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Japan Open
Lee moves
into final

AFP, Tokyo

Lee Hyun-Il of South Korea put an
end to Pulella Gopichand's excel-
lent run on Saturday to reach the
men's singles final at the Japan
Open badminton tournament for a
second year running.

The fifth-seeded Korean, playing
last year's All England champion
from India for the first time, used his
attacking smashes as the best
weapon to score a 7-1, 7-4, 7-3
victory in 33 minutes.

The women's singles final will be
an all-Chinese affair between
defending champion Zhou Mi, top
seed, and 1999 Malaysian Open
champion Dai Yun.

Zhou amazingly won 15 rallies in
a row from a 5-3 lead in the first
game to 5-0 in the third on her way to
a lopsided 7-3, 7-0, 7-2 victory over
her former teammate Wang Chen,
who now represents Hong Kong.

Fifth-seeded Dai pulled off her
first win in many years and only her

Alex upsets Pete's plan

oTennis

AFP, Paris

Alex Corretja rallied from two sets
down to shock grasscourt king Pete
Sampras here Friday and even
Spain's Davis Cup World Group
quarterfinal against America at one
match apiece.

Sampras has posted one of the
great grasscourt records in history --
including seven Wimbledon titles --
while Corretja has skipped the
world's premier grasscourt tourna-
mentin five of the last seven years.

Sampras' prowess on grass was
to have given the United States the
edge over the claycourt loving
Spaniards at the Westside Tennis
Club.

But Corretja surprised the former
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world No. 1 4-6, 4-6, 7-6, 7-5, 6-4 to
give the visitors a crucial point
heading into Saturday's doubles.

Earlier Friday, Andy Roddick of
the United States fired 11 aces and
remained unbeaten in six Davis Cup
singles matches with a 6-3, 7-5, 7-6
victory over Tommy Robredo.

Corretja wasn't the only one to
spring a World Group surprise on
Friday, when Jiri Novak held his
nerve to defeat Nicolas Escude and
pull the Czech Republic level with
holders France.

France, playing indoors in the
south-western French city of Pau,
had gained the edge earlier in the
day when Sebastien Grosjean had
battled back from a set down to see
off Bohdan Ulihrach 6-3, 3-6, 0-6, 6-
3, 6-1.But Escude's 7-6, 6-1, 6-7, 7-
5 defeat came as something as a
shock as he had not lost a singles
rubber in the Davis Cup in nine
matches since 1998.

After a tense first set, Escude
was the first to crack, losing his
serve in the second game of the
second set as the wily Czech built
up a two-setlead.

The Frenchman, backed by a

Jelena, Meghann
in last four

AFP, Sarasota

Top seeds Jelena Dokic and
Meghann Shaughnessy posted
quarterfinal victories at the Sarasota
Open women's tennis tournament on
Friday, but Anastasia Myskina made
Shaughnessy work for her semi-final
berth.

Shaughnessy saved a match
point at 5-6 in the the second set
tiebreak before going on to a 3-6, 7-6,
6-4 victory. It was her second match
point saved this week after saving
one against wild card Jennifer
Hopkins in the first round.

Yugoslavian top seed Dokic beat
Swiss Patty Schnyder 6-1, 7-5 on the
green clay at The Meadows Country
Club.

Russian Tatiana Panova and
Frenchwoman Virginie Razzano also
secured semi-final berths. Panova
outlasted Slovakian Janette
Husarova 6-4, 4-6, 6-1, and Razzano
held off Argentine Paola Suarez 6-2,
4-6,6-4.

Harbhajan on
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ing day of a three-day tour match

Wisden for tech-powered Test

ﬁ Cricket

INTERNET, London

Wisden editor Graeme Wright has
called for even greater use of televi-
sion technology on the Test arena.

The latest edition of the annual
'Cricketers' Almanack' was pub-
lished Friday, with its usual compre-
hensive guide to the past 12 months
action.

However, in his highly-influential
'‘Notes' editorial, Wright disagreed
with the critics who claim television
already has too much influence, by
insisting more should be made of
the instant replays now available at
all Testmatches.

"For cricket and television to
have any meaningful relationship,
cricket has to keep up with televi-
sion," he said.

"Already there are virtually two
games; one watched by those at the
ground, the other dissected by
millions getting all the gizmos.

"The technological wizardry

but used intelligently it could help
umpires avoid errors.

"Television's opponents argue
thatit will slow the game, but there is
already a hiatus after every delivery
during which the umpire could
phone a friend, let alone receive a
word in his ear from a colleague with
immediate access to different
camera angles and replays.

"No-balls could be scrutinised in
this way, and a larger penalty - four
runs or even six - would concentrate

274 runs behind.

Windies' eastern
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Indeed this is the only venue where
India has won a Test match, both in
the 1971 and 1976 series.

Kanhai was the first of the great
batsmen to emerge from the com-
munity in the 1950s and went onto
play 79 Test matches, captaining his

the bowlers' minds wonderfully." country from 197210 1974.

Apart from a 14-page tribute to His exotic batsmanship was
Sir Donald Bradman, Wisden once  mirrored in the left-handed
again combines its facts and figures  Kallicharan, also from Berbice in
with a look forward to the future. Guyana.

For only the second time, there is
no English player among the five
'Cricketers of the Year', which does
contain three all-conquering
Australians.

Jason Gillespie, Adam Gilchrist
and Damien Martyn are joined by
former Zimbabwe skipper Andy
Flower and VVS Laxman, whose
double century against the Aussies
helped steer India to a remarkable
victory in Kolkata after the home

Kallicharan, who went on to play
66 Tests, made a huge impact in his
maiden series against New Zealand
in 1972 with centuries in his first two
Testmatches.

He briefly led the side during the
period between 1977-79 when the
cream of the team was contracted to
Kerry Packer's World Series Cricket.

And he was the first from the
West Indies to play cricket in South
Africa during the apartheid era.
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