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Aravinda back
for Eng tour

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka has recalled former vice
captain Aravinda de Silva for the
forthcoming three-Test series
against England after missing the
last 11 Test matches.

De Silva was included in a 15-

member squad named Tuesday for
the tour of England beginning later
this month.
The last Test match played by De
Silva was in March 2001 against
England here. During his absence
Sri Lanka played 11 Tests and won
nine of them.

SQUAD

Sanath Jayasuriya (Captain),
Marvan Atapattu, Kumar
Sangakkara, Mahela Jayawardena,
Russel Arnold, Hashan Tillekeratne,
Thilan Samaraweera, Aravinda de
Silva, Muttiah Muralitharan,
Chaminda Vaas, Charitha B.
Fernando, Dilhara Fernando,
Nuwan Soysa, Ruchira Perera and
Prasanna Jayawardena

Hussain no
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and attitude yes, but there are
other things. The New Zealand

Dubai GP

Boje belongs to Notts

Ukrainian

chess

kid takes on Cricket
top seeds INTERNET, London

REUTERS, Dubai

Ukrainian 12-year-old Sergey
Karyakin has qualified for the FIDE
(World Chess Federation) Dubai
Grand Prix international event.

He will join a 32-player field
including FIDE world champion
Ruslan Ponamariov of Ukraine,
former world number ones Anatoly
Karpov and Viswanathan Anand as
well as world women's champion
Zhu Chen of China.

Karyakin, who learned the game
from his father, qualified via an
internet tournament.

The tournament, the first of a five-
event series and which is made up of
timed matches allowing 25 minutes
per player, begins on Wednesday.

School v'ball

UNB, Dhaka

Eight teams, four each from boys'

Nottinghamshire's new signing
Nicky Boje of South Africa says he is
'honoured' to be invited to realise a
dream of playing county cricket as
an overseas player.

The left-arm spinner put pen to
paper on his contract yesterday and
will join the club early next month to
take over from fellow South African
Lance Klusener, who is only con-
tracted to play for the first three
weeks of the season.

Boje said: "It came as quite a

shock when | got the call from the
team manager Clive Rice asking if |
would like to play for Notts this
summer.

"But it's always been an ambition
of mine to play county cricket in
England and | was not going to let
this opportunity pass me by.

"I'm honoured to be asked and
now I'm going to give it my best shot
and hopefully help Notts to have a
very successful season.”

Boje replaces New Zealand's
Chris Cairns, who is unable to play
this summer after suffering a seri-
ous knee injury in the recent Test
series against England.

ICC for use
of lights

INTERNET, London

The International Cricket Council
have backed the use of floodlights in
Test cricket despite criticism from
England after they were forced to
field in the dark on the fourth day of
the final Testin Auckland.

Under new ICC regulations
allowing the use of floodlights, New
Zealand took advantage of the Eden
Park lights to establish a 311-run
advantage after reaching 269 for
nine at the close having refused the
offer of bad light earlier in the
innings.

Surrey left-hander Graham
Thorpe claimed the lights did not
help England in the field and
insisted it was very difficult to see
the red ball against the background
of the stadium.

But Mark Harris, communica-
tions manager for the ICC, argued
that although floodlights were not
"perfect", they were of benefit to the
game overall.

He told PA Sport: "Since the use
of floodlights in Test cricket became
at the discretion of umpires, more
games have been started and more
games have been given the chance
to be completed.

Pete has a plan

IO Tennis

REUTERS, Houston

Pete Sampras is a man on a mission
as he spearheads the US Davis Cup
campaign against Spain this week-
end.

With 63 titles and more than 42
million dollars in prize money, the
seven-time Wimbledon champion
knew he had little to prove when he
embarked on his 14th year on the
professional tour in January.

But realising that he was no
longer guaranteed a slot on finals
day at the Grand Slams, Sampras
reassessed his options at the end of
2001.

He decided to step back into the
Davis Cup fold after turning his back
on the US cause for two years and
this weekend will lead the team in
their quarterfinal tie at the Westside
Tennis Club.

Rarely during his career has
Sampras dedicated himself so
wholeheartedly to the Davis Cup,
especially in the early stages of the
competition.

Early last year Sampras and

compatriot Andre Agassi completely
ruled themselves out of Davis Cup
duty in protest at the scheduled
format of the Cup, which involves
playing up to four rounds of the
three-day competition in an already
crammed calendar for top players.

But with no new addition to the
Sampras trophy cabinet since
Wimbledon 2000, the former world
number one knows that his best
chance of adding any new silver-
ware to his vast collection lies in the
teamevent.

US captain Patrick McEnroe has
helped Sampras' cause on this
occasion by choosing to play the tie
ongrass.

It is the surface on which the
clay-court-specialist Spaniards --
Alex Corretja, Tommy Robredo,
Juan Balcells and Alberto Martin --
are likely to make the leastimpact.

Sampras, who is hoping to
record his 100th victory on grass,
has won over nine times more
matches at Wimbledon alone than
the entire Spanish team have won
between them on grass in their
careers.

"The last few years it's been
more difficult to get up for certain
tournaments and Davis Cup means

something," Sampras, who led the
US to their last Davis Cup title in
1995, said earlier this year.

"You dig deep. You're playing for
your country."

Winning seven matches in a row
to win a major is an uphill task for
any 30-year-old, even for Sampras,
who has captured 13 Grand Slam
titles.

So entering an event where
losing a match might not turn out to
be so critical is a shrewd move by
Sampras.

"I think Davis Cup is a good thing
for me at this stage of my career,"
said Sampras, who has a 15-7
singles record in the Cup.

"l need to feel inspired out there
because in the last couple of years
there have been moments where,
playing certain events, | felt | had a
hard time getting going."

Sampras has been welcomed
back into the US Davis Cup team --
which also includes Andy Roddick,
James Blake and Todd Martin -- and
McEnroe has made sure that the
stage is perfectly set for his principal
player to weave his grass-court
magic.
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