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Japan Open
Lee's

AFP, Tokyo

Lee Hyun-ll became the first Korean
to win the Japan Open badminton
tournament Sunday by beating
world number one Xia Xuanze of
China in the men's singles final for
the biggest title of his career.

The eighth-ranked South
Korean, the runner-up last year
here, unleashed an array of light-
ning smashes in the final game to go
up to 3-0 on his way to a stunning 5-
7,7-5,0-7,7-5, 7-2 victory over the
Asian champion.

"l knew that no Korean player
has ever won the singles here. I'm
really happy that | became the first
Korean to win it, and I'm really happy
to win such a big tournament," Lee
said after the 59-minute final.

Lee made a couple of easy errors
to be whitewashed the third game,
and then soon found himself going
down 1-4 and 2-5 in the fourth game
from where he staged a remarkable
comeback.

"Xia is a tough opponent, he is
speedy. He has more speed than |
have. Although he seemed to have
the momentum, | just tried not to
make a mistake and tried to send
the shuttle to the back court to make
himrun," said Lee.

"In the fourth game, he seemed
to be tired, so it worked pretty well.
That's why | started to attack early in
the fifth game to take alead."

"I've been playing so bad in the
Swiss Open and All England and |
was in a very bad mood coming into
this tournament. But | started to feel
better and better as it went on. |
hope | can keep the momentum for
the nextevent.

"By playing tournaments, we are
preparing for the Asian Games in
Pusan. I've already been named for
the Games. And my biggest goal is
the Athens Olympics. I'm going to do
my best to qualify for the Olympics.
Hopefully | can win the gold medal,"
said Lee.

It was only his second title in the
Grand Prix series, following his
victory at the US Open in
September last year.

It was also his first win over Xia
after losing their previous three
matches, including a first-round loss

Record alert for WC rivals

ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Port Elizabeth

Australian captain Ricky Ponting
admitted his side had 'thrown cau-
tion to the wind' at the start of their
world record run chase to win the
sixth one-day international against
South Africa.

Australia reached 330-7 to win
by three wickets, overhauling South
Africa's 326 for three - their highest
score against Australia - with five
balls to spare.

The previous record for a suc-
cessful run chase by a side batting
second was 316, achieved by India
against Pakistan in Dhaka in 1997-
98 and Australia themselves against
Pakistan in Lahore in 1998-99.

"We threw caution to the wind,
took the challenge head on and got
over the line," Ponting said after-
wards. "I'd be lying if | said we were
confident of winning.

"We had nothing to lose so we
just went out there, backed our-
selves and played our shots.

"We had a bit of luck along the
way which we were always going to
need to chase that many. But the
way we approached it was out-
standing."

He added: "It's probably the best
game or chase lI've ever been
involved in. We had a similar one in
Pakistan where we chased 316 and
again we got off to a flying start and
reeled themin.

"Today was a bit the same - to
reach our 50 in the fifth over was an
amazing start and the middle order
guys just kept it at about six an over

and didn't have to take too many
riskstodoit."
Despite the remarkable victory,

the Australian captain stressed 195
there was still plenty of room for BOWLING O M R W
improvement for his side. McGrath 10 2 52 0
"We've done plenty wrong, don't  Gillespie 9 0 60 O
worry about that. For a side to score ~ Harvey 9 0 64 1
326 against our attack we must Warne 7 0 58 1
Watson 9 0 47 O
Lehmann 6 0 40 1
Did not bat: N McKenzie, J Kent,
M Boucher, S Pollock, M Ntini, R
Telemachus
AUSTRALIA
Gilchristc Ntinib Telemachus 52
Hayden c Pollock b Kallis 35
Harvey c Boucher b Telemachus 4
Ponting c Pollock b Kallis 92
Lehmann stBoucherb Smith 91
Martyn ¢ Rhodes b Ntini 15
g Bevan not out 3
3. Watson run out (Boje) 11
Warne not out 4
| Extras: (b-2, Ib-7,nb-8,w-6) 23
Total: (7 wkts, 49.1 overs) 330

GILCHRIST ...m -0-m

have done a lot of things wrong. BOWLING O M R W
They scored 100 off the last 10  pgjiock 8 0 57 0
overs which was disappointing  Ntini 9.1 0 83 1
again. Today we were good enough  Telemachus 10 0 48 2
to get ourselves out of trouble and  kg|iis 10 0 59 2
thatwas pleasing." Boje 6 0 34 0

With one match to play Australia  kent 2 0 16 0
are 5-0 up. Smith 4 0 24 1
SCOREBOARD Result: Australia won by 3 wick-

Final scoreboard of the sixth one-
day international between South
Africa and Australia at St George's
Park here on Saturday:

SOUTHAFRICA

Gibbs cand b Harvey 37

Smith cLehmannb Warne 84

Boje b Lehmann 47

Kallis not out 80

Rhodes not out 71 April 9

Extras: (Ib-5, w-2)
Total: (3 wkts, 50 overs) 326
Falls of wickets: 1-74, 2-157, 3-

Falls of wickets: 1-81, 2-93, 3-104,
4-287,5-312,6-312,7-326

ets

Man-of-match: Adam Gilchrist
Series: Australialead 5-0
Umpires: lan Howell,
Wadvalla (SA).

TV umpire: Karl Hurter (SA).
Match referee: Cammie Smith

Shahid

(WestIndies).
Remaining match: Cape Town,

Russia on course

O Tennis

AFP, Moscow

Russia took another step towards
Davis Cup glory by ousting Sweden
from the competition Saturday with
a quarterfinal win on the clay court of

consolation point when a relaxed
Thomas Johansson beat 21-year-
old Russian hope Mikhail Youzhny
in straight sets to prop up the score

After qualifying on Saturday
Russian number one Kafelnikov,
who already has experience of
playing in the Davis Cup finals in the
mid-1990s, then promtply reaf-
firmed he would retire should

September's semi-finals against the
winners of the quarter-final between
Argentina and Croatia.

Russia failed to win either of their
two previous Davis Cup finals,
losing in 1994 to Sweden and in
1995 to the Unites States, both at
Moscow's Olympic indoor stadium.

And being superstitious, they are
likely to choose the Luzhniki 13,000-
seater which inspired them for their

India outplay
New Zealand

AFP, Wellington

India's Leander Paes dashed New
Zealand's Davis Cup tennis hopes
for another year with an enthralling
victory over Mark Nielsen on
Sunday.

The classy Paes, who carried his
country's flag at the 2000 Sydney
Olympics, beat Nielsen 6-4 6-3 4-6
2-6 6-1 to give India an unassailable
3-1 lead in the Asia Oceania tie on
the third and final day of play.

India completed a 4-1 win when
Harsh Mankad beat James Shortall
7-5 6-3 in the second match of the
reverse singles.

Earlier Sunday, Paes combined
with Mahesh Bhupathi to win a rain-
disrupted doubles win over Shortall
and Daniel Willman that had been
carried over from Saturday.

The Indian pairing had a 6-4 6-3
lead overnight and took just 39
minutes to win the third set 6-4.

Paes was back on court against
Nielsen, New Zealand's No 1, within
an hour and came out firing to take
the first two sets and open up a 3-0
lead in the third.

Nielsen broke Paes' service to
get back to 2-3 before rain again
sent the players to the dressing
room.

Brothers mean

FROM PAGE 13

Bowler O M R W
Murad 8 1 26 0
Uzzal 8 1 25 1
SohelRana 10 2 53 1
Saifullah 10 0 45 3
Majid 10 0 45 2
Mostakim 4 0 20 O
YOUNG PEGASUS

Humayun b Tariq 17
Sohagh c Hasibul b Debabroto 4

Uzzal b Tahmim 38

Rozel run out 1

Bidyut ¢ Hasibul b Tariq 3

Majid not out 38

Mostakim c Hasibulb Tahmim 1
Tariqul c Shahriar b Monirul 12

Ranab Tahmim 4
Saifullah run out 3
Murad c Kamrul b Tahmim 1
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-2, w-8) 14

Total: (Alloutin 39.4 overs) 136
Fall of wkts: 1-9, 2-49, 3-50, 4-
68,5-70,6-72,7-90, 8-104,9-112

Cash-boost for ACC

% Cricket

AFP, /slamabad

Cricket in Asia received a welcome
boost Saturday with the announce-
ment that the Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) is to receive a multi-million
dollar injection from its international
parent body.

"The ACC will receive 19.5
million dollars in two instalments,"
ACC secretary Zakir Hussain Syed
told a press briefing.

The money comes at a time
when the region's game is suffering
due to a heightened political rift
between India and Pakistan.

At least three million dollars of
the International Cricket Council
(ICC) cash will go towards estab-
lishing cricketing academies across
the region.

"A central academy will be estab-
lished in Nepal along with regional

academies in Malaysia and United
Arab Emirates," Syed said

"The central academy will be
state-of-art with professional staff-
ing for future needs.

"The ACC believes that the UAE,
Nepal, Singapore, Malaysia and
Hong Kong are fast track countries
and has a view to prepare them for
one-day international status in the
near future."

The Asian block of the ICC,
comprising Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, last
October threatened a split with the
parent body, protesting its voice was
not being heard.

India had clashed with the ICC
over the Mike Denness affair which
was finally settled at an ICC meeting
last month in Cape Town, South
Africa.

Denness, an ICC match referee,
had penalised six Indian playersin a
Test in South Africa prompting India
to challenge his decisions.

M'singh
cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, M'singh

Nil Kamal Krira Chakra defeated
Station Quarters AC by 36 runs in
the Basundhara LP Gas First
Division Cricket League at the Local
Circuit House ground yesterday.

Winning the toss, Nil Kamol
batted first and scored 171 runs for
nine wickets in 40 overs.

In reply, Station Quarters were all
outfor 135 runsin 30.8 overs.

BRIEF SCORES
NIL KAMOL KRIRA CHAKRA:
171/9.
Saany 45, Rajib 27, Alamgir 15,
extras 33; Jony 2/16, Rajib 2/25,
Hanan 2/27, Kabir 2/32.

STATION QUARTERS AC:
135/10.

Rajib 50, Hannan 11, Extras 34;
Raihan 4/28, Alok 3/14.

India bowlers dominate

FROM PAGE 13
too many against a tight Guyanese
attack.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the second
day of a three-day tour match
between India and Guyana Board
President's XI at the Everest ground
here on Saturday:

GUYANA BP XI: Firstinnings 118
(HPooran41, H Singh 4-37)

SRINATH... 2 for 12

Kumble c Dowlin b Harinarine 7
Harbhajan ¢ Dasrath b Harinarine 1
Srinath Ibw b Basil 0
ZaheercDeonarine b Dasrath 11
Extras: (Ib-8, nb-2, w-2) 12
Total: 248

Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-42, 3-94,
4-102, 5-104, 6-186, 7-203, 8-205, 9-
205
BOWLING O M R W
Griffith 20 7 46 2

KUMBLE... 2 for 5

Pooran not out
Basil b Kumble
Extras: (nb-1,1b-1)
Total (for 5 wkts) 5
Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-24, 3-44,
48,5-52
BOWLING
Srinath
Zaheer
Bangar
Kumble
Harbhajan

Tatiana stops
Meghann

AFP, Sarasota
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The third time was't the charm for
second-seeded American Meghann
Shaughnessy, ousted in the semifi-
nals of the 140,000-dollar Sarasota
Open by Russian Tatiana Panova
here on Saturday.

Shaughnessy, who fought off a
match point both the first round and
the quarterfinals here, couldn't do
the same against Panova, who beat

M 's Luzhniki Sports Palace. pal h f - > : L Bowl O M R W h .
two years ago here. ‘ OE/IC:rV;tSngiZn,ntIhle ;805 Uga(ggen Russia finally win the Davis Cup in  firstever win over the Swedes in five T:r‘i’;lflr 4 0 20 0 INDIA: First innings (overnight Thomas 17 5 50 0 the American 7-6, 6-4 to line up a
Lee, who will turn 22 in 10 days, title-winner. and veteran Svdne December. attempts as the semi-final venue. Debabroto 5 0 29 1 |732 Dasrath 21 6 49 3 showdown with top seed Jelena
received an early birthday gift ofthe | | hic champion Yevy eny However the Russians, led by However, both Russian squads Tari 6 2 7 o2 | DascNagamootoobDasrath 20 Basil 18 6 41 1 DokicofYugoslavia.
14,400-dollar first prize. K ¥ | Pk d dpR . % Y ever-faithful skipper Shamil that played those losing finals were arq . Dasgupta run out 6 Harinarine 23 6 54 3 Dokic advanced when France's
The women's singles title and Cﬁ; |T)|Si?l\£:; (setrl]'egk of%ﬁilf;atcar‘m\g: Tarpishchev, face two more chal- led single-handedly by Kafelnikov. ﬁ:n?m 8.481 g gg ‘1‘ Ganguly cArjune b Dasrath 52 GUYANABP XI: Second innings Virginie Razzano retired after one
12,420 dollars went to defending | against Sweden, giving their squad lenges before being able to touch  Now he is buoyed by fellow top flight Shahriar 8 0 31 o0 | TendulkarcPooranbGriffith ~ 18  Gonsalves low b Srinath 18  game of the second set with tendini-
champion Zhou Mi, who trounced | an unassailable 3.0 lead after the C22Vis Cuptrophy. _ player Safin in addition to rising Result: Dhanmondi Club won | Dravidb Grifiith o 2 ArjunecandbHarbhajan 13 ftisin her right elbow. Dokic had won
Dai ) " Russia are now set to play their talents Mikhail Youzhny and Andrei s 0 he fi 6-3
ai Yun _7-1_, 7-0, 7-1 in an all- | second day of the tie. third successive home tie in  Stoliarov. by 80 runs. Laxman c Pooran b Harinarine 43 Deonarine b Srinath the first set 6-3.
Chinesefinal in only 23 minutes. On Sunday Sweden grabbed a Bangar not out 76 Dowlin b Kumble 15
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