent
'duel' between two tiny birds, proba-
bly, male sparrows over domination
of a female, have proved the sense
of seriousness and artistry among
the photographers.

Some of the participating photo-
journalists include M. Salauddin,

regards to its landscape, culture, ~Shafiuddin Ahmed Bitu, Igbal
; i i Hasan, Nasim Sikder, A.K.M.
heritage, community, lifestyle and Mohsin, Anisur Rahman. Sk,

soon.

"This exhibition of ours is held
every year since 1985 and the
theme remains the same that is,
Rupashi Bangla, or Beautiful Ben-
gal, in that sense’, mentions A.K.M.
Mohsin, a participant and Chief
Photographer of The Daily Star, to
this correspondent. 'lt is our pride to
say that through this particular
exhibition, we, probably, turn out to
be members of the only organiza-
tion who welcome the Bengali New
Year through a photography exhibi-
tion', Mohsin adds.

A variety of subjects have come
up in the photographs those are put
on display. Subjects have ranged
from scenic beauty of harvesting in
paddy fields and rural domestic
activities of teenage girls and
housewives to fishermen

Enamul Hag, Amran Hossain,
Mahbub Hossain Nabin, Shamim
Noor, Kajal Hajra, Khan Mohammad
Nazrul, Mohammad Qamruz-
zaman, Nurunnabi, Mir Ahmed Miru,
Mir Mohiuddin Sohan, Tarif
Rahman, Ataur Rahman Babu, Kazi
Borhanuddin, Shipan Ahmed, Apu
Ahmed, Tapas Saha, D.M. Manju,
Syed Tanjin Ahmed, Swapan Saha,
Habibur Rahman, Mohammad
Baten, Pronob Krishna, Ataur
Rahman Ata, Abdul Batin Faisal and
Rupam Chakravarti.

Mozammel Hossain, an elderly
retired photojournalist, attended the
inaugural ceremony as chief guest.
The exhibition ends this evening.
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