@he Baily Star

S\

SP(

'\‘

g

RT

[

DHAKA SATURDAY APRIL 6, 2002

NZ, India
go even

AFP, Wellington

New Zealand and India ended the
first day of their Davis Cup rubber
Friday tied 1-1.

The Asia/Oceania Zone Group |
semifinal saw New Zealand number
one Mark Nielsen, ranked 343,
defeat India's Harsh Mankad 6-4, 6-
0,6-1.

The game was played in difficult
conditions with strong winds making
some returns unpredictable. Nielsen
was largely unchallenged by the
Indian number two, ranked 754, who
found the power of the New
Zealander too much to handle.

Scholten stable

FROM PAGE 13
condition, a Royal Perth Hospital
spokeswoman said.

"Her condition has improved
slightly and she is stable, but still
seriously ill," the spokeswoman said.

Scholten, who turned 23 the day
after the crash, suffered severe head
and chest injuries when Hollioake's
Porsche, in which she was a passen-
ger, slammed into a brick wall in
South Perth on March 23.

The 24-year-old Australian-born

Nasser comments irk ICC

RSMs appointed to police matches

‘% Cricket

REUTERS, London

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) is "disappointed" over com-
ments attributed to England captain
Nasser Hussain that he was uncon-
cerned his side had been overtaken
by New Zealand in the ICC Test
Championship.

New Zealand moved into fourth
place in the official ICC Test
Championship standings after
beating England by 78 runs in the
third and final Test in Auckland on
Wednesday to draw the series 1-1.

"The ICC is disappointed to note
media comments about the ICC
Test Championship attributed to the
England team captain after the
Auckland Test," the game's world
governing body said in a statement
on Thursday.

"We don't want to get into any
actual conflict over this, but we
wanted to make the point that the
ICC Test Championship has gener-
ated a great deal of interest in
cricket right across the globe," an

game around the world since its
introduction last May."

"I'm not interested in the Test
table," Hussain had told reporters
on Wednesday after his side's
defeat.

"I'm more interested in how we
are going to beat Sri Lanka next
summer and how on earth are we
going to win an Ashes series."

Australia continue to head the
ICC Test Championship rankings
with 1.54 points following nine Test
winsin 13 games.

South Africa are second on 1.50,
having picked up 11 victories in 16
Tests.

Sri Lanka are third on 1.14 while
New Zealand, fourth on 1.13,
occupy their highest position since
the table was first introduced in May
1996.

Countries are ranked by the
number of points earned divided by
the number of Tests played.

Each Test win earns two points
with one point for a draw.

The next two series in the ICC
Test Championship are the matches
between West Indies and India in
the Caribbean, beginning in Guyana
on April 11, and Pakistan's rear-

governing body has announced.

Each of the managers has been
assigned two international teams
and will be present at all future ICC-
sanctioned tours and tournaments
intheirregion.

"These appointments are a
powerful demonstration of the ICC's
resolve to rid the international game
from the threat of match-fixing and
corruption, which have tarnished
cricket's reputation around the world
over the past two years," ICC chief
executive Malcolm Speed said on
Thursday.

"The appointment of security
managers was one of the major
recommendations put forward by
Lord (Paul) Condon's Anti-
Corruption Unit Report of April 2001
and accepted by the ICC."

The five managers, who all have
a military or police background, are
South African Arrie de Beer, who is
assigned to South Africa and
Zimbabwe, Lt Col Nuruddin
Khawaja of Pakistan (Pakistan and
Bangladesh), Australian John
Rhodes (Australia and New
Zealand), Briton Bob Smalley
(England and West Indies) and
India's NS Virk (India and Sri

Hick's World
Cup desire

AFP, London

Worcestershire captain Graeme
Hick is preparing to end his year-
long absence from the England set-
up with a refreshing bid to return to
the squad for the 2003 World Cup
finals in South Africa.

Hick last played for England
during the squad's tour of Pakistan
and Sri Lanka last winter but, even
at the seasoned age of 35, he feels
he still has what it takes to play at
international level.

"The World Cup is one of my
personal goals and | am going to try
to perform in the one-day games to
put my name in the hat for that,"
Hick, speaking at Worcestershire's
pre-season media day at their New
Road ground, said Friday.

"l feel it is a realistic possibility.
Playing in a World Cup is a huge
thing to be part of," added Hick, who
will be featuring in his 19th season
with Worcestershire.

"If | perform in the middle for
Worcestershire | will have an oppor-
tunity. I think | am still good enough.”

Hick's absence this winter from
the non-stop international schedule
is a factor, he says which could goin
his favour.

"I've still got the hunger and feel

Davis Cup

Russia blank Sweden

ﬁTennis

AFP, Moscow

Yevgeny Kafelnikov and Marat Safin
gave Russia a commanding 2-0
advantage after the opening day of
their Davis Cup quarterfinal tie

against Sweden here on Friday.

The Russians are now in a strong
position to win the tie and, with it,
claim their first ever win over the
Swedes as they head into the dou-
bles on Saturday and the reverse
singles on Sunday.

Kafelnikov defeated fellow 28-
year-old Enqvist in straight sets to
follow Safin's similarly comfortable

Speaker of the Jatiya Sangsad Barrister Jamir Uddin Sircar handing over the
AIUB Cup cricket tournament trophy to the North South University cricket

team captain on Friday.
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win over Australian Open champion
Thomas Johansson.

Kafelnikov and Enqvist kept their
serves through to force a tiebreak,
which Russia's Sydney Olympic
champion won 8-6 to take a 1-0 lead
after 45 minutes.

Kafelnikov broke early into the
second set earning a 3-1 lead.
Enqvist fought tooth and nail in a
desperate attempt to pull the scores
level but the Russia's veteran broke
againt to win the second set 6-3 in
32 minutes.

Enqvist, who is currently 19th in
the ATP race and four places above
his Russian opponent, failed to
resist Kafelnikov's accuracy and
power in the deciding set losing it 6-
1injust 25 minutes.

Earlier, Safin put Russia 1-0 up
beating Johansson also in straight
sets.

Safin, playing confidently from
the start, took advantage of
Johansson's apparent awkward-
ness on the clay courts of Moscow's
Luzhniki Sports Palace to beat
Sweden's current ATP race leader
6-4,6-4,6-4in 2hr 12min.
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