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was observed against such a back-
drop.

In the capital, business houses, 
shops and shopping malls remained 
closed and all modes of transport 
except state-run BRTC buses and 
rickshaws stayed off the roads due 
to the hartal. However, in the after-
noon, some minibuses plied with 
small number of passengers.

Classes were not held in educa-
tional institutions. Banks transacted 
business on a limited scale, keeping 
their gates closed. Attendance at 
the Secretariat was less than nor-
mal.

Air, train and launch services 
were normal. However, quoting 
railway control room, a UNB report 
said pickets halted Bahadurabad 
bound Teesta Express and confined 
the 'loco-master' at Nandina Station 
in Jamalpur district for more than 
hour at around noon.

Putting on bulletproof vests and 
helmets, scores of riot police took 
position around the AL central office 
at Bangabandhu Avenue in the city 
from early morning. They virtually 
sealed off all entries to the party 
office. Other than police, only news-
men were allowed to go on the road 
in front of the office.  

Despite repeated refusal by 
police, some 100 leaders and 
workers of AL tried to bring out a 
procession but failed. Then they 
staged a sit-in near the party office 
in the afternoon. The leaders 
inc luded Mot ia  Chowdhury,  
Mohammad Nasim, Abdur Razzak, 
Abdur Razzak, MP, Opposition 
Chief Whip Abdus Shahid, city 
mayor Mohammad Hanif, Mirza 
Azam, MP and Ahsanullah Master. 

They br ief ly spoke there 
denouncing the government's 
'denial of the fundamental right' to 
assemble and bring out proces-
sions. When they tried to convince 
police officials on duty, they (police) 
argued that for the sake of maintain-
ing law and order, AL leaders and 
workers could not be allowed to 
bring out procession. 

At one stage, police officials 
warned the AL leaders that if they do 
not disperse immediately, their 
gathering would be declared an 
unlawful assembly.  

When asked whether the gov-
ernment banned processions, 
Additional Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Ruhul Amin replied in the 
negative but said, "We are restrain-
ing them (AL) from bringing out 
procession as a precautionary 
measure so that no incident of law-
break happens."

As pro-hartal activists coming 
from different directions tried to near 
the AL office, police chased them.  
Pickets  then damaged two mini-
buses near Golap Shah Mazar. A 
few minutes later, one round of 
gunshot was fired near Osmany 
Udyan. Police swung into action and 
picked up two persons from Zero 
Point area. 

Several bombs were exploded in 
the distr ict  court  area and 
Chawkbazar area in the old part of 
the city. Rickshawpuller Nazrul and 
passenger Rashed were injured  in 
a bomb explosion at Chawkbazar at 
about 8 am. They were treated at 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

At around 10 am, police chased 
and dispersed a pro-hartal proces-
sion brought out by Bangladesh 
Chhatra League (BCL), student 
wing of AL.
Chittagong

The day-long hartal called by the 
main opposition party passed off 
with no report of untoward incidents 
or arrest of pickets in the port city 
yesterday. 

Our staff correspondent in 
Chittagong reports that normal life 
was disrupted due to the hartal.

At around 11.00 in the morning, 
police intercepted an AL procession 
as it moved just a few yards from  
the city AL office at Darul Fazal 
Market near Reazuddin Bazaar and 
sent the leaders and activists back 
to the party office. 

The leaders included  party 
central leader and former ambassa-
dor Ataur Rahman Khan Kaiser, city 
unit leaders advocate Ibrahim 
Hossain Babul, Khaleque-uz 

Zaman and advocate Iftekhar 
Saimul Chowdhury.

All motorised transports kept off 
the city roads. Only rickshaws plied 
freely.  Air service and train commu-
nication were normal although 
number of passengers was less 
than normal. 

Activities at Chittagong port 
were, however, disrupted greatly. 
Delivery of goods outside the port 
area  remained  fully stopped. 
Some loading and unloading work 
inside the jetties continued.

A section ofleaders and activists 
of  the ruling BNP brought out an 
a n t i - h a r t a l  p r o c e s s i o n  i n  
B o h a d d e r h a t  a r e a  u n d e r  
Chandgaon thana in the morning.
Sylhet

Our Staff Correspondent in 
Sylhet reported that 20 people 
including four policemen were 
injured in a clash involving activists 
of ruling BNP, opposition Awami 
League and police at Jagannathpur 
upazila headquarters in Sunamganj 
district during the hartal hours. 

Police said the clashes ensued 
when activists of AL and its front 
organisations brought out a proces-
sion and ransacked some offices to 
stop work.  

Four of the injured, all of them 
Awami Juba League activists, were 
admitted to the upazila health 
complex. 

Police arrested four Juba 
League activists during the clash. 
Narayanganj

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  i n  
Narayanganj reported partial obser-
vance of the hartal in the river port 
town yesterday. Some buses plied 
on Narayanganj-Dhaka road and a 
small number of  shops remained 
open. Educational institutions  
remained closed on the day. Adamji 
Jute Mills operated as usual.
Magura

Police arrested three leaders of 
Bangladesh Chhatra League 
including its Magura district unit 
president yesterday on charge of 
halting traffic movement on Magura-
Dhaka highway. 

They were produced before the 
district magistrate's court. The 
district unit president Was granted 
bail while two others were sent to jail 
custody.
Gopalganj

A UNB report says 10 people 
including three policemen were 
injured in clashes between police 
and pickets in Gopalganj. A police 
pick-up van was damaged during 
the clashes.  
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authorities applied the 'non-
cooperation' clause against the 
Bangladesh to impose the addi-
tional duty.  

Against this backdrop, two top 
chamber the Metropolitan Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) 
and the Dhaka Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) 
yesterday urged the Indian govern-
ment to accept Bangladesh's 
demands.

 "The trade and industry feel that 
such non-tariff and para-tariff impo-
sition are not only unfortunate in the 
sense that Bangladesh is an impor-
tant market for India to the extent of 
nearly US$ 2 billion, but it is against 
the spirit of SAARC regional cooper-
ation," said MCCI President Tapan 
Chowdhury and DCCI President 
Matiur Rahman in a joint statement.

However, the two chambers 
hoped that both the countries would 
'genuinely endeavour to find some 
solutions to the serious imbalance 
of trade against Bangladesh'.

Earlier, the scheduled commerce 
secretary-level meeting was post-
poned twice, once in December last 
and then again in January this year. 
The December meeting was post-
poned at the last moment as the 
Indian side declined to attend it due 
to differences of opinion over the 

meeting agenda. And the last time, 
the Indian side did not show any 
specific reason for not being able to 
attend the meeting.
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Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or squally 
wind is likely at one or two places over Khulna, Dhaka, Rajshahi and 
Sylhet divisions and the regions of Noakhali and Comilla during the 
next 24 hours till 6 pm today.

Weather  may remain mainly dry elsewhere over the country, Met 
office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 35 degree Celsius was 
recorded at Mongla and the lowest of 20.4 degree at Srimangol.

Th sun sets in the capital at 6:17 pm today and rises at 5:44 am 
tomorrow.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 
major cities and towns yesterday were:
City/Town Temperature Humidity in
 in Celsius percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 34.0 23.0 74 51
Chittagong 33.2 23.7 73 62
Rajshahi 33.5 23.2 80 64
Khulna 34.2 23.4 76 -
Barisal 33.6 27.4 79 69
Sylhet 30.0 21.1 70 66
Cox's Bazar 34.0 23.8 78 69

UNB,  Dhaka

Thundershower likely 
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World Health Day
The inaugural function of the World 
Health Day will be held with Health and 
Family Welfare Minister Dr. Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain as chief guest. 
Venue: Inst i tut ion of Engineers 
auditorium. Time: 9.00am. Earlier a 
procession will be brought out from the 
National Press Club to the Institution of 
Engineers to mark the occasion.

Training 
A week-long advanced training 
programme for Trainers, organised by 
the Business Development Services for 
Micro and Small Enterprises in 
cooperation with the German Technical 
Cooperation Agency, will begin. Venue: 
Civic Inn, Gulshan. Time: 9.00am. 

Photo exhibition
The inaugural function of a photo 
exhibition titled 'After September 11: 
Images from Ground Zero' sponsored by 
the American Centre of the Us Embassy 
in Dhaka will be held. The photographs 
were taken from the World Trade Centre 
Site. Venue: DRIK Gallery, H-58, R-15 A, 
Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6.30pm. The 
exhibition will remain open till April 20 
from 3.00pm to 8.00pm daily. 

Workshop
A two-day workshop on retraining of 2-
stroke auto rickshaw drivers and 
mechanics to 4-stroke auto rickshaw 
technology, organised by NOAH 
Environment Friendly Transport, will 
begin. Venue: 77/1, Kakrail, Asif 
Mansion. Time: 9.30am.

Photo exhibition
Alliance Francaise organises a photo 
exhibition titled 'The changing faces of 
Shariakandi: 1972-2002' with State 
Minister for Commerce Md. Borkat  Ullah 
Bhulu as chief guest. Venue: Alliance 
Francaise Gallery. Time: 6.30pm. The 
exhibition will remain open till April 9 from 
9.00am to 12.00am and from 5.00pm to 
8.00pm.

Workshop
The opening session of the National 
Consultation Workshop on Combating 
Trafficking of Women and Children in 
South  As ia ,  o rgan ised by  the  
International Organisation for Migration, 
will be held. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. 
Time: 9.30am

 

Seminar
Bangladesh Renewable Energy 
Association organises a seminar on 'How  

Renewable Energy can help solve the 
Energy Gap with a publicprivate 
partnership' with Energy and Mineral 
Resources Minister Iqbal Hasan 
Mahmud as chief guest. Venue: BRAC 
Centre, Mahakhali. Time: 10.00am.

Workshop
Bangladesh Water Development Board 
organises a workshop on 'Application of 
the CERP Modelling Tools for Future 
Coastal Zone Management and 
Development Activities' in collaboration 
with Surface Water Modelling Centre' 
with Water Resources Minister L k Siddiqi 
as chief guest. Venue: Hotel Sheraton. 
Time: 9.30am.

Programme
The Coordination Council for Human 
Rights in Bangladesh organises a 
programme of peaceful demonstration 
against the barbaric Israeli attack on  
President Yasser Arafat and the people 
of Palestine. Venue: In front of the Jatiya 
Sangsad Bhaban. Time: 10.30am.

Film show
Zahir Raihan Fi lm Society and         
Goethe Institut will jointly screen a 
feature film titled 'Wings of Desire' (1987) 
by German filmmaker Wim Wenders 
which inspired a Hollywood remake of 
the film 'City of Angels' and some 
documentaries on Berlin Wall. Venue: 
Goethe Institut, Road No.9, Dhanmondi. 
Time: 5.30pm.

Convocation
First convocation of Asian University of 
Bangladesh will be held with President 
AQM Badrudduja Chowdhury as chief 
guest. Venue: Osmany Memorial Hall. 
Time: 10.00am.

Premiere show
The premiere show of a programme titled 
'Tonatunir Ek Ghanta' produced by 
Tonatuni will be held. Venue: Bangladesh 
Shishu Academy. Time: 7.00pm.

Film show
Zahir Raihan Fi lm Society and       
Goethe Institut will jointly screen a 
feature film titled 'Faraway, so close' 
(1993) by Wim Wenders and some 
documentaries on Berlin Wall. Venue: 
Goethe Institut, Road No.9, Dhanmondi. 
Time: 5.30pm.
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Powell said the United States 
wanted the offensive halted "as 
soon as possible or without delay." 
Israeli commentators speculated 
the army would do as much damage 
as possible before he arrives.

Israel on Friday opened the 
barricade around Arafat's head-
quarters to let US envoy Anthony 
Zinni meet him briefly, but on 
Saturday refused a request to let the 
Palestinian leadership see him.

Arafat has been pinned down in 
his Ramallah headquarters by 
Israeli troops since the offensive 
began, and the Palestinians lost 
phone contact with him for several 
hours yesterday. Explosions were 
heard coming from his compound.

The Israeli army also cut the 
electricity supply to Arafat's offices 
overnight, Palestinian sources said.

Sharon has said Arafat's only 
way out is a 'one-way ticket' to 
permanent exile, and the US presi-
dent hinted his time as a political 
force had passed.

Bush told Britain's ITV television: 
"My worry is that Yasser Arafat can't 
perform. He has let his people 
down, and there are others in the 
region who can lead." Powell said 
he had no plans to see Arafat but did 

not rule it out.
Israel 's top-sel l ing Yediot 

Aharonot paper reported Sharon 
and his aides interpreted Bush's 
remarks as "practically an appeal to 
the Palestinians to overthrow their 
leader."

UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan said hoping for peace by 
eliminating Arafat is "a miscalcula-
tion of monumental proportions."

The Israeli army says it has 
seized large quantities of bombs 
and other weapons in its push 
through the West Bank, launched 
March 29 just two days after a 
suicide bomber killed 26 people on 
the Jewish Passover holiday.

The suspected mastermind of 
that attack, and five other members 
of the radical group Hamas, were 
killed in an Israeli helicopter attack 
Friday. The militants vowed "a new 
kind of punishment" in revenge.

Israel says it has arrested more 
than 1,100 Palestinians in the 
operation dubbed "Defensive wall" 
and announced Friday it was re-
opening a detention camp in the 
Negev desert used in the first 
Palestinian uprising, or intifada.

An armed standoff between 
Israeli troops and around 200 
Palestinian gunmen bunkered 

inside Bethlehem's Church of the 
Nativity, one of the holiest sites in 
Christendom, went into a fifth day 
yesterday.

Sharon's popularity in Israel had 
been plummeting in the face of the 
deadly terror attacks but a new poll 
this week showed overwhelming 
support for the offensive.

Every major Palestinian town but 
two, Hebron and Jericho, has been 
seized despite being handed over to 
the Palestinians under interim 
peace accords in the 1990s.

In Nablus, the largest Palestinian 
city in the West Bank, Israeli heli-
copters unleashed volleys of mis-
siles for hours overnight to cover 
troops scouring house-by-house for 
militants.

Terrified residents saw many 
houses, some of them hundreds of 
years old, reduced to rubble.

"There were 60 people in one of 
those houses," said Annan Attira, 
spokesman for the local govern-
ment here. "We do not know how 
they got out, or if there were deaths."

Journalists have been blocked 
by the army from most of the areas 
of the fighting. Israeli soldiers threw 
stun grenades at reporters in 
Ramallah on Friday to keep them at 
bay.
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and lack of concern of the authori-
ties, particularly regarding building 
height restrictions. About 20 per 
cent of the buildings in the area have 
been constructed 'violating the 
height restriction of six storeys', 
thanks to unscrupulous Rajuk 
planners. 

Within the four commercial 
fringes of Dhanmondi, shopping 
malls have been built with or without 
any approach bay or proper parking 
facilities. One of those -- Rapa Plaza 
-- an up market shopping mall, has 
been allowed to operate on the 
intersection of Mirpur Road and 
Sheikh Kamal Swarani in blatant 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  B u i l d i n g  
Construction Rules, 1996. On the 
same parade towards New Market, 
similar malls have been built without 
the required approach bays or 
parking facilities. As a result, any 
vehicle trying to enter a mall halts all 
traffic on the main road. The only 
initiative taken by the businessmen 
is to engage some uniformed stick-
weilding men to prevent rickshaws 
from stopping. The chaos is at its 
peak on occasions like eid and puja.

According to sources in the 
Ministry of Housing and Public 
Works, on October 1, 1985, the 
government decided to declare both 
sides of the Mirpur Road along 
Dhanmondi a commercial area. As 
per the decision, the plot owners 
could build commercial structures 

on 20 feet of their plots, facing the 
main road, subject to payment of a 
conversion fee of Tk 15 lakh for 
each plot. This was done to rid the 
interior of Dhanmondi residential 
area of illegal commercial activities. 
Considering the existing infrastruc-
ture and civic amenities, none was 
allowed to build any residential 
complex for more than 10 families 
on each plot. 

But on January 10, 1996, a 
ministerial meeting changed the 
face of this residential area. The 
meeting decided that each plot 
owner could build apartment blocs 
to accommodate up to 20 families or 
more. It also declared Road-2, 
Satmasjid Road and Sheikh Kamal 
Swarani commercial areas. Official 
sources claimed that this was also 
done to 'save' the residential char-
acter of the area. All commercial 
houses were expected to shift their 
businesses to the commercial 
section of the area.  

 " But due to lack of concern of 
the authorities, nothing could be 
saved. On the one hand, Rajuk 
embarked on approving plans for 
big shopping complexes on the 
fringes and on the other, new busi-
nesses moved into the residential 
area," said a ministerial source. 

An official source mentioned  
that the 10-family restriction was 
first violated in 1985 by an influential 
retired colonel at Road-4, who was 

also a close relative of the then 
works minister. He was followed by 
a top official of the freign ministry, 
who built a structure near Abahani 
playground defying the existing law. 
The two then influenced the authori-
ties to change the law altogether. 

 " With Dhanmondi's status 
changing in 1996, Rajuk grabbed 
the opportunity of using Dhanmondi 
as example and declared many 
roads in Gulshan, Banani, Uttara 
and other residential areas of the 
city commercial areas," the source 
noted. 

General Secretary of the Institute 
of Architects ASM Ismail told The 
Daily Star that to save the character 
of the city's residential areas, land 
use must be clearly defined. 

 "Unless land use is specified, we 
cannot control such invasions and 
protect the city from rapid degrada-
tion," he said.

Death of residential areas

BPJA team 
meets President 
A five-member team of the 
Bangladesh Photo Journalists' 
Association (BPJA) called on 
Pres ident  AQM Badrudduja  
Chowdhury at Bangabhaban in the 
city yesterday and discussed their 
professional hassles, says a press 
release.

The photo journalists made 
some proposals to solve their prob-
lems. 

The proposals include stopping 
police repression on the photo 
journalists; allowing them to cover 
all national and state programmes; 
a c c e s s  t o  p a r l i a m e n t ,  
Bangabhaban, cantonment and the 
Prime Minister's Office for covering 
important programmes; including 
two photo journalists in the media 
team of the heads of state and 
government; and introducing 
Ekushey Padak and Independence 
Award for the photo journalists.

The President assured them that 
he will look into their problems.

The delegat ion members 
included Md Salahuddin, president 
of the association, Aftab Ahmed, 
Rafiqur Rahman, AKM Mohsin and 
Mir Ahmed Miru.   

PHOTO: STAR

A five-member team of the Bangladesh Photo Journalists' Association (BPJA) called on President AQM Badruddoza 
Chowdhury at Bangabhaban in the city yesterday and presented him with a souvenir of the association.

Intense battles with Palestinians

Padma Bridge
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training centre, which in course of 
time may be upgraded to an univer-
sity.

The ADB official also showed 
interest in poverty alleviation 
programmes and self-employment 
projects, particularly rearing of the 
world famous black goat.

Shibuichi expressed his satisfac-
tion at the lessening of traffic con-
gestion and environment pollution in 
the capital following government 
measures.

Referring to the PM's interest in 
CNG conversion of vehicles, the 
ADB official said the bank would 
provide assistance in setting up 
CNG filling stations along Dhaka-
Chittagong highway.

The prime minister in this regard 
sought assistance in setting up 
similar stations on the highway 
connecting Dhaka with North 
Bengal.

Health Day
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efficiency of health services and 
make them easily accessible.

"We have attached importance 
to develop the health sector by 
increasing financial allocation," she 
said.

The government has taken up 
elaborate programmes to observe 
the day.

A colourful procession will be 
brought out from the Jatiya Press 
Club at 8 am. It will terminate at the 
Engineers' Institution after parading 
the main thoroughfares.

Film actors and actresses will 
take part in a charity football match 
at Mirpur Sher-e-Bangla National 
Stadium at 4.30 pm.

Other programmes of the day 
include band show, cultural 
programme, display by scouts and 
bodybuilding show.

Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Dr Khandakar Mosharraf 
Hossain will attend the programmes 
as chief guest, said an official hand-
out.

Trade talks tomorrow

Shahriar
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for screening of the video cassettes 
in presence of the lawyers and the 
accused.

 Shahriar Kabir was arrested at 
Zia International Airport on his 
return from Kolkata on November 
22 last year.

Police also seized his  passport 
and some video cassettes. 

Later, a sedition case against 
Shahriar Kabir was filed with the 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's 
Court, Dhaka on December 8 last 
year.
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secretariat. A person who has been 
expelled by the parliament will also 
be considered as a stranger.

Although Article 39 of the 
Constitution guarantees freedom of 
thought and conscience, and of 
speech, the proposed law considers 
publication of reports about docu-
ments, statements or debates of a 
parliamentary committee which 
have been prepared for presenta-
tion in the House as a punishable 
offence.

Article 39 provides, "(1) Freedom 
of thought and conscience is guar-
anteed. (2) Subject to any reason-
able restrictions imposed by law in 
the interests of the security of the 
State, friendly relations with foreign 
countries, public order, decency, 
morality, or in relation to contempt of 
court, defamation or incitement to 
an offence - (a) the right of every 
citizen to freedom of speech and 
expression (b) freedom of press -- 
are guaranteed."

The proposed law also considers 
publication of confidential deci-
sions, reports, documents or pro-
ceedings of the parliament as a 
punishable offence, which is contra-
dictory to another provision of the 
Constitution.

Reads Article 78(4) of the 
Constitution: "A person shall not be 
liable to proceedings in any court in 
respect of the publication by or 
under the authority of parliament of 
any report, paper, vote or proceed-
ing."

Article 36 of the proposed Act 
provides that if a person, organisa-
tion or head of the organisation goes 
against any of the provisions, the 
person, organisation or the head of 
the organisation will be considered 
as offender under the law and would 
face jail terms varying from two to 
seven years or a fine ranging 
between Tk 1 lakh and Tk 5 lakh or 
both.

As the bill defines a person other 
than MPs and parliament secretar-
iat officials as a 'stranger', the parlia-
ment or the Speaker under this act 
may expel any working journalists 
from the parliament any time. 

It also proposes empowerment 
of the House and its Speaker as 
magistrate to summon anyone and 
issue warrant of arrest against the 
'offenders' under this Act. According 
to provisions of the bill, the speaker 
with the approval of the House 
would have the authority to hand 
down punishments including jail 
terms and fines to the offenders.

The bill suggests in the warrant 
of precedence of the state, an MP 
would enjoy the status of a Supreme 
Court judge and he/she would be 
entitled to use a flag inscribed with 
the monogram of the parliament in 
the car and the residence. 

The proposed legislation has 
given the lawmakers immunity 
against criminal charges and has 
empowered the speaker to punish 
strangers in the parliament for 
misconduct, as defined by it.

Defamatory comments in the 

House or in the meeting of a parlia-
mentary committee about the 
president, speaker, Supreme Court 
judges or MPs or a subjudice matter 
have also been made punishable 
offences in the bill.

Passing remarks that may offend 
or insult an MP, seditious comments 
and any obstruction to the function-
ing of the parliament are stated as 
punishable offence.

The proposed law prohibits 
arrest of lawmakers on their way to 
and from the parliament for attend-
ing a session unless they face 
charges for sedition or affecting 
public safety. No MP should be 
forced to appear before a court 
when the parliament is in session, it 
further says.

The speaker will have the author-
ity to issue warrant of arrest against 
an offender or in cases, order arrest 
without any warrant.

"This bill is meant to inflate the 
ego of the MPs who are not quite 
happy being just people's represen-
tatives. They want to be like the 
members  o f  the  House o f  
Commons," observes a media 
analyst. 

"This (bill) seems contradictory 
to the fact that our MPs have over Tk 
8 crore telephone bills in arrears for 
years and that they shamelessly 
misuse the MP Hostel and that they 
are already a privileged class by all 
definitions.”

Proposed JS bill

Cloning 
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who also chaired the UK Royal 
Society's working group on thera-
peutic cloning, told the magazine 
that such a pregnancy would be 
"grossly irresponsible given the 
current state of knowledge, even 
aside from any ethical issues." 

Antinori claims to be able to 
screen the embryos to reduce the 
risk of abnormalities but Gardner 
said, "There's no way you can do it--
you could only spot gross changes 
in chromosomes or in the number of 
chromosomes." There can be single 
gene defects, he added, and prob-
lems with imprinting, which can lead 
to cancer as well as malformations. 

"The chance of a live birth of a 
normal child is very hard to assess," 
said Gardner. Studies on other 
mammals, including sheep, cows, 
mice and goats, have had limited 
but variable success, he noted, and 
there is a very high rate of embryo 
loss and early death. 

Richard Nicholson, editor of the 
UK-based Bulletin of Medical 
Ethics, told New Scientist that the 
report of the pregnancy strengthens 
the need for international legislation 
to ban reproductive cloning. 
Although the practice is banned in 
some countries, such as the UK, it is 
still legal in many--including the US, 
where the Senate is currently debat-
ing cloning legislation. 

"We need an international law to 
prevent mavericks like Antinori 
doing something that the vast 
majority of the public and responsi-
ble scientists say they do not want to 
have done," Nicholson said. 

Hartal passes off

BCL body
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Hasan Tuhin, Alak Bonik and Shah 
Mostafa Alamgir have been named 
organising secretaries of the stu-
dent body.

The other officer bearers are, 
Abdul Alim (publicity secretary), 
Quamrul Hasan Khokon (office 
secretary), HM Masud Dulal (publi-
cation secretary), MA Momin 
Patwari (social welfare secretary), 
Tareq Uddin (library secretary), 
Mizanur Rahman Sajal (cultural 
secretary), Shajahan Shishir (sports 
secretary), Anisur Rahman Litu (law 
secretary) and Masum Iqbal (infor-
mation and technology secretary).

The committee also includes 10 
assistant secretaries and 113 mem-
bers.

Saifur
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As a case in point, Saifur said the 
Awami League government took up 
an integrated health programme 
with an outlay of Tk 15,000 crore. 
But the project did not have the 
approval of the ECNEC and lacked 
transparency at every level.

 "A former bureaucrat, who used 
to receive Tk 20,000 a month as a 
secretary, was included in the 
project with a Tk 3 lakh per month 
salary. Thus, he received several 
crore taka from the health project 
and later, spent the money on his 
election campaign," Saifur men-
tioned.

Besides, he alleged that an 
assistant personal secretary of 
former finance minister SAMS 
Kibria, who used to receive Tk 
14,000 as monthly salary, was also 
transferred to another project with 
Tk 1.75 lakh monthly salary. He also 
mentioned two other persons, close 
to the Awami League government, 
who received huge amounts from 
different government projects. 

Speaking at the function, Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia said the gov-
ernment is now preparing a poverty 
reduction strategy programme to be 
considered as part of the next five-
year plan. 

 "We are now in a vicious cycle 
and the reasons are all known to 
us," she said. "The country has no 
option but to explore the potentials 
of export-oriented industries for 
economic development," the prime 
minister said.

Jubo Dal men
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oration of  her condition.
Father of the victim told this 

correspondent that he avoided 
government hospital fearing 
harassment. He alleged that the 
miscreants were threatening to 
withdraw the case filed by him on 
March 31 accusing the four.
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